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THE TTTSTORY OP MODERN 
EUROPE, from the rise of the 
Modern Kingdoms to the present 

Cjriod. By William Russkll, 
L D., and Willl&m Jonks, Esq. 
With Annotations by an Ameri-' 
can. In 3 vols. 8vo. 
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TIONARY. In 8 vols. 8vo. 
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A new edition. With additions 
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genuine Edinburgh edition. 8vo. 

OWTV'S (J.) CONCORDANCE. 
, Printed on Diamond type, in 
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SCOTS. By HcNRY OLAssroRO 
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HISTORY OF POLAND. By J. 
Flkt«-ker, Esq. With a pwtrait 
of Kosciusko. 18mo. 

FESTIVALS, GAMES, AND A- 
MU3EMENTS, Ancient and Mod- 
^n. By Horatio Smith. IScnf^ 

HISTORY OF EGYPT. By Rer 
M. Rl-ksbll, LL.D. 18mo. With 
Engravings. 

UFB OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON- 
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With a Portrait. 
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By M.Rus8KLL,LL.D. I8mo. 

MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS 
JOSEPHINE. By Dr. Micmks 
18mo Portrait. 

COURT AND CAMP OF BONA- 
PARTE. 18mo. Portrait. 

THE LIVES OF CELEBRATED 
TRAVELLERS. By J. A. St. 
John. 2 vols. I8mo. 

XENOPIION. Translated by Ed 
WAKn Spklman, Esq. and SirM 
A. Cooper. 2 vols. ISmo. 

DEMOSTHENES. By LsLANa 

In 2 vols. IBmo. 

SALLUST. By Ro». 18mo. 
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FORD'S PLAYS. 2 vols. I8mo. 

LIFE of DR. E. D. CLARKE. 8vo. 

FRET^H REVOLVTION of 1830. 
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SMART'S HORACE. 2 vols. 18in<v 

RELIGIOUS DISCOURSES. By 

Sir Walter Scott, Bart. ISmo. 

PELHAM; OR, THE ADVEN- 
TURES OF A (GENTLEMAN. A 
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2 vols. 12mo. By the Author of 
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DEVEREUX. A Novel. In 2 vol*. 
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AFFECTIHG SCENES ; being Pas- 
sages ftx>m the Diary of a Physi- 
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ANASTAdlU^ A Novel. la 2 vols. 
13mo. 

YOUTH AND MANHOOD OP 
CYRU. THORNTON. A Novel. 
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A Taie. By J. K. Paulding, 
Esq. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

THE YOUNG DUKE. A Novel. 
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CALEB WILLIAMS. In 2 vols. 
12mo. By the Author of ^* Cloud- 
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Authors. In 2 vols. l2mo. 

DE VERE. A Novel. By the 
Author of "Tremaine." In 2 
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THE SMUGGLER. A Novel. By 
the Author of "The OUara 
Tales," &fi. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

EVELINA. A Novel. By Miss 
BoRNicY. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

BULWER»S NOVELS. Printed and 
bound uniformly in sets of 8 vol- 
umes—embracing " Pelham," "the 
Disowned," " Devereux," and 
"Paul Clifford." 

DARNLEY. A Novel. ByO.P. R. 
Ja m kP, Author of " Richelieu." In 
2 vols. i2mo. , 

DE L'ORME. A Novel. 3y the 
Author of " Richelieu" and " Dair- 
ley." 2 vols. 12mo. 

HAVERHILL. A Novel. By J. A. 

JoNKM, Esq. In2vols. 12mo. 
TRAITS OF TRAVEL. A Novel. 

In 2 vols. l2mo. By T. C. Grat- 

TAN, Author of " Highways and 

Byways." 

THE HEIRESS OF BRUGES. A 
Tale. By the Author of *• High- 
ways and Byways," "Traits' of 
Travel," dec. 2vol8.12mo. 

WALTER COLYTON. A Tale. 
In 2 vols. 12mo. By Horack 
Smith, Author of " I^mbletye- 
House," « Zillah," &c. Set. 

THE SUMESE TWINS. By the 
Author of " Pelham," <kc. Wma 



MAXT^TLL. A Novel By Vm 
Author of " Sayings and Doings." 
2 voH. 12ma 

LAWRIE TODD; OR, THE SET- 
TLERS IN THE WOODa By 

John Galt, Esq. In 2 vols. 12.no. 

SOUTHENNAN. A Novel, in t 
vols. 12mo. By the Author of 
" Lawrie Todd," doc. doc 

THE NEW FOREST. A Novsl. 
In 2 vols. 12nio. By the Author 
of " Brambletye-House," "Zil- 
lah," See. Sec. 

ROXOBEL. ByMrs. Sbbrwooh. 
In 3 vols. 18mo. • 

THE RIVALS. A Novel. By the 
Author of " The Cojlefftans," Sat 
In 2 vols. 12mo. 

HUNGARL^ TALES. In 2 vola 
12mo. By Mrs, Gork, Author ol 
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FRANCE, IN 1829-30. By Ladj 
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COMING OUT: and THE FIELD 
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Novels. By Misses J a n k and An« 
NA Maria Portkr. In 3 toIs. 

THE BARONY. A Novel. In 3 
vols. 12mo. By Miss Anna Ma* 

RIA PORTRR. 

CLOUDESLBY. A Nov»l. In t , 
vols. t2mo. By the Author of "Ca- 
leb Williams," &c 
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other Poems. By Jamks G. and 
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vols. 12mo. 

CONTRAST. ANoveL ByRtoiNA 
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In 2 vols. l2ino. 

THE DENOU.NCEO. A Novel. In 
2 vol.^. 12nio. By the Author oi 
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THE OXONIANS. A Novel. I« 
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THE COUNTRY CIJRATB. By 
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In 2 vols. 12mo. 
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FAIR MAID OF PERTH. By 
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Author of *• Waverley." 12mo. 
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Novel. In 2 vols. 12mo. 
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vols. I2nio. 

THE ADVENTURES of a KING'S 
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SEPARATION. A Novel. By La- 
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can be given along with useAU 
knowledge, several volumes are 
already published. 
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Tub publiihent of the Family library, anxious to oUmb 
%iid to deaenre the favourable opinion of the pubtic, with 
pleasure embrace the present opportunity to express thtir 
warm and sincere thanks for the uberal patronaj^e which has 
been bestowed upon their undertaking) and their determina* 
tion to do all that lies in their power to merit its contiou* 
ance. For some time previous to the commencement of the 
Family^ Library, they had entertained thoughts and wishes 
of reducing the quantity of merely fictitious writings, which 
the reading public had made it their interest to issue from 
their press ; and they were conscious that this could cmly 
bedoiie by substituiing for them works that should be equal^ 
anteftaining and more instructive^ The difficulty was to 
find an adequate supply of books possessing these requisites. 
At this time the attention of English philanthropists and 
authors was stronely turned to the general dissemination of 
asefiil knowledge by means of popular abridgments, eonve* 
nient m form, afforded at low prices, and as much as possi- 
ble simplified in style, so as to be accessible as well to the 
means as to the comprehension of ** the people," in contra* 
distinction to the educated and the wealthy. The result has 
been the production of numerous collections, embracing well 
written works treating of almost every department of art and 
science, and, l^ their simplicity, clearness, and entire freedom 
from technicaUty, exactly calculated to attract and compen*" 
sate the attention of the general reader. From these colleo- 
tions, with additions and improvements, and such alterations 
as were necessary to adapt the work to the taste and wants 
of the American public, Harpbr's Family Librart has 
been composed ; and it is with pride and pleasure th^ the 
publishers acknowlt>dge the distinguished favour with which 
it has been received. The approbation asd support that 
have already been bestowed upon it are greater than have 
ever been conferred upon any woriL of a similar character 
published in the United States ; and the sale of every suc- 
ceeding volume stUl demonstrates its continually increasing 
popularity. In several instances gentlemen of wealth and 
of excellent judgment have been so much pleased with the 
character of the Library, that they have purchased numbers 
of complete sets as appropriate and valuable gifts to the 
luBolies of their less opulent relatives ; and others have 
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vntolidted, been active in their endeavours to eitend itf 
circulation among their friends and acquaintances. With 
these strong inducements to persevere, the publishers are 
resolved to prosecute their undertaking with additional zeal^ 
energy, and circumspection. What has been done thfff 
desire their patrobt to consider rather in the light of a» ex* 
periment, than a specimen of what they hope and intend ta 
accomplish : they freely and gratefully acknowledge that 
the circulation and popularity of the Family Library are now 
such as to justify them in disregarding expense, and to 
demand from them every care and every exertion. It shall 
De their study to make such arrangements as shall warrant 
them in assuring the friends and patrons of the Library that 
the forthcoming volumes, ipstead of decreasing in interest 
sod value, will be found still more deserving of the support^ 
and approbation of the public than those which have pre 
ceded them. 

In order to render it thus meritorious, the proprietors 
mtend incorporating in it ot^reafler, selections of the best 
productions from the varioup ot^er Libraries and Miscella- 
nies now publishing in i:}uTope. Several well-known au* 
thors have been engaged to prepare for it also works of an 
American character; and the Family Library^ v>hen com^ 
pletedfWiU. incltuU a volume on every wttfid and inter esting 
iubject not embraced in the other ** Libraries" now prepar- 
ing by the same pubtishers. The entire series will be the 
production of authors of eminence, who have acquired ce> 
lebrity bf their literary labours, and whose names, as they 
appear in succession, will afford the surest guarantee for the 
satis&ctory manner in which the subjects will be treated. 

With thesi* amingements, the publisher flatter tbemselvea 
that they will bo able to ofler to the Anierican puolic a woric 
of omparalleled merit and cheapneett forming a body of literal 
ture which will obtain the praise of having instructed many» 
and amused all ; and, above every other species of eulogy^ 
of being fit to be introduced to the domestic circle without 
nserve or exception. 

Thk DaiilATto SiEixs of the Family Library will consist 
pnncipally of the works of those Dramatistii who flourished 
contemporaneously with Shakspeare, in which ail such 
passages as are inconnistent with modem delicacy will be 
omitted. The number of volumes will be limited, and thqr 
will be bound and numbered in such a manner as to render it 
not essentially necessaty to obtain them to complete a iot of 
ibe Family Ubraiy. 



Recommendations of the Famly Library, 

Thb (bllowing opinions, selected from highly respeelabto JboriMls, will 
enable those who are unacquainted with the Family Lihrary to fbrm mi 
estimate of its merits. Numerous other notices, equally ftivourahle, and 
ftom 80ur6es equally respectable, might be presented if deemed neeesaaiy. 
. *• The Family Library.— A very excellent, and always entertaininc W»- 
eeUany,"— £amiur^Afcnjieu;,Ab. 103. "* ««- 

" 7%e Family Library.— Vft think this series of fiooks entitled to Um 
extensive patronage they have received from the public. The subjects 
•elected arc, generally, both useflil and interesting in themselves, and are 
^eated in a })opular and agreeable manner : the style is clear, easy, and 
iKiwing, adapted to the taste of general readers, for whom Hie bmdta are 
designed. The writers are mostly men of high rank in the Ulerary world, 
and appear to possess the happy talent of blending instrucUon with 

amusenieat We hesitate not to commend it to the public as a valuable 

series of works, and worthy a place in every gentleman's library.*'— jlfa^aT 
Zine of Vi^vX and Entertaining Knowledge, 

<* We take the opportunity again to recommend this valuable seriee of 
Toluraes to the pubUc patronage. We know of no mode in which so much 
entertaining matter may be procured, at so cheap a rate, as in the Family 
Llbrary.»--iV; Y. Daily Advertiser. 

"The Family Library shoul^l be in the hands of every person. Tims 
fhr it has treated of subjects interesting to all, condensed in a perspteuoua 

and agreeable style We have ^ repeatedly spoken of the merits of the 

design of this work, and of the able manner in which it is edited, that on 
this occanion we will only repeat our conviction, that it is worthy a place 
in every library in the country, and will prove one of the most ubel^l aa 
if is one of the most Interesting publications which has ever i^ued (torn 
the American press."— iV. Y. Courier if Enquirer. 

" It is needless at this late period to commend to public attention anit 
encouragement the collection of delight Ail works now in a course of pub- 
Ucation under the appropriate title of the Family library."— JV*. y. Evi 
ning Journal. 

•* We have repeatedly expressed our unwavering confidence In the 
merits of this valuable series of pc^ular and instructive books. The 
Family Library has now reached its sixteenth number, with the Increasiog 
Ikvoor of the enlightened American public ; and we have heard of hot 
one dissenting voice among the periodical and newspaper publishers who 
have frmuently noticed and applauded the plan and the execution of the 
Ftuitfly Librar}'. A censure so entirely destitute of reason cannot injiira 
a class of publications pure in sentiment and jbdicious and tasteftd in 
eompoeition.'*— 7%« Cabinet ofReUgion, ^c 

**The names of the writers employed are a sufllcieht surety that th# 
merit of the Family Library will sufrer no decline."— iV: Y. Evening Post, 

*'The Family Library is a collection which should be sougnt after by 
every oue desirous of procuring the most valuable new works in the 
cheapest and roost convenient fbrm."— iV. Y. Daily Sentinel. 

** Those who condense and arrange such works for publication, and 
they also who promulgate them, richly deserve the thanks and patronage 
OF all enlightened commuuities in the country. The Family Library 
promises to be a most usefVil and cheap repository of the most important 

events of proflme, ancient, and modem history A series of volumee; 

well conducted, and published with such sthrring contents, cannot fUl le 
■nrpaas all dry encyclopedias, or diffhse and el^Mnrmte historiee or biogrft* 

Kes, miserably translated, and extended to the voy streteti of ~ 
lity "—Philadelphia Gasette 



FAMILY CLASSICAL UBRART. 

** A grafttar dMidentum to the English nmier cannot well be brought 
19 public BOtioc.**— BelTa We^ly Messenger. 

** The Familii Classical Library lu&y be reckoned u one of the most 
hMiructive eenesof works now in the course of ffib\ica.tioa.''—Cambridg$ 
Chronicle. 

" A series of works under the title of the Family Classical Library 
is now in the course of publication, which will, no doubt, arrest the atten- 
tloii of all the admirers of elegant and polite literature -of that literature 
which (bnns the solid and indispensable basis of a sound and gentlemanly 
education.**— A(iC/k Herald. 

** We are inclined to augur the most beneficial results to the rising 
generation fVom the plan and nature of this puolication ; and we doubt not 
that under the able superintendence of Mr. Valpy, the value of the present 
work will not exceed its success as a mere literary speculaiiun. It ought 
to And a place in every school and private fkmily in the kingdom*— fln»> 
tolJournoL 

** The design of this publication is highly laudable : if it be patronised 
iecardtng to its deserts, we have no hesitation in saying that ita soccasa 
Will ba Tery considerable.'*— JSdiriAurs'A Advertiser. 

" If we had been called on to state what in oar opinion was wanted to 
complete the several periodicals now in course of {mblication, we should 
have recommended a translation of the most approved ancient writers, in 
a corrcssponding style. Tbi:4 undertaking, therefore, of Mr. Valpy's, moat 
completely meets the view we had entertained on the subject. VVa 
atrongly recommend the production to the notice of schools, as its perusal 
must tend to implant on the minds of the pupils a love for ancient lore. 
In Ladies' Seminaries the series will, indeed, be invaluabl&^itie stores of 
antiquity being thus thrown open to thorn."— P/ymou/Zi and Uevonport 
Herald. 

♦• Economy is the order of the day In books. The Family Classical Li- 
hrary wilt greatly assist the classical labours of tutors as well aa pupils. 
We suspect that a period is arriving when the Greek and Latin authora 
will be more generally read through the medium of tnuurtationa.**— OAe^ 
tenham JournaL 

** We avail onraelvaa of the earlieai opportunity of introducing to the 
notice of our readera a work which appears to profniae tlie utmost advan* 
tags to the rtaing ge.ieration in particular. There is no class of people to 
whom it is not calculated to be useAtl— to the soholar, it will be an agree* 
able guide and oompanioa ; while those to whom a classical edi^cation 
baa been denied wi*l And in it a pleasant and a valuable avenue towarda 
thoae ancient models of literary grsatnesa, which, even in this age of 
boaated reflnement, we are proud to imitato."— A&«r<f«fn Chronicle. 

**The FatnUy Classical Library will eoatain the most correct and ela> 
gut translations of the immortal works of all the great authors of Greece 
and Some ; an acquaintance with whose writinga is indispensable to every 
man who is desirous of acquiring even modem classical attainmenta.**-^ 
Idverpool Albion. 

** Thia volume promiaea to be an invahiable acqoisition to those but 

Srtially acquainted with the Greek and Latin languftgea: such of the 
r sax more eapecially aa direct their laudable curiosity in the channel 
of claasie literature must And in translation the very key to the knowledge 
they aeek. 'i'he mere trifle for which the lover of literature may bow 
Airniah his libr&ry with an elt*gant and unifbrm edition of the best trana 
lationa (Vom the elassics, will. It cannot be doubted, enaure the FamUy 
daasieal Library a welcome reception.**— tl^oo^mer'« E»eUr Gazette. 

**Thia work will aopidy a daatderatum in literature; and we hope it 
wiU meet with eoeouragement. The tranalations of many of the ancient 
authors, who may be looked on as the gmM stor^ouse of nnodem litara* 
tare, are out of the reach of the English reader; and this publication witl 
nnder them accenaiblo to vXV-^Ywkshire Gazette 



NBW EEUGIOUS BOOKS, FOR GENERAL READING. 



J. & J. HARPER NEW-YORK, 

HAVE »dW IN THB COUBSl Of BEPUBLICATIOIT, 

THE 

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY. 



VSOM FVBUOATIOV WILL B« COMPlinB IN A LlMtm MOMBim OF 

V0LUMK8, AND Ifl INTSHSBO TO POEM, WBU COMPLmD, 

▲ DIOiflTBD tTITCU tf RBLIQIOUS AND 

BCCLKtUtTICAL XN0WLKOO& 

TBI nnar iimcBKii (now pdbliihbd) cuntaiim 

THE LlFE OF WICLIF. 

BY CHAJILE8 WEBB LE BAS, M.A. 
Proftsaor in the East India College, Hert« ; and late Fellow of Trinity 

College, Cambridge. 

« ONI VOLUMK. BMBBLU8HID WITH A PORTRAIT Op WICIIP. 



YOLVMES IN PREPARATION. 

THE CON8ISTBNCY OF THE WHOLE SCHEME OF RETILA. 
TION WITH ITSELF, AND WITH HUMAN REASON. 

By p. N. SHrTTLEWORTH, D.D. 

Wiirden of New College, Oxford. (In Press.) 

HISTORY OF THE INQUISITiaN. 

By Jiicbph Blamoo Write, M.A. 
Of the University of Oxford. 

HldTORY OF THE PRINCIPAL COUNCILS. 

Bv J. H. Newman, M.A. 

PeUvw of Oriel Collefs, OxIbnL 



THEOLOGICAL UBBARY (continued). 
^ THE LIVES OF THE C0NTIN1ENTAL REFORMEBt. 

f No. L LIFE OF MAfiTIN LUTHER. 

^ By HuoH Jamka Rosk, B.D. 

Christian Advocate 4n the Univ^:«ity ofCambridss. 

THE LATER DAYS OF THE JEWISH POLITY: 

with a copious Introduction and Notes (chiefly deriTed ftcm the Tal- 

mildists and Rabbinical Writers). With a view to illnstrate 

the r^anguage, the Manners, and general Ilistorv 

of the New Tkstamknt. 

f Bt Thomas Mitchkll, Esq. A.M. 

Late Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN IRBLANI^. 

Bt C. R. Elringtok, D.D. 
Regios Profbssor of Divinity in the University of Dablin. 

THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTIAN REVELATIQff 

• denumstrated in an analytical Inquiry into the Evidence on which the 

Belief of Christianity has been established. 

Bt William Rowk Lvall, M.A. 
Archdeacon of Colchester, and Rector of Fairstead and Weelsy in Esses. 

HISTORY OF THE REFORMED RELIGION IN FRANCE. 

By Edward Smicdlky, M.A. 
Late Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF EASTERN MANNERS, SCRIPTURAL 

PHRASEOLOGY, &c. 

Bt Samuel Lkk, B.D. F.RS. M.R.A.S. 
Regius Professor of Hebrew in the University of Cambridge. 

HISTORY OP SECTS. 

By F. E. Thompson, M.A. 
Perpetual Curate of Brentford. 

SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF LITURGIES: 

comprising a Particular Account of the Lirumcnr of the C&viica af 

England. 

Bt Hknry John Rosa, B.D. 
Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND, 

By Michacl Russeli., LL.D. 
Author of the '* Cranexion of Sacred and Profhne History 

THE LIFE OF OROTIUS. 

Bt JAkBS Nichols, F.S.A. 
Author of ** Alminianism Mid Calviiusi^.e(nnpm«d.* 



VALUABLE WORKS 

PUBLI6HBD BY V 

J. A J. HARPER, 82 CLIFF-STREET, NEW-YORK, 

And for Saie Uy Um principal BookMllen in the Unitad StatM. 

' ' " ' . ; ' I II ' I I II ' ill, 

mSTORT OF THB JBl^S. By tlie R«Y» H* B* 
Mlliium* In3vols«18nu»» pivstratedwitl&orlglmal 
BIap« and UVoodcuiM* 

**Tbe Editors of the Family Library ^ve b^m moot fbrtunate in en- 
gaging on this woiic tlie pen of a aQhotar, both claMical and'acriptnral, 
and 90 elegant^aitd powerful a writer a« the Poetry Proreseor. Few 
theological works of this order hare appeared cither in ours or in any 
other language To the Christian reader of every age and s«t— and we 
may add of every sect— it will be a source of the purest delight, instmo- 
Uon, and comfort ; aqd of the infidels who open it tnereiy that they mav 
hot remain in ignorance of a work placed by general consent iiy the rank 
of an EngUsh ciassk;, is there not every reason to hope tiiat many will 
lay it down in a flur diflCorent mood ]"^BLaekwootPs Magazine, 

^'Though the subject is trite, the manner of treating it i« sneh m to 
command pur deepest attention. While the work has truth and s^nplidty 
enough to Ihscioate a child, it is written with a masterliness of tie ob- 
ject and an elegance -of composition that win please the most reflned 
and Ihstidious reader."— £. Saturday's P^st. 

^ The narrative af the various and highly interesting event* in that 
period tk>ws on in t chaste style; and a thorough knowledge of his sub- 
ject is evident in eyery page. The work is spirited, well arranged, and 
fbll of infonnation.Uid of a wise and well cultivated 99\iW*~^Atkerutum. 

** Professor &. a. Milman is one of the most chaste and dawsical 
writers of tb« age. His Bampton Lectures contain soom of tho most 
glowing and graphic descriptions which we ever read. The History ot 
the Jews embraced in the volumes before hs, has alreadV passed through 
three editions ui Englahd^ and is highly and justly commended by many 
of the most respectable periodicals.**— iV. Y. Journal of Commerce. 

^'It is Written in a verf interesting manner— iu a r»«re phUosophieal 
qririt, and with more. depth of reflection, than is generally found in his- 
tories of this nature. It is not wanting in.historical condensation, and the 
colouring of the style is lively and picturesqiie.*— ZV^. Y. Evening Post.. 

**The style in whieh it is written is remarkably lucid and etocant: 
attractive by its seneral smoothness and aimplicity, yet animated and 
forcible. The work must be popular, and wt doubt not ranked among 
the classics of the lapguage. ^—BaUimof^e Ripubliiun. 

" Mr. Milnnan's \vji€ is calculated to interest and liistruct a greater 
number of readers, of all ages, than any book whieh has been produced 
(lot muny yetituJ'—Pkitadelpkui Daily (.hr«niele. 

** This History o( the Jews is the best we have ever seen." 

jNtWzEngUmd PaUadiunu 
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IaIVIR of NAFOIiBON BITONAPARTB. By J. G« 

IlfOekl&artt XJ«q« 'W&tli Copperplate EngraTlngs. 

' 9 vols* 18mo« 

' " We nerer met with more solid infbrmlation compressed within so 
small a space ; and yet the brevity of the style never mas into obscurity. 
On the contrary, we should be much at a loss to point out such another 
specimen or narrative clearness in the whole range of contemporary lite- 
rature. Two volumes so rich in infimnation and ii\terest, so mnch.to be 
devoured by youth,, and ^ worthy to be consulted byihe matures! reader, 
would constitute certaihly one of the eheapest of all poeisible cneap books. 
Of a work already so widely icnown it would be ridiculous to multiply 
specimens jn these pages." — Blackwood^a Magatine. 

'* We anticipate a prodigious circulation for ttiis attractive work. It is 
drawn up with consummate ability. Indecjcl, we have seldom poised a 
workmore uniformly interesting in its details.**— ^?«. 

" The first volumes of this work secur^ for it t!ie attention and patron- 
age of the public; and the continued ability, displayed in these 8U< reeding 
numbers has gained it an introduction into most of the ' family libraries,' 
pot only hi Ensland, but in Europe. Suiting itself to the hardship of the 
times, this wonc is publislied in a form and at a price wl^eb render U 
accessible to all classes of the reading public'.'*— 5. Herald. 

** After the merited praise that has already been given to this work, it 
cannot be supposed that we have any thing particularly origlhal to olGtr 
respecting it.^—B. Mirror. 

*' It is, unquestionably, in a brief and tangible form, the most popular 
Ifistory of Napoleon that has been yet produced.'*— J uox. 

"This is a much better book tbaii any other in English on the same 
shbject.**— ^<A«n<Bum. 

i I I- . .- 

I^IFSi OF rai<SOK« By Robert Souttte jr^ B«4« MVlth. 

a. Portrait* 18mo« 

" This is the best work that ever cfime Mm the pen of the laureate, 
and it is an excellent specimen of biograpliy.'*— JVno Englcmd PtUtadhtm. 

"The merits of this work are so well known that it is altogether un* 
necessary to recommend it to our readers.**— iVfi^-ForA: Evening Post. 

" The illustrious subject of this volume, and the reputation of Soutfaey 
as a biographer, wiU be a sufficient guarantee for the into^st of the 
work.*'— iV«i>-YorA: Constellatim. 

** Southey's fine and popular biography of Nelson was very much 
wanted, and is now to be had very cheap, in a very neat and conv^ent 
rorm.^— New-York Contvitrcial Advertiser. 

" We take much pleasure in recommending this Library to the pnblte, 
because we really consider it as usefhl and as deserving of encourage 
ment as ^ny work that has ev^ been in the American pres8.**—.y«u.< 
York Courier <$• Enquirer. 

" It irwell virritten : and comdats of many narratives of inrense interest, 
and highly \<rrought aescnption.**— iVewyiorfc Mercantile Adifertiser. 

'* It is a foithful narrative of the hero of Traflilgar, and paints his 
character with mucti Xoroe, and in its true colouring. We consider thib 
number a valuable gem in the J'amily Wbrary.**— TVtrf* Teller. " 

" The publishers intend to incorporate some works of an American 
character, which will greatly augment the value of their edition of the 
Library. This last improvement is all that is wanting to make this work 
oUe of the most Valuable miscellaneous publications that ever issttetf (Vom 
1 he press. **— JVw York American. 

m — ' 



IiIFB OF Ati£:XA.Nb£R THB ORBAT. By Rev 
J.WiUiams. IVitb a map. ISmo. 

*<The style in cckxI, &i:d ttae narratiTe well coadaeted. ▲ qtodinm 
history of this fhrnoos wamor oaaaot foil to be entertaining."— iVet»> 
York Daily Advertiser. 

" The work is inftr^otlns, ^nd inherits a greater share of interest from 
the (kct, that the history of this ancient Napoleon is disintegrated from 
Che mass of general history, and pruseated by itself. Th« style is lucid 
and well 8tu(ried.''--^gu^ yorA: Journal of Commerce. 

** The fourth work incinded in this ooUeution is a life of Alexander the 
Great, writtaa by the Rev. John Williams, (of Baloil Ck>Ilege, Oxford,) 
the well-known founder and head of tbe New Edinburgh Academy, and 
written in a maimer worthy of his high scholastic reputation. He has 
displayed (blicitously in this volume both the natural and acquired en- 
dowments of his mind— filled a blank in the historical library, furnished 
the .schooimester, and also the schoolbpy, whether hi home or abroad, 
with a capital manual— and there will never be, in as far as we can see, 
the smaileM occasioA for writing this story oVer tLgiuti^—Blackwoud. 

" This constitutes, the seventh volume of the Family Library. It is 
incomparably the best lif»— the most carefUl and correct estinvwe of 
Alexander's achievements we iaLve."-^Monthly Magazine. 

'*This is a much better book than any other in English (m tto same 
subject.**— liAaKBvm. 

" It is ably and^eloquently written."— B. JowmaL 

" We have n;peatedly bometesiimony to the utility of this Library. It is 
one of the best that has ever been issued fh>m the American press, and 
should be in the library of every Ihmily d^nitouad' treasuring up useful 
knowledge."— ^o«<on. Statesman. 

NATURAIi pnSTORT OF INSACTS. lUusttatea by 
aiinaeroiui XIiigr«tvi«^ 18mo«' 

<<0f all studios, perhaps tl^re is none more r^ptivating than that of 
animated nature. ■ , .' . The present volume is poculuurly usdul and acree- 
aWc^—JVeto- For* Jfirror. ^ 

" The subject is (UU of interest and satlsfkction, and is adapted to all 
classes of readers."— jlZ*awy£bminjr/oMmfli. T * 

"The inflwrmatlon is rainute,'Well arranged, and clearly imparted, and 
cannot but ntcommend the work to general perasal in fhuUlies.'*— iV«u>- 
York Standard. . * ' 

, " It is the daty of every person having a femily to put this excellent 
I Library into the hands of his children."— xV. Y.MercantiU Advertiser. 
I *^n seBTiis to us, that it will prove, at once agreeable and mstruetive to 
I persons of all classes^ and occupy an appropriate place in the Family 
■ Library."— iV. r DoiZy 4dv«r<M^. *''''.«' 

" The study of animated nature, in itself pleasing, is absolutely neces- 
sary as a branch of usenu knowledga In the present work the subject 
is treated with peculiar adroitness, and contains onlj such details as 
render the iftudy of Natural History amusing, andat^he same time highly 
I nsthictive; Thi-s volume, we should conceive, would be highly advanta- 
geous (br thruse of schools ; and we recommend its being placed in every 
'"^2i?'^'?J7»*9 • ^'"* ^* ®f "^eftU inlbrmation."- TViUft Teller. 

"The Iflstory of Insects is a curious one. Many of tbe Stalls are 
«rondernil and fUn of inteirest."— PAi/arf«/;>Aia Inquirer. 

** This work most prove ufleftil and interesting to all classes." 
Al^antf Daily Advertiser, 
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ISP^ OF ItORB BTRON* By Jolm Qmltf Bsq* IMmo* 

** This volume bas great iberit, and ifi il valuable acquisition to litera 
tan.'^-^Neio-YQrk Spectator. 

*'The apiightly pen of the author has commafiieated uncommon inter- 
est to this work, and he appears to have done perfect Justice to its inspired 
iubject.*'— l/ftony DaUy Advertiser. 

** The subject is one of very great interest, which is of course enhaneed 
by the reputation of the writw.^-- HaUimore Reptiblican. 

** Mr. Gait is -one of the most ^hscinating wricsra of the age.''~%rounM^ 
<^ Commerce. 

''The work is well written, and gives many particUars in the^career 
of the gifted bard which we nevar befbrs met with in print.''— ^cniMyi- 
vania Inquirer. 

" It is the work of one of the most sprightly and popular writers of the 
day, and has the advantage of being comprised in the moderate cmnpass 
of a single volume.*— :fii>e»wv Po«i. 

** Mr. 6alt is in the habit of eliciting the truth flrom whatever he under- 
takes to oon«der or develop. So much of the exact truth, in respect to 
Byron, was never before discovered» cfrilected. and set down, as we find 
in this very interesting v^ume.'* — C. JoumaL ^ 

** Gait is a powerOjl writer. His critical abilities and the rare oppor- 
tunity which he enjoyed of reading the heart-secrets of the mysterious 
poetj;ive ah undoubted value to.ttiis history."— iV«u>-ForA; Cabinet. 

" This volume contains, in a concise but interesting form, a Memoir of 
the Life and Literary Labours of Lord Byron, by Mr. Gait : whose classic 
pen imparts interest and value to every thing it touches.'^— ^/dony Eve- 
ning^ JowmdL 

*^r. Gait ia well and Avooiably known as a writes."— JiirMntlilc 
AdiMTtiter, 



MOTS OF MOHAMMfiD, Founder of tlM R«U^i^ of 
. I«laoa and of the Xhnptre of ttae Baracens* By U&e 
Rev* €leorge BYUI19 M* A.* "With a ptiite* 18nio« 

''It seems to us to be a good narrative of the life of the gceat Arabian 

impostor, written in a fine style We are not aware that any other 

work of the same size contains the same quantity of Information relative 
to the matters treated of, in as a^^reeable a form." — Com. Advertiser. 

" We have so often recommended tbis enterprising and useful publica- 
tion (the Family Lihrary), that 'we can here only add, that each succes- 
sive number appears to confirm its merited popularity.'*— iV. 7. American. 

" This vduihe embraces a portion of history extremelv Interesting to 
the reader; and the work well deserves a place among the others com- 
posing tlio valuable series of the Family lAhxfoy.^—SSfoenin^ Jovrnal, 

" The Family Library should be in the hands of every perso||i. Thus 
fhr it has treated of subjects interesting to all, condensed in a perspicu- 
ous and agreeable style."- Coikf^«r 4r Enquirer. 

" Mr. Bush is a scbdar of extensive acquirem^ts, an,d wi^l fitted for 
the task which he has undertaken in this volume."— iVl T. Server. 

" In the collection of materials, the author appears to have neglected 
Dp source flrom wl\ich valuable aid was to be expected.^'^PAt/oiie/pAta 
Ddil9 Chronicle. 

" Tlfe history of the eminent impostor cannot but be a work of mterest 
to eveiy enlightoied mind."— Pfan. Inquirer. , 

" We have found much to admire and commend In every preceding 
number of the Family Library ; bqt we believe the present will be allbwai 
<he place of honour."— 17. 5. Gaicette. 
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DBMONOiiOG^T AHD IVITCHPRAFT. By l¥alt«r 
Soott^ JUirU 18mo* "WiOi a plate* 

''Tbework is carious, iDteresting, and \ntiT\ictiv6.**-rlnquirer, 
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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 



It is with considerable diffidence we presume to 
lay our imperfect labours before the world. We 
are conscious that many defects will be found in 
our Narrative, both as regards its style and arrange- 
ment ; but we are equally sensible that the public 
are to be our judges, and on their candour and gene- 
rosity we confidently rely. Surely when the public 
reflect, even for a moment, on the disadvantages 
against which we had to struggle, and the dtfficuldes 
under which we laboured, they will not exercise 
too much severity of criticism. 

An old poet imputes Uie^ faults of some of his 
poetry to his misfortunes, and says that good verses 
never fiow but from a. serene and composed spirit. 
Perhaps the same apology may with propriety be 
offered for our unpretending labours. Though we 
have adverted to the fact but seldom, nevertheless, 
throughout nearly the whole of our painful journey, 
we were both indisposed in a greater or less degree. 
In short, a very few days only had elapsed after our 
landing at BadAgry,when we began to feel the de- 
bilitating effects of the African climate, and to ex- 
perience a degree of languor which not eveti the 
warmest enthusiasm could wholly overcome. It is 
almost unnecess^ to add that our spirits oflen sank 
under the depressing influence of this powerful ad* 
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versaiy, whose inroads on our constitutions we had 
no means of resisting. 

I We therefore humbly submit the following Nar- 
rative to the public, without further apology for any 
deficiency of style or expression which may be dis* 
covered in it. It has at least the merit of a faithful 
account, for our journals were invariably written on 
the spot at the close of each day, and in all our 
observations, to the best of our belief, we adhered 
religiously to the truth. 

> We have only to add, that since returning to our 
native country, we have made no alterations, nor 
introduced a single sentence in the original manu- 
script of our travels ; simply because it was inti- 
mated to us, that the public would prefer it in that 
state, however faulty in style, rather than a more 
elaborate narrative, which might' gain less in ele- 
gance than it would lose in accuracy and vividness 
of description. 

We think it necessary, however, to say, that the 
task of. blending ofir journals into one, as well as 
constructing the map of our route through the coun- 
try, has been performed by Lieutenant Becher, of 
the ^Royid Navy, to whom we offer our sincere 
thanks, not only for the performance of these labo- 
rious services, but atep for his friendly aid and valu- 
able suggestions in many other points connected 
with the production of these volumes. 

RicHABD AKD John Lander. 

London^ 1838. 
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in.'.. t • 

Of the nymerdus acquisitions that geography has 
I made since the revival of letters and the extension 

of commerce, there are but few which have re^ 
[ suited from design, however well conceived,, or from 

the direct attempts of travellers, however perse- 
veringly pursued. The discovery of America was 
indeed a splendid example of both enlightened con<* 
ception and heroic effort, crowned with success ; 
and the unabated ardour with which this country 
has persisted in seeking for the river Niger, and in 
tracing its course, may well be adduced as another 
iflustnous instance. 

Among the difficulties inseparable from the lot of 
travellers, those arising from climate may be con* 
sidered as the most formidable. The immediate 
presence of some imminent danger of a transient 
nature, cannot be compared with the secret and in- 
cessant operations of an unhealthy climate, and no 
climiate more than that of Africa {s noted for its fa-» 
tal effects on Europeans. The slow progress of 
discovery in Africa has hitherto arisen, principaUy> 
from this cause. While other countries, farther re- 
moved from civUized Europe, have welcomed the 
researches of the scientific travjeller, .^nd amply re** 
warded him with their riches, Africa has spurned 
I him from her soil by the destructive tendency of her 

climate, or the treachery of her people. 

As long 33 any fact is excluded n'om the know* 
ledgQ of man, he who is in search of it will supply 
the deficiency by his own conclusions, which will 
t>e more or less distant fron;i it, accordiug to bis. fa^ 
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vourite opmions. There can be no better iUuetra- 
tion of this, than in the instance afforded bv the 
Joiiba, Quorta, or Niger. The termination of this 
river was entirely mduiown until the completion of 
the recent expemtion ; and certainly no geographical 
problem, excepting perhaps that of the celebrated 
North- West Passage, had given rise to so many op- 
posite theories, or had employed the conjectures of 
so many learned men. " Smce Park's first discovery 
of the Joiiba, every point of the compass has been 
assumed for the ulterior course and termination of 
that river,^ says an able writer in the Quarterly Re* 
vieWf Justly considered as the enlightened advocate 
and smcere friend of geographical discovery. And 
however wrong, as the same writer agrees, subse- 
quent discovery has proved this *' speculative geog- 
raphy" to have been, it is not to be regarded as use- 
less. Theories may be fsi short of the truth; but 
while they display the ingenuity and reasoning 
powers of their authors, they tend to keep aMve that 
spirit of inquiry and thirst for knowledge which 
terminated in discovery; probably but for this 
cause, the present might yet have been delayed 
many years. 

Much difference of opinion prevails ^mong well- 
infonned and experienced geographers, as to the 
early notices in nistory of mis questionable river. 
Herodotus, emphatically styled the ^ Father of His- 
torians," states in Ws " Geography of Africa," that 
some young Nasamonians, a people who dwelt in 
the north of Africa, on the borders of the Mediter- 
ranean, travelled ill a westeily direction from a part 
of Egypt, until the^^ came to a large river Aill of 
croc^iies, and flowing towards the rising sun, and 
that they were conducted by the natives to a con- 
siderable city situated on its banks. The difficulty 
has been to identify the track of these travellers^ 
and their aecount of what they saw, with what ia 
^w known of the river lately discovered, md thft 
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^pfart of Afirica in which it is situated. It is con- 
tended bjr the writer before aliudud to, whose opin- 
ion is ehtitled to much deference, from his especial 
acquaintance with African gfeography, that these 
young men, by travelling due west from Bilma, the 
pajrt of Egjrpt from whence they are supposed to 
naive set out, could never have reaphed the Quorra, 
which they are supposed by sohie to have done, and 
to have called the Niger. The difficulty of even de- 
termining^ one point to be due west of another, at 
that eariy period, affords grounds for doubting that 
«uch a course in its literS sense could have been 
meant, and it would have been next to impossible 
for them to have avoided going either to the north 
or south of that direction. The subject has been 
ably treated by Lieutenant-colonel Leake, in a volu- 
minous paper read to the Geographical Society at 
the first meeting of the present season. Colonel 
Leake states, that by travelling in a direction not 
farther to the south than west-south-west, or half 
way between west and south-west from Bilma, the 
travellers might have arrived at the river ; and he 
considers the city to which they were conducted 
to have been no other than Timbuctoo. 
. At this early period, which was nearly five hun- 
dred years before the Christian era, when the Nile, 
from its magnitude, chiefly occupied the attention 
of ancient writers, it was natural for them to con- 
clude, as the river discovered by these travellers 
was stated to flo'^ from the west, that its waters 
reached the higher branches of this river. The 
fact of the Nile, in an early part of its course, flow- 
ing also from the west, favoured the conclusion; 
and hence the first error concerning it was promul- 
gated by Herodotus, in having considered it to be a 
mstant source of the Nile. Discovery has proved 
that Herodotus, allowing for the period in which he 
wrote, pbssessed considerable knowledge of the 
geography of Africa, however he might nave Mea 
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into error here* aud this circumstance gave addi- 
tional weight to his opinions* 

Little notice is taken of the Niger by Strabo, bnt 
Pliny treats largely upon this river. After conduct- 
ing it in an easterly direction from its source in lower 
Mauritania, through sandy deserts, sometimes flow- 
ing over them, and at others disappearing beneath 
them, he brings it to the Nile of Egypt, and coin- 
cides in the original opinion of Herodotus, that the 
Niger and the Nile are one and the same river. 
But the most reasonable geo^apher of his time is 
Mela, who, while he nearly coincided in the general 
opinion as to the source of the Niger, after making 
it flow from west to east, acknowledges with be- 
coming candour, that when it reaches the centre of 
the continent, no one knew what became of it. He 
justly deprecates^ils fabulous the idea of its flowing 
beneath sands, and attributes such an opinion to the 
want of knowledge respecting it in different parts 
of its course. 

Ptolemy, who was the first to break throug[h the 
imaginary bond which united the Niger and the 
Nile, unhappily had no other support to his preten* 
sions of any knowledge respecting the former. His 
account of the Niger is so vague, as to make it difli- 
cult even to determine the course which he sup* 
posed it tp take. He adhered to the former opinipn 
respecting its general directioOf and considered ^ 
one river the streams of several. 

Such were the confused accounts of the earlier 
writers on geography respecting this mysterious 
river, when the dissolution of the Roman empire 
produced a total change in the opinions concerning 
it, and made them still more incomprehensible. 
The Aiabians had now spread themselves over 
northern Africa, and by their wandering habits were 
calculated to acquire more information concerning 
it than their predecessors. They have accordingly 
given fuller acconnte of tbe geography of the couii* 
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try > bat in those of the Niger are not more for- 
tunate than their predecessors. The opinions of 
Abulfeda and Edrisi, their most celebrated geogra- 
phers, were .totally different from those of the 
former writers. Instead of allowing the Niger an 
easteid3r coarse, they considered its source as iden- 
tical with that of the Nile, and bestowed on each 
the same name. The Nile of Egypt they supposed 
to run northerly into the Mediterranean, while for 
ithe Niger they assumed a westerly course acrbss 
the whole continent, until it reached the Atlantic 
Ocean, or H Sea of Darkness ;" and, to distinguish it 
from the former, they named it the " Nile of the Ne- 
igroes." It is difficult to imagine how such an hy- 
pothesis as this could have been received. The idea 
^f the river flowing to the east night be easily ad- 
mitted, in comparison with it, as a considerable part 
t)f its course is actually in that direction, and as 
much of it as was likely to be known to the ancient 
ffeographens. As no part of it, except that near the 
Delta, flows to the westward, some other river than 
the Niger must hs^ve been meant. 

The state of Europe at this period was ill calcu- 
lated to throw any light on this interesting question, 
soAt therefore, it lay neglected and concealed in ob- 
scurity. Maritime discovery at length promised to 
aclueve what was not to be expected by other means ; 
and the Portuguese, in pursuit of commerce, under 
the favourable auspices of their enlightened sove- 
reigns of the fifteenth century, enlarged the know- 
le^ of African geography. Intent on carrying on 
their conquests in India, the Portuguese were com- 
pelled to pass the coasts of this continent, and in 
their progress they founded many settlements, from 
which discovery was extended into the interior. 

Leo AMcanus, a native of Granada, in Spain, was 
well aequainted with Arabian literature, and assigned 
a westerly course to the Niger. He diflfers from 
the Arabians only in its source, wMch he places to 
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the west of that of the Nil6. Ite consideved the 
Niger to take its rjse in a lake situated to the south 
of Bomou, from whence he believed that it flowed 
to the westward, until it reached the Atlantic Ocean. 
The Portuguese, in their discoveries on the western 
coast of Africa, found successively the mouths of 
the Senegal, the Gambia, and the Rio Grande. The 
situation of these rivers favoured the supposition 
of the westerly course of the Niger, and they w^re 
accordingly considered as the channels by which it 
entered the Atlantic Ocean. 

The intercourse of the Portuguese with the na- 
tives of the Senegal and Gambia, as well as their 
communications with Timbuctoo; did not suffice to 
point out to them this error, and it has been perpet- 
uated in all their maps. A remarkable circumstance, 
liowever, may here be observed concerning the po- 
sition of Timbiictoo. This city is placed so near 
the sea as to excite suspicion of its being the same 
as that on the Niger, and another j)lace named Tarn* 
boucaoee, on the Senegal, is mentioned as answer- 
ing their Timbuctoo, On the whole, therefore, al- 
though it cannot be doubted that Uie Portuguese ob- 
tained a considerable store of information resj^ct- 
ing the Niger, they appear to have turned it to little 
account. 

Of all those who have devoted their attention to 
Africa, the French geographers De Lisle and D*An- 
vilTe have evinced more care and thod^ht than any 
other. De Lisle adopts the course assigned to the 
Niger by the Arabians in his map of the world in 
the year 1700, and in his map of Soudan, or Nigritia, 
published in 1745, preserves the same; while, in 
another map of the world, published in 1714, he 
gyes the sources both of the Niger and Senegal. 
The latter he makes to run westward, and the 
former eastward ; and it is rather extraordinary that, 
so late as ;1745, he should have persevered m the 
0l4 error, Whether the 8eco^d separation of tbf^ 
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Migier in the west from the Senegal, as the first had 
been in the east from the Nile, is due to De Lisle or 
not, D'Anville, in 1749, follows it up in his map of 
Africa, published at that time. In this map, Ir An- 
ville places the source of the Senegal in the same 
position as De Lisle, and the source of the Niger he 
{daces a little to the eastward of it- They each as- 
sume their proper course,— the formet* to the west, 
and the latter to the east, as far as Wangara, where 
ifr is met by 'another stream, coming in the oppo- 
site direction. The Niger, or Nile of the Negroes, 
is stated in the same map, accordikg to Edrisi, as 
taking its rise close to the source of the Nile, and 
running in a north-west direction, till it terminates 
in the Lake of Bomou. D'Anville, in the mean 
time, entered deeply into the question of the rivers 
in the interior of Africa; and, in 1766, communicated 
tke result of his labours to the French Academy. 

Thus the source of the Niger, as well as its 
course, remained in obscurity Until English geogra- 
phefrs and traveH^s took the field. An entirely new 
era in the progress of African geography now com- 
mefneed; and, to the honour of Great Britain, a 
number of wealthy and philanthropic individuals 
formed themselves, in the year 1788, into a society, 
for the express purpose of promoting discover)^ m 
that countay. The necessary funds for the assist- 
ance of travellers were provided by this body, and 
intelUgent individuals were only required to cariy 
their designs into execution, llie first and princi- 
pal object which occupied their attention was the 
solution of the grand problem respecting the course 
and termination of the Niger, and a reward was 
promised to the person who should succeed in de- 
terminii^ them. ' ■ . 

Tfa^ first person who was despatched on this mis^ 
sioB, under the auspices of the African Association, 
wa^ Mr. John Ledyard, an American by birth, and ' 
ono \^^ was gifted witk an extraordinary desire for 
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travelling. He liad already been round tHe woiKT 
with Captain Cook, and had undergone hardships 
and privations in a journey that he performed in 
Russia, which, as the exploits of t single traveller^ 
stand 4]nrivalled. Ledyard met the proposals of tfar 
association with promptness and deeisiqn, and de-- 
parted for Africa m June, 1788. Some idea may be 
formed of this extraordinary man from his commu- 
^ication to a friend on the morning of his de-^ 
parture : — " I am accustomed," said he, " to hard- 
ships ; I have known both hunger and nakedness to 
the utmost extremity of human suffering. I have 
known what it is to have food given me as charity to 
a madman ; and 1 have at times been obliged to shel- 
ter myself under the miseries of that character, to 
avoid a greater calamity." Such were the words of 
Ledyard, and his performances had been no less re- 
markable. His instructions were, to peitttrate into 
Africa by the way of Egypt, and to traverse the con- 
tinent in the latitude of the Niger. In pursuit of 
this, Ledyard reached Cairo in the month of August 
following, — ^where, becoming impatient smd vexed 
by the delay of the caravan with which he was Uy 
have travelled, his anxious mind sank under disap-^ 
pointment, and an illness quickly terminated his 
career. Ledyard possessed, in an eminent degree, 
the daring spirit so requisite for such an under- ^ 
taking ; but was deficient in patience, a virtue which 
is peculiarly required in an African traveller. 

The next person who went to Africa to explore 
the Niger was Mr. Lucas. The journey of this 
traveller, which took place in the following year, is> 
remarkable for the additions which he contributed to 
African geography, according to information which 
he obtained from the Arabs, although he didnolrpen- 
etrate farther to the south than Mesurata, a plaee 
five days* journey from Tripoli, hx his account of 
the Fezzan mer^ants, who crossed th^ N^er at a 
ferry two miles ^outh of Caiisena, by allowmg for 
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ihe ^ographical inaccnracie«i of the time, may 
probably be discerned the ferrjr of Comie, below 
boossa, or that of Rabba; me^itioned in the folio w* 
ing journal. The account, however, which Mr. Lu- 
cas gave of the course of the Niger, is not confirmed 
by fiscovery ; but that the merchants after crossing 
it pursued their journey to Ashantee, and met with 
the goora-nuls» renders it extremely probable that 
these two ferries, which form the highway across 
this river, were alluded to by his informers. 

The western coast now became the quarter to 
which the attention of the African Association was 
directed as likely to afford greater advantages for 
penetrating to tne Niger, than from Tripoli. ' In 
1791 Major Houghton^ who had become acquainted 
with the chajracter of the Arabs while British con- 
sul at Morocco, undertook to explore the Niger. He 
ascended the Gambia, and having reached the upper 
part of, this river, took a northerly direction mto 
Ludama, on the borders of the great desert. Having 
agreed with some Moorish merchants to convey him 
to Tisheet, he set out with them from Jarra, and at 
the expiration of two days he determined on not ac- 
companying them farther, from a suspicion lof their 
intentions. The consequence was that he was plun- 
derjed and deserted by the Moors, and died at Jarra, 
after travelling alone several days. 

The course of the Niger stfll lay concealed in 
Vague and unsatisfactory statements, no modern 
traveller having yet succeeded in reaching its banks. 
The honour of first accomplishing this hazardous 
enterprise was reserved for one no less unfortunate 
than his predecessors. In^ 1795 the celebrated Mr. 
Mungo Park, a native of Scotland, offered his ser- 
vices to the African Association. A knowledge of 
medicine, besides other useful attainments, added to 
a natural taste for geographical discovery, pecuUarly 
qualified him for such a purpose ; and his offer being 
accepted, he set out for the Niger. Adopting the= 

Vol. i.— C 
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route of Major Houghton, he penetrated iip th« 
Gambia, and quickly reached Medina. Leaving the 
Gambia at this place, he kept a more northerly direc« 
tion, and crossed the Falem^, a tributary to the Sen- 
egal, near Fattecoiida. Having crossed the Sene- 
gal, and passed Kemmoo,he arrived at Jarra, where 
he found the remains of Major Houghton. On 
leaving Jarra he adopted a course to the southward 
of east, and after having experienced great difficul- 
ties and privations in consequence .of warst he at 
length arrived at the long-sought Niger, and beheld 
it flowing from west to east. From Sego h^ con- 
tinued his journey along the bank of the Niger to 
Silla ; where, finning himself exhausted by weak- 
ness, and destitute of the means of proceeding far- 
ther, he ^determined on returning to England. He 
reached the Gambia by a more direct route than that 
by which he had travelled to the Niger^ and arrived 
in England in December, 1797. At Silla, which he 
stated as being two hundred miles from Timbuctoo, 
he collected much information ; and thus was the 
commencement of the Niger first traced on the map 
from the actual observation of a modem traveller. 
In this journey Park explored the Niger between 
Bammakoo and Silla, the former being, according to 
his account, about ten days^ journey distant from ita 
source. 

During the absence of Mr. Park in western Africa, 
under the direction of the Association, Mr. W. G. 
Browne, at his own expense, passed through Egypt, 
and travelled to the west into Darfur, where he was 
detained three years. His information chiefly con*> 
cerns Eg3rpt, and nothing was gained firom mm re- 
specting the Niger. 

A new theory respecting the course and termina- 
tion of this river now started into notice. After his 
return, Mr. Park happening to meet with a Mr. Max- 
well, who was as much interested about the river 
Congo a^ Mr. Park was with the Niger, these two 
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travellers communicated their sentiments to each 
other respecting them, and came to the conclusion 
that they were one and the same river. There was 
much to favour this decision. The Niger had been 
found by Park flowing from west to east, and from 
the accounts pf the ancients, it was supposed to flow 
still farther in that direction, perhaps as far as a thou* 
sand miles from SiUa, the extent of his, discovery. 
Beyond this ail was coiyecture respecting it, and there 
was nothing unreasonable in the supposition that it 
might take a south-east direction from Wangara, and 
become the Congo, the course of which river was 
then equally unknown. Such was Park's opinion, 
and upon which he soon after acted. 

The course of the river, after the return of Park, 
was investigated minutely \)y Major Rennell, whose 
name will ever be reyeyed by geographers. Besides 
laying it down from Park's discoveries, he eptered 
fully into the various statements concerning it by 
the ancient writers ; and after considerable pains he 
anived at the conclusion that the river, having passed 
Timbuctoo, flowed a thousand miles in an easterly 
direction, and terminated in a lake or swamp called 
Wangara) into which also another river fell from the 
eastward. This opinion, pronounced by such a man 
as Major Rennell, was received with confidence, and 
prevailed generally among geographers. Still it was 
unsatisfactory. Doubts -^vere justly entertained on 
the possibility of its disappearing in such a manner, 
but the accounts of the ancients afibrded no other 
means of disposing of it. 

M. Reichard, a German, entertained a diflerent 
opinion from that of Major RennelU although he 
agreed with him in believing that it flowed to Wan- 
jrara. From this place M. Reichard supposed that 
it assumed a south-west course, and terminated in 
the Gulf of Guinea. Jt was observed at the time 
that there was neither evidence pn which such an 
opinion could be supported, no^ any by which it 
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could be refuted. As far as Wanga;ra it was ac- 
knowledged on the authority of the ancients, bjit be- 
yond this no one knew any thing of it, and M. Rei- 
chiard's theory stood alone. Discoveiy has proved 
him to be right in respect of its ultimate disposal, but 
at the same time he participated in tjie general error 
regarding its course to Wangara. 

The next traveller sent out by the Africail Asso- 
ciation was ai Gern>an, named Homemann. At 
Fezzan, the! farthest extent pf his travels, he col- 
lected much information respecting the geography 
of Africa; but concerning the course of the Nigger 
he contributed little or nothing. In April, 1800, he 
wrote to England, sa:3dng that he was on the point 
of starting for Borriou, since which time no account 
of him has been received. 

Another German, named Roentgen, was the next 
traveller sent out by the African Association. His 
instructions were to penetrate to Timbnctoo, from 
Mogadore^ It was his intention to have accompa- 
nied the caravan to that place from Morocco, but he 
is supposed to have been murdered by his servant, a 
person bearing a suspicious character, whom he had 
taken into his service against the advipe of all ta 
whom he was known. 

The trayels of Burckhardt, also apnt out by the as- 
sociation, threw no additional light on the course of 
the Niger. 

Another era in the history of African geography 
may now be observed— one which, although marked 
by misfortune in its very commencement, and fol- 
lowed up by the loss of many very valuable lives, 
has ultimately produced the long sought for and de- 
sired result. The formation of the African Assp-, 
elation had already been followed by an important 
discovery, and the persons composing it had secured 
to themselves the honour of having given to the 
world the first authentic account of the Niger from 
^rsonal observation. By their aid Park Md sue 
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cessfully explored three hundred miles of this ijver, 
when the attention of the British government, among 
other pursuits of a similar nature, was turned to- 
wards it. The voyages of Cook had already en- 
larged the bounds of geographical knowledge in 
nearly every part of the world by sea, and an expe- 
dition for the discovery of the course and termina- 
tion of the Niger was now ordered. 

This intelligeuce was communicated to Park, who, 
in his usual sanguine manner, eagerly set to work in 
preparing for the journey. He had orawn up a plan 
of proceeding, for the accomplishment of which he 
required the assistance of thirty-six Europeans; six 
of whom were to be sean^en, and the rest soldiers. 
His plan was adopted, and a sum of five thousand 
pounds was placed at his disposal by government, 
for equipping the expedition. The intention of 
Park was to follow his former track to the Niger, 
and having reached its banks, there to build two ves- 
sels for his party, and to follow with them the course 
of the river. If it should fall into the Congo, after 
passing Wangar^, he entertained no doubt of reach- 
ing the sea; but if it should terminate in this lake 
or morass, as was supposed, he then expected that 
he should have to encounter much difliculty. Hith- 
erto the discovery of the Niger had been attempted 
by single travellers, who had endeavoured to reach 
their destination by accompanying the caravans, but 
this second journey of Park assumed an entirely 
new character, and sanguine hopes were justly en- 
tertained of his success. 

The second journey of Park terminated fatally, 
and the great question of the course of the Niger, 
which had seemed to be on the dawn of discovery, 
was again obscured. Much information had been 
collected concerning the fate of Park and his party", 

Srevious to the expedition of the present travellers, 
y whom it has been confirmed. After experiencii^ 
difficulties and dangers of nearly every description^ 

C3 
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Vfith. only seven men remaining of his whol^ P^^* 
and these in such a state, from the eiSects of the 
climate, as to be scarcely able to procreed, he at 
length reached a mountain ridge near Bammagoo, 
from whence he pnpe ipore beheld the Niger. Here 
he considered that a}l his difficulties were at an end, 
and proceeded on to Sans^ding, on the bank of the 
river, a few miles below Sego, where he apcom- 
phshed the building of his vesjsel. By the tipne that 
l>e was ready to depart, which was on the 17th of 
November, 1805, when he despatched one of his 
ipen, named Isaaco, to England with his joupn^ 
and fetters, five of his party only were left. Among 
those yvhom he had lost a few aays beforp was Mr, 
Ander^Qiu his brother-in-law, to whom al)usiop is 
m^de in the following journal. 

The strong detprpaination of Park to persevere ii| 
his design of tracing the course of the river to its 
termination, is th^ expressed in one of his letters 
from this placje. " Thjoi^gh all the Europeans who 
are with me shou}d die, and though I were myself 
half-dead, I would stjilf persevere, and if I could not 
succeed in the object of my journey, I would at 
least die in the Niger." How truly \yere his words 
verified ! and yet not by the etect of the chmate, 
which he had wonderfully escaped, b]ut by mere ac- 
cident, produced by unfortunate circi^iyistances. 
How often is the cup of hope dashed from pur lips, 
\yhen we Consider 6urselves most certain of its con- 
ienisi Intelligence was afterwara obtained tha't 
Park had reached Boossa, where, bejng af jacked by 
the natives, as he previously had beejx in many 
places after leavinjpf Sansanding, he was supposed to 
have beeh dweh from his vessel, and to nave per- 
ished in the river, lyhich intelligence is confirmed by 
the present account. Richard Lander was informed 
at Boossa, that his party, consisting of many black 
people who had been hired by him, were mistakeij 
py the natives of this place for FalatahSj'wHhwhom 
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they were then at war ; and that the nature ot the 
river there is such, that there was but one part 
through which his vessel could pass, and where he 
could not avoid the attacks of the natives. This 
statement, as well as that obtained by Richard Lan- 
der at Yaoori, so amply confirm the account con- 
tained in an Arab document, the translation of which 
appears in Denham's work, that it deserves being 
inserted here. 

" Hence be it known, that some Christians came 
to the town of Youri, in the kingdom of Yaoor, and 
landed and purchased provisions, as onions and 
other things ;, and they sent a present to the King 
of Yaoor. The said king desired them to wait un- 
til he should send them a messenger ; but they were 
frightened, and went away by the sea (riven) They 
arrived at the town called Bossa, or Booss?^ and 
their ship then rubbed (struck) upon a rock, and all 
of them perished in the river." 

" This fact is within our koowiedge, and peace be 
the end." 

{^^Ndte hy the Translator. — ^In addition to the 
above, tfiere is a kind of postscript appended to the 
document by a different hand, which, being both un- 
grammatical and scarcely legible, I had some diffi- 
culty in translating and giving it a proper meaning. 
The words, however, are, I think, as follows, though 
most of them have been made out by conjecture.") 

" And they agreed or arranged dmong themselves, 
iand swam in the sea (river), while the men who 
were with (pursuing) them appeared on the coast 
of the sea (bank of the river), and fell upon them 
till they went down (sunk) in it." 

By the following extract from a document in the 
late Captain Ciapperton's Journal in Africa, p. 334, 
it appears that Park and his party visited Timbuctoo. 
After briefly noticing the progress of the forty 
Christians as far as Sansanding, from which place 
|hey set out with only five n^en, it states that they 
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arrived at Masena, and that ** They sojonmed then 
with the prince, who was one of the sons of the 
Sultan of Timbuctoo, and whose name was Babal 
Kydiali. He entertained them, and gave them leave 
to proceed to Timbuctoo. They continued their 
voyage till they arrived in safety, fhre as they were, 
at the city of Timbuctoo, where they resided as 
long as God was' pleased. Thence they went on to- 
wards the country of S*oghy, till they came to one 
of its towns, called Gharwal*gaoo. There the Tua- 
ricks met and fought them severely till three were 
killed, and two only of them escaped with the 
vessei." 

^ They proceeded towards the east till they ar- 
rived at !Boossa; but the inhabitants fought and 
killed them, and their ship is to this moment there^ 
^liis k the substance and truth of the case.*' Thus 
terminated the first attempt made by the British 
government to discover the course of t(^e Niger. 

The next person who is supposed to have visited 
Timbuctoo, was an American seaman, named Adams, 
but his narrative throws no additional light on the 
course of the Niger. 

Amid the ei^traordinaiy political events which 
agitated the whole of Europe, further attempts at 
discovery were suspended till the commencement 
of the present peace. Accordingly, in the year 
1816, in conformity with the favourite h3rpothesis of 
Park, an expedition was sent to penetrate into Africa 
by the river Congo, with the view of arriving at the 
Niger, under the direction of Captain Tuckey, of 
the Royal Navy. The fate of this expedition was 
the counterpart of the preceding. Two hundred 
and eighty miles from the coast was the extent of 
its progress ; and the question was as f sur as ever 
from l^ing decided. At the same time, another 
party, consisting of a hundred men, were placed un- 
der the direction of Mtyor Peddie, to reach th6 Ni- 
ger by Park's route from the Gambia, and sent out 
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to meet that under Captain Tucl^ey. This paidtv as- 
cended the river Nunez, and were equally unfortu- 
nate with that which had gone to the Congo. 

The first intelUgence obtained respecting the 
course of the Niger, since its discovery by Park, 
was bv the late Captain Clapperton of the Navy, 
when he was at Sockatoo in 1824. IJe had reached, 
this place from Bornou, whither he had accompanied 
Major Denham and Dr. Oudney from Tripoli. Here 
he first eained the intelligence that the riyer ran to 
the south, and that it flowed into thesea at Funda. 
With this information, and a vast deajl more relating 
to other parts of Africa through whiph he had 
passed, Clapperton returned to England. His fa- 
vourable reception by Bello, the Falatah sultan, in- 
duced the British government to send him out agjcin, 
accompanied by Captain Pearce and Dr. Morrison 
of the Royal ^favy. These officers landed at Badd- 
gry, and the only one belonging to their party who 
reftumed safely to England was Richard Lahder, the 
attendant of Clapperton. Captain Pearce and Dr. 
Morrison died a few days after leaving Baddgry ; 
and Clapperton, accompanied by Lander, soon after 
arrived at Wo wow, from which place they visited 
Boo?sa, the place of Park's death., CJappepton had 
imbibed a strong aversion to descending the Niger, 
and made no secret of it to Lander. His flrn^ con- 
viction was, that whoever attenjpted to go down 
this river would fall by the attacks of the natives ; 
and would never live to reach its termination. Clap- 
perton crossed the river at Comie, below Boossa, 
and 'died soon after reaching^ Sockatoo. L^uider, 
having performed the last duties to the remains of 
his friend and master, commenced his return to 
England with his papers. Having trayersed a con» 
siderable part of the country as fax as Dunrora, he 
would in all piobability have found his way down 
the Niger, had he hot been interrupted by the na- 
tivesy and compelled to turn back. This c^pian^* 
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stance alone obliged him to return by his former 
route to Bad^igry, at which place he narrowly es- 
caped with his hfe. In this expedition, the positioii 
of Boossi, oti the banks of the Niger, was obtained, 
and an approximate position of Yaoorie, besides the 
course of the river between these places. 

During Clapperton's absence on nis second jour- 
ney, Major Laing penetrated from Tripoli to Timbuc- 
too. He had already escaped from an attack by a 
band of 'Fuaricks (a roving people who inhabit the 
desert), and had departed from Timbuctoo on his 
way to Sego, when he was inhumanly murdered by 
a Moorish merchant, named Bambooshi, whom ha 
had engaged as a guide. Major Laing's papers have 
not reached England, but it may still be hoped that 
his observations at Timbuctoo will not be finally 
lost 

A French man named Cailli6 has visited Timbuctoo 
since Major Laing, but his visit has produced no 
addition to our knowledge of the Niger. 

The natives near Boossa.seem to have but a vague 
notion of the course of the river below that place. 
At Tabra, in Nouffie, Clapperton was told that ** the 
Quorra rah into the sea behind Benin, at Funda; 
that the Nyffe people and those of Benin were the 
same j)eople; that Benin paid tribute to Nyffe." 
There is something remairkable in this; but Clap- 
perton attributes it to the desire of the natives to 
impress a stranger with an exalted opinion of their 
country. The Sultan Bello himself believed that the 
river, after passing Boossa and Wo wow, entered the 
sea at Funda. The extent of their knowledge of 
the river, apd how little their information was cal- 
culated to assist the geographer, may be seen by 
the following amusing extract from the explanation 
to BeUo's map, given in the Appendix, p. 333, of 
Clapperton^s book. ** Now the great river Cowdra 
comes, and here is its representation. This great 
river is the largest in 9II the territories of Haussa; 
tre know not of its source, nor of any one who has 
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seen it. It rushes and precipitates itself throoffh the 
country from left to rights and contains many islands, 
inhabited by fishermen, herdsmen, husbandmen, and 
settlers. As to the variety of its animals, bhtls, and 
fish, it is only known to the Lord Creator ; it has rocks 
and mountains which break and shatter to pieces all 
vessels that are driven against them ; and its great 
roaring and noise, with the agitation of its waves, 
astonish the hearer, and terrify the beholder ; and at 
tiie same time exhibit the ivonderful power of the 
Omnipotent Creator.** Such was the idea of Belle's, 
mallam or learned priest ; and again at p. 340, in 
•* a traditional account of different nations of Africa,** 
it is stated, that " the river Kowara runs through 
mountains, and a great many woods and forests ; 
and has mountains on the north and ^ast. This 
great river issues from the Mountain of the Moon ; 
and what we know of it is, that it comes from Soo- 
kan to Kiga, to Kabi, to Yaoori, to BoossI, to Wawa, 
and to Noofee,**— " but in that place there is another 
river, which springs from Zirma to Ghoober, to 
Zeflra, to Korg, or Korra, and then enters Noofee ; 
its liame is Kaduna," or the Koodoonia, the extent 
to which the Niger seems to have been known by 
the natives, although they had heard of Funda. 

Various accounts of the river had now been grad- 
ually collected from dift'erent sources, which afibrded 
grounds for fresh theories respecting its termination. 
That of Reichard was the favourite, although Wan- 
gara was dispensed with ; and that the river fell into 
9ie Gulf of Guinea was pretty generally agreed. 
These different opinions appeared in several publi- 
cations, in which, as might be expected, much error 
was mixed up with $he general correctness. That 
the river flowed into the sea at Funda was the grand 
point obtained, and where Funda might be was of no 
importance. The only exception to these was thei 
theory of Major Denham, supported by Sultan 6ello*8 
information, who continued its easterly course below 
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Boossft, and ended it in Lake Tsbad« ThiiS he doubt* 
less considered the more probable, as he says that 
he found a river Shary running into that lake. 
Major ^aing ended it in the river Valta, near Accra ; 
Clapperton brought it to the sea near the mouth of 
the Lagos, about half way between Baddgry and the 
mouth of the river Benin ; while Reichard concluded 
rightly that the river Benin was the outlet of the 
Niger. Others believed that the mouths of the nu- 
merous rivers between the Foitnoaa and the old 
Calebar were the outlets of this river ; dmong whom 
were Captain W. F. W. Owen, Captain A. T. E. 
Vidal, and Captain B, M. Kelley, besides several 
other naval officers who had been statioped on the 
coast. The accounts of Liverpool palm-oil traders 
favoured the same conclusion ; nevertheless, no one 
had yet explored the river below Bopssa, — all was 
uncertainty, and founded only on report and suppo- 
sition. A solitary attempt to reach it from the old 
Calebar river was made in 1805, by a Mr. Nicholls, 
who died shortly after leaving Duke Town ; and this 
is remarkable from having b^en the only one made 
from that quarter. 

The annexed map serves to show the extent of 
our knowledge of the river at this period. Park had 
laid down its course between Bammakoo and Silla 
in his first journey, and b^ found that its source 
was in the same mountainous range that gave rise 
to the Senegal. The part below Silla, as far as 
Timbuctoo, was the result of intelligence obtained 
by him in his second journey. Beyond Timbuctoo, 
the only place known to be situated on its banks 
was Boossa, the ix)sition of which had been deter- 
mined by Clapperton, but the actual -course of the 
river between those places remained entirely un- 
known. The part included within the dotted square 
is the result of the Landers' expedition ; and there- 
fore, that part be.tween Yaoori, the extent of their 
journey, and Timbuctoo, is all that remains to be 



«iiploi*ed ot tile Niger. Tkere is no dm4>t of it« 
eontimiity between tbose places, from the reports 
of Park, as the vessel he built at Sansaading wa0 
lost at Booss^ and they have been connected 1^ the 
broken line merely to show the probable comne ot 
the river* Considering the relative pontion of the 
Senegal and Niger, it is no matter of snrprise thai 
they should have been oonfotmded with each ott^er 
in the eariy stipes of history, althou^ they mn in 
opposite mrections, for, even at the present time, 
the ignorance of every one who had b^ applied to 
concemii^^ the river was the scdbject of remariL by 
the last travellers^ 

Snch was the uncertain condition in which ^e 
course of the I^ger remained, when the happy idea 
occiUTedof sending the Messrs. Lander to foHow its 
course below BooSsii. By this step the British gov# 
emroent completed what it had begun, and acco«i« 
plished, in a few months, the work of ages. Richard 
Lander, Well acquainted with the nature of such aa 
underti^cing, volunteered his services to perform it« 
His instructions, of which the following is a eopy^ 
were given to hinit and h^tvinff been supimed with the 
articles, a list of which will Be found in the Ai^pen« 
dix, accompanied by his brother JohUf he setoia on 
ttis interestaig eiqieditioa. 

-Sir, 
^I am Erected by Secretary Sir Georse Mur* 
ray to acquaint you, that he has deemed it ex^ 
pedient to accept the oflSsr which you hawe made, to 
proceed to Africa, accompanied W your brother,* 
for the purpose of ascertsaning the' course of the 
mat river which was crossed By the latb Captain 
Clappenrton^ <m Ms journey to Soceatoo; and a 



lUm ef«n die pffomlae of leward, my tnrdtlMC Mfirir toUmteerid lo 
tcoominny me.— IL L. 
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passage faavkigbeen accordingly engaged for yon and 
your broker on board of the Alert, merchant vessel, 
which is proceeding to Cape Coast Castle, on the 
western coast of Africa, I am to desire that 3rou will 
embark directly on board at that vessel. 

'' In the event of your falling in with any of his 
majesty's ships of war oathe coast of Africa, pre- 
viously to yoUr arrival a^ Cape Coast Castle, you 
wlU prevail on the master to use every endeavour to 
speak with such ship of war, and to deliver to the 
^Bcer commanding her the letter of which you are 
the bearer, and wMch is to require him 4o convey 
yourself arid your brother to Bad^ry^ to present you 
to the king, and to give you such assistance as may 
be required to enable you to set out on yom^joumey. 
' ** You should incur. as little delay as possible at 
Badigry, in order that, by reaching the hilly country, 
you may t>e more secure from those fevers which 
are known to be prevalent on the low lands of the 
ae^coast. r You are to proceed by the same road as 
on Ji previous occasion, as far as Katunga, unless 
you sl^ be able ^o iind, on the northern side of the 
mountains, a road which will lead you to Funda, on 
the Qttorra or Niger, in which case you are to pro- 
ceed direct -to Funda. If, however, it should be 
necessary to go as far as 4Catnnga, you are to use 
your endeavours to prevaQ on the chief of that 
country to assist you on your way to the Quorra, 
and with the means of tracing down, either by land 
or water, the course of that river as far as Funda. 

^ On your arrival at this place, you are to be very 
particular in your observations, so as to enable you 
to give a correct statement — 
' ^ Ist. Whether any, and what rivers fall into the 
Quorra at or near that {dace, or whetiier the^ whole 
or any part of the Quorra turns to the eastward. 

^ 2d. Whether there is at Funda, or in the neigh- 
bonihood, any foke or collection of waters, or hi^ 
swamp ; in which case yod are to go round such 
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lake or swaaip, and be very particular in examining 
whether any river flows mtd or ma of it, and in what 
direction it takes its course. 

^ Sd. If you should find that at Funda the Quom 
continues to flow to the southward, you are to fol- 
low it to the sea, where, in this case, it -may be pre- 
sumed to empty its waters ; but if it shoidd be fbimd 
to turn ofi" to the eastward, in which case it wfll most 
probably fall into the .Lake Tshad, 3h>u are to follow 
its course in that direction,'as far as you conceive 
you can venture to do, Mrith due^regard to your per- 
sonal safety, even to Bomou, in whkh case it wUl 
be for you to determine whether it may not be ad- 
visable to return home by the ^y of Feecan and 
Tripoli: if, however, after proceeding m an easterly 
course for some distance, the river should be found 
to turn ofif towards the south, you are to follow it, as 
before, down to thesea. In short, after having once 
gained the banks of the Quorra, either from Katunga 
or lower down, you are tb follow its course, if pos- 
sible, to its termination, wherever that may be. 

'' Should you be of opinion that the Sultan of Youri 
can safely be communicated with, you are at liberty 
to send your brother with a present to that chief, 
to ask in the king's name for certain books or papers 
which he is supposed to have, that belonged to the 
late Mr. Park? but you are not necessarily yourself 
to wait for your brother's return, but to proceed in 
the execution of the main object of your mission, to 
ascertain the course and termination of the Niger. 

*' You are to take every opportunity^ of sei^nu^ 
down by the coast a brief abstract of your proceed 
ings and observa^ns, furnishing the bearer lyith a 
note, setting forth the reward he is to have for his 
trouble, and requesting any English person to whom, 
it is presented to pay that reward, on the faith^that 
it will be repaid him by the British ^vemment. 

" For the performance of this service you are fur- 
nished with aU the articles-which yow have required 
for your personal convenieace durmg your Joumeyf 



togetiier with a Miin <>f two handled ^Msn is eeiOp 
amLin caae, iipofi ycHir arriTai at Badigiy, yoa shcrald 
find it absolutely necessary to provide yourself with 
a ftuther «om^y of doyars* Vou will be at Mberty to 
draw up^i tnis department for tfny sum not exceed* 
ing three hundred dc^lara^v 

^ Buring tbe^isnioi^yeflr the ana df one humbred 
pouqds w3l be paid to your wife, in quarterly pay* 
menta, andiq|MMi voixr retam a gratuity of one nun* 
dred^iounda will be paid to ymoaelf* 

^* Ail the paj^era and ot^aarratkma whidi yon shaH 
hriug back with you are 4o be d^iyered l^ yon at 
thia Ofl&ce, and vou wiU be ei^itled to reeeive any 
necuniary conaideratioa which maybe obtained froni 
the publicatian of the account of your journey. 

** I am, air, iic. Ac. 

(Signed) ♦*»,W.ILiY* 

(OopT oTdie letter tllvded to is the ftrefoinf Instnietiooet] 

"* Admiralty Qfiee. 9M De€€mber, 1889* 
"Sir, 
" I am commanded by my Lords Commiaakmera 
of the Admiralty to tranamijt to you a coi^ of a letter 
from Mr. Hay> relative to an expedition mto Africa, 
nndertaken by EKr. Richard Lander and hk brother ; 
and I am to signi^ their lordships' directions to you,, 
to take measures for conveying Mes^ra* Lander urom 
Cape Coast Castle to Badte^T* to be tfaiereiireaented» 
as desired in Mr. Hay'is letter, to the authoritiea of 
the place, as persons in whose weViEve the British 
government takes much interest ; aod also to pvovide 
these travellers with any assistance of which they 
may stand in need for the prosecution of their under-» 
taking. *f I am, sir, Uc^ Ice 

^J, BiLBaoWt 
" To Commodore Couna, CB^orth^ 
Commanding Officer of any of Ms Mcfjetty** 
ships which Mesirs, LAKDsa may fatt ^ 
yfith on the Coast, qf JWric^'' 
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' The travellers have succeeded ; their discorery is 
already known to the world»and the following pages 
contain the particulars of their journey. There are 
two features which distinguish this expedition from 
all those that have proceeded it^-Hiamely, the mag- 
nitude and importance of Uie discovery, and the 
small means by which it has been accomplished. 
Science here was out of the question, and all de« 
pended on that homely quality of the mind, ** deter- 
mination of purpose," a leading feature in the char- 
acter of our countrymen, without which science 
itself is of little avail. 

The elder brother, Richard Lander, is already 
known to the world as the faithful attendant of the 
late Captain Clappertom The manner in which he 
had acquitted himself of his trust, amid the diffici:dtie8 
he had to contend with after that officer's death, be- 
c^ke him as worthy of being sent on such a mission, 
when scientific observations i^^re not expected; and 
the residt has proved the justness of ihe opinion that 
had been formed of him. Descended from^iyomish 
parents, and gifted with no extraordinary talent, it 
was not his fortune to boast either the honours of 
high birth, or even to possess the advantages of a 
commonplace education. His leading quSity has 
been a share of perseverance, rivaUing that of any 
former traveller. This perseverance, under the pro- 
tection of Divine Providence, has enabled him to 
surmount every difficulty, to unlock the portals of 
western Africa, and he has now the proud gratifica- 
tion of knpwing that he has well earned that reward 
from his king wliich has placed him in honourable 
competency. 

The younger brother, John Lander, infiueiM^ by 
a laudable desire of assisting his brother and of visit- 
ing Africa, accompanied him oh the journey without 
pecuniary expectsmcy ; and it is due to him to state, 
that the narrative is largely indebted to his observa- 
tion. Natendly of a warm imaguiatioiif his descripi' 
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^ns are iiioi without their faults^ bfit while iids is 
acknowledged, it must be admitted that he has en- 
riched the Jonmal with much interesting and valua« 
ble information. In point of education and titerary 
attainments John Lander has the advantage of his 
brother, su^ has already produced several essays, in 
prose and verse, besides^ having written the accounts 
of his brother's former journey. Having shared the 
dangers of his last expedition, he has b^n promised 
an employmait under government suitable to his 
abilities ; and the friends of knowledge and science 
will rejoice in seeing these travellers,.the only two 
left of those who have gone out oh this dangerous 
mission, become objects of their countrv's care. ^ 

The first annual premium of fifty guineas, which 
has been fdaced at tne disposal of the president and 
eouncil of the Royal Geographical Society, by his 
most gracious majesty, was awarded to Richard Lan- 
der, as having been charged with the expedition. Chi 
the 14th of November it was presented to him by the 
{nvsident, Lord Goderich, accompanied by a few ob« 
servations most gratifying to^his feehngs ; and it is 
a remarkable fact, that the incorporation of the Afri« 
can Association with the Geographical Society was 
announced by his lordship immediately afterward,^— 
that Association whose first and chief solicitude had 
been the grand discovery for which the reward had 
been just bestowed. 

The unfortunate disaster that befell the travellers 
at Kirree nearly deprived the world of the fruits of 
their observations ; but fortunately, although those 
of each in diflerent parts of the journey were lost in 
the river, the thread of the narrative has be^i pre* 
served eatite by what remained. The first portion 
of the Journal is innn the observations of John 
Lander,— rthose of Richard, between their dc^parture 
from England and Rabba, haying been lost The 
remaind^ of it, to the conclusion, is from the jour- 
nal of Richard I^ander, assisted by that oi his iHrotheri, 
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part of the journal of the latter, between Rahba and 
Klrree, being also lost. And there is little doubt 
that the parts which have thus perished would have 
added materially to the value of the wliole. In pre- 
paring the journals for publication for the sake of 
clearness, as well as in pursuance of custom, Richard 
I^ander, the elder brother, being charg^ with the 
expedition, has been considered as the principal, and 
the journal of John Lander, labile they were .sepa- 
rate from each other, is preserved in his own name. 
This plan having been determined on after about 
half 01 the first volume had been printed, a few alter- 
ations became necessary, and these have been made 
without departing from the sense intended to. be 
conveyed. 

In conclusion, a word or two maybe said respect- 
ing the mapwhich has been constructed from the 
journals. The accomplished surveyor will look in 
vain, along the list of the articles with which the 
travellers were supplied, for the instruments of his 
calling; and the man of science, to form Jus opinion 
of it, need only be told, that a common compass was 
all they possessed to benefit geography, beyond the 
observation of their senses. Even this trifling though 
important assistance was lost at Kirree, below which 
place the sun became their only guide. Too much 
faith must not therefore be reposed in the various 
serpentine courses of the river on the map, as it is 
neither warranted by the resources nor the ability 
of the travellers. The map, in its most favourable 
point of view, can be considered only as a sketch of 
the river, authenticated by personal observation, 
which will serve to assist future travellers, from 
whose superior attainments something nearer ap- 
proaching to geographical precision may be expected. 
Even under these circumstances, the present travel- 
lers will always derive ample satisfaction in reflect- 
ing that they have served as pioneers of African 
discovery. A. B. B. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Pipvcort fram Bag lmi A nAw irg Cape OomI— AnuHb^o— Aeen— 

Wc embarked from Portsmouth on the 9th of 
January, 1830, in ^e brig Alert, Tyson master, for 
Cape Coast Castle, where we arrived on the 93d of 
the following month, baring had a quick but bois^ 
terons and unpleasant passa^ of forty-two days. 
We should be s^ly wanting m gratitude and everjr 
poper feeling, if we were to omit acknowledging", 
in this place, the truly handsome and gentleman^ 
treatment we experienced from Mr. Geo^ Maclean, 
president of the council at Cape Coast, who had been 
car felloe-passenger in the Alert, as well as the 
merchants resident there, who welcomed us on our 
arrival. In fact, they tM vied with each other in 
making themselves agreeable, and in showing us the 
most marked attention; ana they entertained us 
with a generous hospitality which would have done 
honour to the boasted olden time. Here we were 
fortunate enough to engage old Pascoe and his wife; 
with Jowdie, who haod been employed on the last 
. mission, together with Ibrahim and Mina, two Bor- 
non men, who were well acquainted with English 
manners, and could converse in the Haussa langrnage. 
These individuals promised to be very useful in the ' 
expedition, more especiaUy^ld Pascoe, whose merits 
fB an mteipreter are unquestioimUe, 
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After remainuig at Cape Coast Castle eight ^ys, 
we accompanied Bfr. Maclean on a visit to Mr. 
HutcMnson, commandant of Anamab6o, which is 
about nine miles* distance from the former place. 
This gentleman receiv^ us in a manner that does 
equal honour to his lieart and feelings. Would that 
we could repay him in any way for his generous 
abandonment and forgetfulness of all his private 
concerns, solely to please and amuse his guests ; 
would . that we could command language forcible 
and blowing enough to express the gratitude we feel 
for the disinterested kindness he showed us at Anar- 
mab6o. Mr. Hutchinson lives hi his c^le like an 
English baron in the feudal times, untinctured, how- 
ever, by barbarism or . igporance^ for the polished 

- refinementa of life have insinuated themselves into 
his dwelling, though it is entirely surrounded by 
savages,, and though the charming sound of a lady's 
voice is seMom or nevei^ heard i|i his lonely hall. 
His silken banners, his turreted castle, his devoted 
vfissals, his hospitality, and even his very soUtari- 
nessy aU conspire to recall to the mind the manners 
and way of life of an old Engtish baron in one of the 
most interesting periods of pur histoiy, while the 
highly chivalrous and romantic spirit of the gentle- 
man alluded to is strictly in unison with the impres- 
sion. Mr. Hutchinson has resided very many years, 
on the coast, and is one of the few individuals that have 
visited the capital of Ashantee, wherein he resided 
eight months, and obtained a better acquaintance 
with the manners, customs, and pursuits of that war- 
like, enterprising, and original nation than any other 
European whatever. In the Ashantee war he took 
a Very active part, ^d rendered important and valu- 
able services tathe causa he so warmly espoused. 
We abode at the fort till the 4th of March, when 
we bade adieu to our kind host, and our much- 

' respected friend Mr. GeorgeJVf aclean, and embraced 
4 the opportunity of sailing iu the Alert for Accrai 
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whdfe we expected to find a vessel to take in to 
Baddgry, in me Bight of Benin, . agreeably to our 
instructions. 

For the last time we beg leave to express our 
gratitude to the worthy president and the council at 
Cape Coast, for their nolfle and . feeling treatment 
of us, strangers, and to assure them that we shall 
cherish the remembTance> of it, as long as we Hve. 
It is conduct such as this, so flattering to one's self- 
love, that makes the deepest and most lasting im- 
pression on the heart, and that clin^ to it when the 
memory of other and perhaps more important things 
has long passed away. 

In two days we arrived opposite the British fort 
at Accra, ^md landed <m the 7th. Here we abode 
with Mr. Fry, the commandant, a whole week, which 
afforded us apple leisure to stroll abou^ the neigh- 
bourhood, and admire the surpassing beauty of the 
country. Accra is,, without exception, the plea- 
santest and most healthy Bri^sh settlement oh the 
western coast of Africa^ Its trade has perhaps suf- 
fered by the late unfortunate Ashantee war, in com- 
mon with Cape Coast Castle and other places; but 
it is beginning to revive again. His majesty's brig 
CUnker arriv^ jthe day before us, and two days after 
she was joined by the Medina sloop of war and the 
Black Joke. , 

On the 15th we embarked oh board the Chnker, 
Lieutenant Matson. commander, and having sailed 
direct for Badtoy, we dropped anchor in the road- 
stead in front of that town on the 19th. My brother 
landed and was introduced to the chief by Mr. 
Brown, master of the brig, on the following day, and 
everything having been arranged to our satisfaction, 
the luggage was safely landed on the 21st. 

From Lieutenant MatsoQ, an officer to whom we 
are under infinite obligations for the many courtesies 
and acts of kkidness he showed us, we received a 
young man of colour named .Antonio^ son to the 
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chief of Bonny, \idio eageiiy embraced the oopor^ 
tnnity of proceeding with vs into the interior, being 
impressed with the notion that he should be enabled 
to reach his home and country by means of the 
Great River, or Niger. 

March 22d. — Cheered by six hearty huzzas, .good- 
naturedly ^ven us by the crew of the Clinker, al 
Ifie desire of her ^lant commander, we sailed ta< 
wards the beach m one of the brig's boats in the 
earlier part of the afternoon, and having been taken 
into a canoe that was waithig at the edge of thcr 
breakers to receive us, we were plied over a tre- 
mendous surf, and flung with violence on the bum^ 
ingsands. 

Wet and uncomfortaMe as this accident had ren^ 
dered us, we had no change of linen at hand, and we 
wdkc^d to a small creek about the distance of a 
quarter of a mile from ibe seashore, where we were 
taken into a native cano^e, and conveyed asSelj 
through an extremely narrow chamiel, overhung 
with luxuriant vegetation, into the- Bad^igry river» 
which is a branch of the Lagos. It is a beautiful 
body of water, resembhng a lake in miniature; its 
surface is smooth and transparent as glass, and it« 
picturesque banks are shaded by trees of a lively 
verdure. We were soon landed on the cmposite 
side, when our road lay over a magnificent plaui, on 
which deer, antelopes, and buffaloes are pften ob- 
served to feed. Numbers of men, women, and chil- 
dren foDowed us to the town of Badligry, and they 
niade the hiost terrific noises at our heels ; but whe- 
ther these were symptoms of satisfaction or dis- 
pleasure, admiration or ridicule, we coidd not at first 
understand. We were soon, however, satisfied that 
the latter feeling ivas predominant; and indeed our 
clothing was exceedingly grotesque, consisting of 8 
straw hat lars^er than an \unbreUa, a scarlet Mo- 
hammedan tobe or tunic and belt, with boots and 
lull Turiush trousers. So unusual a dress migbt 
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weU ettiise tTfe people f 6 laugh heartily ; tsey l^rer^ 
all evidently highly amused i but the more modest 
ofthe females^ unwilling to give us any uneasiness^ 
turned aside to concearthe titter, fromwWch they 
were utterly suable to refrain* 

On our way we observed various groups of people 
seated under the spreadmg branches of superb treeSy 
▼ending provisions and country clotti ; and on our 
approach many of these arose and bowed, while 
others fell on their knees before us in token of re^ 
spect. We reached the dwelUng which had been 
prepared for m about three o'cloclc in the afternoon $ 
but as the day i^as too far advanced to visit the cljief 
or king, we sent a messenger to inform him of our 
intention of pa3ring him oiir respects to-^tnorrow 
morning. 

March 23rf.-- At nine o'clock tMs morning, agree-^ 
ably to yesterday'^ . promise, we visited the chief at 
his residence, which is soipewhat more than half se 
mile from our own. On our entrance he was sitting^ 
On a couple of boxe^ in a small bamboo apartment^ 
from whpse^ sides were suspended a great quantity' 
of muskets.and swords, with a fewpaftry umbrellas^ 
ahd a couple of horns' tails^ which ar^ used for the 
purpose of brushing away fli^s aiid • other insects^ 
King Adooley looked up in our faces without making 
any observation, and diet not rise from his seat to 
congratulate us on our arrival. He appeared in deep 
reflection, and thoi^htfully rested hisv elbow on am 
old wooden table, pSlowing his head on his hand^ 
One of the most venerable and ancient of his sub* 
jects was squatted at the feet of his master, smoking 
from a pipe of extraordinarylength ; while Lantern, 
his eldest son and heir-ajpfparent, was kneeling at his 
side, etiquette not allowing the youth to sit in preB* 
ence of his father. Every thing bore an air of cioom 
and sadness totally different from what we haq been 
led to expect. We shook hands, biit the pressure 
ofthe chief was so veiy faint tha^ it was iscareely 
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perceptible; yet, aotwithstandiogthis appsurent cold- 
ness, we seated oiurselves, OIl^ oa each side, withf- 
out ceremony or embarrassment* The conversatioa 
was commenced on our part by inqiuring alter the 
chiePs health, which was answered only by a lan« 
guid smile, a»d he, again, relapsed into his former 
thoughtfulness. We then displayed to the greatest 
advantage the presents we had brought for him from 
England; they were.accepted, it is true, but withoiH 
the slightest demonstration of pleasure. or satisfac- 
tion ; they were scarcely looked at, and ,were car- 
tied away by his attendants with real of seemins 
indifference. This was very mortifying, but we said 
not a word, though it was the easiest thingjmagin- 
able to perceive that all was not right. A. reserve^ 
the cause whereoT we could not define, and a cold- 
ness toward§ us for which we could in nowise ac- 
count, marked the conduct of the once spirited and 
good-4iatured chief of Bad^igry, and prepared us to 
anticipate vwous difficulties m the prosecution of 
our pjaiis, which we are persuaded will require 
much art and influence to surmount Adooley left 
us abruptly in the midst of the conversation^ am did 
not return for some time.^ 

Wearied at length with. his lon^ delay, we des- 
patched a messenger to a<^uaint him that we were 
becoming ihipatient, said would feel obUged by his 
immediate return, in order to put an end to our con- 
fercQce, or pcUdver, as it is emphatically styled, as 

rdily as possible. On recejiving this message 
chief hastened pack, and. entered the apart- 
ment with a melancholy countenance, which was 
partially concealed behind large volumes of smoke 
from a tobacco-pipe which he was using^ He seated 
Mmself between us as before, and gave us to under- 
stand, in a very tow tone of voice, that he was but 
lust recovering from a severe iSness,., and from 
the effects of a variety of misfocltunes which had 
leadeied him almost brokeQ-hearted# Hi» geneial^ 
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Bombanee said Poser (mentioned in ClappertonV 
journal), and all his most able warriors, hs^ either 
been slain in batHe or fEdlen by other yiol^l means. 
The former in particular, whose loss he more par* 
ticularly lamented, h^d been captured by the Ls^fps 
people, who were his^^most' inveterate enemies* 
When this mtfortunate man was taken priapner, his 
right ha»i was immediately naded io lus head, u^ 
tl^ other looped off lik^' a twigf. In this manner he 
was para^ through the town, and exposed to tiie 
▼iew of the people ; whose curiosity b^ng satiated^ 
Borabanee's head was at length severed from his 
8hoi]Mers, and, bein^ dried in the son and beat to 
dust, was sent in triumph to the chief of Badigry. 
To add to his calamities, Adooley V house, whidi 
contained an immense quantity of gunpowder, had 
been blown up ^by accident, and destroyed aU his 
property, consisting of a variety of presente, most 
of ttiem very vaTuaUe, that had/ been made him by 
Captsdn Olapperton and^iy European merohanis ana 
traders in slaves, llie chief ^mdiiis^ women escaped 
with difficulty from the eonfla|[ration i but as it was 
the eustom to keep the muskets andotheriirearms 
constantly loaded, their contents were (Hscharged 
into the bodies and legs of those individuals ^at had 
flocked to the spot on the first alarm'. The flames, 
spread with astcmishing raputtty, notwithstanding 
every exertion, and ended in 4he destruction of a 
great part of the town. This accounted in^some' 
measure for ^ sad and grievous esqMresmon so 
strongly depicted ^ on the chief's countenance; but 
still anotiier and more powerful reason doubtless 
influenced him on this occasion. 

On returning to our residence, a^ number oi 
** principal men,''- as they .style themselves, were m-^ 
troduced, to compliment us on coming to thek 
country, although their true and only motive for 
visiting our quairters was the expectation X>C obtain*, 
itig roffi) which is the frmt object of Jitraetioa to. 



idl bt i^m. We have been amioyed ^mmg tte 
better part of^titieday by a trft>e of ragged be^rars, 
whose vmp(X[pxmty 48 reaUy 4li8git8tiiig4 and the 
liimiber of old fat-headed and pot-bellied ipen* and 
•kkmy, flap-eared wom«i of the last ceotiiryy haa 
been iimneitaey- . To these garrulous ladi0s^and gen- 
tiemen hare we been obliged to kugh ^od talk, and 
i^ake hands, and crack fillers, and bend our bodies 
^ttd^bow our heads, tod j^ace our handd with so- 
lemnity on oar heads and breasts; make presents, 
and cnage, fi£twn, and flatter up to the present 
moment, >!diicfa is past . bed-time. We have not iup 
^deedhad i^ moment's relaxation from this excessive 
fatigue ; smd the consideration- that we have been 
wwed on by flie ehieTs eldest sen h^ been for<» 
gotten in the mortifying inconveniences to which 
we have been subjected. 

Had Job, among his other trials, been exposed to 
the horrors of ^ intarminHbie African pt0v€r, his 
patknce uuiit have forsaken him. For my own 
piart, I am of (pinion that I shidl never be a general. 
A»rourite with -this eyer>-gnnning^d Icnpiaciotta. 
peofde. If I laugh, and lao^ 1 mo^ certainly must^ 
tt is dmie against my inclination, ^md consequently 
with a very bad Igraoe. Fox ^ ^^ ^^^ years of 
my life, I have b^atold that I^wais never even seen 
to smile ; and since that period. Heaven knows, my 
merriment has been confined to partie«bur and ex- 
traordinary occasions only. How then is it possi- 
ble that I can be grinning and playing the ^fool froih 
morning to nighty positively without any just incen- 
tive to do so, and sweltering at the same time under 
a sun that causes my body to bum with intense heat, 
giving it ttae appearance of shrivelled parchment. 
F^tunatety, these savages, for savagee they most 
certunly are in the fullest extent of the word, can- 
not disMnguish between ^ai and ficti^ous joy; and 
although 1 was vexed at hearty and virished them all 
at the bottom of the^Red Sea, orsoniewlMre^ele^Ii 



teve eterf fmlsoii to bettere that ray forced itlempU 
to please die natives hare so fax been successAil ; nod 
that 1 haye obtained the reputation, which I eer^ 
tainiy do not deserve, of bemg one of the ideas* 
antest uid best4empered persons hi the workL 

One of the Fetish-m^ had just sent us a present 
of a duck, Mly askffge as an Enghsh goose ; but as 
the fellow expects ten times its vilue in retam, it is 
BO proof, I tmnky of the benevolehce of his dispo^ 
dtion. Last night we were obhgedrto staition armed 
men around our house, for the purpose of t)rotecting 
our goods litMn the rapacity of a multitude of 
thieves that infest this place, and who display the 
greatest cummig imaginaMe to ingratiate ttiem- 
seives in our favoiBr. We arose umefre^ed tins 
morning, at dajrbreak, the noise of diildren crying, 
the fiHng of guns, and the discordant 80un<l of 
drums a^ homs, preren^ng us from enioykig the 
sweetness of repose, so infinitely desiraole after a 
iong day spent m a routine of tivesome eeremony 
and etiquette. ( 

March 34<^*-^OHe of the dnef a mesiengers, who 
is a Haussa mallam,^ or priest, presented himself «l 
tiie door of our house this morning, foHowed by a 
large and handsome spotted sheep Ibom his native 
country, whose neck was adomedUwith httle bells, 
which made a pretty jinglu% noise. We were nradi 
pre^ssess6d in this man's i^vowr by .the cadrnness 
and-'seremty of his ccmnt^iance, and tiie modesty, 
•r rather tinudity t»f ^ bis maioners. He was dressed 
in the Haussa costiune, vis. c^ tobe, trousers, and 
suadals. He wore ^our large silver, rings on his 
thumb, and his left wrist was omam«nted with- li 
solid silver bracelet. This is the oidhr mdividoid 
^at has^yet visited us panriy with msintesested 
motives, as idltbeotiier» make it a ^e^aoii^4o beg 
vHieaevertiieyikv^mr us vnth their oon^ai^, .Bat 
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Hhe m«tt$BH it is-io be miikrstDod* is a MijUMraloMfl^ 
imd it i» tike fast of the Rhamadan, ao that ^ ia for# 
hidden by.hia creed either te eat or drink £rom the 
naing to the .setting o£ the suit. 

A Falatah reai(uiig in the town has agreed to 
fln^y m with cow's milk every morning) as knig 
as we may have, occasion to remain ; he ia Ukewiae 
a Itfohammedan; and, imitating the example of the 
maUanif he scrt^ulQusly adheres to the ligorona 
I»«ceptai of his reHgion* ; , 

The chiefs eldest son has been with us the 
greatest part of to-day. Tb^ manners of this yoang 
inan ara reserved, but respeetfhl ; he is a great a£ 
nirer of the English, and has obtained a smattering 
«f their language. Although Jms appearanoe is e;&r 
tremely bo;^shv he has already Uiree .wvrea, and is 
the fa&er of two ohildren. . His; front teeth am 
filed to a point ader the manner of tiie. Lagos peo- 
]de; but notwithstanding this disadvaiilage, his^e** 
tures bear less mai^Ls o^ £iroci|y than we have 
observed in the countenance of any one of his couji* 
tiymen, while his general deportment is infinite^ 
Bore pleasing and hlmble than th^iis. Wheat 
askedt whether, if it were in his power to do ao, he 
would iiyure Us two^ at any Eura|)ean that n^jhi 
hereaCter visit Bad^^S^^ ka made no. replyt bii( 
■iknfly approached our seat, and falhng on lib knteea 
at our ieet,he piesaed me with eatferyieto to hia aoA 
naked bosoa^ and aieotkMMUbely kissed my hand. I 
Ihoagfat tiiat language and expreasiim would nol 
have beau half so eloquent aa thuk 

We have heard to-cuy that peaoe has been estab^ 
Hsked between Porto Novo and Badigry. Tl^ 
m a ss i nggf that faronsht this agfeeafale Mfws has 
f w ae nttd Adoc^ with tinrae alaves, from hia 
anstar, the dbief of the lomier atafte^ aa.aiokan tiMi 
itistobelaatiBg. This diatraetad'eKMUitiyiaefttr 
at- war with her haigfabours, and cone^u^ntly ia 
always in a alate of agitatkMi and jnaerty. Pro* 
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^riakms are from the i^ime cause extiemely acarce and 
dear. . 

Since our conference with .ttie chief on Tuesday 
we have learned, with suriNdse and iserpow, that a 
party of the populace have expressed themselves 
decidedly hostile to our projects^and that its leaders 
are <M>ntuiually with Adooley, using all their inflii- 
ence, and exercising all their cunningy in order to 
awaken his siumbering jealoi^y. They, endeavour 
to persuade him to demand, ere >he grants, us leav$ 
to pass durough his country, a sum of money, if^ich, 
they are all aware, it is not in our power to pay, and 
theirefbre, tbey imagine we shidi be compelled to 
abandon the undertiddsig» The first intimati(Hi w^ 
received of the effect of these insinuations on the 
mind of the chief wasin'ought us this morning by 
one who pronounces himself to -be on " our side.'? 
This man asstnred us, with an' ominous i^sage, that 
Adooley had declare4 in, the heanng of all the. peof 

ge, that the coat we had. given him was intended 
r a boy, and not a man ; if was thwefore unworthy 
his acceptance as a king) and he considered that we 
meant to insult him. The coat aUa^ed to by Adooley 
is indeed extremely old*(ashioned, and belonged to 
a surgeon in the navy about twenty years ago, poU 
withstanding which it is now almost as good*, as 
new, and was^ made very.Bhowy by the ad£tion of 
a pair of tarnished gfM epaiuets. Nor can aigr 
thing be clearer than ^at an enemy of ours has 
been striving to rend^ the chief discontented and 
misUvMtful, since nothing, was sojrkdly reoeived aa 
this very coat tWQ dayf^ago* : "^ ^counteract the 
efforts of the malicioas, we have been tmusally busy 
to-day iaaouadii^ th6 disposition of those wh^ 
we are indined to believe, from the fondness they 
evince ipr o^ur ram, are £iLvourable to our intentiona 
aad, devoted .to our iaterests. 

Two mulattioea re#de in Ihe town, one of w^om 
ifS^ name fiooper« acta, as inter^ter to Adoolej^r 
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iBind shares a good deal of his confidence.^ He wai 
born at Cape Coast Castle in 1780, an^ was for 
many years a soldier in the African corps. Hiq 
father w£3 an Englishman, and he boasts of beir^ 
a British subject. He is excessively yain of his 
origin ; yet he is the most confirmed dnmkard alive, 
always getting intoxicated before breakfast, and re« 
^aimng in a soaking state all day long. This does 
not, bowever, make him regardless of his personal 
interests, to which, on the contrary, he is ever alive, 
and indeed s^rifioes every other feelings The oHier 
mulatto can read and write English tolerably wefi, 
having received his education at' Sierra Leone ; he 
is a slave to Adooley, and is almost as bad as Hooper 
as tor drinking. These political adfisers of the 
chief we have had little difficulty inlnribing. over to 
our interests: we have likewise been tampering 
with several native chiefs^ apparently with equal 
success. Unfojtunately, everv one styles himsetf 
a great and powerful man^ and old Hooper himself 
cdls a host of raffged scoundrels, ^ noblemen and 
gentlemen.** Each of these he advises and conjures 
as to conciliate vrith presents, ^andespe^aUy spirito* 
ous liquors, in order to do away any evU impression 
they may secretly have received, and obtain their 
suffirages, though it should be at the expense of hadf 
the goods in our possession. There is hairdly any 
knowing who is monarch-here, or eten what jform 
of government prevails. Besides the king of kings 
himself, the redoubtable Adooley^ four f3lows as- 
sume the title of royalty^ namely, the kii^ of 
Spanish Town, of Portuguese Tovm, of En^sh 
Town, and of French Towi^^Ba^Uigry being divided 
into four districts, bearing the names of the Euro- 
pean nations just mentioned. This evening we re- 
ceived an invitation from the former of tiiese chief- 
tains, who by all accoimts was onginaUy ^be ^dl^ 
governor of the country, untfl his authori^ #a8 
wrested from him bv-a more powerM hand. B» 
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BOW Eves in retirement, vad snbsists by purchasing 
slaves and res^lin^ tfaem to Spanish and Portimiese 
traders. In hkn we found a meek and venerable old 
man, of respectable appearance. He was surrounded 
by a number of men and boy^ his household slaves, 
who were aU armed with pistols, daggers, muskets, 
'Outlasses, swords, &c*, the manufacture of various 
European countries. In the first place, he assured 
us Uiat nothing could §^ve him more j>lea8ure than 
to welcome us to Bad^igry ; and be very much won- 
dered that we had not visited him before. If we 
had a present to give hjm, he said, he would thank 
tts, but if we had . not« still he would thank us. A 
table was then brought out into the court before the 
house, whereon decanters and glasses, with a bum^ 
ing liquor obtained from the Portuguese, were placed^ 
In one corner of the 3rard was a Uttle hut, not more 
than two leet in height, wherein had been placed a 
Fe^sh figure, to preserve the chief from any danger 
or mischief which our presence might otherwise 
iiave entailed u{)Oa him., A portion, of the spirit 
was poured into one of the glasses, and from It 
emptied into each of the others, and then diwk 
by the attendant that had fetched it frojn tiie 
house. This is an old custorav introduced, no 
doubt, to iHoevent masters irom being poisoned 
by the treachery ^f their slaves. As soon as tjbe 
deeanters had been emptied of their contents, other 
ardent smrits were prodooedf but as my brother 
imagined that fetish-wat^ <had been mingled with 
it* we dmply took about a tea^apoonful mto our 
mouths, and privately eybtsied it on me groimd. The 
eld chief promised to return our visit to*morrowi 
4uid lifting up his teinds and eyes to heaven, like a 
child in the attitude of prayer, he invoked ^e Al* 
mighty to preserve and bless us (for this wast the. in- 
terpretation of hift elpressions).^ We then saluted 
ium in the usual mumer, ieuid returned, well ^ease^ 
(toew »ini Itttiitaliat. 
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If OQ^ niay be' allowed to form an opinion of 
^e popdlaition of Bad&gry from the Vast number of 
sellers^ he meets with, or rather if the number of 
buyers bears any proportion to them, the town must 
be-wonderfully populous, for though the old chiers 
residence is above a mile and a lialf from ours, people 
^were found vending a variety of articles at every 
rtep of'the way. 

We are most anxious to mroceed on our jonmey, 
but the chief Adooley evades our solicitations to 
depart under- the most fHvotous and absurd pre- 
tences. He asserts that his ^ncipal ^reason for 
detaining us here against our inclination is the ap- 
prehension he ehtertains ^r our safety, the road 
not being conisi^ered in a good state. Under this 
impression he has despatched a messenger to Jenna, 
to iascertain if the affairs of that country warrant 
4iis sending us thither. The old king of Jenna, whO| 
it will be recollected, behaved so kindly to Oaptaih 
Olapperton's laist mission, iis dead ; and although a 
successor has been appointed to fill his place, he iB 
not yet arrived from Katunga. This being the case, 
no One will be-^t Jenna to receive us. Meantime the 
rainy season is fast ap^nroacyng, »s is sufficiently 
announced by- repeated showers' ami occseional 
tornadoes; and what. "makes us still moi^ desirotn 
to_ leave this ahominabie ^ace is the fact (as we 
have been told) th^ a sacrifice of no less than three 
hundred human beings, of both sexes and all ages, 
is shortly to take place. We often hear the cries 
of m^uiy of these poor wretches;' and ^e heart 
sickens with horror at the bare contemplation <A 
such; a scene as awaits us, should we remain here 
much longer. We therefore can only wish, that if 
such is to be the case, we may not be compelled to 
witness this bloody abomination. ^ 

March 25^A-—^We^ere. awaked this morning by 
the 'warbling oi -a y^riety of small birds, wfaieh, 
percHed on the branches ii the b&mxMji tnm mxr^ 
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Toundtnf our hquse, soreQade 4i8 jto ehanningly that 
we can never close opr eyes after daybredic ; in 
fact, it would be a ^harne ki us to do so while we 
can listen to melody so truly enchanting. Shortly 
after the sun tises our house is full ol visiters ; and 
from that time tiU evening we resign ourselves very 
complacently to a speciei^ of punishment which is, 
I fancy, less tolerable than purgatory. Alter crack- 
ing fingers a hundred timesr ana grinning as often, 
we were informed this forenoon tliat the chiefs 
messenger had returned from Jenna; but for some 
reason at present unknown to us, the man was 
alrtiost Immediately sent back ; and we are toldiluut 
w^ cannot quit B^dagry until he again ^makes his 
appearance^ It is tl^ custom' in this place, that 
when a man cannot p9.y his respects in person to 
another,, he sends a servant with a sword^or cane, in 
the same manner as a gentleman deUvers his card in. 
England.. We ha,ve received a great number of 
compliments to-day in this fashion ;^ and it is almost 
supei^uous to say that a cane or sword is at all times 
a mord welcome and agreeable visiter than its owner 
would have been. 

We had not finished breakfast this morning before 
llooper introduced himself for his accustomed glass 
of spirits, t^ prevent him, according to his own ac- 
count, from, getting sick. He took the opportunity 
of informing us that it would beabsolutely. necessary 
to visit" the, " noblemen^ that had declared them- 
selves " on our side." As we strove to court popu- 
larity and conciliate these vagabonds by ^v^ty means 
in our power, we approved of Jlooper's counsel, and 
went, in the first place, to the house of the late Gen^ ' 
eral Poser, which is at present under the (superin- 
tendence of his head-man. Him we found squatting 
indolently on a mit, and several old people -were 
holding a conversatiou with him. As the death of 
Poser IS -not generally knovn to the people, it bising 
concealed from them (or fear of excitkig ja com- 
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molioir ia fhe^tdwn, for he was UkiirersaUy loved 
Bud respected, we werie not permitted even to men- 
tion his name, ^d the steward set us the eitample 
by prudently confining his conversatiop to the neces- 
sity of making him a present proportional^le to his 
expectations and the dignity ^of his situation. Mus- 
kets and other warlike instruments were i^uspended 
^m the sides of the apartment, and its ceiling was 
decorated with ^tlshes and Arab texts in pr&fusion. 
Gin and water wer^ produced, and partaken of with 
avidity by all preseM, sk>re especiallv by the two 
mulattoes that had attended us, which b^ing done, 
the head-man wished the "fereat Spirit** to prosper 
us in all our undertakinffs, and told us not to forget 
his present by any memia. We shortly afterward 
paid our respects, and quitted the apartment with 
reelings of considerable satisfaction ; for its confined 
air was so impure, that a longer stay, to say the 
least of it, wocdd have been highly unpleasant. A» 
it was, we had consumed so much time in Poser^s 
house, that we found it necessary to alter our inten- 
tion of visiting the other ^chiefs ; and therefore re-» 
solved tp pay our respects to Adooley, whom we 
had' hot seen for two days. Accordingly we re- 
paired immediately to his resifience, and were wel- 
comed to it yrith^ much better grace than on any 
previdus occasion. 

The chief was eatmg an undressed onion, and 
seated on an old taUe, dangling Ms legs underneath 
it with a vacant thoughtlessness of manner, which 
our abrupt intrusion somewhat dissipated. He in- 
foriped us of his intention of^ sending us on our 
joumey on the day after to-morrow, when he ex- 
pected that the p6ople of Jenna would be in a suitable 
condition to receive us. H& was full of good nature, 
and promised to make my brother a present of a 
horse, which he had brought with him from Safccot6a 
on the former expedition ; he added that he would 
iell another to me; nnd J^at he most particulaiiy 
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wished to ex&mine the goods we toteilded takmg 
with us into the " bush," as the imcleared couritry 
is called, in order that ixe might satisfy himself we 
h^d nothing objectionable among them. Having 
expressed our thanks to Adopley for his well4imel 
present, and agreed to the conditions he proposed, 
we all partook of a little spirit and water, which soon 
made us the best friends in the universe. During this 
palaver, the chiefs sister and two of his wives were 
oeling at us, ^nd giggling, until the approai^ of the 
chief of fkighsh Town and the rest of our party put 
a sudden stop to their entertadmnent, on which they 
presently left the apartment. -These men came to 
settle a domestic quarrel, which was soon decided 
by the chief, who, after receiving the usual saluta* 
tion of dropping on the^ knees, with the face to the 
earth, chatted and laughed immoderately-. .This 
was considered by us as a happy omen, v ery Uttie 
ceremony is observed by the meanest of the people 
towards their sovereign. They <?<mverse-with lum 
with as httle reserve as if he were nO better than 
themselves, while he pays as much attention ta then 
complaints ad to those of the principal people of the 
country. I shouldihink that Adok^ey is not entirely 
destitute of the virtues of hospitality, for We Observed 
with pleasure -that the remainder of his onions were 
divided equally among the chiefs who had <u>me 
to visit him, ahd were received4>y them with maakn 
of the Inghest satisCBctioni 

This aitemoon a herald proclaimed the'approiu^ 
to our habitation of ^e venerable chief of Spaniali 
Town, with a long sirite of tjiirsty followers. ^ The 
old man's dress was very simple, consisting only 
of a cap and turban, with a large piece of Manches- 
ter cotton fhmg over his ri^ht snoulder, and held 
under his left arm. This is mfinitely more graoefitl 
and becoming m the natives thaoi we most showv 
European apparel, in^y variety <»f' winch, indeed* 
they gerorany look hinily ridiculous* After we 

Vol* L— F 
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Had made him and aU his attendants nearly ti^sy« 
the old chief began to be very talkative aqd amusmg, 
continuing to chat without mtennission for a con- 
siderable time, not omitting to whisper occasionally 
to the inteij^eter, by no means to forget, after his 
departare, reminding us of the present we had prom- 
i«^ him« for it is considered the height of rudeness 
to-mention any thing of the kind aloud in his pres- 
ence. Our mm had operated po cheerily upon his 
followers in the yard, that fat and leap, old and 
young, cdmmenced dancipg, and continued.perfbrm- 
mg the ^raost laughable antics, till they were no 
longer. able to stand. It amused us infinitely to 
observe these creatures, with their old solemn, pla- 
cid-looking chief at their head, staggering out at the 
doorway ; we were, in. truth, but too hsmpy to get 
rid of them at so cheap a rate. Hooper shortly af- 
terwaid came with a petition from twelve ** gentle- 
men^ of En^sh Tow^, for the sum of a hundred 
and twenty jdoilars, to be divided among them ; and 
having^o resource, we were QompeUed to submit to 
the. demand of l^ese rapacious scoundrels. 

lAte in the evening we received £he threatened 
visit from Adooley, who came to examine the con- 
tents of our boxes* He was borne in a hammock 
by two men, and was dressed in an English linen 
shirt, a Spanish cloak or mantle, with a cap, turban, 
«od sandals.; His attendants were three half-dressed 
little boys, who, one by one> placed themselves 
at their master's feet, as they are in. the. habit of 
doing. One of them carried a long sword, another 
a {Mstol, and the third a kind of kn^ack, filled with 
t€A>acc^ WjB presented the chief with brandy, 
equal in strengtn to spiri^ of wine; and he si(iral- 
k>wed a large quantity of it with exquisite (Measure- 
The boys were penmtted to drink a portion of the 
Uqiior every time that it was poured mto a glasi for^ 
JUlocdey ; but though.it was so very strong, it pro- 
duced no gtm^ce^ nor tiie slightest distortipn of 
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countenance in these Utiie fellbws. ^The fondness 
of the natives, or raither their passion, for strong 
waters is astonishing, and they are 'valued entirely 
in proportion to the intoxicating effects they occa- 
sion. Adooley smbked nearly allthe WhBe he re- 
mained in our house. As each hox was opened, 
however, he would take the |Hpe slowly from hit 
mouth, as if perfectly heedless of what was goin^ 
forward ; and from the couch whereon. h» was re- ^ 
cUmng, regard vdth intense curiosity each article as 
it was held o«it to his observation^ Every thing that 
in his opinion demanded a closer examination, .or» 
more properly spes^dilg, every thing he took a f^cy 
to, was put into his hsaids at his ovim request; birt 
as it would be grossly impolite to return it after It 
had been soiled -by his fingers, with the utmost non- 
ehalance the chief delivered it over to the care of his 
recumbent pages, who carefully secured it between 
their le^. Adooley^is good taste could not of course 
be questioned^ and it did not much surprise, though 
it grieved us, to observe a large portion of almost 
evecy article in the boxes speedily passing through 
his hands into those of his juvenile minions. Nothing 
seemed unworthy his acceptance, from fine scar- 
let cloth to a child^s farthing whittle ; in fact, he 
requested a couple of these Uttle instruments to 
amuse himself with in retirement! Andalthough 
he has received guns, ammunition, and a variety of 
goods to the amount of nearly three hundred ounces* 
of gold, he is so far from being satisfied that he is 
continually grumbling forth his discontent. Gra^- 
tude is unknown both to him and his subjects^; the 
more (me gives them, the more pressing are their 
importunitiea for other favours. The very food 
that one eats and the clothes that he wears are 
begged in so fawning a tone and manner, as to 
create disgust and contempt at the first interview. 

* Ao onnot of «ol4 00 tlito put of die Ameaa oQMt it wortb alMQi 
two pooAdi oCcicUb^ 
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It was nearly midnig^ht before Adoeliey aroseirom 
faiii seat to depart, when he took hisjeave, with broad* 
cloth, and cottons, pipes, snnff4>oxe8, and loiives, 
paper, ink, whistles^ &c. jkc, and even some of our 
books, so ayahcious is this Chief of Badi^rry. 

March d6i^>— We arose eariy tto morning for the 
purpose of arranging sofne trifling matters, and tak« 
mg our breakfast in quietness ^d comfort; but we 
h^ scarcely sat down when our half-naked grinning 
acquaintances entered to pay us the compliments of 
^e day^ Notwithstanding onr chagrin, so ludicrous 
was the peipetual- bowing and scrs^Mng of these our 
friends, in imitation of EUiropeans, that we could 
not forbear laughing in good earnest. Our rum, 
which had been .kindly sui^lied u&by Lieutenant 
Matson, we are happy to say, is now nearly aU eon- 
sumedy and the number of our general visiters has 
'diminished in 6xact jMroportion to its decrease ; so 
that we- are beginning to feel the enjoyment of an 
hour or two's quiet in the course of a day, which is 
a luxury we could l^trdly hay6 anticipated. /The 
chief sent his son this mofning to us, requesting a 
few needles and. some small shot We could iU 
Spare the latter, but it would be imp(ditic to refuse 
tus urgent solicitations^ whatever niay be their ten- 
dency. 

The horsies promised by Adooley have been sent 
for us ta examine. Hiey appear strong and in good 
condition ; and if they play us na wfcked pranks in 
the ^ bush,** no doubt msy will be eminently service- 
able* 

This evemng Poser's head-man, who we under- 
stand is one of Uie chiefs first captsuns, returned 
our visit of yesterday, fbUow^ by a midtitude of 
iiiends and. retainers. He had been determmed, I 
believe, before he left home, to be in an iU-humour 
with us, iund perhaps he had treated himself with 
ai^ extra dram for the occasion* This great buUy 
introduced himself into, pur dwelling,— his huge 
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rmind face mfiatned i^ith sconi) anger and *' |x>t^cai6 
deep." He draidc with even, more avidity than his 
countrymen, but the liquor produced no good impres- 
sion on him, serving rather to increase his dissatis- 
faction and choler.. He begged every tiling he ^aw, 
— Undwh^i we had gratifin^ him to the best of our 
power, he began to be very ajbusive and noisy. He 
said he was convince^ we had come into the coun- 
try with no good intentions, • and accused .us of 
deceit and insincerity in our professions ; or, in 
plainer terms, that we had been guilty o/ a direet 
falsehood ip stating that we had no other metive for 
undertaking the journey than to recover the papeirs 
of Mr. PaA at' Yioorie.. He was assured that we 
were afraid to tell the true reason for leaving our 
own country. We withstood his invectives with 
tolerable composure, and the disgraceful old fellow 
left us in a p^ about half an hour after his 'EHrrivaU 
It is really a fccouragingireflection that notwith- 
standing the sacrifU^es v<re have made of all private 
feehng and personal comfort for fhe purj^se of con- 
ciliating the good opinion of the people here,^he 
constant fatigue and inconvenience do which we 
have^been subjected, — ^the Kttje arts^we have prac- 
tised, — ^the forced laughter, — ^the mmatural gnn,— 
the n^ver-ending shaking of hands, ^c. &c., besides 
the dismal noises and unsavouiy smells to which our 
organs have been exposed, still some scoimdrels ^e 
to be found hardened against us by hatred and preju* 
dice, and so ungrateful for all our gifts and attentions 
as to take a delight in poisoning the minds of the 
people against us by publicly asserting that we are 
English spies, and make use of other iiiventions 
equally (ktee and malicious. Pitiable, indeed, must 
the lot of that m^n be who.is obhged to drag on a 

Sjar of existence in so miserable a place as this, 
evertheless w«^are in health and spirits, and per- 
haps feel a secret pride in being able to subdue our 
rising dis6fitis£EietioB» and in overcoming difSicidtiea 

F3 
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which at a first glanceieemed insurmoimtaye. By 
the blc^ssing of Heav«& we shall proceed prospe* 
rously in our cmdertaking, for in the Diving goodness 
do we akme repose all our confidence and hopes of 
success. We mav sav that pie asm^ and ei^oyment 
have acoompaniedus hitheiv The cleaniess of the 
sky is pleasant) and its brilliancy, — ^the softness of 
the- meon*-^the twinkling brightness of the stars, 
and the silence of nighty— the warblikig and the flight 
of birds, the -hum of insects^ and the varied and 
luxuriant aspect of beautiful Nature, are all charm- 
ing to U8« And what on earth can be more soothi^ 
or d,<^lightfiil than thoiichts of home and kindreiC 
and anticipations of a holier and inore glorious 
existence I These are true pleasures of whieh the 
barbarians cannot deprive us. 

To-day the fast of the Rhamadan ends ; and to>- 
morrow wiH be held as a holiday by 6ie Moharame* 
dans of Ae place. 

Satttrdof/y March V7(h* — ^Tbe noise and jargon of 
our guests puisne tis even in" sleep, and our dreams 
are disturbed by fancied palavers, which are more 
unpleasant and vexatious, if possible, in their effects* 
than real ones, l^ariy this morning we were roused 
ft'om one of these painful Slumbers to listen to the 
dismal: yeU of the hyena, the shrill crowing of cocks, 
the hum of night-flies and mosqukoes, and the 
hoarse croaking of frogs, together with the chirping 
of myriads of crickets and other insects, which re* 
sounded through the air as though it had been pierced 
with a thoussmd wlustles. 

Just alter sunrise two Mohammedans arrived at 
our house, with an invitation for us to accompatqr 
them to the jspot selected for the performance of 
&eir religious rites and observances. This being a 
notelty, we embrajced the proposal with pleasurst 
and followed the men to the distance of about a mile 
<him our house. Here we^ observed a number of 
tiieir coiiiidfjQBMa aitting in detached groups. 
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employed i^n the doUe^of lostration it&d aUi:^(«. 
It was 8: bare space ef ground, edged witk treeii, 
-and covered* with jmhd. The Musauknanft weP8 
Digged to brmg water with^thend in eal^>adies. 
Seated in a convenient situation, u&derneath tire 
spreading branches of a myrtle-treet without being 
seen, we could observe all their actions^ But a 
number ef boys soon intruded thems^ves upon our 
privacy, and, to say the iruth, we were more tmosed 
by the artlessness and pla3rfulness Of their manners 
than with an the grave mummery of the Mohaninie<^ 
dan worshippers; Groups 6f people were continv*- 
aUy arriving at the spot, and these were welcomed 
to it by an occasional flourish of music from a native 
darioset, &c. They were clad in aU their finery^ 
their s^arel being as gaudy as it was various. The ' 
emtp-^ml presented by no means an uninteresting 
flpectaele. Loose tobes, with caps and turln^is, 
striped an^ plain, red, blue, and blac%, were not un- 
pkasingly contracted wHh ^e oricinad native cos- 
tume of figured cotton, tkro^^m loosely over the 
shoulders, and imm^se rush hats. Manchester 
doths of the most gmring patterns were.consfncu- 
ous among the cro^di 1^' these were cast ia the 
shade by scarfs ef green s!ik,pmai»ented with leaves 
and flowers of gold, and apnons covered with silver 
spangles. Very young chHdren aj^ared bending. 
l]nde^the weight of clothes and ornaments ; while 
boys of maturer years caifried a variely of offensive 
weapons. iThe Turkish sciniitar, the French salnre, 
the Portuguese dag|;er, con&ied in asflver case, al 
gfleamed brightly ; and heavj cutlasses, with rude 
native knives were likewise ezhilnted, half-de- 
voured by cankering ru^ Clumsy mupkets and 
foi/ding^pieces, as well as ^rab pistols, were als« 
handled with delight by &e joyftd.Mussulmffliis. In 
aramber the religionists Were about a hundred and 
fifty. Not long'after our arrival they formed th^n- 
^ves into sixiiAesy tsoA havmf laid aside many of 
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Ibeir napertmjiOB onmments^ and a potti(m of tli«ir 
clothing, they pdt on the most «edate connteaancesy 
and commenc^ their devotional exercises in a spirit 
of seiiousness and apparent fenrour worthy a better 
plac^ and a nibre amiable creed.. In the exterior 
forms of their religion, at least, the Mussulmans here 
aie oomfdbste adepts, as this speeiacle<ha8 convinced 
Bs; and the little we have seen of them has led as 
to form a very favbnraSle opinion of their general 
femperanoe and sobriety. ' The ceremony was no 
sooner concluded, than muskets, ca):luiies, and pistols 
were discharged oti all si4e$; the clarionet a^ain 
Btrucli np a note of joy, and- was supported W long 
4xab drums, strings of beQs, and a solitary kettle* 
drdm. Th^ musicians, like the ancieilt minstrels of 
Europe, were encouraged by trifling - presents from 
the more charitable of the multitude. All seemed 
^leerfiil and happy ; and on leavif^ them, several^ 
eut of compliment I suppose, discharged their pieces 
at our heels ; and w^e .evidently, delighted with 
themselves, with us* and the whole world. In 
the patk we met a fellow approaching the scene 
of innocent <lissi{>atiQn, clothed most fentasticsdly in 
a flannel dress, and riding on the back of what we 
were informed was a Wooden horse. ~ He was sur- 
rounded by natives of all ages, vi^o were laughing 
tnost extravagantly at the umiotur^ .capering of the 
thing, and admiring the ingenuity of its coAtrivanee. 
The figure itself was entirely concealed with cloth, 
"which rendered !t impossible to discover l^ what 
agency it moved. Son&e years ago I saw a. monster 
aomeuung similar to it with a company, of mqunte- 
ba^s, in a toMnd in the west . of England, which, 
among it« -odier properties, ^sed to swallow chil- 
dren; -and in all pn*obability this ** wooden borse" is 
eohstructed on'a similar principle. Its head was 
^vered with red eloth; and a pair of «heep's ears 
answered the purpose for whiclrthey were intended 
tolerably w^ Ife^ on the wh<He^ though it wa» 
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«asy to pereelTe thai a horse was intended to he 
represented by it, the fi^re was clumsily eno^ig^ 
executed. As soon as tmsliiaify had Joined the in- 
dividuals assembled near the place of ^orsldp, a 
«tartlmff sludek of lang^r testified the tumultuov^ 
joy of the wondering multitude. The tun shone out 
resplendently on iS» happy- groups of fancifufiy- 
dressed persons, whose showy^ Various-coloured 
garments and sooty skin^ contrasted with the pic- 
aresque and lorely appeutoioe of th^ scenery, pro- 
duced an UQspeak^y charming lerfiect. Hie foliage 
exhibited erery variety and tihi of green, from the 
sombre shade of the melahcholy yew to the Uvely 
verdure of the pc^ar and young oak. For myself 
I was djeHghied with the^ agreeable ramble; and 
ims^ned tlm^I could distmsuish from the notes of 
the songsters of the grove, the swelling strains of 
the English sk34a^ and tluruslH with the i^ore s^n- 
tle warbling of .tiie finch and Imnet It was indeed 
a brilliant morning, teeming with life and beauty ; 
4uad recalled i;Q my memory a thotu^uid aiTecting 
associations of sanguine boyhood^ wheii I was 
thoughtless and hap{^*. The barbarians around me 
were all cheerfi^ said. fuU of joy. I Jia^^e heard that^ 
like sorrow, joy is contagious, and- 1 believe that it 
is, for it inspired me witl^a similar gfentle feeling. 

The sarth of March in this place is what May-day 
is in many country ^ces in En^ahd, and' it strongly 
reminded us of ^ But here, idifertunately, thef e arei 
no white faces to eh]iv^ us : and a want of the 
lovely complexion of our beautiful eountrywomc^n, 
tinged with its "oelestial red," is severely felt; and 
so is the total abseiice here of that golden chain of 
kindness which hi&s them to the ruder associates 
of their festive enjoyments. By-and-l:^, doubtless^ 
familiarity wlA Mack faces will reconcile me to **, 
them; but at present I am. compelled to own that 1^ 
cannot help feeling a very considerable .share of 
aversion itowards thek jetty^ cQi6plexi«i£St in ^om- 
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mqi^ Ibelieyet with most «trsii§pef« thtt vtsH this 
place^ 

O wing^ to the holidaTf which is equally prized and 
enjoyed by Mohammeaan and pagan, onr visiters io- 
4ay nave bee^ ahqost exclusively confined 16 a partj^ 
of HJuossa jnafiamsy'whe entered ourdw^Ulng in the 
foreiiooii, perfunied all ovwr with musky, more for the 
Durpose of gratif34Hg^heir 'vanitjr by ^Bpla3anff their 
rn^xy before u^ than of paying us the complhnents 
of the d^y, which wa? avowedlv the^ adie o^eet of 
tlieir intrusion. , One or two of them were mastit- 
eating the goora-nut^ l»d others bad their lips^ 
teeth, and miger^iaUs .stained red. Badi of the 
mallams was attended by a well-dressed' little boy 
of agreeable countenance* wlio acted as pstge to his 
master, and was his froUgi. Neither of the men 
would eat or drink with os ; yet while they "were in 
our company they seemed cheerful rand good-hu- 
moured« and were communicative and h^^hfy intelli- 
gent. In answer to our (Questions they informed us 
that two rivers enter the Quorra orl ^ Gr^at River** 
at Funda, one of which is called the CoodiHmia and 
the oUier ^e^Tshadda (from the lake Tsfaad)— that 
a schooner might sailTrom Bomou^o Funda on the 
latter river withput difScolty— that FtUkla is only 
twen^-four hours* pull from Benin ; xoA twentv- 
nine days* journey from Bomou. At the close of^a 
lon^ .and to us rs^her interesting conversatioi^ our 
visitera expressed themselves h^hly gratified with 
their reception, and left the hnt to t^Mdr to their 
own habitations. . ^ - 

These men^ though leaves ta Adooley,lare very 
respectable, smd are never called on by their teastc^ 
^xcej)t Y^ben required to go to war, supporting 
th.emselves by trsniog for slaves, "m^ich they sell to 
Europeans* They wch:^ decent Nouffle lobe's, Arab 
red caps, and Haussa sandals ; and b^th in their|man* 
ners and conversation the maUams are infinitely supe* 
Tior to ^ungentle aixdmdlign^tnatives of Bad4gry« 
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MondtttfiMafch 3^A'.^Last i^ght a Furtee wa^ 
pltmd^rea of his effects, aiul staboed by an assassin 
belo¥^ the libs^ so that his life is despaired of ; anj 
not long after, this- was diseovered, » " fetish" {ri^ 
ligious rite) was performed over the rem^ihs^ m ^ 
native that h^d been fQimd dead) but who "wsb in p«r« 
feet health a few hours before*. The lament of the 
relatives of the deceased was, doleful in a- high 4e-^ 
gree ; andnp sounds could be more'disux^ally mo^cn-^ 
fill than those shrielced forth by them ontheocca^ 
sion. The chief . summoned us . yesterday; to repair 
to his residence in order finaBy to settle thQ business 
relatiye^to our. journey into the interior j but we rcf 
fused to have any disputes^ with hiihonthe Sal:]A)athv 
and promised to wait on him thi§ morning instead. 
After bi^akfast. therefore, we re<}eemed our pledge;- 
by paying him the promised visit. J^dooiey receive^ 
us with his accustomed politeness -and ^fracious 
smile. He said he wished to inform nis of li^s inteiK 
tion of detaining us at Bad^y a ()ay Ojc two lot^ger, 
the " path" not l)eing considered in a fit state "ftnr 
travellings mthiar thm his rejmtation should suffer 
by leading us Into danger, which would undoubtedly 
be, the case if he had not adopted, his present resolu* 
tion- Yet, h^ ccmtinued, we might depend on h^ 
word as 'a kin^yihat we should have m)erty to de- 
pait on iniuisday me^Bing next, at the latest. .Now 
we well kn^w that the country was jieyet in a more . 
peaceable or quiet, state than at the moqpieitt he ws^ 
speaking ; and are mortified beyond measure* at the 
perpetual Evasions an4 cptitraddctions of this chietJ^ 
We regret siso that the dry season is fast drawing 
to^ close, and tl^at we sh^ be oblij?ed to travel in 
the rainy mon;ths»' When 'Adooley had made this 
declaration, he requested us to write oiips^r ifi his 
presence for a few things wl^ch he wished' to pro- • 
cure either from Oape Coast Castle or 'from Eng- 
land, as a>retura for-the protecti6i\he had promisi^ 
us. Asaoj^ other, article^ ej^umsrs^ted are '< four 
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regimental' coatsl BiKh as are^OTnby theKisgof 
KngWd, for himself, iunl for^, (^ «t^ndid than 
tiiese, £6r the use of hia Captains ; two long brass 
guns to ran on swivels ; fifty imislietB, twenty bar- 
rels of gnnpowder, four JjafldsOmesirords, and forty 
CDtlaBses;" to ftiiiah arc added, 'two puncheons of 
Tuin, a carpentef'a chest of tools, witn oils, paints, 
«nd brashes," the chief himself boflsting that he 
was -a btacksniith, carpenter, [Ainter, and indeed 
evety b^de-but a tailor. Besides these trifles he 
wished to obtain a half-doien Tookets, and a. rocket 
rm, with a soldier froin Cape Coast canOAe of un- 
aertal^hg ih^ 'management of it. AM lastly, he 
modest' • ■ - ■ ^,„ ^ cowries to bo 

sent hi r defraying In part the 

expcusi epellim; the attacks of 

the -mc '^ snd Junctillee, the 

tribes i Graving made war ufoa 

Um foi pperton'a last mission 

■ td.proc rrtbout their consent.** 

We asl Adookj' would be sat- 

idied w es ; vrhen.'hari^ con- 

sidered , nf eoBver^edato^ toe 

few ot Us chief^ that were in the apartment at the 
time, he repli&d that he had fo^^otten to mention his 

. vantof . a'farge imibrella, four casks of grspcShot, 
wtd a barrel of flints, whlc^ having dso inserted in 
fhe hst, Qte letter was Analh^ folded xltd. sealed. It 

. was then delivered iato the tuinda of Adoolef, who 
•aid that he sho^ild send it by Accra, one of his 
head-men, to Cape Coast pastle, and that the aMin 
would Trait there till all the articles should be pro- 
cured for him. If that be the ease, we imagiBe that 
Accra wiD have a tery long' tiriie to w^t. 
Dnr interpreter, old Hooper, having 'heen bos- 
" pected \yy the chief to be i« our intereat, a young 
man named Tl>dkwoe, th^ understood a httle Eng- 
Bsh, was sent commanded to'remain dnring 

the whcde coi , ia wd^to detect. any emt 
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that Hooper might make, and to see that eyery things 
enumerated by the chief should be written in the list 
of articles/ 

During this long 9nd serious conversation we 
were occasionally enlivened by the music of three 
little bells, which were fastened to the tails of the 
same number of cats by a long string, and made a 
jingling noise whenever the animals thought pro()er 
to divert themselves. Besides these, and as an ac- 
companiment to them, we were favoured with the 
strains of an organ, which instrument a little boy 
was placed in a comer of the apartment purposely 
to turn. - 

A young Jenna woman came to visit us this fore- 
noon, accompanied by a female friend from Hiussa 
Her hair was traced with such extraordinary neat- 
ness, that we expressed a wish to examine it more 
minutely. The girl had never beheld such a ti)ing 
as a wmte man before, and permission was granted 
with a great deal of coyness, muced up periiaps with 
a small |)ortion of fear, which was apparent as she 
was slowly untying her tul-ban. No sooner, how- 
ever. Was our curiosity gratified, than^ a demand of 
two hundred cowries* Was insisted on by her com- 
panion, that, it was alleged, being the price paid in 
^e interior by the male sexto scrutinize a lady^s 
hair. We were obliged to conform to the estab- 
lished custom, at which the women expressed them- 
selves highly delighted. The hair which had ex- 
cited our admiration was.mlade up in the shape of an 
hussar's helmet, and very ingeniously tracea on the 
top. Irregular figures were likewise braided on 
each side' of the head, and a band of worked thread, 
died in indigo, encircled it below the natural hair, 
which seemed by ifs^ tightness and closeness to have 
been glued fast to the skin. This young J^nna 

* A li^e Indian BbeU, tt» ctnmoey of macj part* of that tountry 
tttd of tlie toteifor ar AMoa. 

Vol. !•• 
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woman is hy far the most interesting^ both in fact 
and form, of any we have seen since our landing, 
and her prettinessis rendered more engaging by- her 
retiring modesty and perfect artlessness of manners, 
which, whether observed in black or white, are sure 
to command the esteem and reverence of the other 
sex. ^Her eyelids were stiiined with a bluish-black 
powder, which is the same kind of substance, I have 
no doubt, as that described m a note in Mr. fieck^ 
for4's. ** Vathek." Her person was excessively 
clean, and her apparel flowing, neat, and graceful. 
Before taking leave the girPs unworthy companion 
informed us that hefproUgSe was married; but that 
as her husband was left behind at Jenna, she would 
prevail on her to visit us in the* evening after sunset. 
Of course we expressed our abhorrence of the pro- 
posal, and were really grieved to reflect, that with so 
much meekness, innocence,, modesty, and beauty, 
our timid friend should be e3q[>08ed to the wiles of a 
crafty and wicked woman. 

\Ve have longed to discover a solitaryvirtue lin 
gering among the natives of this j^ace, but as yet 
our search has been ineffectual. 

As a'contrast to the youthful individual described 
above, an old withered woman entered our residence 
in the evening, and began professing, the most un- 
bounded affection for my brother and self. She had 
drank so much rum that she -could scarcely stand; 
was the owner of a most forbidding countenance ; 
and four of her front teeth ^had disappeared from her 
upp^r jaw, which caused a singular and disagreeable 
indention of the npper lip. We were disgusted with 
the appearance and hateful familiarity of this ancient 
hag, who had thus paid so ill a compliment to our 
vanity, and subsequently we forted her out of the 
yard without any ceremony. 

We shot a hawk this eveningi which was hovering 
over our bouse, at the request of several of the na^ 
tivee, who ate the body of the bird^but preseiined its 
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head and claws, to render theni ^keen of eye and 

swift of foot." The king will not allow us to go to 
Jenna by the nearest beaten path, on the plea- that 
as sacred ' fetish land would He in our way, we 
should die the moment we should tread upop it.. 

Tuesday^ March 30^^.^The occurrences of this 
day may be related in very few words. The 

Jleasantest news we heai is the ^act of the King of 
enna having arrived at that tQwn from Katunga. 
His messenger arrived hete this morning, and- came 
to see us in the afternoon, accompanied by a friend. 
We regaled him with a glass of runi, according to 
our general custom, the first mouthful whereof he 
squii^ed from his own into the ipouth of his asso- 
ciate, and vice versA. This is the first time we have 
witnessed this dirty and disgusting practice. The 
chief sent foe us again this afternoon, and sutpmed 
up the metoure of his exorbitant demands by re-> 
questing a gun-boat, with a hundred men from £ng^ 
land, and a few conmion tobacco-pipes for. his own 
prirate use. We could easily give a biU for the for- 
mer, but the latteV we dared, not part with at any 
risk, because, considering the long journey before 
us, we are convinced we have nothing to spare ; in- 
deed, it is our opinion that the presents will all be 
exhausted long before it be completed. With the 
same facility we have written a paper for forty^ 
ounces of gold, to be distributed among the chief of 
English Town and the rest of our partisans. We 
had adjusted these little matters to the apparent 
satisfaction of all parties, when we were most 
agreeably surprised by an assurance from the chief 
that we shall quit this place to-morrow afternoon 
with the newly-arrived Jenna messenger. We are 
accordingly on X\\e^qui vive in getting. every thing in 
a state of forwardness for our departure;. nor can 
we help wishing, for the sake of our credit, that we 
may never meet such titediY and importunate friends 
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as have pestered us since our residence in this, 
town. 

The soil of Badiigry consists of a la^er of fine 
whitish sand, over loam, clay, tod earth. . Tlie sand 
is so doft and deep that no one can walk on it with- 
out considerable labour and difficulty. ^ The natives 
procure the necessaries of life chiefly by fishing and 
the cultivation of the yam and Indian com. m the 
ibrmer ismployment ithey use iifets and spears, and 
likewise earthen pots, which they bait with the 
palm-nut. These novel instrumepts are furnished 
with small apertures, not unlike thbse of a common 
wire mouse>trap. Oranges, limes, cocoanuts, plan- 
tains, and ban^mas are produced in abundance in the 
neighbourhood. The better, sort of i$eople are pos- 
sessed of a small kind of bullock, with sneep, goats, 
and poultry ; the chief himself is a drpver and 
butcher, and when in want, of money he orders one 
of his bullocks to be slaughtered and publicly ^Id 
in the market. The dwelling^ of the inhabitants are 
neatly constructed- of bamboo, and thatched with 
palm leaves. They contain several assortments^ all 
of them on the ground-floor.. Some of the houses 
or huts ate built in the cooifie form, which is nearly 
round, and otherd are in the form of an .oblong 
square: all have exceUent yards attached to them, 
wherein lime-trees and others, are planted in rows, 
and it gives one pleasure to look at the cleanliness 
and taste which prevail in these courts. The land 
is excessively fertile ;. and if the natives could only 
be^ induced to la^ aside their habitual indolence, and 
the sluggishness' of their characters, and devote a 
little more attention to the improvement of the soil, 
the country might .doon be brought to am ,extraordi- 
nary pitch of beauty and perfection. As it is, vege» • 
fation springs forth spontaneously, is luxuriant even 
to rahknei^s, and is ever pleasingly verdant. 

If- a view of Bad^igry and its environs could any- 
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wise be obtained, we are p-^rsuaded it would be de- 
lightful in the extreme ; hut the grpund is every- 
Ivbere so low and flat»that not a sing^le eminence, 
however small, can be discovered. Owing to the 
peculiarity of our situation, and the short time we 
have been with the natives, it is. not to fce supposed 
that we eould bave formed any very conect estimate 
of their manners, ot general character. It is likely 
enough tjiat we have seen only the dark side of 
their disposjitions, for we have been considered by 
them as a kind of mark for the exercise of their 
cunnmg and' other eyil propensities, and they have 
played off their chicanery on us with advantage to 
themselves. Had we seen a singly goodrnatured 
man among them, it would giye us great pleasure to 
relate the fact ; but really we have not been so* for- 
tunate— we ^ave met Witli nothing but selfishness 
and rapacity from the chief to the meanest of bis 
people. The religion of Baddgry is Mohammedan- 
ism, and the very worst species of paganism, that 
which sanctions and enjoins the sacrificcr of human 
beings and other abominable practices, and the wor- 
ship of imaginary . denions and fiends. By sonie 
meails many of the inhabitants have picked Up a 
number of English words, which schoolboys an^ 
children at home would style " very naughty ;" and 
these are made use of at all times without any par- 
ticular meaning being attached to them. We have 
observed one virttie in the younger branches of the 
community,-^it is the profomid respect and rever 
rence. which they entertain for their elders, and 
which has perhaps never been surpassed In any age 
or country,' not even among t^he ai>c;ent Spartans 
themselves. 

ADOOLET, CBIEr OR KSSQ OF pADAGRT. 

- * . ' 

Aiddalif or Aiooley^ as he is more generally called* 
is ihfi prejtoot ruler of Badagry. and younger brother 

G8 



to the hite chief of Lagos. During the lifetime of 
his father, and for couatless ages hefore that period, 
Badigry was a province of Lagos,- and tributary to 
it, as Lagos is and has been from time immemorial 
to the powerM King pf Benin. Adooley j^vinoed in 
early youth an active and ingenious disjpdsition, and 
an extraordinary fondness for mechanical employ- 
ments and pursuits. This bias of Adooley soon at- 
tracted the attention and notice of his mther, and 
this revered parent did all that hib slender means 
aflforded Of cherishing it,^nd of encouraging him to 
persevere in his industrious habits. Whiles yet a 
Doy, Adooley* was a tolerable carpenter', smith, 
pamter, an^ gunner. He spon won. the admiration 
of his father, who displayed greater partiaility and 
affection for hiip than for either of his other bhijdren, 
and on his 'deathbed nominated this farourite son his 
successor, to the exclusion of his' first-born, i^hich 
is against the laws of the country ; the eldeist son 
being invariably understood as the legitimate heir. 
For some time after his decease, however, no notice 
was taken of the &yiTte request of the Lagos chief* 
^in; his eldest son rqled in his st^ad, notwithstand- 
ing his last injunction; and Adooley, for a few 
years^ wisely submitted to his brother without mur- 
muring or complaint. The; young m^n at length 
quarrelled { and Adooley, calling to rfemembranee 
the words and wishes of his father^ rose up against 
the chief, whom h^ denominated a usurper, and 
vehemently called upon his friends to join him in 
disputing his authority, and endeavour to divest Mm 
of his power and consequence. All the slaves of 
his deceased parent, among whom was, a great num- 
ber of Haussa mallams ; a}l who bore any personal 
dislike to the n^Ung chief, or were discontented at 
his form of jgovernment;; those who preferred 
Adooley, and the discontented of all ranks, formed 
themselves into a. strong body and resolved to sup- 
port the pretensicms of their favmirite. Th^ebvothert 
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agreed to decide the quarrel by the eWord, and liaT- 
ing come to a general engagement, the partisans, of 
the younger were completely rpated, ajad fled with 
their leader before the victorious arms of the op* 
posing patty. 

Fearing the result of this contest, Adooley, with 
a spirit of filial piety which is not rare .among 
savages and is -truly noble, dug odt of the eartl^ 
wherein it (lad been deposited, the scull of his father, 
and took it along with nim in his ^ht, in order that 
it might not be dishonoured in his Absence, for he 
loved his father with extraordinary tenderness, and 
cherished his memory as deafly as his own Ufe. 
-The Jheadless body of the venerable chief, like -those 
of' his ancestors, had been, sent to Benin, in order 
that its bones might adorn the sacred temple at that 
place, agreeably to to ancient and respected cusrtom 
which has ever been, religiously conformed tOr ^d 
tenaciously held by the Lagos people. But Adooley 
displayed at the same time another beautiful trait 
Of piety and filial tenderness. At the period of his 
defeat he had an aged ahd.infirm mother livings and 
her he determined iq take with him. let the conse^ 
quenees be what they might. With his accustomied 
ioiesight he had previously made a kind^if cage of 
box, in ease^there should be a necessity for removing 
her«^ His father^s souU having been disinterred arid 
secured, he implored his mother to take immediate 
advan1%e of this cage as the only mean$ of escaping 
with life. She wilKhgly acceded to her soii'is request 
and wa^ borne off on the shoulders of four sl^es to 
a visage not far distant from I^os, acconipanied by 
Adooley with his furtive train, where they imagined 
themselves secure from further molestation. In 
this opinion, however, they were deceived; for the 
more fortunate chief, stispicious of his.brother's in- 
tentions, and dreadtiig his mfluence, would not suffer 
him loni^ to remainih peace, but drove him out soon 
afiertiad hunted him from place to pkcie ltk« a wild 
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beast. In this manner, retreating from his brother, 
he at last reached the flourishing town of Badlgry, 
and being quite wearied with his exettions and 
fatigues,' and disheartened by his misfortunes, he set 
down his beloved mother on the grass, and began to 
weep by her. side- The principal people of the town 
wc;re Wed- acquainted, with his circumstances* and, 
admiring the nobleness of his sentttnepts, they not 
only pitied him, but resolved to protect and befriend 
him to the last. 

For this purpose they presently iovited him to 
attend a council which they had hastHy formed. 
When in the midst of them, perceiving teitrs falling 
fast down his cheeks, they asked him why he wept 
so 1 " Foolish boy,'* said they, " wipe away those 
tears, for they are unworthy of yoiu and show your- 
self a man and a prince. From this moment we 
adopt yon our chief; you shall lead uson to war, 
and we will fight against your brother, and either 
prevail over him or perish, kere your, mother may 
dwell in Safjety, and here your father'a scull shall be 
reverenced as it ought to be. Come, theii, lay aside 
your fears, and lead us on against your enemies.** 
^ These were in the bi^sh,and hovering near Badagry, 
' when Adooley and tlis generous friends sallied out 
against them. The fighting, or rather skirmishing, 
lasted many days ; and many people,! it is said, were 
slain on both sides» But the advantage was de*- 
cidedly in. favour of the Baddgrians, whose fi^perior 
knowledgie of the district and. the secitei paths of 
the wood was of considerable service to them, enap 
Uing them to lie in ambush i^d attack their enemies 
by surprise. . The Lagos people at length gave up 
the mieqval contest in despair, and returned .to their 
own country. Adooley was thusitefU in quiet pos- 
session of an important and influential town, which 
declared itself independent Of Lagos forever. ) l^ince 
then, various unsuccessful attempts have been mads 
to compel the Badagrians to return to their alle> 
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glance* The latter, howerer, have bliyebr defended 
their rights, and in consequence their independence 
has been acknowledged i)y the neighboming tribes. 

In the year 1829 uie warlike chief of Lagos died ; 
and Adooley, conceiving it to be a favourable oppor- 
tunity for the reassertion of his claims to the vacant 
**8tool,^as it is called, determined to db so, and 
assemUed his faithful Baddgrians for' the purpose 
of making an attack on his native to'wn. He ima- 
gined tha^ as his brother was dead^ he should expe- 
rience little opposition from his countrymen ; but he 
^oon discovered that he had formed *an erroneous 
opinion j for almost at his very outset he met with a 
stout resistance. His brother had left an infant son, 
and him the people declared to be the legitimate 
hehr, and unanimously resolved to support. 

Thcf^ sanguine invaders were repulsed and entirely 
defeated, notwithstanding their tried bravery and 
utter contempt of danger, and were forced to return 
liom^ in confusion, without having accomplished 
any thing. In this upfortunate expedition Bom- 
banee and all the principal warriors were slain. A 
similar attempt has since been made on Lagos tnore 
tKan once,.ana with ^similar result. Oh our'arriyal 
at Bad^gry, Adooley was but just recovering fromi 
the effects of these various mortifications and other 
disasters ; and, singular enough^ he has had the a^t- 
fhlness, as we have before saS, of lapng the whole 
blame of them to his having tKprmitted the last Afri- 
can ifiission to pass through nis territories, contrary 
to the wishes of his neighbours, and those who were 
intei'ested in the matter. - > * 

Justice is not unfreqi^ently administered at Ba- 
digry by means of a large wooden cap, having three 
comers, which is placed on the head of a culprit a]t 
the period of his examination. This fantastic work 
of mechanism, no doubt by the structure of internal 
springs, may be made to move and shake without 
any visible agent — on the same principle as the en- 
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chanted Tnrk, or any oUier ^gure in oqr puppet- 
shows. Jt is believed the native priests alpne are 
in the secret. When this c^ is observed to shake 
while on the he^d of a suspected ^ person, he is 
condemned, without further evidence being required ; 
but should It remain without any perceptible motion, 
his^ in^cence is appatent^ and he is forthwith ac- 
jifuitted. The fame of this wonderful cap makes a 
great fuss in the town, and as many itiarvellous 
storied are told of it here as were related in England 
a century or two ago of the fi&mous brazen head ^f 
Roger Bace^n. 

A respectable pian, the chief of Frefich. To.wn, 
was tried by the ordeal of the cap a short time since, 
fbr having, it'wa^ allegedi accepted a bribe of the 
Lagos chieftain to destroy Adooley by poison. The 
fatal Cap was no ^ooner pat on his head than it was 
observed to move 'slightly, and then to bepome more . 
violently agitated.. The crimimd felt its motion, and 
w^ terrified to such a degree that he fell down in a 
swoon. On awaking, he confessed his foyt, and 
imptored forgiveness, which was ffrantea ^m by 
Adpoley, because, it was said, of his sorrow and 
contritipn, but really, no doubt, of his birth and 
connexions. / , , 

During, our stay at Baddgry, the thermometer bf 
Fahrenheit ha^ ranged between 86 and 94 iA our 
hut, being oftener stationary nearer the latter than 
the fortoer. . • ;. 
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•/ CHAPTER n 

I 

Departure from Ba«l&ffry— Pass ihroagh Wow^-ftffb^^BAstaa— :Soat6 
] — Bk(iie— Uatoo— LArro to JentM. ' y, ' 

Tuesday, March 315/.-^We bade adieu to theChief 
of Baddgry in good time this momiDg, and during 
the day packed up all our things ready for bur de- 
parture. We irepaired to the banks of the river at 
sunset, expecting to find a canoe M^hich Adooley 
had promised should' be sent there for our use ; but . 
having waited above two hours^ and lading it did 
not arrive, we placed- the goods in ^twb smaller 
canoes,"^^ which were lying pi\ the beach. These 
soon proved to be leaky, and as no other resdqrce 
was at. hand, we'' were (din to w€ut as patiently as 
we could for the canoe promised bs. Every thin^ 
betrayed the luke^armness and indifference of the 
chief who had received so much fropi us, and. who 
expected 'so much ' more ; but we had answered his 
purppse, and now he took no further notice of us.. 
In two more hours Hooper made his Appearance 
in Adooley^s war-canoe, which he Jia^ prevailed on 
him to lend U& This w^s placed directly l]fetween 
the two others, and theiri^ontents speedily transferred 
into it. It was between ten iand eleven o'clock at 
night when we wefre fairly launched "out into the body 
of the river. The canoe was above forty feet in 
length ; ;t wa$ propelled through the water by poles 
instead of paddk^s, and moved slowly said silently 
along^ It was a clear and lovely night; the niooH 
shone glorious ** as a silver shield ;" and, reflecting the 
starry iirmstment on the unruffled surface of the 
water, the real concave of heaven, with its reflec- 
tioDf seemed to form a perfect, world. The scenisry 
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on the borders of the river appeared' wild, and 
striking^ though not magnificent. In the delicious 
moonshine it. was far froni uninteresting.^ The 
banks were low, 'and partially covered with- stunted 
trees ; but a slaive-factory and a fetish hut were the 
only buildings we bbs^ired on them. We could not 
heip admiring at soine distance ahead of our canoe, 
when the windings jof the river, would permit, a 
nobl^ and solitary palm-tree, with its lofty branches 
bendil^ over the water's edge; to us it- was' not 
unhke a itiajestical plume of i&athers, nodcling qver 
the head of. a beautiful lady. • 

• Proceeding about ten miles in a westerly direc- 
tion, we suddenly turned* up a .branch' Joining the 
river from* the northwai^d, passing^on* olur left the 
' village of Bawie^ at which Captain Clapperton 
landed. We savtr several • small isl^ds, covered 
with rank grass, interspersed in different parts of the 
river; They arje inhabited by myriads of frogs^ 
whose noise is more hoarse alid stunning than ev^r 
proceeded from aiiy rookery, in Christendoin. -M 
we went up the rivei*, our canoe-»tben spoke to their 
priests^ who \^ere invisible to us, in a tnpst sepul- 
chral tone of voice, and were answered in the skrne 
unearthly .and doleful manner. , These pounds 
formed eurnight^s serenade. . Notwithstanding the 
novelty of our situation and the intetest we t(K>k in 
the objects which surrounded us, Lwas: overcome 
by' fatigue, and wrapping a flannel dress round my 
person, fell fast asleep. 

Thursday f Aj^ 1st. — ^The hard and uncomfort- 
able couch whereon we had reposed last night made 
our bodies quite sore; and oeoasioned us ^ awake 
at B very eafirly lioiir this morning. At six A. M* we 
found ourselves still on the river, and puf canoe glid- 
ii^ almost imperceptibly along. From half a mile 
in width, ahd in many, places much nu>re, the river 
l^ad narrbwed to about twenty paces ; marine plant* 
nearly covered its surface^ and mardi miasmaf loaded 
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with other vapours of the most deleterious quality, 
ascended ffom its borders like a thick , cloud. Its 
' smell w^S peculiarly offensive, An hour afterward 
we arrived at th^ extremity of the river, into which 
flowed a streani of clear water. Here our 'canoe 
wks dragged over a morass ihto a deep but narrow 
rivulet, so narrow indeed that it was barely possitjle 
for our canoeto float, without being entangled in the 
branches of abmidanpe of tr6es, which were shoot- 
ing up out of the water. Shortly afterward we 
found it to widen a little; the marine plants and 
shrubs disappeared altogether; and the boughs of 
beautiful trees which hung over' the. banks overshad- 
owed us in their stead, forming an arch-like canopy, 
impervious to the sun?s rays„ The river and. this 
lesser stream' abound with alligators and hippopota- 
mi ; and wild ducks, and a variety of other aquatic 
birds, resort to them in' considerable quantities. 
Monkeys and parrots inhabit the branches of the 
trees, and make an abominable chattering and noise 
between 'them all the day long. We landed about 
half-past eight in the motning, in the sight of a great 
multitude, that had assembled to gaze at us. - > 

Passing through a place where a. large fair or 
market is held, ajid where many thousands ^of peo- 
ple had congregated for the purposes of trade, we 
entered an extensive and romantic town called Woto, 
which is situated in a valley. Thp major part of 
the inhabitants had n^ver before had an opportunity 
of seeing white men, so that their curiosity, as may 
be supposed, was excessive. Two of the principal 
persons came out to meet us, preceded by men 
bearing large silk umbrellas, and another playing a 
hdm, which produced such terrible sounds, that we, 
gladly.,tOok refuse, as soon as we could, in the 
chief's house. The apartment into which we wfere 
introduced is furnished with a roof precisely like 
the. roof of a common English bam, inverted. In 
the middle of it, which reached to within a few 
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inches of tli^ flopr, a large square hole had been 
made, to udmit air and water "to a sHrab^that was 
growing dire'ctly under it. The most remarkable, 
if not the;oniy, ornament in the room was a quin* 
tity of human jaw-bones, hung up on the side, of 
tb^ wall like' a string of onions. After a formal and 
most ceremonious introduction, we were liberally 
regaled with water from a calabash, which is a com- 
pliment the natives pay to all strangers, and then 
shown into a very small apartment. Here my 
brother endeavoured to procure a little sleep, having 
remained a Wake last night; but we were so annoyed 
by perpetual interruptions and intrusions, the, firing 
of muskets, the garrulity of w6pien,'the unceasing 
squall of children, the drunken petitions ot men 
add boys;^ and a laugh (but it' is quite out of my 
powef .to dfjscribe it — one that approximates more 
to the nature, of a horse-laugh . than any thing I 
know)— that it was found impossible to close one's 
eyes. . . ' -' 

.The market of this place is siipplied abii^ndantly 
with Indian corn, palm oil, &c. j together with trona*^ 
and other articles brought hither from the borders of 
the 4esert of Zaarha, through the medium' of the 
wandering Arabs. By the regulations of the fetish, 
neither a white man nor ;a horse is permitted tp sleep 
at Wow during the night season, We^ know not 
wha5„ is become of the horses ; they wfere to have 
preceded us to this place by land, but are not yet 
arrived. With respect to oiu^selves, we shall be 
obliged to walk to a neighbouring village, and spend' 
the night there. Our course' to this town, through 
this creek, was N. by E., ahd Bdddgry is'distaiit from 
it about thirty miles, by the route we have come. 

A violent thund.er-storm, which is called a tornado 
on 'the coast, visited us this afternoon, and confined 

us to the *' worst .hut's worst room," till it had sub- 
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* A vegecaUe alkali. 
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side^, and.the weather became finer. At three P, M« 
we sallied forth, and were presently saluted by hooi- 
ings, groanSf and hallooings, from a multitude of 
people of all ages — from a child to its grandmother, 
and they followed close at our heels as we went 
aloQg, filling the s^r with their laughter and raillery. 
A merry-andrew at a country town in England, 
during theWhilsun liolydays, never excited so great 
a stir as did our departure from Wow this afternoon. 
But it ih " fool's day," and some allowance ought to 
be made for that, no doubt. We had pot proc^feded 
more than a dozen paces from the outskirts of the 
town, when we were visited by a pelting shower, 
which wetted us to the skin in a moment. A^tter or 
hollow, misnamed a pathway, was soon overflowed ; 
and we had V> wade in it up to cur knees 4n wator, 
and through a most melancholy-looking forest, 
before we entered a village. It i? called SdfftfUf and 
is about eight, miles from Wow. W© were dripp^ing 
wet on our arrival, and the weather still continu- 
ing unpleasant, it was some time before aby one 
made his appearance to invite us into a hut. At 
length the chief came out to welcome us to his 
▼ilbge, and immediately introduced us into a long 
narrow apartment, wherein we are to take up our 

J quarters for the night. It is built of clay, Und is 
umished with two apertures to admit light and air 
into the room. One end of it was occiipied with, a, 
number of noisy goats, while we took possession of 
the other. Paskoie and his wife. are lying on mats 
at Our feet; and a Toby. Philpot, with his ruddy 
cheek andjugof ale, belonging to the chief, separates ^ 
them from the goats. The remainder of our people 
have, nowhere to sleep. The wallu of our apart- 
ment are ornamented with strings of dry, rattling 
human bones, written charms, or fetishes, sheep- 
skins, and bows and arrows. We did not repose 
near so comfortably as could have been desirecly 
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owinff to the swanii^ of mpvquitoes and black ants, 
whicE treated us veiy despitefully till morning. 

Fridaf/, April 2d. — ^B6tWeen six and seven o'clock. 
A. M., we continued oiir route through woods, and 
large open patches of ground, and at about eleven in 
the forenoon, arrived at the borders of a deep glen, 
more wild, romantic, and picturesque than can be 
conceived. It is endosed and overhung on all sides 
by trees of amazing height and dimensions, which 
hide it in deep shadow. Fancy might picture a spot 
80 silent ^d solemn as this as the abode of genii and 
fairies ; every thing conducing to render it grand, 
melancholy, ^d venerable ; and the glen oiaiy wants 
an old dilapidated castle, a rock with& cave in it, or 
son^ething of the kind, to render it the most inter- 
esting place in the universe.' ' IHiere was one beau- 
tiful si^ht, however, which wejwouldnot omit men- 
tioning f(>r the world ; — it was that of an incredible 
number of butterflies, fluttering aboiit x^s like> a 
swarm of bees ; they had chosen this, no doubt^ a4 a 
^ace of refuge against the fury , of the elements. 
They wpre variegated by the most brilliant tints and 
colourings imaginable— the wings t)f some were of a 
tohining greeny edgi&d.and sprinkled with gold ; others 
"wiere of sky-blue and. silver; others of purple and^ 
gold delightfully blending into each other; ind the 
Wings of some we^e like dark silk velvet, trimmed 
and braided with lace. 

To revert from inserts to men: our followers 
formed a group at onc6 savage and iinposing. As 
they winded down the paths of the elcn, with their 
grotesque clothing and arms, bundles, and fierce 
black countenances^ they might be ijfiistaken for a 
strange band of ruinans of the most fearful charac- 
ter. Besides our own^ we had hired twenty men of 
Adooley to carry the luggage, as there are* no beasts 
of burden in th^ country.* Being all assembled at 

* Burdens of all kinds are inTariably earried on ih6 head tty the peo- 
ple of Yaribo, and the natiTee of Tarious other "ooontries in Afhoa. 
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the bottom: of the glen, we found that a long and 
dangerous bojs or swamp, filled with putrid water 
and the decaying remains of vegetable substances, 
intersected our path, and must necessarily be crossed. 
Boughs of trees had been thrown into the swamp by 
some good-natured people to tissist travellers in the* 
attempt, so that our men, furnishing themselves with 
long poles, which they used as. walking-sticks, with 
much difficulty and . exertion succeeded in getting 
over, and fewer accidents occurred to them than 
could have been supposed possible from the nature 
of the slough.^ For my own -part, I was taken on 
the back of a^ large and powerful man,' of amaz- 
ing strength. His brawny shoulders supported me 
without any apparent fatigue on his part; and he 
carried me through bog and water, and over branches 
of trees no bigger than a iban's leg-, rendered^lip- 
pery with mud, in. safety to the opposite side* Jd' 
though he walked as fast and with as much ease as 
his companions, he did not lay me down for twenty 
minutes, the swamp being* as iiearly as we ^could 
guess, a. full quarter of a mile in lengthy We then 
walked taa sihall village called Busha ; whence with- 
out stopping we continued our journey, aijd about 
four in the afternoon parsed through another village, 
somewhat larger than the former^ which is^ called 
Soaid, Here we found ourselves so much exhausted 
with over-fatigue, and want of food, that we were 
compelled to sit down and rest awhile, and here-^ 

" Naked youthcl and painted chiefti admire 

~ Our speech, our colour, and our aurange attire." 

But tbey are a very uncourteous and clownish race, 
Bnd teased us so much with their rudeness and beg- 
fling propensities, that we were glad to be rid of them ^ 
6y setting out again. Having passed two other 
swamps i^the same manner as we had done before, 
we were completely tired, and could go no farther ; 
for we had been walking all day, iu an intricate, 

H9 
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miserable path, sometimes exposed to the sdn, and 
sometimes threading our way through a tangled 
wood. It is now 9ix o'clock in the evening — our 
people are gone to the next town to fetch the horses, 
which Adooley promised should meet us yesterday ; 
land my brother and I are re;stihg by ourselves under 
a grove of trees, which is in the neighbourhood of a 
body of stagnant water, wherein women are bathing 
and casting sidelong^ glances at us. It is a low, 
marshy,' and unwholesome spot, ahd it is extremely 
probable that we shall be obliged to sleep here on 
the grass aU night; but what can we dqt The 
village, it is* true, is not many miles ahead, but then 
we are unable to walk. 

;' Saturday^ April 3rf. — ^We had made fires, of dried 
wood and fallen leaves last even^g, and had pre- 
pared to repose for the night under a canopy of trees, 
and were> in fact actually stretched at full length on 
the turf for that purpose, when we were affreeably 
surprised, by the arrival of four of otup n^en from the 
village with hamiliocks ; for though sleeping in the 
open air, with ** heaven for one's canopy," in a dark 
wQod, and all that, may be very pretty in description, 
yqt in reality nothing can be more disagreeable, for 
the crawhng of ants, black worms, Ac* over one's 
face disperses the most enchanting reyery.- These 
hammocks were highly acceptable^ and we were 
lifted into them with Very grateful feelings. It is 
pleasant, too, after a long day's journey on foot,, 
to be carried along so easily on one's back, to see 
parrots and other solemn birds petchiBd on the 
branches of very tall trees, while the trees them- 
selves seem capering away from one most surpris- 
ingl]^ ;, as well as to gaze on the cheerful moon, and 
achnire all the host of heaven. 

After a charming journey of eight or ten miles; 
we entered the large and populous town of Bidjief* 
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wherein' Captain l^earce and Dr. Morrison fell sick 
on the last expedition. About a quarter of a mile 
from the town we were met by a fellow with a cow's 
horn, who, chiming in wjth a trumpeter that, had 
accompanied us from Wow, produced a harmony 
surpassing all . that had preceded it. Two men 
followed, the Bidjie musician with umbrellas of 
vauriegated silk, ^nd, thus honoured and escorted, we 
were set down, amid a crowd of people, in the centre 
of the town. As usual, the natives testified the wild 
deUght they felt at our visit by clapping of hands and 
loud bursts of laughter.^ Presently, at the noise of 
three or four drums, which was, a signal .that the 
chief was prepared to receive us, the multitude 
quitted us simultaneously, and rnshed to the 'spot 
where he was sitting, and to which we also were 
desired tp proceed. The chief shook hands with us 
in great good-humotir, and we remarked with plea- 
mire, or fancied tv^e could, that not only his laugh, 
but that of his people, was a more social and civil- 
ized kind of sound than whs^t of late we had been 
accustomed to hear. J^Ievertheless \vh'en I shook 
hands with the chiefs son, >which act is not very 
diverting m itself, the* bystanders set up so general 
a roar of laughter, that the' town rang with the noise; 
and when I ventured further io place my hand on his 
head, they were yet more amazingly tickled, and 
actually ' ■ .\ 

" Staiidk'd like mandrake! torn oat of Um eartb." 

r 

As soon aa^the ceremony of introduction was Over, 
and the admiration of the people was confined within 
rational bounds, we wished the chief a pleasant 
eight's rest, and were conducted mto a comfortable, 
airy hut, which had a verandah ' in front. Shortly 
after^^rd he sent us a goat for supper. 

We were in momentary expectation of hearing 
acme account <»f our horses from Badigry the whole 
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of the morning and afternoon/aacl have indeed waited 
here at Bidjie to-day for that purpose,, and in order 
that the hien with the luggage iriiay have time lo 
overtake? us, for the}'^ have been hindered by the 
swamps ai>d quagmires which we ourselves f6wnd so 
nrach difficulty in crossing. But just about sunset 
two fellows arrived from Baddgry with the mortify- 
ing intelligence that our horses would not remain) on 
the water in canoes, but having upset one of them 
and kicked out the bottom of ?(nother, had swam on 
shofre and been led back to Baddgry.. We are per- 
suaded that this story has been jma,de up for the oc- 
caslori^ and thus by the bad faith of Adooley are we 
deprived of our horses ; we have put ourselves in a 
fever by walking a jojumey of two days in ope, -and 
are Jikely to walk the reftiainder of the \yay to Jenn^^ 
in the glare and heat pf the sun,,A>r Wehave noum-^ 
brellais to screen ourselves from his' rays* .My bro- 
ther pajd eighty dollars for one of the animals, but 
Adobley has forgott:en to return the, coin, and has 
likewise kept for hisiown use a couple of -saddles 
which we purchased at Accrd. * 

' Late in the evening our expected carriers arrived* 
with the luggage, Some of which has been wetted 
and damaged ih the marshes. We are informed that 
horses will bp sent. us from Jenna to-morroWi My 
brother has been amusing himself the greater part of 
this afternoon in teaching the sitnple-hearted chief 
to play on a child's penny Jew's-rharp, niany of which 
we have brought with us §is presents ; but his profi- 
ciency, owing to a Wonderfully capacious mouth and 
teeth ofextraordijiary size, has not l)een near so flat- 
termg as could have been wished. His people, how- 
ever, who had assembled in great numbers, were of 
a diiferent opinion, and when they heard their chief 
tlraw the first sound from the little instrument, 

" Shouts of applause ran rsttUng to the skies.'* 

Turnpikes are aa ooaimon from Bad^gry to this 
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glace as on any public road in England. Instead of 
orses, carriages, &c. t)eople carr3ring burdens'alone 
are taxed ; but as we are under* protection of the 
government, no duty has been exacted fojr any of our 
things. 

Sunday y April 4th, — ^W^ arose at sunrise this morn- 
ing to make arrangeinents for leaving this place, 
which is no^ easy task ; and sent to signify our mten- 
tion to the chief shortly after. He expressed a de* 
sire to see us as soon ^s we could conveniently come, 
ahd accordingly after breakfast we repaired to his 
habitation, which is adjoining o\irs. Led through a 
number of yards and huts, inhabited only by goats 
and sheep, which weiie tethered to posts^ and a quan- 
tity of taine pigbons, we percieivea the object of our 
▼isif squatting on a leopard^ skin unc^er a decent- 
looking verandah. He v^as surrounded by h\» drum- 
mers and other distinguished persons, who oiade 
room for us when we drew near. But the chief arose 
as soon as he sa^ us, and beckoning to us to follow 
hi^i, We were ushered through a labyrinth of low 
huts, and still lower doors, till at last we entered the 
innermost apartment of the whole- suite, and her^ 
we were requested to sit down and drink rum. The 
doors we had seen were carved with figures of men^ 
which exactly resembled certain rude attempts at 
portrajrin^ the human body which may still * be 
observed m several old churches and chapels in. the 
west of England. The chief informed us that we were - 
at liberty to quit Fidjie as soon as the heat of th^ sun 
should have' somewhat abated, but previous to our 
departure he promised to return our yisit. On 
leaving the place he followed us,'lhough without out 
knowledge ; hut finding tljat we walked faster than 
he, and that he could not keep pace with us (for he 
is a bulky man), he hastily despatched a messenger 
to inform us that kings always walk with a slow, and 
measured step, and that our strides being long 'and 
vulgar, he would thank us to lessen our speedy and 
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stop awhile to enable him to come up with us, which 
of course we agreed to with great ffood-will. A few 
minutes after this he reached our nouse, dressed in 
a tobe of .green silk damask, very rich and showy, 
and a scull-cap made of purple and crimson velvet. 
"With the exception of strings of white beads, which 
encircled his armsi| he used no personal ornaments. 
He remained chatting with us a longtime. 

Many of the women of Didjie have, ihe flesh on 
their foreheads risen io the shJ^pe of marines, and 
their cheeks similarly cut up and deformed.. The 
lobes of their ears arfe likewise pierced, .and the 
holes made surprisingly large, for the insertion of 
pieces of ivory and wocfd into them, which is a pre- 
vailing fashion with all ranks. We read the* church 
service this morning, agreeably to vnr general cus- 
. tom. The natives, of whose society we have never 
been able to rid ourselves, seemed to attach great 
awe and' reverence to our form gf worship, for we 
had made them understand what we were going 
about, which induced them to pay a high degree of 
siknt attention to the ceremony, and set at rest, for 
the time, that peculiar , continuous laugh by which 
they are distinguished £rom their neighbours.. . In 
the afternoon, or, as the natives express it, ^ when 
the sun had los.this strength,^ we departed from the 
town of Bidjie, accompanied by its good-natured, 
happy governor, ^nd reached the banl^ of a rivulet 
called Yow in a "very few minutes. Butterflies were 
h<er6 more numerous thaivcan be imagined ; millions 
of them fluttered round -us, and literally li^d fropi our 
sight every thing but (heir own variegated and beau- 
tiful wings. , 

Here on the banks of the Yow, ,we took a last 
farewell of the affectionate old chief, who implored 
the " Great God" to bless us ; and as the canoes in 
which we had embarked moved from the spot, aloud 
long>laugh, with clapping of hands from the lower 
classes, evinced ^he satisfaction they felt at having 
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seen us, and their hearty wishes for our welfare. 
The Yow ig'an extr'emely natiow rivulet, not more 
than a few feet in breadth ; and flown in a serpentine 
direction through a flat country, covered with 
rushes and tall rank grass. Qrocodiles are said to 
resort here .in gr^at numbers ; the low bark or growl 
of these rapacious animals we heard distinctly, and 
almost close to us. After we had been pushed along 
against the stream by poles for five or six miles, 
between four and five O'clock in the afternoon we 
landed at a narrow creek, which ran a little way into 
a thick and gloomy forest. We had not proceeded 
more than two hundred yards on the pathway, when 
we were met by a* messenger from Jenna, who in 
formed us that the owneyrs of all the horses in 
the town had rode out to welcome their chief, and 
escort him to his residence, so that we should foe 
obliged to walk th6 remainder of the way. A few 
minutes only had elapsed, however, frQni this time^ 
before we descried ahorse approaching us in the 
path. This was a gdodly sight to us,, who were 
already becoming wearied and sore with the exei*- 
tions we had n^ade during the day, for we did not 
reflect a monient that th^ animal might not, after, all, 
be for our use. However, we soon met, and the 
rider immediately declared that he had^ left Jenna 
purposely on our account. Thef horse's head was 
loaded with charms and fetishes, enveloped in pieces 
of red and blue' cloth* His saddle was of Hdussa 
manufacture, and uncommonly neat ; in the interior 
such an article is used only by the principal people ; 
and his bridle also was of curious workmanship. 
The horseman had an extravagant idea of his own 
consequence, and seemed a prodigious boaster. He 
wore abundance of clothing, most of which was 
superfluous, but it made him excessively vain. He 
infornied us that he had been despatched by the king 
of Jenna to meet us in the path, and t6 escort us to 
tbe capital ; but understanding that Adooley had sup* 
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pliad US with hor8€|8, he did nc^ conceive it necessflory 
to send others. The messenger, hqwever, dis- 
mounted ,and offered us his horse ; and my brother 
ahd self a^eed to hde him in turns. . We therefore 
ioiniediately proceeded, and traversed a rich and 
varied country, abounding plentifully with wood and 
water. A fine red sand covered the pathway, 
which we found to be in much better condition than 
any we had before seen. Sometimes it wound 
through an open, level tr^ct of fine grazing land ; 
and then again it diverged through forests so thick 
and deep that the light of the mooia, which had 
arisen, was unable to penetrate the gloom, and we 
were frequently left in mjdtiight darkness. It would 
require greatei; powers than we are in possession of 
to, give an adequate description of the magnificence, 
solemnity, and desolate repose of the awfid solitudes 
through which we passed this evening. They were 
enlightened, however, at times by the. appearance of 
glowworms, which were so luminous that one could 
almost see to read by their gfolden splendour; and 
sometimes by the moonbeams, which trembled upon 
the leaves and branches of the trees. A frs^jfrance 
also was exhaled from the forest, mojre odoriferous 
than the perfume of primroses or violets ; and one 
nHght;almost fancy, when threading his way through 
scenery which perhaps caninbt be surpassed for 
beauty in any part of the world, that he was ap- 
p^roaching those eternal shades where' in. ancient 
time the sOuls of good men were supposed to wan- 
der. The woods rang with the song of insects and 
night-birds, which saluted us with little intermission 
till about ten o'clock at night, when we entered 
Zaa^oo, a large and pledsani town. Here we were 
informed that no hous^ would be offered us, the 
fetish-priest having declared that the moment a 
"v^hite man should enter the dwellings bf the inhabit- 
ants, they would be seized by their enemies and 
enslaved. We arrived thirsty and eidiausted, but 
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for a long time could n^ procure even a drop t>f 
Mrater. Our tent had been left on the road foj want of 
carriers, and we had made up Our minds to rest under 
a tree, when about two hours afterward it wie fortu- 
nately brought into the town. We fixed it immedi- 
ately, and having succeeded in procuring wood from 
the unkind inhabitants, we kindled a 6re in front of 
it; and our people laid themselves in groups outside, 
while we entered, and attemipted vaii3y to isleep. 

^ Monday J April 5M;-^Before sunrise this ^ morning 
we were all on, the alert, and struck the tent at a 
very early hour. We thert«ent the carriers onward 
with the luggage, and hastily left the town after them, 
without bidding adieu either to the chief or any of 
his people^ on account of their inhospitality ; and in 
an hour's time reached the extensive and important 
town of Larro, On dismounting, we were nrst led, 
to a^ large, cleanly-swept squa^, wherein is pre.- 
served the Mish of the place, which is the model of 
a canoe, having three Wooden figures with paddles iii 
it. After waiting ati the shade' for an hour, sur^ 
rounded by an immense multitude of people of all 
ages, the chiefs approach was announced by a gen- 
eral rush from our quarters to the other end of the 
square, where he was walking. We went towards 
him, in orde| to pay him the accustomed salutation 
of shaking of hands, &c. ; but one of his followers, 
fancying mat i kept his master's hand clasped iii 
mine longer than the occasion might warrant, lox>ked 
fiercely in my face, and snatched away my hand 
eagerly ?tnd roughly, withbtit, however,, uttering a 
word. I could Save pulled the fellow's ears with 
the greatest good-wiU in the world, had not the fear 
of secret revenge deterred me. As it was, I smo-, 
thered my riding chole!*, and with my brother quietly 
followed the chief to his principal hut, under whose 
verandah we were served with goora-nilts in a huge 
pewter platter. Presently the chief squatted him- 
self down on a handsome rash mat of native manu- 
Vol. L— I 
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facture; and we were de^red 'to sit by hiln on an 
elegant Turkey carpet, which had been laid there for 
the purpose. He was rather fancifully dressed ; and 
wore two tobes, t^at nearest the skin bein^ of black 
silk velvet, and the other, of crimson velvet lined 
'with sarsenet His boots were of yellow leather, 
neatly worked; /and Kis wrists were loaded with 
bracelets of ^Iver and copper. The chief *8 counte- 
nance betrayed much seriousness and 'solidity ; and 
the diverting: laugh of his countrymen was super- 
seded by a sober chee^rfuhiess. Many of his wives 
sat behind him in lines-=-^ome of whom Were of a 
bright, copper colour; indeed, great numbers of the 
inhabitants of Larro have fairer complexions than 
mulattoes. The yard of the hut was crammed full 
of ourious and inquisitive people, who &tdod 'with 
ofpen, mouth di|riiig the whole of the audrenpe. The 
ehief wished to impress . strongly on bur minds his 
own dignity and power ; he said he Was greater than 
th6 Governor of Jenna, inasmuch as the latter was 
a slave to the King of Katunga, but hims^f was a 
freeman. He would give us permission to depart 
to-morrow, he continued; and in the mean time 
would supply us with provisions. The chief was as 
goo4 as 'his word, for shortly after we had quitted 
the hut,, we received a. goat and sokne yams-; and he 
returned our visit in the cool of the evening. It 
appears that it is not his general practice to drink 
spirituous liquors in presence t>f his people, or it 
may be against the law to do so ; for having care- 
fully exchided all prying eyes from our dwelling, 
and ordered' a mat to be hung over thfe doorway, he 
even then turned his face to the wadl^ whenever he 
attempted to swallow the brandy we offered him. 
He remained with us rather better than an hour. 
We have forgotten to mention, that on our present- 
ation to th^ chief in the morning, a chaptei* from 
the Koran was repeated to him by a Mohammedan 
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priest, to which bpth he aind his people seemed to 
pay great respect and attention.' 

Public schools are estabUshed h^re for the avowed 
purpose of teaching the rising generation the ru^- 
• ments of the Mohammedan reKgipn. 

A singular custom prevails in the town, of com- 
pelling children at the breast to swallow a quantity 
of cold water from a calabash. An infant was 
nearly choked this afternoon by ihe injection 6f 
more than a pint of water down its throat. Whether 
mothers follow this custom for the , purpose of, 
curing children of any imaginary comfdaints, or, a3 
is more probable, in the hope of rendering them 
less eager for their natural food, we have not ascer- 
tained. . . 

The inhabitants possess horses, asses, and mules, 
though not in any considerable numbers ; they have, 
howeveF,great abundance of «heep and goats, which 
are bred in the town; and their yards and fauts^re 
the common place of resort for. these animals — 
indeed they may he said to grow up and live with 
the children of" their owners. "\ye have been amus- 
ing ourselves during the greater part jof to-^SLy in 
looking at the playful gambols of some very hapd- 
some goats, which had strayed into our abode ; but 
the sheep are not iiear so tame or iroHcsome, repelling 
all our aavances towards a more' familiar acquaintance 
by timidity and ill-nature. Shrimps and fish, which 
are caught in the istroams in the ^ vicinity of the 
town, are daily^ exposed for sale; and* the inhabit- 
ants appear to foe in possession of a greater share of 
the necessaries and comfqrts of life than their neigh- , 
hours of the seacoast. . / , . 

We have observe^ the coimtry to be sensibly 
rising to-day; and agriculture appears to be con- 
ducted on a regxilar system^ which is an evident 
proof of the. active and industrious habits of the 
people. The gloomy fastnesses^ and wUdnesses of 
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na|;ure, such as we passed on' the first' day or two 
of our journey from Baddgry, are lefes common as we 
advance ; and open glades, with plantations of ba- 
nanas^ anc( fields of 3rams and Indian corn, all neatly 
feocedf . met our view from the path yesterday ah4 
this morning. The inhabitants of Larro also exhibit 
greater cleanliness of person atid tidiness of apparel 
thah the tribes nearer - the -sea ; and importunate 
beggars have disappeared entirely. 

My brother and I begin already to ftfel the relaxing 
influence of the climate, but by the blessing. of 
Heaven we hope that our progress through the coun- 
try may not yet^ impeded by sickness. 

Tuesday, AvrU Qih. — The Chief of Larro requested 
toy brother t^iis morning to repair a sword of his 
which was broken ; but the latter having expressed 
his ignorance of the art of cutlery, we were per- 
mitted to take our leave. , > 

The sun had scarcely risen abpve the horizon, 
and the mists of the tnorning yet hung upon the 
hills, when we quitted the town Of Larro^ and pur- 
* sued our journey on horseback. Three horsemen 
from Jenna followed ui^ on tl^e path, aifd we were 
enlivened by the wild jingling of their animals' bells, 
till we got within a, mile of that town, where 'we 
alighted at a kind of turnpike, and fired a salute of 
two muskets.* Here we were met by a parcel of 
fellows with horns, who blew on them witli the ac- 
customed energy of the natives : these men J)receded 
i;is over a bridge, which is thrown across a moat that 
surrounds Jenna, into the centre of the town, where 
we again alighted, and awaited the chief's pleasure 
in an open shed. We had not been seated many 
seconds before an immense crowd of people pressed 
in upon us on every side, subjecting us to the accus- 
tomed inconveniences of want ot air, s^ong, un- 
wholesome smells, and a confused hubhub that defies 
description. Never \^ere peojile more eager to be- 
}iold us* The little ones formed themselves into a 
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ling close to the 8he4) then foHowed those of ma- 
tnrer age, after them came a still older class, and the 
last circle consisted of people as tall as steeples, 
most of whom held infants in their arms. Alto- 
gether was. f<orm^d a large amphitheatre of black 
woolly heads and teeth set in jetty faces; and 
although we?' felt rather annoyed at their innocent 
curiosity^ and were obliged to wait a- considerable 
time for the new chief, we could not help being highly 
diverted with the spectacle around us. At length, to 
our great relief and joy, news was brought that he 
was ready to receive us. Such is the eti<|uette here, 
that the longer a stranger is compelled to wait to be 
introdu<5ed, the greater is the honour done him, and 
the higher is the rank of that person supposed to be, 
who exacts this iinpleasant delay. We discovered the 
chief,or rather govenior, silting on a piece of leather, 
under a large verandah, a,t one end of a commodious 
square yard. He was clad in the prevailing fineiy 
of crimson velvet tobe and cap, both edged with gold- 
lace. At his right-hand sat his wives and women, 
arid we Avere desired 16 place ourselves on hi^ left. 
The woihen sang the praises of their master in a 
loud unpleasant voice, m which they were assisted 
bv the music {equally unharmonious) of drums, fifes, 
clarionets, and horn$.' On- our wishing the chief all 
the happiness in the world, those that had flocked 
into the yard after us, and every one near him, pros- 
trated themselves on the ground and dapped their 
hands. Goora-nuts were presented us in water, and 
a profusion of compliments passed on both sides } 
but the dignity of the newly-made governor seemed 
to sit rathef awkwarcfty upon him, for he was shy 
and bashful as a maiden, and really appeared agitated 
and afraid of his white-faced visitants: Stfange as 
it may seem, the patience Of the most patient people 
in the world was completely exhausted, as might be 
seen by their desertion of the premises before we 
qaitM them, notwtthstonditig Hie few words that liad 

18 
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passed between the chief and ottrselvesi The cerei^ 
mony of introdHction being over, we bade adieu to 
the chief, and having visit^d the gr^ve of Dr. Morri- 
son in our way< repaired to ahyt which had been got 
ready for our reception. • 

The former governor of Jenna, who, it will be re- 
collected, treated the gentlemen composing the last 
mission so handsomely, died abc^ut fifteen liionths 
ago, and the King of Yarriba chose, one of the mean- 
est of his slaves as hi3 successor. ^ This is an inva- 
riable rule with the sovereigns of that country of 
which Je.nna is a province^ for they fear that its dis- 
j tance from the capital being vety great, a person of 
higher rank, if possessed of talents and spirit, could 
easily influence the. natives to throw off the yoke, 
and declare themselves independent of Yarriba. 
The 'present governor is a Haussa man, ^nd was 
r^ed to the £gnity he now holdi^, in all probability, 
on account of his childish simplicity and.artlessness; 
for a person with a countenance more indicative of 
innocence, and perhaps stupidity also, we never 
recollect to have seen. The qualities of hiis heart, 
however, are said, to be excellent, and his mamiers 
are mild and amiable. IjLe had been twelve months 
in coming from Katuhga id this; place, being under 
the necessity of stopping. at every tpwn between 
Jenna and his capital to receive the applauses and 
CQHgratulations' of the inhabitants, and to join, in 
their festivities and amusements. He did not make 
his entry here till ycjsterday. . , 

Showers are becoming heavier and fall more fre- 
quently, than they did; and the t^^'^ season may 
rairly be said to have commei^ced. . The thermome- 
ter fell suddenly to-day from 94® to 78*, and re- 
mained stationary there for the whole of the after- 
noon. 

The chief sent us this eveniAg a ffoat, a;id yams, 
milk, and honey. 

Wednesday^ A^ 7/A.— W^ ^^amed" a present t6 



JXKNA. 108 

the goyernoT this morning, which he received mtK 
every mark of satisfaction and gratitude; but he 
declared with sorrow that he should be obliged to 
send sonde of it to the King of Katunga, who would 
not let him wear red, cloth till he had been a longer 
time established in his new situation. 

It is related iii Ca|)tain Clapperton's journal that 
one of old- Pascoe's wives eloped from him in Ka- 
tunga while he was asleep^ taking with her the 
triimets Mrs. Belzoni had siven him, and that" she 
was never afterward heard of. Thi^ woman had 
the effrontery to introduce herself into our house 
to-day with an» infant, whereof she asserted with 
warmth that Pascoe was the father, and that she 
was . determined to leave it upon his hands. She 
had prevailed upon a number at Haussa females fo 
accompany her, that they might endeavouirto induce 
her qiwndam huslmnd, who is a countryman of Jheirs, 
to receive the child, and make up the breach between 
them"; bjit'ttie infant not being more than nine, or at 
most twelve months old, and three or four years hav- 
ing elapsed since the elopetnent took place, we were 
convinced. Independently of the age and infirmities 
of Pascoe,^ that it could by*no rule oir law be his. 
Accordingly, notwithstanding the uproar occasioned 
by the women'is tongues (which is no small matter 
in any 'part of the world), the mother with her spu- 
rious Ofl^pring, and the ladies that came to aid and 
abet her Imposition, were turned out of the yard 
without ^y ceremony, to the great relief of Pascoe 
and his present rib, who felt rather uncomfortable 
while the jwlaver was canrying on. 
. The fetish priest of the town came dancing into 
our ^t this afternoon, looking exceedingly wild, 
and roaring ks if possessed by aii evil spirit. We 
paid Uttle attention to the (ellow's fooleries, who, 
not likihg his reception, left the hut, after we had 
given him the accustomed fee of a few cowries. 
The maii^s person and dres8» together with its whim* 
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Bical ornaments, were admirably fitted to impoae on 
the credulity and superstition of the inhaintants, 
although many of the townspeople, influenced per- 
haps b^r the spreading doctrines of Mahomet, spoke 
their minds pretty, freely, calling him a scoundrel and 
. a deviL There wasfiomething peculiar in the priest's 
counteiiance that we coUld not define. Oh his shottl- 
ders he bore^a large chib', carved at onfeefad with th^ 
figure of a man'« head. A vast number of strings' 
ef cowries were suspended op, this weapon, which 
were intermixed with bells, -broken combs, small 
pieces of wood, with rude imitations of men's faces 
cut on them, large sea-sheUs, bits of iron aqd brass, 
nut-shells, &c. &c." Perhaps the ntimber of cowries 
on his person did not f;^U far short of twenty thou*, 
sand; and the weight of his various ornaments 
almost pressed him to the ground. After this fellow 
had left our apartment, three or four o^ers came to 
torment us ;with. drums, whistles, and honvs, and be* 
p^an and ended the evening's serenade to their own 
infinite delight and satisfaction. The native drum 
answers the purpose of a tambarjne and bagpipe 
as well, and is of peculiar formation. Its top i» 
encircled with little brass bells, and is played upon 
with one hand, while the /ingers of the other are 
employed at the same time in tapping on its surface. 
The instrument itself is held under the left arm, but 
instead of an outer wooden case, strings alone are 
used from end to end, which being pressed against 
the musician's side, sounds somewhat similar to 
those of a ^Scotch bagpipe, but very inferior, are pro- 
duced. The drummers, with their companion^ of 
the horns and whistles, subsist entirely on. the cha^ 
rity of the public, who require theiir services on all 
occasions of general merriment and jollity. 

Tuesday 9 April 8th, — The two messengers that 
arrived at Baddgry while we were tt^ere, and stated 
that th^y had bien employed for the purpose by the 
Goyemor of Jenna, were this momixig disccnreredto 
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be impostors, and put in irpns accordingly'. Bnt as 
the poor fellows had really heen of essential service 
to us, inasmuch as by their representations they 
prevailed upon Adooley to give us leave' to proceed 
on our journey much sooner than we ourselves could 
have. done, -we thpught proper to intercede in their 
behalf, and although they were t'o have been -sold -as 
a punishmeiit for their deception, they are now set 
at liberty. • The person also that met us with a horse 
after crossing the river Yow, near Bidjie, proceeded 
thither on his own account, without the knowledge 
or consent of the gpvemor; but as he ik a Falatsli, 
and a respectable man, little has been said or done 
about that matter^ The only motive which could 
have' influenced these three men in their projects of 
assisting us had been without doubt the expectation 
of receiving a trifling remuneration, and of this, not- 
withstanding an' injunction to the contrary from'tlie 
governor, we have not disappointed them. Their 
seiyices were well-tinned and Very acceptable, and 
amply deserved a few needles and scissors. 

We were witnesses this morning to a specimen of 
.native tumbling and dancing, with the usual accom- 
paniments of vocal and instrumental mUsic. By far 
the most diverting p^urt of the entertamlnent was the 
dancing; but even this did not at all answer the ex- 
pectations we had formed of it. The performers 
were liberally supplied with country beer, and like 
mpst amusements of the kind, they ended this with 
wrangling and intoxication. The fellows that ac- 
companied us as guides from Baddgry, who in their 
native place would sell their birthright for a ^lass 
of rum, have now washed themselves £Lnd thrown 
aside their rags, appearing at all public {^aces in bor- 
rowed -finery. They now never leave their habita- 
tions without Adooley's sword, whidh they have 
with them, and a host of followers. This morning 
they attended the celebration of the games, in showy 
apparelt with sUk umbrellas held over their heads f 
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and amopg other articles of dress, the principal of 
thera wore an iDimense drab-colonred Quaker's hat, 
of the coarsest quality. They will scarcely deign to 
speak to a poor man. 

We 4earii with regret that all the horses of the 
late governor of Jenna were interred, according to 
custom, with the corpse of their master; and we 
begin to be apprehensive that we shall be obliged to 
w5k the whole of the way to Katimga, as the 
present ruler is not the owner of a single beast of 
burden. This piece of ill news was carefully with- 
held from us till after the presents had all been duly 
delivered to the governor and his head-men ; but the 
ktter alone are to blame in this instance. Matters 
being in this unpleasant state, we have^sent a mes- 
senger to the chief of Larro, to inibrm him of the 
circumstance, and entreat him to redeem his promise 
of lending us a horse or a mule ; and another to 
Adooley, requesting him to despatch immediately 
one of our horses at least from Baddgry, for that we 
had found it impossible to do witnout him. But 
^f^hetl^er the latter will accede to it or not remains 
to be seen. We do not think th^t he will ; ^d yet 
we can hardly imagine he will carry his chicanery so 
far, because he rmist fear that the variety of orders 
w€ have given him to receive valuable presents from 
England will never be honoured by our countrymen 
if he refused to fulfil his engagements to us. 

This evening a corpse was interred at a short dis- 
tance from our dwelling, and the friends of the de- 
ceased have been employed Bfiore than an hour in 
bewaiUng their loss. The low pfaintive noise they 
make sounds dolefully in our hut, and it has a very 
sorrowful and depressii>g effect on our spirits. 

We have been pretty busily engaged during the 
whole of the afternoon in writing letters and des- 
patches for England. They wiU be forwarded by 
Adooley as soon as possible to Cape Coast Castle. 
The Bad&grian guides and carriers will return home 
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to-morrow to our very gre^t relief, for they have, 
been a constant trouble, and have harassed us from 
morning till night 

Fridai(j. Ajoril 9^A.— Since the demise of the late 
governor, it is calculated that Jenna has lost more 
than five hundred of its population, chiefly^by wars, 
intestine broils, &c.,' and for want of a ruler. It 
must not be imagined, howjever, that because the 
people of this country are almost perpetually en- 
gaged in conflicts with their neighbours, the slaugh- 
ter of human beings is therefore very great.. They 
pursue war, as it is called, partly as an amusement, 
or to ** keep their hands in it ;" and partly to benefit 
themselves by thp capture of slaves. As we were 
sailing down the coast, we were told that the natives 
of Cape La If oo and Jack-a-Jack had been warring 
forthfee years previously, and were still at variance ; 
but, during that long period, only one single decrepit 
old woman, who found it no easy matter to run as fast 
as her coimtrymen, was left behind, and became the 
solitary victim of a hundred engagements. Much 
after the same fashion are the bloodless wars of 
Jenna. Success depends much more on the cunning 
and address of the parties, tha«K)n ,any extraordinary 
display of intrepidity ; and living, not dead, subjects 
are sought after ;-«o that it is^ their intereil to avoid 
Jiard blows, and enrich themselves by the sale of their 
prisoners. Periiaps the extraordinary decrease in the 
poj^ulation of Jenna has arisen from the desertion 
of slaves, who embrace the opportunity, while their 
• masters are from home engaged in piped atory excur- 
sions, of running away; and thus the latter fre- 
quently become losers, instead of gainers, by their 
unnatural passion for stealing their fellow-creatures. 
The individuals captured are sent to the coast, and 
the chiefs of those unsettle^ and barbarous tribes 
that inhabit it are appointed agents to regulate the 
sale of them, fpr which they receive half the profits. 

Late in^tfae evening the young Falatah, mentioned 
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in yesterda3r'8 journal, paid us a Visit* and offered ld» 
horse for sal^. He is a Mobaromedan priest, and 
was accompanied by a countryman of the same per* 
suasion ; but neither x)f the holy itien appeared in 
their dealing to understand the ipeaning of truth or 
justice. An agreement was made, and we paid 
thirty dollars. The merchant imploredus not to tell 
his father, who was the real owner of the horse, that 
he had sold him for less money than he had re- 
ceived ; and in this request he was seconded by his 
more venerable friend ; because,' he said, he wanted 
a small sum for his private use, which he knew his 
parent would refuse him. The words were hardly 
out of their mouths before the two Mussulmans pub- 
hciy went through their ablutiohs in front of our 
house, where, turning their faces to the east, they 
seenled to pray very devoutly to th6 founder of their^ 
faith. When this was .concluded, they sang us an 
Arabic hymnl with very great solemnity, and the 
whole had an immediate and wondetful tsffect on the 
feelings of many of their followers in the yard* who, 
mistaking loudness of voice for fervour^ and hypo- 
critical seriousness for {wety, made the two wor- 
shippers a present of money. The Fal^tahs are sup- 
posed to be spies from Soccatoo ; but, although this 
IS a very prevalent opinion, no measures whatever 
have yet been taken either to w^tch their motiQns, 
or question them as to their intentions* 

The women of Jenna employ themselves generally 
either in spinning cotton or preparing In£an com 
for food. Much of the former material grpws in the 
vicinity of the town, but the pultivation of the plant 
is not carried on With the spirit it deserves. Silk, 
which is brought overland from Tripoli, the inhabit*^ 
ants sometimes interweave in their cotton garments ; 
but such* being ver^ expensive, are only worn by the 
higher class of people. They have abundance of 
bullocks, pigs, goats, sheep, and poultry, but theV 
prefer vegetable food ta animsd; their <U6t, indeed 
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chiefly of preparations of the yam and of li^dian 
. corn ; notwithstanding which a stronget or mpre 
athletic irace of people is nowhere to be met with. 
Burdens with them, as with the natives of i^iany 
parts of the continent, are invaristbly carried on the 
nead ; which, it is more than likely, occasions that 
4ignified uprightness of form and stateliness of walk 
80 often spoken of by those acquainted with the 
pleasing pequUariti^s of the African female. The 
weight of a feather is borne on the head in prefer- 
ence to its being carried in th^ hand ; and it not un- 
frequently requires the united strength of three men 
to nft a calabash of goods from the ^ound to the 
shoulder of one ; and then, and not till then, does 
the amazing strength of the African appear. iTie 

greater part of tb^ inhabitants of Jenna have the 
air of their head and their eyebrows shaven ; but 
the governor's ministers and servants wear their hair 
in the shape of a horse-shoe, as a mark, of distinc- 
tion. It is confined to the crown of the head by 
large daubs of indigo, and, none of the people pre- 
suming to imitate it* answers the purpose of a Uvery. 
Saturday^ April lOM.''— The earher part of this 
morning was obscured by a mist or haze, which was 
as thick and at least as unwholesome as a Londoii 
fog in November; 'hut oetweeil nine and ten o'clock 
it dispersed, smd the sun shone out with uncommon 
lustre. The hut which we occupy is in a large 
square yard, and is the property of the late governor's 
principal wife, who6e story is rather romantic- 
Each of its sides was formed by huts, which had all 
at one time been inhabited ; but, a fire having broken 
out in one of them by some accident, the greater 
jMurt perishecl- A few nuts only are at prei^nt stand- 
uig, together with black naked walls, and stakes 
which supported the verandahs, the latter reduced 
to charcoal. The tenantable buildings are inhabited 
by the female slaves of the owner of the square and 
VoL.1.— K 
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ourselves; It is the custom here, when a goremor 
dies, for two of bis favourite wives to quit the world 
on the same day, in order that he may have a little 
pleasant, social company in a future state ; but the 
fate governor's devoted Wives had no ambition or 
inclination to follow their venerable husband to the 
grave, and went and hid themsehres before 1;he 
funeral ceremonies were performed, and have re- 
mained concealed ever since with the remabider of 
his women. To-day, however, one of these unfor- 
tunates, — she to whom our house belongs, — wa»dis« 
covered in her hiding-place at the present gove*nor's> 
and the alternative of a poisoned chalice, or to have 
her head broken by the club of the fetich-priest, wa* 
offered hen She has chosen the fortt^er mode of 
dying, as being the less terrible of the two, and has 
come to our yard to spend- her la6t ^ours in the so* 
eiety of her faithful slaves. These address their 
mistress by the endearing name of mother. Poor 
creatures ! as soon aS they learned her miili^of tunev 
they dropped their spinninjg ; the grinding^ of com 
was also relmquishea ; their sheep, goats, and pouli> 
try were suffered to roam at large without restrainlr.;^ 
and they abandoned themselves to the most exces* 
sive, most poignant grleHF; but now the arrival of 
their mistress has added, if possible, to their afflic- 
tion. There is not to be found in the world , perhaps, 
ah object more truly sorrowM thanv a lonely, de- 
fenqeless woman in tears; and on such an occasion 
as this, it may easily be conceived, the distress is 
piore peculiarly cutting. A heart that could not be 
touched at a scene of this nature must be unfeeling 
indeed. Females have been doming all day to condole 
with the old lady, and to weep with het ; so that we 
have lieard and seen nothing but sobbing and crying 
from morning till the setting of the sun. The prin- 
cipal males in the town have likewise been here to pay 
their last respects to their mistress ; and so has her 
grave^gger, w1k> has just risen from prQ$tratin^ him- 



n 



THE LATE KINa's WIDOW. Ill 

self on the ground before her. Notwithstanding the 
representations and remonstrances of the priest, and 
the prayers of the venerable victim to her gods for 
fortitude to undergo the dreadful ordeal, her resolu- 
tion has forsaken her more than once. She has en- 
tered our yard twice to e^ire in the arms of her 
women, and twice has she laid aside the fatal poison 
in order to t^e another wal^ and gaa;e once more 
on the splendour of the sun and the glory of the 
heavens ; for she cannot bear the idea of losmg sight 
of them for evdr., She is still restless and uneasy, 
and would gladly run away from death, if she durst ; 
for that imaginary being appears to her in a more 
terrible light than our pictures represent him with 
his shadowy form and fatal dart. Die she must, and 
she knows it ; nevertheless she will tenaciously 
cUng to life till the very last moment. Meanwhile 
her grave is preparing, and prepa.rations are making 
for a wake at her funeral. She is to be buried here 
in one of her own huts, the moment after the spirit 
has (quitted the body, which will be ascertained by 
strikmg th6 ground near which it may be lying at the 
time ; when, if no motion or struggle ensues, the old 
woman will be considered as dead. The poison 
used by the natives on, this occasion destroys life, it 
is said, in fifteen minutes. 

The reason of our hot meeting with a better re- 
ception at Laatoo when we slept there wais the 
want of a chietto that town, the last having followed 
the old governor of Jenna to the eternal i^ades, for 
he was his slave. Widows are burnt in India, just as 
they are poisoned or clubbed here j but in the former 
country, 1 believe, no male victims are destroyed 6jx 
such occasions. The origin of this abominaUe cusr 
torn is understood to have arisen from a dread on 
the part of the chiefs of the country in oldejEi time, 
that their principal wives, "who alone were in pos- 
session of their confidence, and knew where their 
money was concealed, might secretly attempt their 



lie JBNICA. 

« 

life, in order at once to establish their own jf)reedoni» 
and become possessed of the property. That, far 
from haying any motives to destroy her husband, a 
woman might, on the contrary, have a strong in- 
chicement to cherish him as long as possible, the ex« 
istence of the wife was made to depend entirely on 
that of her lord ;' and this custom has been handed 
down from father to son even to the present time. 
But why men also, who can have no interest to ffain 
on the death of their prince, should be obliged to 
conform to ^le same nte is not near so easily ac- 
counted fon The preseht governor of Jenna must 
of necessity ^o down to the grave on the first intel- 
ligence of the demise of the King of Yarriba ; and as 
that monarch is a very aged man, the situation of 
the fornier is not the most enviable in the World. 

Previous to her sMraUowing the'poison, the favour- 
ite wife of a deceased chief or niler destroys pri- 
vately all the wealth, or rather money, of her former 
partner, in order that it may not fall into Hie hands 
of his successor* ^Tht same custom is observed at 
Baddgry also ; and although the king's son may be 
of age at the period of Ins father's death, he in- 
herits his authority and influence only. He is le.ft to 
his own sagacity and exertions to' procure' wealthy 
which can seldom be obtained without rapme, en- 
slavement, knd bloodshed. 

Whenever a town is deprived of its chief, the in- 
habitants acknowledge no law-^anarchy, troubles, 
and confusion immediately prevail, and till a suc- 
cessor is appointed all labour is ^t an end. The 
stronger oppress the weak, and consummate every 
species of crime, without being amenable to any 
tribunal for their actions. Private property is no 
longer respected ; and thus, before a person arrives 
to curb its licentiousness, a toWn is nbt unfire^uently 
reduced from a* flourishing state of 'prospenty ana 
^f happiness to all the horrors of desolation. 

Sunday, April lUA.— This being Easter-day, wo 
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have devoted it exclusively to religious purposes. 
The messenger whom we sent to Baddgry for ;our 
hprse is not yet returned, although he promised to 
b^ back in four days from the time of his departure. 
He has exceeded the giv6n, time by a whole day, 
and as the man is a native of Baddgry, we have 
given up^l hopes of again seeing either him, or the 
horse, or the message-sword we lent him as a to- 
ken that he had been sent by us. Wehave received 
positive assurances that leave will be granted \is \o 
depart hence on Tuesday next ; but as we have one 
horse only, we shall be obliged to take it in turns to 
ride, or procure a hammock, which will be.a difl^cult 
thing to get, and very expensive. 
The oW queen-doM^ager, like Prior's thief, 

** Often takes leare^ but seems loatli to depart ;*» 

although her doom is inievitably sealed, she has been 
more cheerful to-day than yesterday, and seems de- 
termined ta spin out her thread of Ufe to its utmost 
limit. Spies are now set over her, and she is not 
permitted to go oui of the yard. 

Monday, April 12^.— Nothing deserving particular 
notice has occurred to-day. We have had the cus- 
tomary visit to our yard df a long line of women, 
who come every morning, with rueful countenances 
and streaming eyes, to lament the approaching death 
of the old widow. They weep, th^y beat their 
breasts and tear their hair, they moan, and exhibit 
all manner of violent affliction at the expected de- 
privation. Perhaps their sorrow is sincere, perhap^ 
It is feigned; At all events, their transports are un- 
govemed and outrageous ; the first woman in the 
line begiiis the cry, and is instantly followed by the 
other voices ; the opening notes of the lamentation 
are rather low and mournful,— the last wild and 

piercing. . ,j 

The principal people of the place, finding the old 

lady 8tul obstinately bent on deferring hex emit have 

Ik 8 
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sent a messenger to her native village to make 
(mown to h^r relatives that should she make her 
escape, they will take all of them into slavery, and 
bum their town to ashes, in conformity to an es- 
tablished and very andent law* They would there- 
fore strongly advise the relatives of the old woman* 
for their own sakes; and for the sake of the pubhc, 
to use all their endeavours to prevail upon her to 
meet her fate honourably and with fortitude. A depu- 
tation is expected from the village to-morrow, when, 
no doubt, after a good deal of crjing and condoling, 
and talking and persua^nff, the matter will eventu- 
ally be decided against the old lady. It is nnder<' 
stood that she has bribed a few of the most opuleni 
and influential inhabitants of Jenna with large si^s 
of money, to induce them to overlook her derelic- 
tion from the path of duty,, and that by their repre* 
sentations she has obtained the tacit consent ofthe^ 
King of Katunga to live out the full term of her 
natursd life. But the people for many miles round, 
horror*struck at such impiety and contempt for an-* 
cient customs, have risen to enforce the laws of the 
country against her» 
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CHAPTER m. 

Tonrado— Depttrtttre firom Jetmt— The Joonicqr into die latefior oon- 
tinaed tbrougb various Towns and VUUu;es— Ulness of the Trvrti' 
lert— Bohoo, the former Cental of Tarriba— Arrival at Katanga. 

c 

Tuesday, April I3th. — Last night we were visited 
by one of those terrific thunder-storms which are 
so prevalent in these latitudes. Our thatched hut 
afforded but an insecure and uncertain asylum 
against its fury ; part of the roof was swept away, 
and the tBin admitted freely upon our beds, whence 
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the most awful lightning-flashes cotild be seen, mak- 
ing, as Milton 8^s,^^the darkness visible." It 
seemed as if the uenius of the Storm was driying 
through the murky clouds in his chariot of fire, to 
awaken the slumbering. creation and make them 
feel and acknowledge Ms power. It 4s indeed a 
grand lesson to human pride, to contemplate the 
terrors of a tornado through the trembling walls and 
roof of a gloomy, dilapidated hut in Mrio^ In 
civilised countries, when men are visited by an 
awful calamity of this kind, the distinctions of rank 
are levelled, and numbers flock together for the pur- 
pose of kee{nng each other in countenance, and 
strengthening each other's nerves ; but here aU is 
mkeS^ lonely, and desolate. 

We passed the ni^t, as .may be sui^)osed, uncom- 
fortably enough. The roof of our dwelling had 
long been infested virith numbers of rats and mice, 
and these vermin, beinig^ dislodged from their haunts 

Sthe violence of the wind and rain, sought imme^to^ 
eltet between our bedclothes, and to this very se- 
rious inc9nvenience was added another still greater, 
viz. the company of lizards, ants, and mosquitoes, 
besides worms and centipedes, and other crawling, 
creeping, and noxious things, which the tempest 
seemed to renovate with fresh life and motion. 
After a long, long night, llie morning at length ap- 
peared, and the terrors of the storm were forgotten. 
Not long after sunrise two fresh legions of wo- 
men entered our yard to mourn with their old 
mistress, and the shrieks and lamentations of these 
visiters were inore violent than any of their prede- 
cessors. It made us shudder io hear them*^ Their 
eyes were red with weeping, their hands were 
clasped on the crown of the head, their hair was in 
frightfol disorder, and two channels of tears were 
jdsunly seen flowing down over the naked bosom of 
each of the women. In this manner they passed 
before the threshold of ouriiut, in two close lines^ 
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and in. this manner we observed them bend the knee 
to the venerable matron without uttering a word. 
They then rose and departed, and we could hear 
their cries long after they had been Out of sight. 

Matters were arranged for our departure in good 
time this morning, and after breakfast we went to 
pay our last respects to the good governor. Of 
course we were oUiged to wieiit a tiresome length 
of time out&(ide his residence before; admittance 
could be obtained ; but when the doors were opened, 
the band that was in attendance inside played a na- 
tive tune as a token of welcome. We observed a 
greater number of drummers'assembled than on any 
former occasion. Some of their instruments were 
something in the shape of a cone, and profusely or- 
namented with plates and figures of brass. On one 
of these were represented the busts of < two men, 
with a tortoise in the act of eating out of the mouth 
of one of them. The tortoise had a cock by its 
6ide, and two dogs standing as guardians of the 
Whoie. These figures were all ingeniously carved 
in solid brass. Both ends of the larger drums were 

Slaved on with the palms -of the hand ; hundreds of 
ttle brass bells were suspended round their edges 
for ornament rather than use, for being without 
dappers they could produce no sound. The com- 
tikon native drum is beaten on one of its ends only, 
. and with a stick shaped like a bow. 

After a little conversation, the cjiief and his prin- 
cipal people shook us affectionately by the hand, 
and wished us every blessing, and as soon as we got 
outside the yard we mounted our horses and rode 
out of the town. The chief of Larro had broken 
his promise, but we were fortunate enough to meet 
with and purchase another horse this morning, so 
that we.cared little. about it. Our pathway led 
through a champaign country, partially wooded, and 
after a pleasant ride of threq-quarters of an hour, 
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*we entered the small yill^ of Bidjie.* Here our 
carriers dropped their loads^ nor could they be iti- 
duced to resume them by the most pressing. solicita- 
tions. Nor would the* yiUagerSy as their duty re- 
ouired, take them up, but when we begged them to 
do SO9 laughed al us, so tiiat here we are compelled 
i» remain till to-mbrrow. This is very proyciking ; 
and such is the tiresome mode 01 travelling through 
this country. Na<^onsideration will induce any of 
the natives to shake <^ their habitual indolence; 
they would not do so, I aoi persuaded, for a voice 
from heaven. Pleasure and sloth are with them 
synonymous words, and they are* scarcely alive to 
any otner species- of gratification. In the mean time 
the chief, vi^o seems to be a very good sort of man, 
although he has Uttle authority over his people, has 
sent us «n excellent fatted goat, and being in health, 
andliavin)|r very encouraging prospects held out to 
us as to oui;ftiture progress, we are determined to 
forget our little troubles and vexations, and spend 
the evening as cheerfully as we can. 

Hawks and vultures are exceedingly numerous, 
both at Jenna and this place ; the former are bold 
and disgusting birds, but the latter are so hungry 
and rapacious, that they pou^ce fearlessly in the 
midst of the natives when at their meals. This 
evening one of them darted at a piece of meat 
which one of our men held between his fingers, and 
snatched it from him while he was conveying it to 
his mouth. 

Wednesday t Ajml Uth.-^Ai an early hopr this 
morning, to our infinite suiprise and pleasure, the 
man from Baddgry made his appearance with one of 
our horses and an English saddle. The latter was 
as acceptable to us as thehoifse; yesterday, for want 
of one, I had been obliged to substitute a simple 
cloth, and the back of the ahimal being sharp as* a 
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^xnife, it was no very pleasant thinr to ride bimV 
walking would have been the less iitson^e exercise 
of the two. Pascoe, whose sagacity and experience 
have proved of infinite value to us, has been lamed in 
his endeavours ,to walk.asfastas the rest of the party, 
and as he has also the misfortune of haying one leg 
shorter than the other, he became the genend butt 
and laughing-stock of his more robust companions. 
To-day, however, we placed him on the back of the 
extra horse, from whence he has retorted their re- 
vilings, and the whole of them are now envious of 
his dii^ty as they were before faeetious at his ex- 
pense. 

We set off from Bidjie while tlie morning was yet 
cool and {feasant, and arrived at Chow before eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon. The natives have an un- 
accountable fancy that white men are fond of poul- 
try to 2^ excess, insomuch that whenever we enter 
a village or town, all the fowls are immediately 
seized, and confined in. a place of security till our 
departure. 

Several strangers accompany us from town to 
town, in order to evade the duty which is exacted 
at the turnpike-gates, by stating themselves to be of 
the number of our attendants. Women have also 
placed themselves under the protection of our men 
from Cape Coast Castle, that they may eiyoy the 
like advantage ; in return for this favour t^ey do us 
many little kind ofiices, and are useful in making 
fires, prepariug food, &c. for our people. 

Our journey to-dav has been exceedingly pleasant 
Sometimes the path ran in a seipetitine direction 
through plains covered with green turf; sometimes 
it led us amid large groves of stately trees, from 
whose t^ranches a variety of playful monkeys di- 
verted us by their mischievous tricks ; and the gray 
parrot, with other beautiful birds, 

.<< WttUed tbdr natWe ffood noCM wild" 
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The chief of Chow who received and entertsdned 
the last mission has been dead some time, and is 
succeeded by an humble, good-natured, and active 
individual, who has' treated us more like demigods 
than men. At the time of Qur arrival, he was en- 
gaged in superintending the slayes at his corn and 
yam plantations, but hastened to us the moment he 
was informed of the circumstance^ He has a num- 
ber of horses, ^among whichr is one of the ^mallesl 
and most beautiful we have ever beheld. 

In the evening the chief visited us again, with a 
■present of provisions and a few goora-nuts.^ My 
brother took the opportunity of playing on a bilgle 
horn in his presence, by which he was violently a^- 
tated, under the supposition that the instnunent was 
nothing less than a snake. 

For the first time since our landing we have ob- 
eerved the-loom in active qpeyation. The manufac- 
ture of cotton cloth is carried on here exclusively 
by women. 

Thursday^ April \bth. — ^Th6 path to-day has wound 
through a country charmingly diversified by hill and 
dale, woods and open glades, and watered by streams 
flowing over beds of fine white sand. A norseman 
from Katunga met us about ten in the moming» 
whose dress t and accoutrements were highly gro- 
tesque. He neither stopped nor spoke, but couched 
Ms lance as he galloped past us. We found num- 
bers of people of both sexes in the path, who were 
returning from Egga to Chow, and several naked 
boys on their way to Ihe coast, under the care of 
guardians. These are slaves, and will be sold most 
likely at Baddgry. Women bore burdens on their 
heads that would tire a mule, and children not more 
than five or six years of ag6 trudged afterthem, with 
loads that would give a full*grown person in Euirope 
the brain fever. 

We departed from Chow before sunrise ^ a sur- 
prising dew bad fallen during the night, and distilled 
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firom the leaves and biranches:in large drops. Wer 
passed, ditog the forenoon, Dver three or four 
swampy {daces covered with reeds, rushes, and rank 
grass, which were inhabited by myriads of frogs of 
prodigious size. On crossing streams we w^re in- 
variably saluted by a loud and imaecountable hissings 
as if from a multitude .of serpents. We could not 
a(jppunt for tMs extraordinary noise in any other 
way than by siK>posing,it to have proceeded fron» 
some species or insect whose retreats we had in* 
vaded* 

With very tHflin^ memuat TiibdiBrr the path, which 
is little better than a mere gutter, formed by re- 
peated rains> mi^ht be converted into a good and 
<;ommodions road ;. and were a tree sin^ply thrown 
over them, the streams and morasses might be 
crossed with ease and safety^ But the natives ap- 
pear to have no idea whatever of such improve* 
ments ; aoid would rather be entangled daily in a 
thick und^wood, and wade through pools of mud 
and Water, than give themselves any concern about 
repairing the road. Trees not unfrequently fall 
across the. patliway, but instead of removing, the 
people form a large circiat round them; eveti a 
small ant-hili is an^ject too mi^ty to be meddled 
with, and it is left in the^ centre of the narrow road, 
80 inconsiderate ancl indecent are the natives of this 
part of the world. 

Many women with little wooden figures of chil- 
dren on their heads jpassed as in the course of the 
mominff, — mothers, who, having lost a child, carry 
such rude irnitations of them alxmt their persons for 
an indefinite time, as a symbol of moi^mmg. None 
of them could be induced to part with one of these 
little affectionate memorials. 

We entered Egga, which is a very large toWn, in 
the early part of the afternoon. On our arrival we 
were introduced into the house occupied by Captain 
ClspperUm in the last ftiissioni ^i the yard of which 
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tepose the remains of an Englishman named Paw- 
son,' who died here of fever when that officer was 
passing, through th^ country. Both hut and ^ard are 
filled with people, and are in a state of ^th ^diich 
defies description. We cannot rid purselyes of 
sheep, goat, and Yowls, with their train ; they wiU^ 
be our companions in spite of us, and this grievanicey 
with the tongues of a mu^dred yimters, makes our 
situation all but intolerable. 

Egga is the principal maiket*town in this part ot, 
Africa, and is attended by bqyers and seDers for 
many miles rbund^ Women here are the chief, if 
not the only, traders ; .most of them are of grapefol 
and prepossessing exterior, and mey all practise 
those petty tricks and artifices in their dealings with 
which the market-women of more civilized coun^ 
tries are not unacquainted. 

JPrutoy, AprU IBM* — ^Yesterday was comparatively 
cool, owing to the thick dark clouds which obscured 
the sky ; but on our setting out this, morning, as if 
to make amends for his partial concealment, the sun 
showed his broad burning face with • uncommon 
clearness, and the day was one of the hottest we 
ever remember td have felt. We found the path in 
much better condition than those behind it» and it 
lay sQmost entirely through plantations of yams^ 
csdavancesj and pumpkins, and three or foulr different 
varieties of com, which a number of labourers were 
employed in weeding^ &c. Hie hoe is the only im- 
plement of husbandry in use, and indeed they can 
well dispense with/ every bUier, because the fiioil 
during the rainy months is so soft and light that but 
very nttle manual exertion in working it is required. 
Population is abohdant,*-4abourera may be hired to 
any number^— and. in our opinion, the introduction 
of the plouf^ would scarcely be a blessing— but on 
the contrary furnish new encouragement to the be- 
setting sin of sloth. i 

Havmg crossed at noonasmalljtot agreeable river. 

Vol. I.— L 
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flowing from east to west, i9 which several fetnales 
were bathing, and washing clothes, we shortly after- 
ward enter^. the capacious aud populous town of 
Jadoo, Here we were informed that the chief had 
been in the grave more^ than a twelvemcmth, and that 
no one having yet been nominated to succeed him, 
every thing continued in astat^-of. confusion and 
misrule. We were conducted, after we had waited 
a little, into a large yard belonging to the late gov- 
ernor, and presently received a visit from his brothel^ 
in company with all . the elders of the plaee ; but 
their conversation was unpleasant, and their whole 
behavioiir much cooler ihan wais agreeable, the 
more so as such a reception had been entirely unex- 
pected. 

• The yard wherein we reside is perfectly round, 
and walled with . huts, all tfenanted by the late 
chief's widows, who employ their time and earn 
their livelihood by spinning .and weaving.. . Not 
less than a hundred of the King of Katunga's 
ladies are lodging in the yard wiUi them. They 
have all passed the bloom of life, and arrived 
here lately with loads of troria and coiintiy' cloth, 
which they barter for salt, and various articles of 
European mapufacture, particularly beads; with 
these they return home, and expose them for sale in 
the market, and afterward the profits are tsfken to 
theiV htisbands. These royal ladies are distinguished 
from their countr3rwomen only by a peculiar species 
of cloth, which is wrapped round their goods, and 
which no one dares to imitate, on pain of perpetual 
slavery. This severe punishnient is often inflicted ; 
for, as the king's wives pay no tribute or turnpike 
diies w|iatever, and must besides be entertained by 
the chiefs of every town through which they pass, 
strong inducements are of£nred for others to attempt 
to deceive by using the forbidden. ckHh, and hence 
examples are necessary. As a contrast to the 
afflicted females of Jenna,the wives of the King of 
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Katanga all fell to crying for joy this evenings on 
recognising a few old acquaihtancesin the yard,Virho 
soon joined them in the melancholy music. It was 
laughable enougH to- see them ; yet after the first 
burst had subsided, they began to chat with a gar- 
rulity far. beyond that Of the most talkative of their 
Europeain sisters. The conversation lasted more 
than an hour, till at last it resolved itself into a vio- 
lent quarrel, which.has not yet terminated. 

It iis now ten o'clock at night, and the women are 
Bitting in groups round the several wpod-fires. We 
ourselves occupy only a verandah, which is simply 
the projection of the roof of a thatched hut ; our 
horses are fastened to woodeii stakes in the centre 
of the yard ; our men are l3ring round them, warm- 
ing themselves at their own fires. Sheep, beautiful 
sheep, with tinkling bcjlls hung round their necks, 
are chewing their cud in peace and happiness. - But 
although it is the hour of repose, the tongues of our 
female fellow-travellers are making a clatter which 
all the . Graces of Billingsgate could not rival, and 
together with the squalling of brats innumerable, it 
spoils thii emotions which the wild and pleasing 
scene around us would otherwise awaken in our 
breasts; Sheep here are regarded with 2^ much par- 
tiality, and treated much in the same manner as 
ladies* lapdogs are in England. Great care is taken 
to keep them clean and in good condition ; they are 
washed every morning in soap and water ; and so 
greatly are they attached to their masters or mis- 
tresses^ that they are constantly at their heel9> fol- 
lowing them in-doors and. out, from town to town, 
and in all their peregrinations. Goats, sheep, swine, 
and poultry are in great plenty here, and in every 
one's possession, notwithstancfing which they are 
always excessively deer, because the people take a 
pride in displaying the number and quality of their 
domestic animals. 

The inhabitante of Jailoo are, generally speaking, 
very tidily clad in cotton dresses of their own rnanu- 
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ihctture. In their persons they are mueh mors 
agreeable than those who reside nearer the sea. 
European goods are ))rought hither from Baholney 
and Badign^, but more especially from. Lagos ; arul 
are daily exposed for sale in the markets of Jadoo 
and Egga. Sereral chiefs on the road have asked, 
US tiie reason why the Poitnguese do not purchase 
as mapy slaves as formerl]^ ; and make very sad 
complaints of the stagnation in this branph of traffic. 
Hippopotami abound' m the rivers in the vicinihr of 
Che town; when young the flesh and skin of these 
animals are sold as food^ and whips and other arti* 
cles are made of the skins of the old ones. ; 

Saturday, April Vlih. — ^At the usual hoinr this 
morning we quitted Jadotp, and in the middle of the 
day amved at a clean, pretty little village called 
Pooya, The appearance of the country between 
these places is extremely hoB, and resembles a mag* 
nificent orchard. On our way we met many hun* 
dreds of people of both sexes and all ages,.with vast 
qnantitie^ or bullocks, sheep, and goats, together 
with fowls and pigeons, which were carried on the 
head in neat wicker baskets. Several of the trav^* 
ellers were loaded with packages of countnr clo^, 
and indigo in large rouna balls. They are all slaves, 
aiid were {nroeee^ng to the coast, from the interior, 
to sell th^ goods and animals under their charge. 
One old woman had the misfortune to let a large 
calabash of palm-oil fall from her head ; on arriving 
at the spot we found a party of females, her com- 
panions in slavery, wringing their hands andcr3rin^; 
the old woman's own affliction was bitter indeed,. Sii 
she dreaded the punishment which awaited her on her 
return to her master*s house* I compassionated her 
distress, and gave h^r a large clasp-knife, which 
would more tWi recompense her for the loss of the 
oil, whereat the women wiped away their tears, and 
fell doWn on the dust before u^^ exhibiting counte- 
nances more gladsome and animated than can be 
conceived. 



The roortalitv of 'children muat be immense in- 
deed here, for almost every woman we met with on 
the road had one or more of those httle woode^ 
images W€| have before spoken of. Whenever the 
mothers stopped to take refreshment, a small part 
vf their food was invariably presented to the lips of 
these inanimate memorials. 

Although Poojra is considered by the natives a 
day's journey from Jadpo, we only halted to pay 
our respects to the chief, and tl^en continued our 
journey over gentle hills, and through vaUeys watered 
by streams and rivulets, so as to reach Engua in the 
afternoon. The soil between the two towns is 
mostly dry and steril ; and large masses of iron- 
stone, whicli looked as if they had undergone the 
action of fire, presented themselves almost at every 
step. This day l^as been oppressively warm^ and 
as we had been exposed to the. siin for a great num- 
ber of hqurs, when we reached Engua our skin was 
scorched and highly inflamed, so that we were very 
uncomfortable. For my own part I was sore, tired, 
and fevefi^, and longed to lay myself down in a 
hut; but we were obUged to remain under a tr^e 
above tliree hours before we could be favoured with 
that opportunity, because the chief of^ the town was 
eng^d in making a fetish to counteract any evil in- 
tentions that we might entertain towards him. All 
our people were fatigued and exhausted bn th^road, 
complaining tnfich of the heat, and one of them was 
brought to us in the evening in a high fever. Engua 
is the town wherein the lamented Captiin Pearce 
breathed his last ; and here also Captain Clapperton 
felt quite disheartened, artd almost despaired of pene- 
trating farther into the interior of the coutttn''. The 
chief sent us pnly a little Indian.com and water, 
and obstinately refused "to sell us either a goat, 
sheep, or any other animal, although there are many 
thousands in the town. 

Sunday^ April 18^JI.— Our reception had been so 
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truly iohoflpitalde at Engua, that we arose at a much 
earher hour this morning than we generally do, and 
proceeded on oinr wa3rby starlight. In place of the 
ir0n*8tone of yesterday, the country OTer which we 
have ii^Telled to-day^ is partially covered with large 
and unshapely masses of gramte. Mountains and 
elevated hills Fere observed to the right pf us, 
whose sides were thickly woodedii and their sum- 
mits reaching above the clouds; At 9 A. M« we 
passed throuffh a neat and cleanly tillage, iiamed 
Chakka^ which has lately lost its cmef $ and an hour 
afterwwrd crossed a small river called Ajbeny, whicii 
is full of sharp dnd rugged granite rocks, and is said 
to fall into the Lagos. Vfi^ were carried over on 
men's shoulders without much diffik^ulty, but the 
horses were a long time in getting aoross. From 
hence the path wound iq> a high and steep hill, 
wMch we ascended, and entered Qie' town otAjfoorA 
about midday. The. governor gave us a hearty 
welcome, and said it made him extremely happy to 
see us, which the joy and- animation of nis counter 
nance also expressed. The best hut in the town^ 
which is the most airy and commodious of any we 
Iriid seen, was presently got ready for us, and shortly 
after we had taken possession ^ it we received a 
quantity of excellent provii^ions from the chief. 

This is the first day of his government His 
father, the Mtte chief, has beeti dead some time, but 
from motives of delicacy he. refused to take upon 
himself his authority till this morning. Iiihoiiour 
of the event a large company of women have been 
daiicing,. rejoicing, and making merry aU the evening 
outside our hut It is somewhat strange that the 
chief or governor of almost every town thfoiu^h 
which we nave passed since leaving Badigry^ who 
was alive and well on my return to the coast three 
years ago, has been ettbsr slajn m war, or has died 
from natural causes. Scarcely one of tl»m is now 
alive. 
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M&nday^ Aprd WIw-^An easy pleasant ride of 
three hours broujo>fat us to the first walled town we 
have seen, which 'is called Assindrd* The wall is 
of olay, and so diminutive that a person might easily 
jump over it; a dry ditch, abcmt eighteen inches 
deep and three or fouir feet in width, ^so surrounds 
the toivn. * Oyer this asinffieplai^ is thrown^ which 
answers the purpose of a £awbridge, and is the only 
means the iimabitants have of getting in and out of 
the place. Assinira too has lately lost its chief in 
some battle, and all business is transacted by iat 
benevol^it elderly man, who has volunteered his 
services till a Buccessor shall.be appointed. From 
him we hav6 received the warmest reception and the 
most hospitable treatment . The climate has already 
had a dellMlitatmg effect npon my brother, and from 
m state of robust health and vigour, he id reduced to 
so great a degree of lassitude and weaknessthat he 
can scarcely stand a minute at a time« Every 
former pleasure seems to have lost its charm. He 
was attacked with fever this afternoon, and his conr 
dition would have been hopeless indeed had I not 
been near to rel\eve him. He com^dained Of exces- 
sive thirst. I gave him ten grains of calomel, and 
afterward a strong dose of salts. - Rain, thunder, and 
lightning during the lught. 

Tuesday f Apnl 20M. — ^My brother was much better, 
and free nrom fever this morning, but 4oo weak^ to 
travel, and we shall therefore remain at Assinara tiU 
tomorrow. The acting^ governor visited us to-day 
with a long face, and' entreated us earnestly to (lis- 
cover a certain wizard, whom he imagined to be 
concealed somewhere in the town. By this sor* 
cerer*8 influeUiBe numbers of people, it is said, pine 
away and die ; and women with child are more es- 
pecially the objects of his ndalevolence. These vic- 
tims drop suddenly, without the slightest warning; 
and the aea^ have lately been so numerous that 
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the old man hin^^elf ia grievously alarmed, and begs 
a charm to preserve him and his family. 

iWdfiy, April 23<i.-r:My ' brother finding himself 
considerably invigorated and r^flreshed by a day's 
rest iat Assinara, an(J sufficiently recovered to pursue 
our journey, I had all hand^ in readiness to start at 
an early hour. The morning was cool and pleasant, 
ajad we travelled oiiward in exci^Ucnt spirits. "With- 
out meetiilg any thing particular in the path, or per- 
ceiving any object sufficiently novel or striking to 
demai^ attentien, we entered the town of Accodoo 
in the forenoon, having .^ad an agrees^le ride of a 
fe^ hours' duration only. At this tjme my brother 
seemed to be free from aoy kind of complaint what- 
ever, and enjoyed an unusual cheerfulness ' and 
btioyancy ef spirits., which led kne to. form the moat 
flattering anticipations- In the course of a few 
minutes, however, his body was overspread with a 
burning heat, and he sneered .under another attack 
of fever, more violent than any of the former. I 
resorted ^o the most powerful remedies I could think 
of .at the time, I bled him, and applied a strong 
blister to the region of. the storhach, where the dis- 
order seemed to be seated. It was swollen and op- 
pressed with pain, and he felt, as if some huge sub- 
stance lay upon his chest. . His mouth being dry 
and clogged, and his thiist burning and unquenchable, 
he drank so much water that his body was greatly 
siwoUen. In the evening his ideas were confused, 
and he became delirious. He afterward described 
to me; the horrible phantoms that disturbed him 
while in this state V and the delicious emotion that 
ran througl?i his. whole frame when the dreadful 
visions had passed aw^y. Tears gushed from his 
eyes; a profuse perspiration, which had been so 
long checked, gave hini immediate relief, -tod he has 
fince continued sto improve. . ^ 

"While my^ brother was so ill, the natives made a 
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n^ost ludeouQ nmse by singing and drtsnminff in the 
celebration of their fetish, f went out in the hope 
of inducing thenn to be qtuety but they only laughed 
at him and annoved us the nipre ; for they have no 
compassion for the sufferings x>f a white man, and if 
they can mor^ him by any jneans, they consider it 
a praiseworthy deed. Yesterday was one of the 
hottest days we haye yet ielt, tne thermometer at 
noon being 99^ of Fahrenheit. 

8dturddy^ April Hith* — ^A hammock was piiepared 
for my brother before daybreak this mornings be- 
cause he was too weak to ride on horseback; and 
shortly afterward we Quitted the town of Accodoo 
in, much better spirits than circumstances hed led 
us to hope for« The hammock^men found their 
burden rather troublesome ; nevertheless, we travr 
eUed at a pretty quick pace, an(| between eight and 
nine o'clock halted at a pleasant and comfortable 
TiUaffe called J^teijfy. Tlie chief sent us a fowl and 
four hunted cowries ; but we stopped only to take 
a slight refreshment on horseback and pay, our 
respects. We then proceeded through large planta- 
tions of cotton, indigo^ Indian corn, and yams, and 
otiiel* steny fields^ till between ten and eleven, when 
we entered the town of Chowhou. We were almost 
immediately introduced to. the chief* and from him 
into a minoBs hut, in a'-more filthy state than can 
be imagine^l. No pigsty was ever half so bad. Ks 
late dccnjpier had incurred the displeasure and hatred 
of his chief because he happened to be very rich, 
and, rather than pay a heavy fine, he ran away 
and has joined his former enemies; and this may 
partly account for the destitution and wretchedness 
around us. 

Since leaving Jenna, we liave met an incredible 
number of persons visited with the loss of one eye. 
They asdgn no other reason for their misfortune 
than the heat and g^are of the sun's ravs. 

Smday^ Aprt/ 25M.— It rained heavily daring the 
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whole of last tiiglit; but our hut, although of the 
very worst description, had 9, pretty good thatched 
roof, and sheltered ns much better than we had ex- 
pected. There are periods and seasons in our life- 
time in which we feel- a happy complacency of tem- 
per and an ifiward satisfaction, cheerfldness, and joy, 
for which we cannot very well ^account, but which 
constrain u« to be at peace with ourselves . and our 
neighbours, and in love with all the works of God. 
In this truly enviable frame of mind I awoke this 
moraing to proceed onward on horseback : !t was a 
morning which was fairly entitled to the epithet of 
" i^cehse-breathing ;" for the variety of sweet-smell- 
inf perfume which exhaled after the rain from 
forest flowers and flowering shrubs was delicious 
and almost overpowertnga The scfenery of to-day 
has been more interesting and lovely than any we 
have heretofore beheld. The path circled round a 
magnificent cultivated valley, |iemmed in almost on 
every side with mountains of granite of the most 
grotesque and irregular shapes, the summits of 
v^hich i^re covered with stunted trees, and the hol- 
lows in their slopes occupied by clusters of huts, 
whose inmates havered thither as a place, of security 
against the ravages of the war^m^n that infi^st the 
plains, A number of strange biMs resort to this 
valley, mai\y of whpse notes were rich, fuD, and 
melodious, while others were harsh and. disagree- 
able ; but, generally speaking, the plumage was vari- 
ous, splenfid, and beautiful. ' The modest partridge 
appeared' in company with the. magnificent Balearic 
crane, with his regal crest ; and delicate humming- 
birds hopped from twig to twig with others of an 
unknown species ; some of them were of a dark 
shining green; some, had red silky wih^ and purple 
bodies 5 som^ were variegated with stripes of crim- 
son and gold; and these chirped and warbled from 
among tl^ tluek fohage of the trees. It is the con- 
templation of such beautiful objects as these, aU so 
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playful and so happy — or the mpre sublime ones of 
dam waving forests, plains of vast extent, or stupen- 
dous mountains — that gives the mind the most senr 
sible emotions of delight and grandeur, lea^g it in- 
sensibly 

",To look firomnatorovp to nature's God" > 

For myself I am passionately fond of them,^ and 
have regret^ a thousand times over that my igno- 
rance .incapacitates me from giving a proper repre^ 
sentation of them, or describing the simi)(est flower 
that adorns the plains,- or the smallest insect that 
sparkles in the air. This qoiisideration gives me at 
times many unhappy reflections, although my de^ 
fective education arose ^from circumstances over 
which my boyhood hid no control. 

Havinjg passed through th^ immense valley before 
mentioned, we had not travelled far before we 
a^prived and halted at a large village, called FtM^t^u; 
here we rested awhile, and then continuing our jour- 
ney for two > hours oyer even ground between high 
hills, we rode into the town of GwendeHh in which we 
purpose passing the night. The chief is either very 
poor or else very ill-natured, for the only thing he 
sent us was a little boiled yam, with a, mess of un- 
palatable gravy, which he wbuld not have given if 
he did not expect ten times • its value in return. 
Divine service was performed in the course of the 
day, as usual, and this is a duty which to persons in 
our situation is inconceivably pleasant. It renders 
us hapi)y and resigned. in the midst of pur afflictions, 
refreshing oyr confidence in the .all-protecting arm 
of that beneficent Being who is the author and dis- 
poser of our destinies, and in whom alotie, thus 
widely separated from home and kindred «id civiliza- 
tion, the wanderer can place his trust. 

M<rnday, April SiQth.-^A thick mist obsCured, the 
horizon this morning, and hid in deep shade the- 
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mocmtaiiiB and hOlift ( erery object Indeed was lATiei- 
ble, except the pathway, and the treeiB, &c growing 
on each side^ which we could 1>arely distingineh as 
we passed along. It continued hazy for two hours 
after leaving Gwendekki, when the mist dispersed, 
and the atmosphere became dear. Preparatory to 
ascending a steep granite hiO, we halted to refresh 
our horses under the branches of a high spreadinc 
tree, near a town called £cd. Here we ware visited 
by several of the inha^tants, who, as soon as they 
were informed of our arrival, came ilocldng to the 
spot They formed themselves into a line to pay 
their respects, and entreated us to Wait a little wf 
the comuig of their chief, who was momentarily ex-> 
pected. But, after stayinff as long as we cmive* 
niently could, and no chief appearing^ we mounted 
our beasts and he^pn the toilsome ascent* On at* 
taining,^ suhimit of the hill, the cot^ i^mH was 
magnificent indeed* and the fog having be^ di^ 
peraed by the sun, the eye was enabled to range 
round an extensive horizon, bounded by hiBs and 
mountuns of wonderM shs^s, Some of them 
bear a very striking resemblance to the Table Moun- 
tain at the Cape of Good Hope, and another m not 
unlike the ^ Lion^s Head and Rumjf of the same 
idaee. Our course was north-east, and those two 
mountains hore due west of us. There was no eon- 
iinued range of hills, but numbers of single uncon- 
nected ones, with extensive valleys between them. 
In some places several were poled behind each other ; 
and those most distant from us appeared like dark 
indistinct clouds. Nothing could rarpass the singu- 
larity, perhaps I may say me sublimity, of iStm whole 
Tiew from the top^ of the granite hill which we had 
ascended; and we contemplated it in silmce for a few 
seconds with emotions oi astonishment uid rapture* 
Descending the hill, we continued our journey 
over a noble i^ain, watered with springs and rivi^ts ; 
and in the nftenoon entered Disf^', wfich is a 
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extensive and populous to^wn. The inhabitants 
appear to be industrious and very opulent, as far as 
regards the number and variety of their domestic 
animals, having abundance of sheep, goats, swine, 
pigeons, and poultry ; among the latter of whkh we 
observed, for the first time, turkeys and Guinea fow^. 
They have likewise horses and bullocks. TTie chief 
did not make his 2q[)pearance for a long while ; but 
as soon as he had introduce^ himself, he desired us 
to follow him. into a cleanly-sw^pt square, a house in 
which he desired us to occupy. Presently after his 
departure, he sent us a quantity of yams, a basket 
Qf ripe bananas, and a calabash of eggs, which vre 
soon discpvered to be good for nothmg, sdthoogh 
sand had been mixed with them, that they might 
feel heavier than they really weite. 

Tuesday f April 27th. — Ify brother is now, thank 
God, I perfectly recovered from his late attack of 
fever, and feels himself getting stronger every day. 
liate last night four Burgoo traders paid us a visit 
at our house; they informed us of their having 
crossed the Niger at Inguazhilligee^ not more Ihan 
fourteen days ago *, and that altm>ugh the rains, had 
commenced., the river had as yet received no great 
addition to its waters. 

We were on horseback early this morning, and 
at six o'clock) preceded by the carriers of our lug- 
gage, we rode ov^t of th^ town of DQfo. The coun- 
try seemed' inferior indeed as to th6 l^oldness and 
beauty of its scenery to that traversed yesterday ; 
but still it possesses features of no common interest. 
Another "Table Mountain" was observed to tjie 
left of our path in the course of- the morning, and 
another "Lion's Head and Rump." Ponderous 
n^asses of granite rock overhang the roadway; 
these were almost black, and seem to have been 
washed by the rains of thousands of years ; in many 

* The dl is inononncedUk^tlie letters In ^'wortoncfr; Tlitlftit 
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of ifaem were deep and gloomy cavenu, wliicfa, 
were they in Cornwall instead of Africa, would, I 
am ^ore, be pointed out as the scenes of dark and 
bloody stories of the elder time. Hundreds of the 
natives followed us a long while, and annoyed us so 
much by their noises a^ curiosity, that we were 
compelled to resort to violent measures to drive 
them away; but this is a line Of conduct which we 
rarely adopt ^wards them, and never without ex*^ 
treme reluctance. We at length frightened them 
away, and we saw them no more. About ei^t 
miles from DQfo, we arrived at a large stragglmg 
Tillage, called Elekbth where we halted a little, as 
the path h^ been so stony, mgged,*and irregular 
that a few minutes' rest, was a^Uitely necessary 
to recndt ourselves* From thi^ place the road be- 
came excellent, not at gU inferior to a drive round 
a gentleman's park in England; and continued to be 
good till we came in sight of a capacious walled town 
called Chaadoo, which we entered idx)Ut midday. 
Outside the walls is a httle Falatah village, the huts 
of which are constructed in the circular or coozie 
form. Its inhabitants employ themselves solely in 
the breeding of cattle-^an occupation to which the^ 
are passionately addicted. They are simile in theur 
manners, and extremely neat in their dress and ap* 
pearance. 

Not long after bur arrival, three or four young 
Falatah shepherdesses from the viUage came to our 
hut to p^y their respficts. We felt much pleased 
with their society, for they were extremely well- 
behaved and intelligent ; but they remained with us 
a very little time, their customary avocaition not 
permitting a longer stay. The hafr of these females 
was braided in a style peculiarly tasteful smd becom- 
ing; and the contour of their oval faces was very 
far from disagreeable. Their maimeis also were 
innocent and playful; the imaginary shepherdesses 
of Fenton are not more modest, artless, am engaging^ 
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In ^lescription, than these in reality ; and thej left 
behind them an impression very favourable both 
as regards &eir morals, nmveUf and rustic sim- 
plicity. ■ . / ' ' 

On the road from DQfo, my brother unthinkingly 
fired at and shot a crane, which fell in an a,djoimng 
field. The report of his gun brought but a number 
of natives from. the "bush,'* who,^ing in continual 
dread of an attack from the " war-men of the p^th,** 
imagined it to be a signal of one of these marauders* 
They were^all armed, like their countrYtnen, with > 
bows and arrows; and with a threatening, aspect, 
would have lodged a few shafts in the person of my 
brother, if it had not been for the timely interference 
of pne of our Jenna messengiers that fortunately 
happned to be with him at the time, and who gave^ 
an immediate and satisfactory explanation. The 
head of the party then sought for and picked up the 
hirdi but my brother took it from him, after he had 
rewarded him hberally for his trouble. The man^ 
however, was neither satisfied nor pleased, but 
roughly demanded the bird as his own, because it 
had fallen on his land. As there are no game lawa 
here, my brother would not admit his claim, and 
was going a^ay, when the fellow begged with much , 
importunity that the head and legs of the animal at 
least might be given him, to make a fetish of. Thia 
was likewise objected to, at which . he was out of 
all patience, and went o^ foaming with passion. In 
the evening, the crane was. dressed for supper, .and' 
a similar request was made by a eunuch from Ka- 
tunga, who being a good-natured fellow, we readily 
complied with his wish, , The chief of Chaadoot 
however, presently sent a messenger to request 
the said precious head and l^gs ; and to him they 
were finally comiiiitted by the disappointed eunuch^ 
who could hardly forbear weeping on the occasion : 
these relics are extremely V2du23>le as a charm. 
The chief sent us a goiiXj a quantity of bananas. 
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a dish of pounded^or rather miashed yam with gravy^ 
and a large basket of caff as. These are a kind of 
pudding, made kito little round balls, from bruised 
Indian com, which is first boiled to the consistence 
of thick paste. • From being made entirely of coarse 
flour and water, they have an insipid taste when 
new, but when kept for a day or two, they become 
sour, an^ jn this state are eaten by the natives. 
There are several deep wells in the town, but most 
of them are dried up, so that water is exceedingly 
scarce, and it is sold in the mak'ket-place to the in- 
habitants.— 'We are daily accosted on the road with 
such salutations as these: ^'I hope you go well on 
the path;" "; Success to the king'^s work ;" "God 
bless youi white men;" "A blessing on your re*, 
turn," &c. 

Wednesday, April ^Sth. — ^We haye remained at 
Chaadoo, to-day, to give the carrieris with the lug- 
gage time to come up with us, bec^us^ they have 
been unavoidably detained by the roughness and 
unevennesd of the road from Pafo to Elekba. The 
Katunga eunuch we alluded to yesterday was 
recetitly sent by the king of that place to receive 
the customary tribute of the. governors of the 
various towns on the road between Katunga and 
.Tenna. This man is treated with, much respect 
both by the governor of Chaadoo and his people, 
who prostrate themselves to the eunuch before ad- 
dressing him. . 

B^ing i;i want of money we . sent needles this 
morning to the market to sell. It is a custom in 
Yarriba, that after a buyer has agreed to pa;^ a certain 
sum for.an article, he retracts ids expressions, and 
affirms that he only promised to give about half the 
sum demanded. This has occasioned violent alter- 
cations betwe'en our people and the natives ; but it 
is an established custom, from which there is no 
appeal. The governor's mot^ier was buried this 
ailemoon at a neigUx)urmg village, and the funeral 
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was attended by all his wives or woinen» as mounjiers.^ 
They were dressed in their holyday attire ; and 
looked tolerably smart./ Th6 mourners exhibited no 
signs of grief whatever ; on the contrarvj they were 
as lively as a lyedding party. Attended by a drum- 
mer, may passed through our yard four hours ago* 
on their return to the g^ovemor^s house, which is 
only a few steps from ours, mid there they have 
been singing, and dancing to the noise of the dmin 
ever since. 

Tl^e inhabitants of the town have immense qoafi- 
tities of sheep, goats, pigs, apd poultry, but builoek» 
are in the possession of Falatahs alone. We do^ 
not believe the natives have a single animal of this^ 
description. Like many other places, the market 
is not held here till jthe heat aiid toil of the day are 
over ; and buyers seldom resort to it till eight o'clock, 
in the evening* 

Thursday, April 29thd — 1% commenced raining tins' 
morning at a very early hour, and continued with un- 
common violence till between ten and eleven 
o'clock, when it suddenly ceased, and we quitted 
Ohaadoo. Before this, however, the credulous gov- 
ernpr, who in common with his people imaguies 
^at white men influence the elements, paid us a 
visit, with a calabash of honey as a present, to thank 
us, he said, for the rain ^hat had fallen, of whicli 
the country is greatly in want, and invoked bless- 
ings on us. The kindness of this good old man is 
remarkable. Hov never seemed weary of obliging^ 
us, regretted his inability to do more, and solicited 
us very pressingly to remain with him another dayv 

We traversed a mountainous country, intersected 
with streams of excellent water; aikl at noon en- 
tered a small but pleasant and picturesque Village^ 
which is ornamented with noble, shady trees. Here 
we waited a very short time, but continuing our 
route, arrived towards evening at a capacious walled 
town called Roto^ wherein wo shall pass the nijgbi^. 
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In raanyi^aces the wall, if it be deserting the name, 
is no more tiian twelve or fourteen inclies from^the 
grom^, ai^ the moat is of similar dimensions* The 
3rard to which we were conducted shortly after our 
arrival is wiUiin three or four others ; and so inM- 
cate are the passages leading to it, that after a 
stranger gets m, he would be sadly puzzled to find 
Ids way out again without a guide. Nevertheless 
this was no security against interruption, for the 
yard was speedily invaded by five or six hundred 
mdividilds, who had been induced to visit us from 
cm'iosity. As usual, they annoyed us lor a long 
time to the best of their ability, till they completely 
wearied us out by their importuniW and forward- 
ness. We then hung sheets round the doorway 
of our dwelling, and laid down on our mats; and 
then only they began to disperse, and left us at our 
ease. 

The governor of the town is a morose, surly; and 
ill-natured man. He sent us only a few bananas 
this evening, and a calabash of eggs, which were all 
stale and unfit to be eaten, so that our people were 
obliged to go supperless to bed. He ascribed the 
badness of his fare to extreme poverty; yet his 
vanity exacted from our Jenna messengers tne most 
abject method of salutation we are acquainted with. 
These men walked backwards from him several 
yards, to throw dirf on their heads, and with the 
diist and filth stiU clinging to their hair, they were 
compelled to adchess the chief with their faces to 
the ground. Our apartment unfortunately commu- 
nicates with his, and the restless tongues of his 
numerous wives prevented either my brother or 
self frpm closing our eyes long after sunset. In the 
centre of our ysid grows a. tree, rOund which several 
staves are driven into the ground. This tree is^ a 
fetish-tree, and these staves also fetish^ and there- 
fore we received a istrong injunction not to tie our 
horses to either of th^m. Calabariiesi comaioB 
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articles of earthenware, and even feathers, egg- 
shells, and the bones of animals — ^indeed, any kind 
t>f inanimate substance, is made fetish by the credu- 
lous, stupid natives; and like the horse-^shoe which 
is still nailed io the doors of the more superstitious 
of the peasantry in England, these fetishes are sup- 
posed id preserve them from ghosts and evil spirits. 
It is sacrilege to touch them, and to ridicule them 
would be dangerous. 

Friday, Aj^ 30th. — ^It was between ^veri and 
eight o'clock before Carriers could be procured this 
morning, and every thkig got in readmess for our 
departure; the sun was excessively ho|;, abd the 
sky brilliantly clear. We crossed two or three 
rivulets of cool, delicious water, as we had done 
yesterday; and then passed through an insifipiifi- 
cant village, whose chief sent us a calabash ^of 
bruised com, mixed with water, to drink. At noon, 
we arrived at the foot of a very elevated hill, and 
perceived a town perched on its summit, alnd knew 
it to be the same to which we had been directed* 
We dismounted, and after a l£d>orious ascent, which 
occupied us three-quarters of an hour, at length 
reached the top. Stones and blocks of granite in- 
terrupted the path, so that it was a. very difficult 
matter to force the horses along before us; they 
fell repeatedly, but without materidly injuring them- 
selves. ' ; > 

The name of the town is Chekki, Our arrival, 
was rather unexpected, and, therefore, the governor 
was not prepared to receive us; and we sat down 
under a tree, till we were tired of waiting. At 
length a man came to, conduct us to his residence, 
which was but ahttle way from our tree, when a 
tumultuous rush was made by the inhabitants to 
precede us into the yard ; and notwithstanding the 
presence of their chief, they surrounded our party, 
so closely as to prevent a particle of fresh air from 
reaching us* The governor received us with blunt- 
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ness, but not unkindly, thougli without much de- 
monstration of good-wiU. While in his yard he re* 
galed us with water, and afterward sent a large 
calabash of foorah sweetened with honey to our 
lodgings, which did not taste unlike thick gru^ or 
hurgoon as it is termed in Scotland. It is made of a 
com called goorah, is very palatable, and is in general 
use with the natives of these parts. A quantity of 
bananas from the Chief soon followed the foorahr 
and something more substantiied than either has 
been promised us. 

We liave observed that it is a general practice 
here, as well as in every other town through which 
we have passed, for children until tiie age of seven 
years to go naked, with perhaps a string of cowries 
tied round the loins, and clum^^y bracelets, either of 
brass or tin, Enclosing the wrist Grown-up people, 
however, dress somewhat neatly, if not gracefuUy : 
the men wear a capj tobe, and trousers, mostly 
Uue, and the women wear a large loo^e cotton clothe 
which is thrown over the left shoulder, and comes 
down mantling below the knee: the right arm and 
feet alone are bare. 

People of iboth sexes hereabouts are infinitely 
more grave and serious in their manners than those 
^nearer the coast, 9^ • ^ I 

*^ Ttie load Uogta tbM i{peaki ttie vaeMI tOm^^ 

we have not heard Ihese m^liy days. 

Saturday', May IsUi-An the «ool of the Itfoming^ 
we quitted </hekki, and rode on j)^asant]y, till at 
the end of four hours we arrived ^at Coosoo, a large 
and important town. A Falatah hamlet stands near 
it, whose inhabitants subsist by foUpwihg pastoral 
occupations sdone. They are much esiteemed by 
the Yarribeans, who behave to them without sus- 
picion or reserve. 

A man stole a sword from our people a few min- 
utes after our arrival; he was pursued ta the chief, 
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und asserted that, he had found it, as he laid the. 
weapon at his feet. The sword has been restored 
to us by the governor, but without the sUghtest 
allusion being made to the means by which he 
had obtsdnedit. 

. A company or gtfflie of merchants from Hano are 
at present in the town, wjio hare come thus far on 
their way to Gonjay which is the Selga of Cape 
Coast Castle and Accra. Their merchandise consists 
chiefly of elephants' tee^, trona, rock salt, and 
country cloths. This, we are told, is a new route, 
the road formerly taken being considered unsafe; on 
account ofprivate broils and disturbances among the 
natives. The gcffiie consists of more than four 
hundred men, but a company of merchants that 
passed through this town ten days ago amounted to 
twice that number. Other merchants are also here, 
and win leave th^ town to-morrow on their way to 
Ydoorie^ whither they are destined. 

The palm'-tree becomes scarce in proportion as 
we advance into the country, and consequently the 
oil is obtained hereabouts only in very small quan- 
tities. But Nature, ever bountiful, supplies its place 
with the mi-cadanioy or butter-tree, i^hich yields 
abundance of a kind of vegetable marrow, pleasant 
to the taste, and highly esteemed by the natives. 
It is Used for lights and other domestic purposes. 
The tree from which it is obtained is not much 
unlike our oak in appearance, and the nut it pro- 
duces is enveloped in an agreeable pulpy substance. 
The kernel of this nut is about the size of our 
chestnut. It is exposed in the sun to dry^ after 
which it is pounded very fine and boiled in water : 
the oily particles it contains soon float on the smw 
face; when cool, they are skimmed off, and then 
made into Uttle cakes for use, without any further 
preparation. 

Two individuals appeared before the chief to-day 
in consequence of an accusation of theft that lasi 
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been made against them. The method adopted of . 
proving the guilt or innocence of the parties was by 
compelling them to swallow the " fetish-water." 

In the evening we receivied a fat goat, a basket 
of caffas^ a calabash of bananas, a vast quantity of 
yams, mid a bowl of milk from the governor. He 
is a sober, kind, and benevolent old man, and gene- 
rally beloved by his people. To us he is particu- 
larly attentive and obliging. He. has informed us 
that the comnjoh path to Katunga is unsafe, in con- 
sequence of a serious quarrel between the inhabit- 
ants pf Coosoo and those of a neighbouring town. 
"Therefore,'* said he, "I entreat you to remain 
here with me to-morrow, in order that I may make 
arrangements to send you by a different road.'* 
This intelligence was not very agreeable to us, but 
we are convinced of its importance, and shall there- 
fore thankfully accept the chiefs offer. 

The market, which is held this evening, in the 
town, has an imposing and brilliant appearance, 
from the immense number of lamps used by the 
tradespeople. 

Our visiters, who continued with us till late in 
the evening, w;ere innumerable, and the noise of the 
women's tongues was as loud and disagreeable as 
ever. For sortie time nothing could quiet them; 
thi-eats and entreaties were disregarded or laughed 
at, till at last we were compelled to resort to the 
childish expedient of spirting water in their faces 
from a large syringe. On seeing and feeling the 
effects of this fearful instrument, they became 
alarmed, and ran away. 

Sunday^ Mmf 2d. — The Weather last evening was 
serene and- beautiful, but in the night we wejre 
visited by a tornado"; the lightning gleamed in long 
and vivid flashes ; the thunder echoed among the 
mountains; and the rain fell in torrents. In the 
morning it had passed away, and the air waa cool 
and agreeable. 
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A fetish'priest from a neighbouring town came to 
see us this morning, and was going to treat us with 
the usual harangue of his profession, but we man- 
aged to put a stop to it by bribing him with a few 
needles. We observed nothing remarkable in the 
fellow's ornaments or dress, but his person pre- 
sented a strange and singular appearance«< The 
colour of his skin was hke ^at of whitish brown 
paper; his eyelashes and eyebrows were of a sil- 
very whiteness, and his eyes of a bright blue ; not- 
withstanding which, the iiegro features were strongly 
aud distinctly marked on his countenance. The 
knan^s parents were both natives, and quite blacky 
and we could not ascertain the reason of this ex- 
traordinary deviation from the common laws of 
nature. 

We have received an abundance of kindness from 
the good old chief of this place, and his endeavours 
to make us comfortable have been imitated by many 
of the more respectable inhabitants. 

There are people here from Burgoo^ Nouffie^ 
Haussa, and many of the interior countries, and the 
** Queen^^ of Nouffie, it is s^d, also resides in the 
town, but this seems to us to be rather ques* 
tionable. 

Monday^ May 3d. — ^The path recommended by the 
friendly chief of Coosoo lies due east of this town, 
and we pursued our journey on it this morning by 
sunrise. Robbers were stated to be lurking about ; 
we conceived it to be prudent, therefore, if not abso- 
lutely necessary, to take every precaution fbr the 
safety of the mission, and we loaded our own guns 
and pistols, and armed aU our men with swords and 
muskets. Our Jenna messengers being unacquainted 
with the new route, the governor of Coosoo had 
furnished us w|th two armed foot guides, whose 
wec^ns were bows and arrows, besides a horse^ 
man armed at all points, to bring up the rear of th» 
party. With all these warlike preparations aodl 
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equipments, a few hannless women, who were ter< 
rined at our appearance, were the only individuals 
met with on the path during a ride of two hours, 
which brought us io a town called Acboro, And it, 
was well indeed that its distance from Ck)osoo is so 
short, for being taken ill on the road, I should have 
been uns^le to have travelled farther to-day. The 
tow^ itself is verjr small; but its dilapidated wails, 
which enclose an immense extent of ground, would 
lead one to suppose that it was formerly of much 
greater magnitude. Within the walls are three 
granite hills, two on one side, and the other on the 
opposite side of the town. All their bases are of 
so^d stone, but their summits consist of loose 
blocks, from the interstices of which trees and 
stunted vegetation shoot forth. Besides these hills 
immense masses of granite rock are seen piled upon 
each other in different parts. On the whole, Acboro 
is one of the wildest and most venerable-looking^ 
places that the human mi^d can conceive, the habi* 
tations Of the people alone lessening that romantic- 
and pleasing effect which a first sight of it produces.^ 

The hut with which we have been accommodated 
is not the pleasantest nor most comfortable resi- 
dence in the world ; but then we are persuaded that 
no better can be procured in the town, so we are 
quite content with it. 

Shoitly after our arrival, the governor sent us a 
sucking-pig, and some other presents, and appeared 
highly pleased that circumstances had thrown us in 
his way. " White men do nothing but good," said 
he^ " and I will pray that God may bless you, and 
send more of your countrymen to Yarriba." Instead 
of the people running and scrambling to see us, as 
hitherto, the good-natured ruler of this plac^ has 
.excluded the mass of them from visiting our yard, 
and came very civilly to ask our permission for a 
few of his friends to look at us. I was too weak 
and indisposed to gratify their curiosity by risii^ 
from my cotich ; so my brother went out to exhiMt 
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his person, aad suffered hknself to he examined 
rather minutely. They separated, I beheye, tolera- 
bly well pleased with each other. Last night a 
large carving-knife and a shot-l)elt were stolen from 
us at Coosoo while we slept; but as it is not very 

Erobable that an inhabitant would be so rash as to 
rave our guns' and walk over our bodies,^ which the 
thief was obhged to do, we attach suspicfon only to 
one of our own men. 

Tuesday 9 Afay 4/A.-^Yesterday three men, inhabit* 
ants of Acboro, were captured by a gang of rest- 
less, marauding scoundrels, who are denominated 
here, as elsewhere, " war-men of the path," but who 
are, in reahty, nothing more nor less than highway- 
robbers. They subsist solely by piljjge and rapine, 
and waylaying their countrymen. The late gover- 
nor of Acboro was deposed and driven from the town 
by his own people, for his indifference to their in- 
terests, and the wanton cruelty with which he treated 
them and their children. At different times he 
seized several individuals of both sexes, and sold 
them as slaves, without assigning any cause for the 
act. This drew on him the vengeance of the friends 
and relatives of the sufferers, who prevailed on their 
townspeople to rise with them and punish the ag- 
gressor. The latter soon found that his party was 
too weak to withstand the.attaucks of the exasperated 

Eopulace, and he fled to a remote village, where 
e now resides; and the inhabitants of Acboro im- 
nediately ejected a more humane and benevolent 
governor in his stoad. 

We rose this morning, a£f. usual, at an early hour, 
and finding myself sufficiently recovered to ride on 
horseback, we bade farewell to the governor of 
Acboro, and quitted the town by sunrise, taking care 
to use the same precautions against robbers as yes- 
terday. In an hour and three-quarters we entered 
an open and delightful vi^age^ called hazipa. An 
assemblage of FalMah huts stood near it, by which 
Iheir beautiful cattle were grazing. We stopped ^ 
Vol. I.— N 



145 ARRin At COOTOO. 

short time to admire them. Many of the bulloek* 
were as white as snow ; others were spotted like a 
leopard's skin, and others again were dotted with 
red and black on a white ground. A Falktab girl 
presented us with a bowl of new milk, which was 
very agreeable and refreshing, and after drinking it, 
we bade adieu to the Fal^ts^s and their cattle for 
ever. 

We had not travelled a great way from Lazipa 
before we had to cross a large morass, on the bor- 
ders of which a very large and handsome species of 
water-lily flourishes in great perfection. We crossed 
thfs morass without Sfficulty or trouble, and with 
the same facility, alsp, two small streams, which 
intersected the road. At nine A. M., we arrived at 
Cootod, which, like tjazipa, is an ojfea village, but 
the former is by far the most extensive of tl^ two. 
A person who may have travelled from Penzance 
in Cornwall to the Land's End, and observed the 
nature of the soil, and the blocks of granite which 
are scattered over its surface, will have a very good 
idea of the country between Acboro and Cootoo, 
only that here it is much more woody. 

After leaving Cootoo, however, the aspect of the 
surrounding scenery speedily changed, and became 
infinitely nfore pleasing. The soil was more rich 
and deeper ; patches of verdure and cultivate4 land 
were more frequent, the latter being neatly fenced ; 
— ^fine handsome trees, with their spreading branches 
and thick foUage, embellished the country in every 
direction, and extended to the eastern horizon. One 
would be inclined to suppose that these trees had 
been carefully planted by the hand of man, for they 
grew at equal distances from each other, and none 
seemed to, interfere with the order, beauty, and 
regularity of its neighbour. The soil between them 
was covered with a soft green ttnf, which rendered 
the whole^view remarkably pleasant. It was over 
this delightful landscape that we travelled— the morn- 
ing was cooled by a refreishing south-east wind, and 
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"we were both on jfood tenns with ourselves, and 
l^tified by every thing around us. At length we came 
m sight of numerous herds of fine cattle, attended 
by little boys, and shortly after we arrived at a 
clean and neat Fal2itah village, whose inhabitants 
were employed in feeding calves, and other occupa- 
tions connected with an African farm. We then 
crossed a small stream* and entered a town of pro- 
digious extent, called Bdhoo^ which is fortified with 
a triple wall and moats. Without being exposed to 
the customary tiresome formalities, we were imme- 
diately conducted to the residence of the governor. 
The usual conversation passed between us, and after 
we had returned to our hut, a buUock Was sent us, 
with yams, bananas, and a "huge calabash of new 
milk, which did not contain less than six gallons; 
and our people sat down to enjoy themselves in per- 
fect good-humour. * 

In the afternoon a message was delivered to us, 
signifjringthat the governor's " head minister" would 
be very glad to see us, and would thank us to visit 
him in the course of the day. But having experi- 
enced a relapse, my sufferings were such as to pre<^ 
fent my leaving the hut, and my brother was there- 
fore obliged to go alone. He afterward informed 
me that a pleasant walk of rather more than t#o 
miles conducted him to the habitation of the minis- 
ter, by whom he was very kindly received. The 
compliments of the day only were exchanged be- 
twetn them ; and the numerous wives and large 
famfly of the master of the house, who are on these 
occasions ^nendly exhibited to a stranger, having 
imaply gratified their curiosity by an examination of 
Ks person, the interview terminated ; and he pres^ 
ently returned to our abode, after promising to 
visit the minister again to-morrow. B6hoo lies north* 
east of Acboro, and is built on the slope of a very 
gentle and fertile hill, at whose base flows a stream 
of milk-white water ; and behind which, on a rising 
ground, is the Fal^tah hamlet ahready mentioned. 
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Ita immeiiBe irvpim wall is little short of twenty miles 
lA circttit ; but besides huts and gardens, it encloses 
a vast number of a^^res of excellent meadow land, *on 
which bullocks, sheep, and goats, indiscriminately 
feed. By the hasty view obtained of it, the town is 
not much unlike Kano ; but there is no large swamp 
like that which intersects the latter city. Bdhoo 
waflr formerly the metropolis of Yarriba ; but about 
half a century ago, the reigning prince preferring 
the plain at Katunga, the seat of government was 
transferred there, since which time 66hoo has ma- 
terially declined in wealth, population, and conse- 
quence, although it is still considered a place of great 
importance, and the second town in the kingdom. 
It is bounded on all sid^s by hills of gradual ascent, 
which are prettily wooded, and commands an exten- 
sive horizon. The land in the vicinity of the town 
presents a mos^ inviting appearance, by no means 
inferior to any part of England in the most favour- 
able season of the year. It seems to be duly appre- 
ciated by the FaRtahSf so great a number of whom 
reside with their flocks in different parts, thsU: th» 
minister candidly declared he could not inform us of 
their amount These ibrefffners sell their milk^ butr 
ter, and cheese in the market at a reasonaUe rate. 
The latter is made into httle cakes of about an inch 
square, and when fried in butter is very palatable. 
It is of the consistenqe and appearance of the white 
of an egg boiled hard. 

I have been Tery ill all, the evening with fmext 
accompanied by excruciating pains in the bowels, 
but my spirits are cheerful, and I hope soon to re- 
cover. We are thankful Uiat we have not been both 
thus afflicted at the same time. As soon as one of 
us has in a measure regained his strength, his assists 
ance has beeareqi^rel to minister to the wan^ of 
the other. 

Wednesday^ May biL — Agreeably to th© promise 
my brother made yesterdayi he leu me \o tne cai9 
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of Pascoe and his wife this morning, and fastened 
to pay bis respects to the chiefs head-man or minister, 
as he is called. It appears that this man has been 
placed in his present situation by the King of Katun^a 
as a kind of spy on the actions of the governor, who 
can do nothing of a public nature without in the first 
place consulting him and obtaining his consent to 
the measure. Yet he conducts himself so well in 
his disagreeable office, that he has won the good-will, 
not only of the eovemor of the town, but also of its 
inhabitants. A Kind of rivalry exists between Uie 
minister and his master; but then it is a rivalry in good 
and not in bad actions. Hearing that the governor 
had given us a bullock, and something besides, he 
presented my brother with a similar one, and a large 
calabash oipitto (country beer), which he distributed 
among those who had accompanied him. A bottle 
of honey completed the list of presents, and they 
were forthwith forwarded to our habitation, but my 
brother remained a considerable time afterward with 
the chief. He was filled with amazement at the 
formation and ticking of my brother's watch, which 
he gazed on and Ustened to with transport ; his spurs 
also excited his eager curiosity, ana he exammed 
them with the minutest attention. He hoped, he 
said, that God would bless us both, and that we had 
his best wishes for our safety. He remarked, further, 
that white men worshipped the Great God alone,— 
and so did black men also ; and that every blessing 
of Hfe was derived from tiiat source. 

On my brother's return I was very ill ; I bad been 
so faint and sick during his absence, that my recovery 
fieemed doubtful, but a few hours afterward I became 
better. In the afternoon I sent to the governor and 
his minister, who had behaved so handsomely to us, 
three yards of fine red cloth, a common looking^-glass, 
tobacco-pipe, apair of scissors, snufi'-box, and a large 
clasp-kmfe. Tne tobacco-pipe was much admired, 
but the red dotii was most valued ; with the whole* 

N3 
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boweter, they w«re both perfectly well pleMed, and 
were eztrava^rant in expressions of gfratitude. One 
of the bollocks was slaughtered this morning, and 
iboot two-thirds of it distributed by the governor 
and his* chief man to the poor of the town; the 
remainder of the carcass was divided equally among 
our attendants, who are in no hurry to leave the 
place while their present imusually good fare Is to 
be had. 

Last evening two female acquaintances, who had 
been separated ftom each other for a short time only, 
met in the yard adjoining ours, wherein one of them 
constantly resides. The women burst into tears 
directly they saw each other, and cried loud enough 
to be heard distinctly by us during the whole of the 
l^ght; nor did they cease giving vent to their feelo 
ings till 8om6 time after sunrise this morning. 

Thursday May 6M.— We were visited this morning 
byapartyof Fallitahsofbothsexes. They differ but 
little either in colour or feature from the original ha* 
tives of the soil. In dress and ornaments, however, 
there is a slight distinction between them. They dis« 
play more taste in their apparel, and weior a greater 
number of ornaments round the neck and wrists ; they 
tmy greater attention also |o their hair, which the wo« 
men plait with astonishing ingenuity. like that of the 
young woman we met at Jenna, their heads exactly 
resemble a dragoon's helmet The hair is much 
lOft^r, of course, than that of tlie negro, which ena^ 
hies the Fal&tahs to weave it on both sides of the 
head into a kind of queue, which, passing over each 
cheek, is tied under the chin. Another company of 
Falitahs came to us in the evening, for they had 
never beheld a white man, and curiosity had led them 
to our habitation. They brought us a present of a 
little thick milk, which they begged us to accept, 
and then went away highly gratified with the inter* 
view. The behaviour of the jwrhole of them was 
extremely reserved and reapeetftd) ^thing m our 
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persons excited their merriment; on the contrary* 
they seemed silently to admire our dress and com- 
plexion; and having looked well at us from a Uttle 
distancet seemed grateful for the treat The kind- 
ness and generosity of the governor of B6hoo con- 
tinues unabated : instead of dimini^ing, it seems to 
strengthen; he literally inundates us with mBk, and 
he is equally lavish with other things. 

Friday, May 7M.-^After we had retired to rest last 
night, a Falitah woman came to our dwelling, brings 
ing with her a quantity of eggs of the Guinea-hen^ 
and a large bowl of nulk fresh from the cow, as a 
return for a few needles we had given her in the 
afternoon. We relate this Httie circumstance simply 
to show the difference between the Falitahs and the 
Yarribeans, in point Of gratitude for favours they 
may have received. The latter are very seldom 
thankful, and never acknowledge gratitude as a vir- 
tue ; the indifference, unconcern, and even contempt 
Which they often evince on i«ceiving our presents 
is a proof of this; — and, with very few exceptions, 
we never observed a Yanibean to be sincerely 
thankful for any thing. 

In the mommg I was able to sit on horseback; 
and as we were setting off, the governor came out to 
wish us farewell, and to present us with two thousand 
cowries for the purpose of assisting us on our jour- 
ney. We h^jjpe said that B6hoo is about twenty 
mues in circumference— perhaps we guessed con- 
siderably within bounds; for as we rode out of the 
city, we were astonished at its vast extent. Two 
hours after leaving B6hoo, we passed through an 
agreeable, thinly iimabited village, called Mdloo ; and 
in somewhat less than an hour after, arrived at 
Jaguta, which is a large and compact town, fortified 
by a neater and more si^tantially-built wall than 
any we have yet seen. 

Jaguta lies E.S.E. of B6hoo, from which it is dis* 
lam, as neariy as we can guessi from twdve to 
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thirteen miles* In the eonrae of the journey we met 
a party of Nonffie traders from Coulfo, with asses 
carrying trona for the Gonja market. Among them 
were two women, very neatly clad in their native 
costume, with clean whitie tobes outside their other 
^^arel, resembling as nearly as possible the chemise 
of European ladies. These asses were the first 
beasts we had observed employed in carrying Imr- 
dens, for hitherto people of both sexes and of all 
ages, especially women uid female children, have 
performed these laborious duties. 

The governor of Jagtlta came to apologize, in^the 
evening, for not having attended us the greater part' 
of the day, on the plea that, he had been engaged in 
the country with his people, in making a fetish for 
the prosperity of the King of Katunga. The return 
of the governor and his procession to the town was 
announced by a flourish of drums, fifes, &c., with the 
usual accompaniments of singing and dancing. The 
musicians are now perfonning before hihi in a yard 
which is next to ours. It is between tei) and eleven 
P« M. ; and it is likely that our ears will be stunned 
by a combination of the most barbarous sounds in 
the world for die remainder of the night It is well 
that 1 am so far recovered as not to care about it, or 
this abominable din wotdd drive me to distraction. 
We are daily assured that the path is rendered 
exceedingly dangerous by banditti ; an41he governor 
of this place has been endeavouring, with a good 
deal of earnestness, to persuade us that our goods 
will Dot be respected by them. It will scarcely be 
believed, however, that this universal dread originates 
from a few Borgoo desperadoes, who, although only 
armed with powder and a few broken muskets, can 
put a whole legion of the timid natives to flight. 
The inhabitants of the town have been firing repeat- 
edly this evening, to deter this formidable foe from 
scaling their wall and taking possession of their town. 

SamrdcB^f^May 8^— *]Laat night and the preceding 
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One. we were visited by thimder-storrae, whidi did 
not, however, arnioy us. The natives ae usual impute 
the seisonable weather to our agency alone ; and in 
consequence, our. arrival at many places has been 
ha^d with tr^sport^ as the most fortunate thins 
(hat could have happened. It is astonishing: to find 
how extremely partial the rains have been here. In 
some districts tjie ground for this month past has 
been literally drenched, while in others, only a few 
miles distant from them, vegetation has been suffer- 
ing from a want of water. 

Extraordinary preparations were made by the 
governor of JagQta to ensure our safety on the 
dreaded pathway; and a horseman, armed with a 
sword and spear, in company with four foot soldiers, 
wha were equipped with bows and jseveral huge 
quivers full of arrows, were in readiness to offer us 
their protection this momingr* The horseman pre- 
ceded our party, and played off a variety of antics to 
Our great amusement. He seemed not a little satis- 
fied with himself; he flourished his naked sword 
Over his head ; brandished his spear ; made his horse 
curvet, and bound, and gallop alternately ; and his 
dress being extremely grotesque, besides being old 
and .torn, gave him an appearance not unlike that of 
a bundle of rags flying through the air. But with all 
this display of activity and heroism, the man would 
have fled with terror from his own shadow by moon- 
light; and we really regretted that a few defenceless 
women were the only individuals that crossed our 
path to put his courage to the test, the formidsible 
•* war-men" being elsewhere. 

Our journey to-day has been vexatiously short, not 
having exqeeded four miles ; and it is utterly beyond 
our power to persuade the superstitious natives, who 
eouform only to their fetish in Uiese matters, that 
the robbers would be aAaid to think of attacking 
white men. The town at which we are now halting 
is called Sheot and is defended by a wall It pos* 
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rnUify IM tothe neighbooring town of 81iea, theif 
to await iStie final determination of his enraged sove* 
reign. We saw him ajt the latter town yesterday, 
dressed in a fanciftilly-made tobe, on whidi a great 
number of Arab characters were stitched. He 
walked sdDOut at perfect lib^1y» and did not seem tp 
take his condition much to heart. The inhabitant^ 
of Esalay, finding that their ruler had deserted themf 
that they were threatened by the Kiog of Katunga* 
and that the Borgoo men, imboldened by the en* 
couragement they received from that monarch, wem 
also lurking about the neighbourhood, and ready to 
do them any mischief, took the alarm, and imitating 
the example of their chief, most of them deserte) 
their huts, and scattered themselves among the dif- 
ferent towns and Tillages in the neighU)urhood. 
Very few people now reside at Esalay; and this 
town, lately so populous and flourishing, is litUe 
better than a heap of ruins. 
, After we had passed through Esalay, we crossed 
a large morass and three rivers, which intersected 
the road-way. The croaking from a multitude of 
frogs which they contained, in addition to the noise 
of our drum, produced so animating an 'effect on our 
carriers, that they ran along with their burdens 
doubly as quick as they did before. We then arrived 
at an open village called Oki$Ma^ where we halted 
for two hours, under the shadow of a large tree, to 
allow some of our men, who had been loitering 
behind, to rejoin us, alter which we again set forr 
^ard, and did not stop till we ardved at the large 
and handsome walled town of Atoopoy which the 
late Captain Clapperton passed through in the last 
expedition. Puring our ride, we observed 'a ranse 
of wooded hills running from N.N.E. to S.S.W.; 
and passed through a wilderness of stunted treea^ 
which was relieved at intervals by patdies of culti- 
vated land ; but there is not so- much cultivation a9 
one might expect to find near the capital of Yaniba* 
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Atoopa is about twenty miles N. by E. of Shea* the 
town in which w^ slept last night. 

Monday, May lO^^-^^Armed guides are no longer 
considered necessary ; and we set out this momins 
only with our Bada£[ry and Jenna messengers and 
interprete^rs. On going out of Atoopa, we crossed 
a river which flowed bv the foot of that to#n, where 
our carriers overtook us, and .we travelled on 
together. The country through which the path lies 
is uncommonly fine ; it is partially cultivated, abound- 
ing in wood and water, and appeared, by the num- 
ber of villages which is scattered over its surface, 
to be very populous. As we rode along, a place 
was pointed out to us, where a murder had been 
committed about seven years ago on the person of 
a young man. He fell a victim to a party of Bor- 
goo scQundiels, for refusing to give up his compan- 
ion to them, a young girl, to whom he was shortly 
to be married. They at R^^t endeavoured to obtain 
her from . him by fair means ; but he^ obstinately 
refused to accede to their request, and contrived to 
keep the marauders at bay till the young woman had 
made her escape, when he also ran for; his life. He 
was closely pursued by them, and pierced by the 
number of arrows which they shot at him, he at 
length fell down and died in the path, after having 
run more than a mile from the place where the first 
arrow had struck him* By the care with which this 
story is treasured up in their memories, and the 
earnestness and horror with which it is related* we 
are inclined to believe, that although there is so 
great a fuss about the Borgoo robbers, and so mani- 
fest a dread of them, a murder on the highway is 
of very rare occurrence. When this crime is per-r 
petrated, the whole nation seems to be terror-strucky 
and the people rise up in arms as if a public enemy 
were devastating their country, and slaughtering ita 
ilihabitants without mercy. This is the omy instance 
we have heard of a young man entertainii^ a strong 
Vol. I.— O 



attachment for a female. MaHri^ge is celebrated by 
the natives as unconcernedly as possible ; a niaa' 
thinks as little of taking a wife ^s of cutting an ear 
of corn — affection isf altogether out of the question. 
A yiUage in ruins, and a small town called Ndnia^ 
where we halted for a short time, were the only 
inhabited places we passed through during the day, 
tlil our entrance into the town of LeoguaddaiWhicYi is 
surrounded by a double wall, and in which we intend 
to passi the night* The governor happened to be in 
Ins garden on our arrival, so that we were com- 
pletely wearied with waiting for him; but as he tlid 
not make hLs appearance, we ourselves found out a 
convenient and comfortable hut, and though we were 
assailed by a volley of abuse from the mouths of half 
a dozen women, we succeeded in sending them 
away, and we now remain in tranquil possession of 
our quaiiers.^ In the centre of our yard is a cir- 
cular enclosure without a roof, within which is an 
alTi gator, that. has been confined there seven years. 
This voracious animal is fed with rats only, and he 
generally devours five a day. One of the inhabit- 
ants, perceiving that I was rather inquisitive, volun- 
teered to go. to a river in the vicinity of the town, 
and to return in ^ few minutes with as many young 
crocodiles as I might wish for; but as I had no 
opportunity of conveying animals of , this descrip- 
tion through the country, I dec^ned the m^^s oflTer. 
The inhabitant^ of Leoguadda, having probably no 
vegetable poison, make use of the venom of snakes 
on the tips of their arrows. The heads of those 
serpents from which they extract .this deadly sirt)- 
stance are exposed on the sticks which ar^ thrust 
into the inside of the thatch of tlieir dwelling as a 
kind of trophy. \ 

Leoguadda is almost surrounded by rugged hills, 
formed by loose blocks of granite ; these, added to 
a<iuantity of tall treesj always green, a^ growing 
within the walls, render the town inconceivahly 
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pleasant and romantic. Immense tracts of land ai^ 
cultivated in ^he vicinity of the town, with com, 
yams, &c., and abundance of swine, poultry, goate, 
and sheep are bred by its inhabitants. Formerly, 
also, hei^ of cattle were to be seen in the 
meadows ; but they belonged to Fa^&tahs, who, we 
were told, fled from Leoguadda some time since to 
join their countrymen bX Aidrie. 

Tuesday, May llth, — We left Leoguadda early in 
the morning, and about the middle of the forenoon 
reached a walled town of some extent, called Eetchd> 
The place is of importance on account of a large 
■weekly market which is held in it. Eetchd has 
recently been more than half consumed by fire, and 
will not, it is supposed, regain ita former condition 
for some time. "" Like most large trading towns, it 
Is in as unsettled and filthy a state as can be con- 
ceived. This day's journey has been highly agree- 
able? the path lay through a beautiful country, 
"Varied in maity places by hiUs of coarse granite, 
•which are formed of large single blocks, heaped on 
each other. Trees and shrubs of a beautiful g^en 
were groMring from their interstices, and almost hid 
^he masses of stone from view. 

The governor of Eetch6 welcomed us to his tdwn 
very civilly, but his kindness as yet has extended no 
Airther; and although in all probabihty he is as 
opulent as most chiefs on the road, yet he did not 
follow their example in giving us provisions, but left 
us to procure them ourselves in tie best manner we 
were at)le. About a stone's throw to the west of 
the town is the main road to Borgoo, Nouffie, Hdussa, 
Ydoorie, &c., six hours' ride on which would take us 
out of Yarriba into the territories of the King of 
Kiixm, It is a general custom here, when any 
stranger of consequence approaches Katunga, to 
send a messenger before him for the purpose of in« 
forming the king of the circumstance ; and as we 
are considered in that light, one of our Jenna guidea 
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will set out forthe abovf purpote fto-mprraw* ai4 
we are told that we must remain her6 till Thurisday 
moroingi for aa escort of soldiers, which will be 
sent to meet us. We have no inclination for the 
honour, as it would expose 'us to a thousand little 
inconveniences) and w^ therefore intend to avoid it 
by; leaving this place by moonlight. 

it will scarcely be believed,, that not less than one 
hundred and sixty governors of towns and villages 
between this place and the seacoast, all belongmg 
to Yarriba, have died from natural causes, or have 
been slain in wjsr, since, I was last here ; and that, of 
the inhabited i^aces through which we hnve passed, 
not m<Hethana half-dozen chiefs are alive at this 
moment who received and entertain/ed me on my 
return to Bad^ffry three years ago. 

Wednesday ^ A<ay 12/A.— We were visited Jast night 
by a tornado ; and it i^ined so heavily this mornings 
that even if we had not been obliged, to remain in 
Eetchd to-day, it would have J[)een next to impossi- 
Ue to have pursued our journey. The celebrated 
marked of this place inay be said to commence 
about midday, at which, time thousands of buyers 
and sellers had assembled in , a large open space in 
the hear^.of the town,. presenting the most busy, 
bustling scene iraadnable. To say nothing of the 
hum and, clatter of such a multitude of barbarians^ 
the , incessant exertions of a horrid band of native 
musicians rendered our ow|i voices inaudible. Peo- 
ple from Katunga and other towns of less import- 
ance flocked into Eetchd to attend the market to-day, 
which, we are informed, was nevertheless not so 
well ^tdnded aa on former occasions \ the rain that 
had fallen, and the alleged danger which besets the 
path, having prevented many thousands from leav- 
ing their own abodes. Country cloth, indigo, pro- 
visions, &c. were offered for sale, l^ut we observed 
nothing in the market deserving particular notice* 
Th» town is to be well guarded to-night, for fear of 
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its bein^ attacked while we remain in it; and it is 
given out that any one found loitering outside the 
walls after sunset will be seized without ceremony, 
and his effects taken iVoin him. A very ungaUant 
custom prevails at £etch6, which : is, that ev^ 
woman who attends the market for the purpose of 
selling s^y article is obliged to pay a tax often 
cowries to the governor ; while any individuals of 
the other »ex is allowed to enter the town and v^d 
his commodities publicly without pa3dng any duty 
whatever. 

Thursday y May. 13M,— We arose., at a very early 
hour this morning to undertake the jbumey to Ka^ 
tunga, which is ratheV long ; and we hoped not ouly 
to reach that city before the heat became oppres- 
sive, but also to avoid, if possible, the escdrt wlucb 
we had Uttle doubt the king would send out to 
meet us. Yet, notwithstancHng our roost sirenn- 
ens exertipns, it was six o'clock before we were ill 
ready to depart. The a^r was cooler than w^ have 
felt it since landing from the Clinker, the thennome- 
ter being as low as 71° in the shade. The natives 
appeared to feel this severity of the weather most 
keenly^ for thougti they huddled themselves up^ ki 
their warmest cotton dresses, they were y«t shiver^ 
ing with cold. Hundreds of pex)ple, and perhaps if 
I were to say thousands the number would not be 
overrated, preceded and followed us on the path- 
way ;' and as they wound through thick forests, 
along narrow roads, their blue and white clothing, 
eontrastM with the deep green of the ancient trees, 
produced an eminently pleasinjf effect^^ After a 
nasty ride of two hours we came in sight of thft 
town of jEe^ciWee, outside of which are numerous 
trees,aiid underneath their widely-epreadiiig branches 
we observed various groups of people seated on the 
turf, taking refreshment. We joined them, partook 
of a little com and water, which is our usual trav- 
elling fare, and then renewed our journey in good 
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ipiiita. finft we had not pr<>ceeded a great way, 
when tbe escort about w];uch we had been so uneasy 
was descried at a distance, and approaching us at a 
vapid pace, joined the party 4n a veir few^ minutes. 
Tliere was no g^at r^on, after all, for our modesty 
to be oflfeaded either at the spdendottr or number of 
GUI' retinue, for happity it Consisted only pf a few 
ragged individuals on foot, and eight on horseback ; 
with the latter was a single drummer, but the former 
could boast of having in th^ir train men with whis- 
tles, drums, and trumpets. 

1 sounded my jtmgle, at which >the natives were 
astonished and plea^ ;- but a black trumpeter, jeal- 
ous, of the perfbrmance, challenged a contest for the 
fiUperiority of the respective iittstruments, which ter- 
minated in the entire defeat of the African^ who was 
hooted and laughed at by his companions for Mb 
presumption, and gave xip the trial in despair. Ha 
hung down his head, remained silent, looked ex- 
tremely silly, and did not venture to put his horn to 
hb moutii again till he imagined his companions had 
either overlooked^ or in some measure forgotten his 
defeat. Among the instruments used on this memo- 
rable ooeasion was a piece of iron, in sh^me exactly 
resembling the bottom of a pairlour fire-shovel. It 
was played on by. a thick piece of wood, and pro- 
duced sounds infinitely less harmonious than ^ mar- 
row-bones and cleavers.'* 

The leader of our escort was.a strange-lookingt 
powerittl fellow, and migjit very we^ serve the writ^ 
of a "romance as the hero of his tale, in the charac'^ 
ter of keeper bt all enchanted caistle, when fierce, 
scowling looks, terrific frowns, atid apeculiarly wild 
expression of countenance are intended to be jtatu^ 
ni% described; for the man's stature was gigantic, 
his e3^es large, keen, piercing, and ever in motion, 
his broad nose squatted over both cheeks--*his lips 
immeil8elylarge,,expo8ing a fine set of teeth; the 
teaid was blacky tSmk, and grie^, andcovering^aU 
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the lower part of his face^ reached to ina bosoni'; 
the famous Blue Beard was nothing to him ; and in 
gazing on his feaU^es one would i^ost be inclined 
to beheve that all the most iniquitQus and depraved 
passions of human natqre were. centred in his heart. 
Yet with so unlovely aiid forbidding au appearance, 
the man is in reafity as inaoeeot and docile ^ a 
lamb. He wore on his head a small rush hat, in 
shape like a copimon earthenware pan inverted, or 
like the hats which are worn by the lower class of 
Chinese. His breast ' was enveloped in a coarse 
piece of blue eloth ; frorii his left shoulder hung a 
large quiver ^of arrows ; and in his right hand he 
held a bow, which he brandished like a lance ^ a 
short pair of trousers covered his thighs, and fantas- 
tically-made leathern boots incased his feet and legs. 
His skin was of jetty bladuiess, his forehead hi^.; 
but his tremendous beard, which was slightly tinged 
with gray, contributed, perhaps more than any ^UAg 
else, to impart thatwifdness and fierceness to bia 
looks which at first inspired us with akiod of dread, 
of our leader. 

Thus escorted we travelled onwards ; and after a 
hasty ride of six hours from Eetch6, beheld from a. 
little eminence those black, naked hilld > of granite 
at whose base lies the metropolis of Yarriba. Abbut^ 
an hour afterward we entered the gates of that ex- 
tensive city. As is the custom, we staid under a tree 
JuSt inside the walls, till the king and his ^eunuchs 
were informed of oUr arrival, which having been 
done, after a wearisono^e delay, we rode to the resi- 
dence of JEh, the chief eunuch, who, next to the 
king, is the most influential ipan in the place, "^e 
found this personage, a '* great, fat, round, oily 
man,** airiaff himself under the verandah of his 
dwelling. Other eunuchs of similar .appearance 
were sitting on the ground with him, and jomed him 
in welcoming both of us (but myself ipore especially^ 
to Katunga, with every appearance of smcerity* 
heartiness, and good wiu. A coAversHtioo, not fufll* 



cieiitly'lnterestmg icnr importaitt.to ^relate, h^e took 
placey— it laBted a ioag time ; and we theil walked 
all together to the kin^ house, which id at tiie dis* 
tanoe of half a mile from that of £bo. 
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CHAPTER IV, 



Ibtanfa-i-MaDMltta. Kliif of Kfttanfft— FreeaatknM to mnAd de toB lkw 
by the King— Apafthy ot the nativea^Marketk oT Katuhga— Delnyed 
by Mighbouring war— Custom relating to presents— Reserve of the 
psapte'«oneerning tbeir eonntry— I'beir general character— Pro gress 
o/the Fal&tab»>vPrep(9ntions for departure by anewrotuo— Farewcii 
tisit to the King. 

1 

iKFORMATioN-of our coming had been previously 
sent to the monarch, aftd we waited Vith much pa- 
tience for a considerable period Mil he had put oh 
his robes of state. Meantime; to amuse us and be- 
guile the hour ^way, the head drummer and his as- 
sistants,, with the most benevolent intention, com- 
menced a concert of the most bewitching melody; 
and long drums, kettle drums, and horns were played 
With Uttle intermission till Mansolah made his ap- 
pearance, when all noises were suddenly hushed, 
and we were desired to draw nearer to pay our re- 
spects to his majesty. ' We did so after the English 
mariner, much to the entertainment and diversion of 
the king, whp endeavoured to imitate* us, but it was 
easy to perceive that he is but a novice in the Eu- 
ropean mode of salutation, boWing and shaking 
hando. We have no doubt tha^ it was owing to the 
rusticity and awkwardness of our address that Man- 
solah's risible faculties were so strongly excited; 
buthe laughed so long and heartily, and' his wjves 
and eunuchs, and subjects of all sorts, joined him 
witji such goodJwill, and such poVer of lungs, that 
we were constrained to unite our voices to the gen- 
eral burst of kindb^ feeling, although if we had been 



wBktdi the cande of such jollity and ob0lrep€roo6 
mirth, we should have been at a Ibsis for ah an- 
swer. ^ 

Mansolah's headpie<!^ was something ISce a bishr* 
op's mitre, profusely ornamented with^ strings of 
cdral, one of which answered the purpose of a rfci 
and, for i,t was tied under the chin, to prevent the 
cap from being blown off. His tobe was of green 
silk, crimson silk damask, and 'green silk velvet, 
which were ^l se^ri together like pieces of patch- 
work. He wore* English cotton stockings, and neat 
leathern sandals of native workmanship. A hirge 
piece of superfine light blue cloth; given the .chief 
by the late Captain Qapperton, he used for a carpet. 
The eunuchs, and other individuals who were prei*- 
«nt at the interview, prostrated themselves before 
their prince, agreeably to the custom of the country, 
and rubbed their heads with earth tt^o separate 
times, retreating at some distance to J)erform this 
iiumiliatingand degrading ceremony, and then draw- 
ing near the royal person, to lie agaiii with their 
faces in the dust. They saluted the ijround also 
near which he was sitting, by kissing it ferVentjhf 
and repeatedly, and by placing each cheek on it. 
Then, and not till then, with their heads, and f^ces, 
and lips, and breasts stainbd with the damp red soil, 
which still «lung to them, they wfere allowed to seat 
themselves near their Ynoqarc!i,*and to |oin m the 
conversation. Two or three of the inferior eunuchs, 
not satisfied with this servile prostration, began to 
sport and roll themselves abpift on the ground ; but 
this could not be efifected without immense labour 
and difficulty, and panting and straining, for, like 
Sir John Falstaff, they could be Compared to nothing 
80 appropriately as huge hills of flesji. ' There they 
lay wallowing in the mire, like immense turtles 
floundering in. the sea, till Ebo desired them to rise. 
We observed among the individuals present a vfeir 
eonsiderable number of bald-headed old men, then 
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hair» ^ ra^r iifool, having most lik^y been nd>bed 
off by rep^ate^ appljcaliions of earthy 8an<3^ gravel, 
filth, or whatever eVse maybe at haiid, whea the 
INrince happens to make h^ appearance. 

The conference having ended, a kid, a calabash of 
eaffas, and two thousand cowries in money were 
presented! to us ; and, cheered by a-flourish of music» 
we laughed, in concert, a^d shook hands with the 
king, aiMl walked away tpwards our own dwelling,, 
winch had been repaired and thoroughly cleaned out 
for our sole use. Here we lay down to repose our 
achuig limbs: In the evening the king returned our 
visit, and immediately took a fancy to my broUier'» 
bygle horn, 'which was readily giyen him. He was; 
vastly pleased with the present, and by smiles and! 
words, returned us many thanks for it ; said that he 
was quite delighted 4 and that it made his heart glad 
to see us; hoped we, should make ourselves com- 
fortable while we remained in Katimga ;, shook 
hands ; made a bow, and ^' sihilingin heart and soul 
content," the sovereign departed, followed by a suite 
of wives, eunuchs, and 6ther attendants. The prem-> 
ises we occupy are the property of Ebo, who has» 
we. believe, done, every thing in his power to render 
our stay as agreeable as possiMe ^ they were for- 
merly occupi^ by Captain Clapperton. The yard 
adjoins his own, with which it communicates by a 
doorway without a door; so that it wiil^ enable us 
to I^ave frequent opportunities of seeing his nume* 
rous unhappy wives, and a number of little boys and 
girls, who are his personal attendants. The eunuch 
nas giv^n us a very fat sheep as a further token of 
his good-will. 

Friday^ May 14MJ— Accompanied by Ebo, and the 
ot^er unwieldy eunuchs, my brother t6ok a pres^it 
to the king this morning, which was pretty well ?e« 
ceivedf Mansplah, out of compliment I suppose, re- 
marking that if we had not brought with us the value 
of a single cowry, we should have been favourably 



recetved at Katraiga, and Welt entettained at hia 0ma 
cost. We kad previously soiuMied our fxji^nid Ebo 
on the subject of our journey to the Niger ; .but he 
strongly advised us by no. m^eans ey^n to hint sueh 
an intention to the king, whose suspicions) he assured 
us, would immediately take the alarm,, so .that iur 
stead of being forwarded on our way thither, we 
should either .be detained in the town for an indefi* 
nite .timej or sent back aga^ to the coast. . W^ 
therefore conceived it prudent to give him tbe -fol- 
lowing statement only :— ** That the King of Eng- 
land, anxious to procure the restoration of certain 
papers which belonged to a cbuntryi^un of ours who 
perished at Boossk about twenty years ago, which 
papers were supposed tabe in the pbssestdonof the 
sultain of Yaoorie, we had been despatched hither by 
our sovereign, in the hope that the Kii^ of Katunga 
would forward us to the^ latter state, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining them from the sultan of Yaoorie,^ 
and taking them back witH us to England." Manso* 
lab displayed neither eager curiosity as to our 'ob^ 
jectjn coming to his country, nor strptise when we 
had informed him of it ; but very promptly observed^ 
that in two days' time he would send a. messenger 
to Ki4ma, Wouwou^ Boossk, and Yaoorie, to ac* 
quaint the rulers of those provinces of our inten- 
tion to pay them a vilsit ; and that on the man's te^ 
ttim we should have his permissicm to depart. Thui 
was promised after my brother's repeated solicita- 
tions and importunities that we should not be de- 
tained here longer than necessary^ because, in a very 
short tinie, the violent rains will render the road to 
those countries impassiaible ; and in consequence we 
shall be unable to travel till the return of the dry 
season. 

It has been expressly and repeiatedly told us^ that 
the monarch of this empire is brottier to, the King of 
Benin ; btit notwithstanding this near relationship of 
the two sovereigns, not the slightest intercoinrs^ ,or 
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eommtiQieatioii i» iiimiitaHie4 bet^t^n-Yarriba and 
tiiat power ; ao at least the inhabitants ef this place 
have informed us ; and the reaaon they ascribe for 
it is, 4ha;t the distance betweeii the countries is too 
great Friends and' stcqaaintancbs are oftentimea 
called brothers in Yarriba ; and tti make « distinction 
in the above mstance, they assert that Mansolah and 
tiie King of Benin *' were of one father and one 
mother.** We inte^rrpgafted £bo on ifae subject, bi^ 
he lioroQ silenced our remu'ks by; observing that we 
were too inquisitive, or, to use msowawo^, ''that 
we iidked too much/' We intend, after leavmr 
Yaoorie, to proceed direct to Guarie, the prince of 
which country will, no doubt, send us to Fund«r 
whence we must endeavour to discover the ter* 
minatibn of the Niger^ agreeablv to our instructions* 
S^urdayy May IM. — Instead of the jarring noise 
of women!s tongues, which has^ annoyed and: fol- 
lowed us at 6very s^age of pur Journey from BadA- 
gry, we at length enjoy as much of composure and 
trancfufllity as we can weli.dedre, for Ebo*s wive» 
residing at some distance from the part of our 3rard 
which We occupy, the shrill sounds bf their voices^ 
are pleasant, contrasted with the formeif loud, dis-- 
cordant, and perpetual din which ranr in our ears* 
from morning till night. Our male visiters, likewise,^ 
are few and select, and do not reinain with us any 
very considerable time together An orderhas been 
iasue4 by the king, that if any impertinent individual 
troubles us at any time with his company when it is- 
not desired^ £bo is at Ubertyl^ behe^hun ; and uo 
one^^lill have the effrontery, says Mansolah, to tax 
tlae eimuch with injustice or cnxelty in -the perform* 
ance of his duties. This proclamation, if it may s6> 
be tisrmed,. has had the desired effect, for dreading' 
the even-handed Ebo, who is public executioner as 
well -as chief eunuch, the inhabitants of Katanga 
have hitherto repressed' their curiosi^, and hx99 
oonfinedtfajemsdres to their own abodes* 
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We 'have received a present of a sheep to-^ay 
from the '* master of the horse,?' an elderly persoa 
who possesses some influence over his master ; hut 
although his pompous title would lead one to intier 
that his lofty situation is highly responsible and imr 
portant, a few rough^ ragged-looking ponies are the 
only ''horse** of which lie has the superintendence. 

All seems quiet and peaceable in this large, dull 
city; and one cannot help feeling rather melancholy^ 
in wandering through streets sdmpst deserted, and 
over a vast extent of fertile land on which there is, 
no human habitation, and scarcely a hving thingto* 
animate or cheer the prevailing solemmt}^. Tli^ 
walls of the town have been suffered to. fall into de- 
ca^, and are now no better than a heap of dust and 
rums; and such unconcern, and apathy pervade the 
minds of the monarch and his minislay, that:ihe 
wandering and ambitious Faldtah has penetrated into 
the very heart of the country, made himself master 
of two of its most important and flourishing to wnSf 
with little, if any, opposition ; and is gradually, but 
very perceptibly, gaining on the lukewarm natives 
of the soil, and sapping the foundations of the throne 
ofYarriba. The people canpot, surely, befiiUy 
aware of their own danger, or they never could be 
unconcerned spectators of events which are ra^Hdly 
tending to root out their retigion, customs, a^d in- 
stitutions, aiid totally annihilate them as a nation. 
But since the.y have neitller f6i;psight, nor wisdom* 
nor resolution, to put themselves in a posture of de- 
fence, and make at least a show of resistance, when 
danger, real or imaginary, menaces them ; since nei- 
ther the love of country, which stimulates almost 
all nations to heroic achievements in defence of their 
just and natural rights, and all that is truly dear td 
them in the world; and since neither affection for 
their defenceless wives and unprotected offspring, 
nor love of self, can awaken a sii^^le spark of courago 
or patriotisin in their bourns,, can scare away tm 
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demon 8k>th' from among them, or induce them to 
make a solitary exertion to eaVe themsetres and 
posterity from a foreign yoke : why, then they are 
snrely unworthy to be catted a people; they deserve 
to be deprived of their effects, children, and person^ 
tiberty, to have their habitual sloth and listlessness 
converted into labour and usefulness, in tiUing, imf- 
prOving, and beautifying for strangers that soil 
which tliey have neither spirit nor inclmation to cul- 
tivate for themselves. 

. A market is held daily in different parts of Ka- 
tunga, but twice in the week it is mucn larger and 
better ' attended than on either of the other (rays. I 
visited on^ of the latter this morning, which is styled 
the " Queen's market ;** but as it is shifted to another 
place towards evening, it is then called the '* King^s 
mark^." The selleris were by far more nnmerouH 
than the buyers ; and, on the whole^ the articles ex-^ 
posed for sale by no means realized the expectations 
which we had formed of them. Among them we ob-^ 
served three or foifr different kinds of corn ; beansr 
pease, and vegetables in abundance; the mi-cadania 
butter; ground orGuii^ea-mits; country cotton cloths, 
indigp, red clay, salt, ^hd different varieties of pep- 
per ; besides trona, snuff and tobacco, knives, barbs, 
hooks, and needles, the latter of the tudest native 
manufacture. There were also fin^r-rihgs of tin 
and lead; and iron bracelets and armlets ^ old shells, 
old bones, and other v^enerabl^ things, which £u- 
ropean antiquaries would gazTe on with rapture ; 'be- 
sides native soap, little ca£es of cheese snd butter ; 
an English commoi^ blue plate, a great, variety or 
beads both of native and European ipaanufacture ; 
among the former of which we recognised the famous 
Affra bead, which at Cape Coast Castle, Accra, and 
. other places, is sold for its weight in gold, and which 
has vainly beep attempted to be imitated by the 
ItaUans knd our own countrymen. Prpvisions also 
* were offered for dale in abundance ; and besides beef 
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and miittont whidi were made up into little round 
balls, weighing about an ounce and three-^juarters 
eacfh^ and presented not the most delicate or tempt- 
ing appearance, we observed an imimen^te quantity. 
of rats, mice, and lizards, dressed and undressed, m 
having their skins on, and arranged in rows. 

I met with and purchased a very curious and sin- 
gular kind of 6tone in the markets The natives in- 
formed us that it was dug from the earth, in aJtoun- 
try called Iffie^ which is stated to be " four moons'" 
journey from Katunga, where, according to their tra^ 
ditiont their first parents w^re created, and from 
whence all Africa has been peopled. Ignorant of 
mineralogy^ as 1 am of most otner sciences, I aih 
unacquainted with the nature and properties of the 
stone shaded tp^ and therefore I gneye to sa^ I am 
iniiapable of givm^ a scientific description of^it. It 
consists of a vanetyof little transparent stones, 
white, green, and every shade of blue, all imbedded 
in a species of clayey earth, resembling roug)i xaie^ 
saic work. 

On my return from this visit, and since writing the 
first part of to^y'd joiAnal, Ebo came to us With 
the news that a body of Fal&tahs from Soccatoo had 
arrived at the Maussa, which is a river dividing Yar- 
riba from Borgoo, and that they had attacked a 
towh on its borers, through which our route Ues^« 

Therefore, continued Ebo, the Yioonie messenger 
will of necessity be compelled to wait here till au- 
thentic intelligence be received of the truth or false- 
hood of the ruinonr before he sets out on his mis- 
sion to Kidma ; this will take three dsiys,. at the end 
of which the fact will certainly transpire, and the 
man will immediately be despatched on his errand. 

It appears to us not a little strange, that the day 
ifter our arrival here the Falatahs should so oppqr^ 
tunely attempt the seizure of a town through which 
we are to pass $ and that information of the ap- 
proach of an enemy so greatly dreaded should not 
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kaTer^ach^ this place at an eailkr pioriod, when 
news of BO moment whatever flies timmgfa the 
country with tbe swiftness of>an arrow from a bow* 
We imagine that it Is only a feint of Mansolah to 
detain ud here longer than- we desire, and mitil the 
rains shall have render^ the road lioapracticable. 
It is possible that we may bet nnjust in our suspicion ; 
tint nlany circamstances appear to confirm it. 

Sunday 9 May 16<A«— As it is the Sabbath, we have 
confined oursehres to-day within doors, in order to 
employ it in the most proper manher that circum- 
stances' permit. Ebo has visited us, under various 
pretences, several times since morning ; and has 
had the doorway which leads to the women's apart- 
teents^ dosed up with mortar; alleging as a reason* 
that he was convinced the curiosity of his women 
was troublesome to us. But the truth of the matter 
is, that he %as been induced to block up the commo- 
nication from the yard^ nnder- an apprehension that 
our attendants mi^t interfinre with his domestic 
airrang^ements, by prying into the secrets of his se- 
ra^io; We have li&ewise been favoured with the 
company of several HiUissa' mallams, who, notwith- 
standing the iriuome restraint to which they are 
subjected by the jealousy of the kipg and his people, 
are content to reniain S9 iar from, their native coun- 
try, and reside among strangers and pagans as km^ 
as they live. ^ Whether, the priests have taken this 
step purely from retiffions motives, or, which is the 
more likely reason of the two, that they have exiled 
themselves from their home and families, for the 
mere purpose of being enriched at the eipense of the 
creduUiy and ignorance of the inhabitants, we havie 
been unaUe to discover. At all events, the inten- 
tions of these missionaries are effeetudly concealed 
under a cloak of piety and devotion ; iuid thus thev 
are tolerated.by the common consent of the monarch 
and his subj^ts; It rained incessantly for several 
lionrs this momiAg. 
. 3fon<2ftyi Jlfay 17^^.— Besides presents to the king 
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and his chief etinnch, it is expected that something 
will be given to three "head-men," as they are styled, 
who advise with the prince and lead his soldiers to 
battle. Previous to visiting their habitations jfor this 
purpose, Ebo informed me that it was necessary to 
carry the intended presents for the ipspection of his 
master, that nothipg mi^ht be given tnem but such 
articles as would obtain hi* approbatidn ^id consent. 
This was accordingly done, and Miuisolah saw no^ 
thing objfectionajble in the goods which we have se- 
lected. As evening drew near, I rode to the resi- 
dence of the head-men, by eachof whom I was well 
received; and they accepted their presents with 
abundance pf thanks. Their huts were larger and 
more carefully built, and their yards more commo- 
dious than even those of the kmg,— all kept in ex- 
cellent order, .clean and neat. TlS iiead-men are in 
much more affluent circtimstances th^ their neigh- 
bours ;-^hey have numerous wives, and large f ocks 
of sheep -and goat^, in which the wealth of the na- 
tives principally consists. A^oat and two large 
pots of country* beer were laid at my feet; and 
after explressing my acknowledgments 1 retulned 
home. 

We are of opinion that it would require a long 
residence in this country, and a perfect acquaintance 
with its language, to enable a foreigner to form a 
correct judgment bf its la^si manners, customs, and 
institutions, as well aS its religioit and the form and 
•nature of its government. So innumerable ajfe the 
^mistakes which the smattering of ignorant native 
interpreters never fails to occasion, that we despair 
of getting much accurate information on any of these 
heads. We can only answer for what w0 see. Per- 
haps few despots suUy their dignity by condescend- 
ing to consult the inclinatiojti of their subjects, in 
personally communiciating to them their most pri- 
vate as well as public concerns. Yet the sovereign 
of Yarriba appears to be so obliging as to m£^e this 
^ common practice^ In retum«liowever, the peopla 

P2 
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are expected and compelled to satiify the euriositf 
of their; prince by adopting a similar line of eoudod 
towaras nim ; and all the presents they receive front 
strangjers, how trifling soever they mayhe^ are,, in 
ey^ry instance, taken to his residence for inspection. 
Ev6ry thing, indeed, that relates to their personal 
interests, aid all their domestic concerns, h« listens 
to witii the most patrtq§chal gravity. Thus oar 
preseht to the king has be^n exMbited to his peo|de 
two or three times ^ Ebo's also,.and^ose of the 
head-men, have been shown to them as well as to 
their sovereigar The common people were all 
anxious to know whether, among the other thin^p 
the^ had received, we had ^ven their king or his 
mipisters any coral; and their curiosity was injUBO- 
diately gratified without hesitation or remark. If a 
strange from ajremote part of the empire wishes 
to visit Katunga, in order to pay his respects to hi9 
sovereign, thef chie^f or governor of'eyenr town 
throuffh which he may happen to*pass, is'obuged to 
furnisn him .with any number of carriers he may re* 
quire ; and in this manner his goods are conrejjred 
from village to village, iintil he arrives at the capitaL. 
A similar indulgence is likewise extended to any 
governor who ma^ have the like object in view. 

The most laughable mistakes are frequently made 
here by one of pur Baddgrian messengers, — ^who acts 
also as i^terp)reter,-^as regards the gender and rela- 
tionship of individuals, such as father for motiier, 
son for daughter, boy for girl, and vice versd* He 
informed us to-day that a brother of his; who was 
the friend of Ebo, and residied with him, begged our 
peri^ission to come to see us ; of course we expected 
to 9ee a gentleman of some consequence enter our 
yard ; but to our surprise the brother proved to 1^ an 
old shrivelled woman, neither more nor less than 
one of the eunuch's wiVes. 

Tuesday, May 18M. — ^About three years ago» 
Adooley, the Baddgrian chief, despatched a messen- 



ger with a valuable present to^tfae King of Katnnfa^ 
requesting the latter to forward him on his journey 
to Benin, as he had some little business to transact 
with the, sovereign of that e^te. The man, how- 
ever, purloining for his .o^yn use the principal part 
of the articles intrusted to him, delivered a bottle 
of mm only to Mansolah with a false message— 
and, instead of proceeding on- his errand^ took up his 
abode in one of the towns between this city and 
Bad^igry. Adooley wondered at the ^enceandex- 
traordinai^ delay of his messenger, and sent a man 
in our tram to the king, to ascertain what was be^ 
come of him. The preceding answer has been re- 
turned, with the addition that Mansolah had ma4e 
the man a present of fifteen sheep, and distinguished 
him in a rety particuliMr manner. Every one here 
appears uneasy at the very mention of Benin ; and 
though we have endeavoured by various indirect' 
means to ascertain the number of days it would take 
a person to travel thither from Katunga,. evasjf e or 
equivocating answers are the utmost we can obtain ; 
one .of the people asserting that the journey might 
easily be accomplished in twelve day^i and another 
declaring, a moment afterward, that it would occupy 
a period of not lessihan four modiths. As to tho 
reason of all this jealous «.|»rehen8ion we have not 
been ^ble exactly to mskirnp our minds. These 
particular evasions might be considered as a- pnmish- 
ment.whicb the Yarribeans thought fit toinflict upon 
strangers when they evince more than usual cu- 
riosity for information respecting a rival and detested 
power. But, in truth, nothing seems, to be a greater . 
grievance to the natives than the answering of any 

Jl^uestions whiph are put to them, be. they never so 
amiliar and unimportant. They dislike, nay, abhor 
to do it ; and instead of satisfying the inquirer, they 
study to mislead him by falsehood or misrepresenta- 
tion. This strange aversion is entertained by the 
pn9ee u well as by the meanest of his, subjects; 
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bat rstber than offend as, when we are unccnucionsly 
QyeHnquisitiye about any little matter, Ebo answers 
for his monarch ' and companions by shaking his 
head, and saying, ** Ask no questions.'* 

Katunga has by no t^ans answered the expecta- 
tions we had becfn led to, form of it, either as regards 
its prosperity, or the number of its inhabitants. The 
vast plam also on i^hich it stands, although exceeding^ 
fine, yields in verdure and fertility, and pimple beau^ 
of appearance, to the dehghtful country surrounding 
the less celebrated city of B6hoo. Its market is 
tolers^ly well supplied with provisions, which are, 
however, exceedii^ly dear ; insomuch, that With ifaa 
exception of disgustmg insects, reptiles, arid vermin^ 
the lower classes of the people are almost unao* 
i^ainted with the taste of animal food. * 

Owing to the s^rt time we have beeninthe coud* 
try, which has been employed chiefly v in travelling' 
from town to town, the manners of tne people have 
not sufficiently uirfoi,ded themselyes to our observa- 
tion; so that we are unable to- epeak of them with 
confidence « yet, the few opportunities we have had 
of studying their ^characters and dispo^aftions induce 
us to believe that they are a simple, honest, inofien* 
sive, but weak, timid, and cowardly race. They 
seem to have no sociali^ndemess, very few of tho6# 
amiable private virtues which woidd win our afiec<!> 
iion, and none of thjose public 4|uahtios that claim 
respect or command admiration. , The love of coun- 
try is not strong enough in their bosoms tp incite 
them to defend it against the irregula^ incur»oo8 of 
a despic2d)le foe; and of the active energy, noble 
sentiments^ and contempt of danger whidh distin- 
guish the North American trit)e&, and other savages^ 
no traces are to be found among this slothful peo^e. 
Eegardless of the past as reckless of the future the 
present alone influence^ their actions. In this re- 
spect they approach nearer to the nature of the brate 
i^xeatioji than perhs^ aii^ ojtherpecple on the (a4^ 
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of tha gldbe. Thoogfa tiie bare mention of an enemy 
makes the pusillwumous Mansolah and his unwariike^ 
subjects trepable in every limb) ^ey take noi kneasures 
to prevent whole bands of skangers from locating in 
the ftiesi provinces of the empire^ much less do ^hey 
think of expe^ng: them s^r they have made those 
provinces their own. To this unpardonable indiiTer- 
fllce to the {»ibUc interest, and neglect of aU thi^ rules 
of prudence and common sense, ifrowing the- progress 
which the Fal&tahs have made in gaining over to 
thMoselvea a powerful party, consisthig of individ- 
uals fron^ various nations in, the interior, who had 
emigrateid to this country ; and the great and uniform 
success which has atten^d all their ambitious pro* 
Jects* They are now effectually and fhmly seated 
in the very centre of the kingdom ; they have in- 
trenched themselves ki stiTong walled towns; and 
faeive recently forced from Mansolah a declaration 
of their independence, while this negligent and im^ 
becile monarch, beholds ^em jawing away the 
very sinews of his strength, without making the 
sligntest exertion to apjAy a i^medy to the evil, or 
prevent their future aggrandizement. Besides Rdka^ 
which is peopled whoQy by Falitahs, who have 
strengthened it amaaeinglyi and rendered it exceed* 
ingly p<^>u)ou8, ano^er town of prodigious size has 
lately sprung into being, which already far -surpasses 
Katunga in wealth, population, and extent. It was 
at ftrst resorted to by a.parhr of Fal^tahs, who 
named it AJMe^ and encoutaged all the ^aves in the 
country to 0ee fiom the oppression of their masters, 
and join fiieir standai^. lliey Reminded the slaves 
of the constraint under which they laboured, and 
tempted them by an offer of freedom and protection 
and other promisee of the inost extravagant nature, 
to declare' themselves independent of Yarriba. Ac- 
oordiittly, the discontented many miles Eound eagerly 
flodced to A16rie in considerable numbers, where 
l^werelfrellreedved. This took place as te back 
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ii* forty y;edr9^ since which^ other Fal^ah? have 
jmned their coudtrymen from Soccatoo and Rahba ; 
and notwithstanding the vna^ (if hmtuai l^dnappin^ 
deserves the name) in whieh they have been engaged 
in the support andtnaintenance of their cause, Al6rie 
is become by far the largest and most flourishine 
city in Yarriba^ not even excepting the capital itseUl 
It is ^aid to be tw'o days' journey*— that is, forty or 
fifty miles, in circumference,^and to be fortified by a 
strong clay wall with moats. The -inhabitants have 
now vast herds and flocks, and upwards of three 
thousand horses; which last will appear a very 
coQSiderable number, when it is considered' that 
Katui^ does not contain more than as many 
hundreds. The population of A16rie has never 
been estimated, but it idust be immense; lately, it 
has been declared independent of Yarriba,*^ and its 
inhabitants are permitted to trade with the natives 
of the country, on condition that no more Fal4tahs 
be suffered to enter its ^alls. It is governed by 
twelve rulers, each of a mfferent nation, and all of 
equal, povirer ; the Faldtah chief not having more in- 
fluence or greater sway than the others. RAkdin 
but one days' journey north-east of Katunga; and 
Akhie three days' journey to the south-west. The 
party of Falitahs which was reported to have taken 

Sissession/of a Yarriba town on the banks, of the 
oussa are said to have abandoned it, and to have 
joined their oountr)rmen in Rika. This intelligence 
has been brought hither by market people, no one 
having been sent by the kii^ to ascertain the number 
of the adventiu-ers, cfr the object Of theiir visit. 

Wtdn^day, May 10<A. — The king has sent us no- 
thing since the day of our arrival; and the present 
then given was disgraceful in the extreme, as coming-^ 
from the mgnarch of a large and mighty kingdom. 
His treatment of ^the late Captain Clapperton waui 
idtogethei the reverse of this : a bullock was sent 
turn inuidediately after the first interview, and it live 
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gontj or something equivalent^ ^^▼e17 d«y tiQ his de* 
parture, Which included ^ period little short of seven 
we^ks. ' Nor, in other respects^ has the condUbt of 
Mansolah been such as to give us pleasure ( but we 
can no otherwise account for this than by st^posing 
cr^r present to have fallen far short of his eiq)ecta* 
tionS) and so failed to awaken those good'naluTed 
qualities which were displayed at sight of the infi- 
nitely hiore valuable as well as showy one of Ciqptain 
Clapperton. But whaitever n^ay be the reason of it, 
certain it is that Mansolah and his subjects have seen 
quite enough of white men ; and that the ^turous 
exultation which glowed/ in* the cheeks of the first 
European that visited this couAtry on being gazed at, 
admired, caressed^ and almoi^t worshipped as a goidi 
«—joi^®d to the delightful coilsciousness of his own 
unmeasurable superiority^ wiU^ in the present age at 
least, never be experience by any other^ .&ui! 
what a misfortune ! Hie eager cunosity of tbe nVi- 
tives has been glutted by satiety,-^a European is 
shamefully considered no ipore than a man! and 
hereafter, without doubt, he will be trested entirely 
ss such; so that, on coming to this city, he must 
make up his mind to sigh a bitter farewell to i^oat's 
flesh and n^utton, and familiarize his palate to greater 
delicacies^ such as lizards, rats^ and locusts, cater- 
pillars, and other dainties^ whidi the natives roast, 
grill, bake, and boil, and which he may wash down, 
if he pleases^ with draughts d mtlk-white water, 
the only beverage it will be in his power to obtain. 

I was desired by a messenger this morning to visit 
the king at his residence, and on my arrival there, 
found a great number of people assembled together. 
The object' of this summons was explained )jj £bo, 
who saicl I had been sent for to see that the present 
he (the eunuch) had received should be shown to 
the people without any •reservation whatever. It 
was accordingly spreaa out on^ the floor, togetl^er 
witfei the king's. Even a bit of English brown so^ 
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wMdi we had just before fiTen to £bo, wu exhibiled 

along with the other thii^s^ for so ' great a degree 

of je^ousy exists among &e ewiiicht and olhersy 

mridng from the apiMrefaensicHi that one might have 

received more than another^ that £bo himself^ pow^ 

erftd as* he iis, wonld dread the effects of it on his 

own person, should he be fomid to have concealed a 

single thing. They all, in fact^ endea,Tpiir to disarm 

ceni^tire by an appearance of openness and sincerity.' 

Thurgday^ May 20t^— Last hight^.to ourinfinitt 

surprise and pleasure, Ebo entered our yard in a 

creai.hurry, with the agsseable iniormatton that the 

king had consented to our ^epartiire on Fiiday 

mondngy and that he^ wouki wirii us to get our 

tliingB in readiaesis by that time. . So oonfident had 

we been that we should be unalde to start hence for 

a mont^ to come, at the shortest, that we not ooly 

sowed cress and onion-^eed the day aAer our arrival 

Whieh are afaready spnngin^ up, but had aetiially 

made up our minds to abide here during the ^o&- 

tinuance of the rains^ But now we ai;e in belies of 

reaching Yioorie in twelve. or fourteen days; and 

intend to remain in that cit];^a short time, before 

proceeding farther into the interior* The only 

drawback to our pleasure is the' misfortune of hav^ 

ing all our horses sick, which may seriously incon* 

venience us in our progress. , . • 

The old route to Kiima is considered so danger- 
ou&,.that it is understood we are to be 'wpoX back to 
Atoopa, which is *two long days' Jo^nley from tbia 
city, and thence proceed en a safer pathi Al- 
though we now requlpe but five men, besides our 
own, to carry the higgage, the k^ a^rui^es and 
hesitates to 8i:q)ply us even with these, and the 
youngest of our Jenna mb^sengers has been nomi- 
nated to fill the place of one of them. We are teM 
that it is on account of the vast unmiber of pec^le 
that have emigrated from Katunga to lUka and Al6rie 
that a sttfl&cient number dfearrieracaniiot he pi|pocuni 
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fer U8 ; but in so large a place as 1^$, where twcH 
thirds of the population are slaves, this reason seems 
quite ridiculous^ and we suspect the real one is t}ie 
same original sin— the humble character of our pres-i 
ent. The king, however, has promised to take his 
farewell of us to-moirow mormng? and,^ thank God i 
our health is so far established that we hope «Odnto 
accomphsh the object of our undertaking, and return 
in safety to old England. / , 

Friday, ifeTay 2U/.— »Infft0ad of avisit from tie king; 
ivhichv^re were yesterday told he was to honour us 
with, w6 were requested this morning to repair to 
his residence. Accordingly, haying first saddled our 
horses and packed iip the luggage, betwe^^ six and 
seven o'clock,* A. M. we • walked together to the 
toyai pfehiises. On our arrival we were introduced! 
without any ceremony, into a private yard, wherein 
the king had been patiently waiting our coming for 
Spme' time previously. He was rather plainly 
dressed in the costume of the countiT»'^"*n^6ly, a 
tobe, trousers^ ind sandalii^ with a cap very much 
tesembfing in shape • those which were worn by 
elderly ladies in the time of Queen Elizabeth, and 
Which are still retained by some in the more remote 
parts of Englajid. On his right ,(he eunuchs were 
fepo^lng their hug^e limbs on the ground, with sevend 
of the elders of the people; and. his left was graced 
by a Circle of his young wives, behind whom sat the 
widows of more tnan one of his predecessors, many 
of whom appeared a^d. A perforin^r on a whistle 
was the only iiiusician present, so that, during a very 
long inter%iew, a little whistling how and then was 
the only aipusiement which the prince could afford 
us. A good deal of discussion ensued, and much 
serious whisperkig between the monarch and his 
Wives, in the course of which both parties qi^itted 
the yard two or three times to hold a. private con^ 
ference, ioHowed by tl^ eunuchs with their hands 
cltisped on their breasts^ Ma&sols^ uX> length 

Vol. L — Q 
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serapefd togiethet twa thousand c<rwi3e8, (about three 
shiUiAj^ and sixpence of bur money), livhiehhe pre- 
sentea to the four men that had accompanied us 
from Badigry and Jenna as messengers, guides, 
&c., to enable them topi|[rchase provisions ou their 
journey homeward. This sum had. been collected 
from among the king's wives, each lutving con- 
tributed a portion, because their lord and master did 
not happen to be in a Hberal mood. Poor souls S 
they possess scarcely, the shadow of royalty; much 
less the substance ; the exterior forms of respect 
which they: receive from the male portion pf the 
people done distinguishing them from theirless iUus* 
trious ^joUntrywonveh:^ They are compelled to work 
in order to provide themselves food and clothii^^, 
and besides which part of the earnings is applied to 
the king^ use. To •eQect these objects they are ne- 
cessitated to make long and painful JQumeys to dis- 
tant parts of the^ empire, for the purpose of trading. 
They have, however, the privilege of travelling fironi 
town to town without bemg subjected, to the usual 
duty, and can command the. use of the governpt^a 
house wherever they go. The boasted industry qf 
ancient queens and, (Mrmcesses in more classic re- 

Sons sinks into nothing whep compared to the 
borious life which is led, by th^ female branch 
of t^e royal family of Yarriba. 

Mansolah, after some time,heckoned to us to draw 
near him, for we were sitting at some distance on a 
bundle of sticks, and With a most benevolent smile 
playing upon his wi^kl^ features, he"^ slowly and 
wi& great solemnity placed a goora-nut in the right 
hand of each of us, and then as^ed our names. 
** Richard and John," we replied. " fiichard-«e and 
John-ee,'* said the king, for he- was unable to into- 
nounce our Christian names without affixing a vowel 
to the end Qt them, *^^you may now sit down again.** 
We did so, and remauied in that posture till we were 
both completdy wearied, when we desired Ebo iQ 
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ask the king'^s permission for us to go home to 
breakfast, which was granted without rductance. 
So, haying shaken hands heartily with .the good old 
man, and wished him ^ very loog and happy reign, we 
bade lum farewell for the last time, bowed to the 
ladies, and returned wi^ all haste to our hut. 
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1)M«rture flrom KatUMa— Difflcoltiei with the Carrien-Mwridami of 
Atoopft— Town of Keo^bee— Curiosity of tbe Natives— Ttte Pal4tab 
Town of Aeba— Charaoter of its Inbabltantfl— The€k>Temor of Keoaheo 
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GoNsmiiAiLE time elapsed before the carriers were 
ready to take up their loads, and much murmuring 
was oeeasioned.by their size and weight. We then 
left the city, and returned to Eetchd by the way we 
had come. One of our horses became so weak on 
the road, that he was unable to carry his rider (old 
Pascoe),'SO that we were ot^ged to urive him along 
before us, which was a tiresome and unpleasant oc- 
cupation. The joun^ey from Katunga is long, and, 
owing to the mgge^ess of the path; is very fati- 
guing; and as we were much in advance of the remain- 
der of the party^ we halted at Eetcholee until ther 
joined us. Here we let our horses graze, partook 
of some beer and other refreshment; and sat down 
on the turf to ^njoy.ourselves^ for the day had been 
sultry and the heat oppressive^ and our whole party 
were nearly exhausted. 

Saturday^ May 23J.— The Katunffa carriers all 
complained of pains in their limbs this morning, and 
on reaching Leoguaddoy whieh lies midway between 
Eejfccho and Atoopa^ thiey placed their burdens pn 
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the groui]49 and, to a man, «toiitly.refii8ed to taka 
them any farther till to-morrow. Our own mea 
ahtOt who were 8till more heavily laden than they, 
had suffiBred, .so much from the long aiid irksome 
Jjdumcy' of yesterday, partieidarly Jowdie, who is 
the strongest and most athletic of them all, that we 
greatly feared they would have been ts^en seriously 
ill on the road. We therefore lightened their bur- 
dens, and distributed a portion /)f what we had taken 
out of them, into the boxes, &c., of theiv already 
overladen' Katunga associates, vnthout, however, 
permitting the latter to know any thing of the circum-p 
stance. .Among the carriers was a very Uttle jnan, 
called Oazherie (small man) on account of his diminr 
utive stature ; he was, notwithstanding, very muscur 
lar, and possessed uncommon strength, activity, and 
vigour of body, and bpre a package contiuning our 
tent, Ac, which, though very heavy, was yet % far 
the lightest load of Uie whole.- Conceiving that 
corporal strength, radier than bulk or height, should^ 
in this case, he taken into account, a bag' of shot, 
weighing 28 lbs. was extraeted from Jowdie's Wts- 
den, and. clandestinely added to- his. l^e little man 
trudged along merrily Without dreaming of the fraud 
that had been practised on him, till we arrived within 
a short distance of licoguadda, when, imagimng tha^ 
one end of the tent felt much heavier than the 
other, he was indticed to take it from his head, and 
preisently discovered the che^t,.fpr the bag having 
oeen thrust simply inside the covering, it could be 
seen without unlacing the package.. He was much 
enraged.it bemg thus deceived, and called his com-* 
panions jaround him to witness the fact, and said he 
was resolved to proceed nq farther than Leoguadda. 
He then succeeded in persuading them to foflow hl6 
example, and thus a kind of combmation was instantly 
formed against us. 

As is usual with us on entering a villag6» we rested 
^ }itt}e whi}e pnde^ ^ shatdy tree in i^oguaddai 
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and here we were presenQv surrounded tirthe mur- 
muring carriers^ with the little man at tneir head. 
They were furioiis at first, and gave us to understand 
that they would gq no farther, and were determined, 
let the consequence be what it mig^ to remain 
in the town an night Leoguadda contained no ac- 
commodattohs whatever for us ; a storm seemed to 
be gathering over oiir heads; and Atpopa "was ^e 
town in which the King of Katunga had adVised us 
to spend the night. We resolved, therefore, to go 
on td that town, and strenuously endeavoured, by 
gentle lineails, to bring over the carrier^ to our viewsf 
but these faihng, we resorted to their own mode of 
argument, namely, fierce looks, violent actiod, vo#< 
ciferous bawling, and. expressive gesture, which in- 
timidated them so much,- that, they snatched up their 
burdens without saying a word, and ran away with 
alacrity and Igfoed-humour.^ •These earners' are to 
accompany us as far.as the frontier town of the l^ing- 
dom. 

It is market-day at Atobpa, and at a distance of 
some miles from the toWn the hum of human voices 
could be distinctly heard. ' Just after our arrival, a 
man of note, who is a public singer and dimcer, stood 
before the door of our hut to entertain' us with a 
specim^i of his abilities ; and he entered with so 
much warmth and ^igility into the spirit of his pro- 
fession, that his whimsicaiperformance really afforded 
ns much diversion. The musician had two as- 
sistant drummers in his train, whose instruments 
were far from being unmusical, and likewise several 
other meh, whose part was to keep time br clapping 
with their hands. The dancing was excellent of its 
kind, and resen^hled more the European style than* 
any we had before seen in the country. The sing- 
ing was equally good, the voices of me men being 
clear and agreeable > they sang the responses, and 
likewise itocompanied the chanting of their master 
urUk Hieir voices j indeed, tiiey performed their part 
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of tlie sotArtajnniBltt lo.admiiation. A faliiie (k 
Btnaller number thaii a ^qffleyj df mercnants left 
Atoopa yesl«rday for KUnia, and it.i? jiJtelythal we 
BhaJl overtake thenj at the nejjttowiv 

We omitted to mention ia yesterday's jounial, 
tbat to our inRnile astonish rnent vie saw a middLe-' 
aged woman sitting oh ,the road-Nide, the colour of 
whose skin was naturally as twight a red as a piece 
of our own scarlet ctoth, We were iafcRmed tlut 
she was in good health i but we were in too great a 
hurry to ask her any queetiooB, or take a nearer 
view.of her peisoa(iiidaed,^urgiiLde seemed much 
disinclined to go within a hundred, yards of heri 
She was a most singular-looking being. 

Stuiday, May 2Bd. — Thougli our horses were this 
iQomiQg in a veiy-weak condition, aiid aU looked 
extremely somwrul, yet we tjuitted ^toopa at aft 
early hour and in gpo4 spirits; an^ Journeying in a 
westerly direction, in two hours*' Um^ we entej^ed % 
lively UtUe walled town, called Bumhum. Here wa 
dismounted, and took a ^ghtiefreshment of parched ' 
com. and water, on the trunk of a - faJiea tree, 
Bumbum'is agreatthoroughfaref"- <"-•-"- — '" — 
cHantSi trading ffom Hiussa, B 
countrieB, to Goqia; and consetjui 
tityof land is cultivated in its vici 

S'ams, to supply them with provis 
his town, our course altered to N. 
BO till our ^irrival at the large an 
of Keeihte, which is on the frontie 
find distant from Atoopa only ab 
It is Burroundgd by a double stroa 
in an excellent situation,' as a plac 
the attacks of an enemy. Beforei 
and at tbe distance of a mile f 
through a clean, extensive, and 
Tal&tah village, called Acba, whic 
places in Yarriba inhabited by 
•tQi^Bd will) slieep sn^ catUe, 



A governor of Keeshee died only ten dnys ago ; 
^nd we were well received by his successor, who is 
an elderly and tespectable-looking man. Shortly 
after our arrival, he sent us a present bf a^ine young 
buUocky a. quantity of yams, and more than^ a gallon 
of excellent strong beer. In the centre Of the town: 
there is »high stony hiU, almost covered with trees 
of stunted growth, to which, in ease of invasion by 
an enemy, the inhabitants fly for refix^e. . As soon 
as they haVe reached it& summit, it is borne, say 
they< Oy a supernatural powet beyond the cknids, 
where it remains till the danger is over. Some years 
have elapsed since this miracle last took place, yet 
the story is told with a serious belief of its truth, and 
with the moat amusing gravity.. About a quarter of 
a mile to the north-east of this marvellous hill ri^s 
another, which v^ry much resembles it in shape and 
fippearance ; but the latter is rather larger and higher, 
and overlooks the country for many miles' round, 

A great number of emigiran^ from different coun-» 
tries reside here t there are not a fi^ fioni Borgoo, 
Nou0ie, H^ussa, and Bomqu, and two or- three 
Tu&ricks, froip the borders of the Great Desert. To 
the west oJT the town is a picturesque hill of a gentle 
ascent, on which are several small hamlets. . These 
hamlets have a rural and eminently beautiful appear* 
ance. In no town through which we hiive hitherto 
travelled h^ve we seen so many Une tall men and 
good-looking women, ^as at this place';' yet several 
individuals of both s^xes^ are to be met wfth who 
have lost the sight of onie.eye, and others who have 
unseemly wens on t^e throat, as lar^e as cocoanuts. 
We have likewise seen a cripple, to-day for the first 
time, «nd a female dwarf whose height scarcely exi* 
ceeds. thirty inches, and whosei appearance bespeak^ 
her to be between thirty. and forty years of age. 
Her head is disproportionably large to the size of 
her body; her features, like her voice, are harsh, 
masculine, and unpleasant in th^ extreme. It Mrould 
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be ridicu]oii9 to be afraid of fuch a dhniimtire thing'; 
yet there was an expression in her countenance so. 
peeuliarly repulsive^ unwomanly, ajid-hidebud, thtft 
oi| tier approaching our* but,, I felt a very unusual 
and dicfagreeable sensation steiU over me. De^rip* 
tions of an elf or a black dwarf in the '^Anftnan 
Nights' Entertainments,** or. modem EuroJ;)ean ro- 
mances; would serve well to portray the form and 
lineaments of this singular iittte beings 

' This is a market-day here, and I took a walk this 
evening to the place where the market is held ; but 
the crowd that gatheted iiound mfe was so great, as 
to compel me to return home much sooner than I 
had intended. If I happened to stand stiU even for 
a moment, the people pressed by thousands to get 
cdose to me; and if I attempted to fl[o on, they tum- 
bled one over another to get out of my way, over- 
turned standings and calabashes,, threw down their 
owners, and. spattered their property about in aU di- 
rections. Smiths welcomed me by ciadhing* their 
iro|i tools against each Others ana ^drummers by 
thumping vi<dently upon one end of thebr instru- 
ments. A few women and diildren rian from me in 
a fright; but the majority, less 4imid, ai^roached 
as nea^ as they could to catch a gliinpse of the firet 
white Dfian they hajd ever seen. My appearance 
seemed to interest them amazingly, for they tittered 
and wished me'^well, and turned about tp titter again. 
On retumiag, the crowd became more dense than 
ever, and drove aH before them like a torrent. Dogs, 
goats, she^p, and poultry' were /borne along against 
their will, which terrified thcfm so much, that nothing 
Could be heard but .noises of the most lamentable 
description; children screamed, dogs' yelled, sheep 
and goats bleated most pileonsly, and (owls cackled 
and fluttered frpm among the crowd. And hapf»y 
indeed was I to shelter myself from ail this uproar 
in our own yard« whither the multitude dared not 
follow. 
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*The widows of the decreased chief of Keeshee 
4aily set apart a jMjrtion pf th0 ^wenty-lbur hpvirjs to 
cry for their bereavement, and p? ay to their gods. 
They bep^an this evening in the same sad, mournful 
tone iHfhich is commonly he^rd pn similar occasion^, 
all over the cduntry. We asked our interjireter 
why the women grievei so bitterly,^ He answered 
quickly^ " What matter i they laugh dire^ctly ;" so I 
suppose they cry from habit rather than from 1*eeU 
ing; and tbaV th6y can shed tears and be merry in 
the Same breath, whenever they please. About 
seven o'clock this evening;, we heard! a public crier 
proclaiming, with a loud voice, that ^should any one 
oe discovered straggling dhout the streets after ;that 
hour, he would be seized and put to death. Many 
houses in the town have lately been set on fire by 
incendiaxies^ and this^mpst likely has ^veja rise to 
the above precautionary measure, 

Monday,' May 24/A..^We have been conipjelled to 
remain here to-day, through the goverjjbr's inability 
to procure us carriers for the luggage. The number, 
of people who have visited us to-4ay.has been so 
great, and their company so irksome, that we were 
perplexed for some time how ta get rid xif them 
without oifence. One party. in psuticular was so 
linple^^saht, and they so seriously ^hcoifiimoded us, 
that we had recourse to the unusual ei^pedient of 
smoking them off, by.kmdling a' fire at the door 
Of our hut, before vlrhich they were sittijig* It sue* 
ceeded agreeably to our wishes, 

A company of wop^eii and girls from the Faldta)^ 
village of Acba, impelled by a curiosity so natural to 
their sex, came likewise to see us in the afternoon^; 
but thjsir society, instead of being disagreeable, as 
the company of aU our ot)ier visiters proved to be, 
was hailed by us with pleasure^ For these females 
are so rnodest and so retiring, and evince so mucl^ 
native delicacy in their whok behaviour, that they 
jexc^ted in us the highest respect. Their persoo4 
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aftractions are no led9 winning. . They have fine 
' spar^ling^ jetty eyes, with ejfelashes 'dark and glossy 
as the raven's plume. Their features are: agreeable, 
although their complexions are tisiwny. Their gen- 
eral form is elejjfant, their hands small and delicate ; 
and the peculiar deanliness of their persons, and 
nbatness of dress adiied to these, rendered their so- 
ciety altogether as desirable as thaf of their neigh- 
Dours was disagreeable! 

The FaMtahs inhabiting Acba were aU bom and 
bred in that town. Their ancestors settled in the 
pountry at so' demote a pjetiodr that,^ although we 
inade inqtdries respecting it> our questions were un- 
avsuling, and, in fact, not even a tradition has been 
preserved on the Subject. These ** children of the 
soil** lead a harmless, tranquil, and sober life, which 
they never suffer passiug events to disturb. They 
have no ambition to join their more restless and en- 
terprising-countrymen who have tnade themselves 
masters of Aldrie and Raka, nor even to meddle in 
the private or public concerns of their near neigh-^ 
bours .of Keeshee. Indeed they have kept them- 
selves apart and distinct from all ; they have retained 
the language of 'their fathers iand the simplicity of 
their manners^ and their existence gUdes serenely 
and happily away^ In the enjoyment of the domestic 
pleasures and social tenderness which are found in 
civilized society, and which are unknown among 
their roving countrymen. They a^e on the best 
IK>ssible terms with their neighbours, like the Fali- 
tahs at B6hoo, an(| by them they are held in great, 
respect.' 

The governor of Keeshee is a Borgoo man, and 
boasts of being the bosom friend of YarrO, chief of 
Kidma ; but as theold man told us many wonderful 
stories of the number of towns under his' sway, his 
amazinff power, great influence,' and the entire sub- 
jection m which Ms own people were kept by his own 
good government, all of which we listened to with 
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patiencjB^ we «re inclined to believe that the govern^ 
OT*s pretensions are as hollow as theyare improlm* 
ble4 As to his government, he gave us a specimen 
of it by bawling to a gronpof children that had fol* 
lowed our steps into the yatd to go about thieiir Im* 
siness. But every one in (his .country displays this 
ridiculous vanity ; and in most of the /owns we have 
visited, it was the first great care of their chiefs to 
impress on our ^inds an ides^ of ^their vast import- 
ance, which in mamy instances was refuted by their 
ragged tobes ^d squalid appearance. Yet, if th^ir 
own accounts are to be credited, their tiffluence am) 
power ace.uhbounded* , To this vainglorious feeling 
they sacrifice truth, which in inmost all cases.they 
highlv reverence, and make themselves truly ridicu'* 
lous by their absurdities* In Our case, however, 
they had white men and strangers to deal with ', and 
perhaps it is natural, among simple barbarians, to 
court admiration and applajiae, even though ihty em- 
ploy no other meana than exaggeration and false- 
hood. After a disal of talkiuff, much more indeed 
than we can now remember, the governor of Kee- 
shee begged the favour of a Uttle rum an4' medicine 
to heal ms Xoot, whicli is inclined to iswell and gii^e 
him pmn,; and requested that we would repair a gun 
which had been deprived of its stock by fire. He 
then sang ud a ditty in praise of elephants and their 
teeth, in ^hich he was assisted by his cane«bearen 
and afterward took his leave. We have received 
little presents of goora-nuts, salt, honey, mi-dadania 
butter, dec, from several of the inhabitants of the 
town. • It was new moon on Saturday, and fiom the 
rains which have since fallen, it is nkely that hence- 
forth we shall have i^uch wet weather. 

Tuesday 9 May ^5tL— Borne maUam^ imd others 
who wish to accompany us to Kitoa, whither they 
are going for th^ purposes of trade, persuaded Uie 
easy-mipdM governor last night to* defer getting us. 
carriers till to-morrow, because, (Oniooihf ihey are 



not prepared to travel to-^day^ ^Ve are thefefori^ 
obligpd to iawait the further pleasure <jf these influ- 
ential inerchaiits. - Thus balked in our expectations^ 
after our lu^^age I^ad all been packed up for piur 
staltirigv I e^eavotired to amuse myself early in 
the motning, by Scrambfii^ to the top of the high 
i^id steep hiU which stands in the middfe of the' 
toWu. In my jwrogress I disturbed a tiger-cat from 
his testreat amongt the rocks, but was rewarded for 
my labour by an extehsiye and .agreeable prospect 
froija the sumipit bf this mountain, which I found to 
consist of larpe blocks of white marble. Thfe town, 
with its dou1;de wall, perforated with holes for bow- 
men, to. sh€)ot through j lay at my feeti and several 
littl0 rural villages istudded the country on every 

The governor of KeesKee is sa, old aiftl infijrmV 
that it ij5 evidei^' h'^ has not iriany years to Uve. I 
gave Ijim a lotion yestetday for a swollen foot, which 
greatly elated one^or two of his attendants, and theit 
animated looks and gestures bespoke hearts over- 
flowing with ' grateful feelings,^ so much so indeed 
that we remarked the circumstani:^ as being of rare' 
occurrence.- This morning, a young man, one of' 
the number, visited us wfth a countenance so rueful, 
and spoke iii a tone so low and melancholy, that his 
whole, appearance was completely altered, i^somtich 
that we were desirous to kaxn what evil had be- 
falleu him. Tlie cause of it was spon explMned by 
his informing us that he would be doomed to die 
with two companions, as soon as their governor's 
dissolution shc^uld take plac^ ; and as the old man 
has already one foot ii> the grave, the poor fellow's 
sadiless was not to he wondered at. . When this 
same individual and his associates observed me §iv- 
^ irig the lotion to theiij m)ister yesterday, they ima* 
'gined'it would prolong his exist^ce, and cdnse- 
qu&ntly lengthen their own; ajlid hence arose that 
hurst of fe^ng whi^h had attracted our attention. 
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The p6cq)l6 here imairine we can do any thihgt 1^ 
more -especially that we are acquainted with,* and 
can cure, all the complaints and'dieordera to which 
man is liable. 

The goTeruor tolicited a charm of us to-day^ to 
preserve his house from the effects of firC) and cause 
him to become rich ; while one of his elderly wives 
made a doleful complaint of havingf been likely to 
become a mother for the last thirty years, and 
begfed piteously for medicine to promote and assist 
her accouchemetU. We could satisfy the old man 
easily erKnigh, but his wife's hypochondriacal com- 
plaint We conceived too dangerous to be meddled 
with by unprofessional hands. Poor woman, she is 
much to be pitied, ibr the odd delusion under which 
she has been labouring so long a time has given her 
considerable uneasiness, so that life itself has be^ 
come a burdep to her. All that we could do for her, 
was to sooth, her mind, by telhng her. that her dis- 
temper was very common, and not at all dangerous* 
and promising, that on our return thi^ way^^ should 
nothing transpire in her favour in the mean time, we 
would endeavour to remove the cause of her com- 
plaint. This comforted the aged matron exceedingly, 
and, in the fulness of her heart, she burst into t^ars 
of joy, dropped on lier knees to express her acknow- 
ledgment, and pressed us to accept of a couple of 
goora-nuts. 

Our engaging female friends, the Fakitahs, paid 
us a second visit this pornipg, with bowls of milk 
and foondi ; and in the evening a few of their male 
companions also came, and remained with us a con- 
aderable time. Both sexes displayed the same 
timid reserve- in our presence, and deported them- 
selves in the same respectful manner that they did 
yesterday. It appears that,the Faldtahs inhabiting 
Acba, though very numerous, are but one family, for 
we are told that their ancestor separated hii^self 
Uom bh friends, relatives, and acquaintanofss, and 

Toiu L— R 
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exilinff kkntelf fc^ ever from his naHre oovntfy, he 
traTelled hither with his wives pnd children, his 
^ok» and herds. The sons and dnughters of his 
descendants intermarry only among their own kin- 
dred ; and they are betrothed to each other in infancy 
and childhood. The little that I have seen of Fal4tahs 
in Yarriba has* convinced me that in all things they 
are much, vtry much superior to the loveless and 
unsocial proprietors of the «oiL Their counte- 
nances b<^speak more intelligence, and their' man- 
ners display less roughness and barbarism. The do- 
mestic virtues of tli^ Fal^tahs ^e also mo.^ affec- 
tionate and endearing, and their family regulations 
more! chaste and binding. 

Wednesday^ May 26/A. — ^We arose before sunrise 
this morning, and having little to do in the way of 
preparation for setting out« we took a haVty break- 
fast, and afterward went to pay our respects to the 
governor, and thank' him for his hospitality and good- 
ness to us. On retuniing to our lodgings, we had 
the p-easure of receiving the morning salutation of 
our fair friends tlie Faldtahs on bended knee. Re- 
solved to have another and a last chat with the white 
stransfers, these females had come for the purpose 
of offering us two calabashes of new milk. This, 
and former little acts of kindness,- which we have 
received from these datk-eyed maidens, have effect- 
ually won our regard, because we know they were 
disiiHerestedly dven ; and the few minutes which 
we have had the happiness of spending in their com- 
pany, and that of their countrymen, have redeemed 
many hours of listlessness and melancholy, which 
absence from our native country, and thought^ of 
bonis and friends, but top oflen excite in our breasts^ 
It was therefore not without a feeling of sorrow that 
we bade them adieu. For my own part, when they 
blessed me in the name of Alia and their prophet, 
and implored blessihgs on m^ head, and when I 
gazed' upon the faces of the smiple-hearted and io« 
nocent females who had so piously and ferventljr 
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invoked the benediction, with the consciousness of 
beholding Iheni no more in this life, my heart was 
touched with sorrow 4 for of all reflections, this is 

Certainly the most melancholy and dispiriting! 

• •- • 

" Ye, who have known whiit ?t i« to dote njion 
A few dear objects, will in aa<lnem'fe«I 
Such partings break the heart tbey (bndly iToped to heal I" 

' ' ■ \ ' ' 

There was less of feeling aitd tenderness, certainly, 
though more words and much greater noise in taking 
our farewell of the two old messengers that had ac- 
companied us from Baddgry,' and who, with' the 
Jenna guides, will fetum homewards to-morrow. 
They have behaved themselves throughout -to oiir 
hearts' desire ; imd because they had i)een our com- 
panions in a lotig and painful journey, and because 
their faces had become fan^iliari^ed to us, * we left 
them teliind with sincere regret'. 

AlthotTgh we left' Keeshee between six and 
seven in the niorning, we^ were obliged to seat our- 
selves on a gteen turf in the outskirts of the town, 
and wait there till, a quarter after nine before the 
carriers with the luggage made -their appearance; 
Here we were joined by a Borgfoo fatakie, and our 
ears were saluted with the hoarse, dull sounds Of 
their drum, which was played by a* ragged one^3red 
Yarribean long aft*ir we were on our joun>ey. A 
C0mi3any of merchants trading through the cpimtry 
has always a drtmimer in their pay, who walks at 
the head of the party, and performs on his instru- 
ment continually, be the journey ever so ^ long, for 
the purpose of ^imating the slaves to quicken their 
steps; 

Our route Ij^y through a vast and lonely forest, 
infested by bands of robbers^ and in which there is 
not a single human habitation. My brother went 
unarmed before the fafdkie, aiid travelled alone, 
while I remained behind to defend^ tlie carriers in 
case cif necessity. He had already rode some dis* 
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r tance in advance t)f us, when ifbotit twenty very 
, suspicious-looking feUo^ys, armed with lances and 
bows and arrows, suddenly made their appearance 
from behind the trees where they had. concealed 
themselves, and stood in the middle of the path be- 
fore the men. with the luggrage^who were so terri- 
fied, that they were preparing to drop their burdens 
and run liway. My gun being loaded, I levelled it 
at them, and had nearly discharged it at the leader, 
)vhich intimidated them all so much, that they re- 
• treated again into the heart of the forest. When 
the people >6fYarriba observe any one approaching 
them on the road whose appearance inspires them 
with s^pprehension as to the honesty of his intentions, 
they fling off their loads without waiting the result 
of the meeting, and take to their heels without ven- 
turing to look behind them> The robbers, therefore, 
when they saw bur people, ho doubt, expected to 
obtain an easy booty ; not anticipating to fin4 a 
white m^n among them, nor thinking that our carriers 
would have made a stand. ^ 

We journeyed fifteen miles through this dreaded 
forest, which occupied us five hours and three quar- 
ters. Owing to the* weakness of our horses and want 
of water, but above ^1 to the oppressive heat of the 
weather, from which we all suffered more or less. 
We then arrived at the Moussa, which is a rivulet 
separating the kingdom of Yarriba frohi Borgop. 
Having satisfied our thirst and bathedi we crossed 
the stream, and entered a little village on the northern 
bank, where we halted for the day. 

When travelling in the bu^h, several men in the 
train of a /a/dAtc wear a large iron ring on the thpmb 
and. middle finger. To the latter a piece of plate 
iron is attached, with which they make signals to 
each- other and the fatdkie "when apart. by clinking 
the Hngs. This method of communication is very 
significant, anid it is understood as well, and is ds 
promptly answered or obeyed, as our boatswain's 
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whistle. The coUfsion of the rings produces a harsh, 
grating noise, loud enough* to be heard a.t a consid- 
erable distance. * 

The mere crossing of- a little stream, which a 
person might almost, jump over> has introduced us 
into a country very different frorfi Yarriba, wfiicL is 
inhabited by a different people,' who speak a different 
language, profess a differunt religion, and whbse 
manners, custoins, amusements, and pursuits^ are 
altogether dilferent. The village in which we are . 
stopping is called Miww^fl, after the river, and is dis- 
tant from IJ^eeshee, in a northerly direction, as nearly 
:« we can ^uess, about sixteen miles. We occupy 
a larsfe round hut, called by the natives of thi€ coun- 
try Cdtamba, in the Hkussa language ZwrZey,'and in 
Bomou Coozie. In the centre of il is the trunk of a 
large tree, which supports the roof; it has two aper^ 
tares for doors, which' are opposite each other.; and 
directly over them, suspended from the wall, are a 
couple Of charms, written in the Arabic character" 
on bits of paper, which are to preserve the premises 
from being destroyed by fire. It is now eleven 
P. M.'; our attendants, with several of their fellow- 
travellers, are repoi^ng on mats and skins in various 
parts of .the hut. Bows and arrows, and cjuiyefs 
ornamented with cows' tails, together with muskets, 

Eistols, swords, lances, and other weapons, are either 
anging on the wall or resting against it. The 
scene is wild and singular, and quite romantic. Out- 
side our hut it is yet more striking. There, though 
it rains and thunders, the remainder of the fatdkiey 
consisting of men, women, and children, are sitting 
on the ground in groups or sleeping near seyeral large 
fires, which are burning almost close to the hut, 
while others are lying under the shelter of large 
spreading trees in its immediate vicinity. Their 
only apparel is drawn over their half-naked persons j 
their weapohs are at their sides, atld their horses are 
graziiig near them. Most o^ the people have gone 

RS 



198 ROAD .TO KIAMA. 

t 

to rest without food; yet they sleep soundly* and 
appear quite happy and comfortable after their day*» 
exertion and fatigue. One of our men fainted on 
the road to-day from exhaustion, and is now feverish 
and unwelL. 

Thursday^ May 27/{A.r-'rhere is a sweetness ip the 
mountain air, and a dewy freshness in the morning, 
which we experienced to-day with considerable 
pleasure on ascending the hills which border the 
northern side of the pretty little Moussa. When 
wild beasts, tired with their nightly prowling, seek 
retirement and repose in the lonely depths of these 
primeval forests, and when birds, perched on thie 
branches of trees over our heads, warble forth 
ih'eir morning ^ong, it is the time that makes up for 
the languid, wearisome hours in the heat of the day, 
when nothing can amuse and 'nothing interest us. 
It is in the earlier part of the nioruing, too, or in 
the cool of the evemng, that nature can be leisurely 
contemplated and admired in the simple loveliness 
of a verdant. plain, a sequestered grotto, or a rippling 
brook; or id the wilder and more mysterious features 
of her beauty in the height of a craggy precipice, 
the silence and gloom of vast shady w^^s, or when 
those woods are gracefully balding to the passing 

,gale. 

An hour^s ride brought us neaf the site of a toi^ 
which WHS formerly peopled only by robbers. It 
was, however, destroyed some years ago, andHts 
inhabitants either slain or dispersed, by ^rder of the 

' present spirited ruler of Kiama, since which time 
the road has been les^ dreaded by travellers. Our 
path lay through a ricl^country, covered with luxu- 
riant grasses and fine trees, but very little i^nder- 
wood could b«5 seen. It abounds plentifully with 
deer and antelopes, and other wild animals of 'a 
more ferooibus nature^such as the lion, the leopard, 
the elephant, the wild ass, &c.; but tho solitary 
lowing of a buffalo was the only sound that we di»- 
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ttnguished in the forest, and we had not the pleasure 
of meeting even with this animal. ,. 

At eleyen. o'clock we entered a very small and 
cleanly-looking village, where we halted for the 
day. Unfortunately, its governor, with most of the 
people, were at work in the fields at some distahcei 
so that we conid get nothing to eat till rather late 
in the evening. It appears that these poor villagers 
are forced to supply the soldiers of their sovereign 
with provisions gratis, whenever business leads them 
so far this way from the capital ; and that in order to 
Avoid the rapacity of these men, they have built 
another hamlei in the woods, far out of the way 
of the path, whither they carry their goats, &c., 
and the com of which they may not be in immediate 
want. 

On arriving, we were introduced into a small 
^raBs hut, which smoke has changed into the most 
glossy black we have €ver seen; and the interior 
of its roof is ingeniously decorated with large fes- 
toons of cobweb and dust, which must have been 
accumidating for a number of years. Ite fetish is a 
dried grasshopper, w.hich is preserved in a little 
calabash; but as if this were insufficient, to protect 
it from all the damages to which huts in this coun- 
try are constantly exposed, auxiliary charms of blood 
and feathers are likewise stuck on the inside of the 
wall. At sunset, not having any thing to eat, I 
went out into the wood with my gun, and Was fbrtu- 
nate enough to i^hoot a few doves ; and Pascoe, 
who Went in a different direction, shot a Guinea 
hen, which made us an excellent 6upper. Hunger 
had driven back our Keeshee carriers, who were to 
have accompanied us toKidma, and therefore we 
have been obliged , to sehd a messenger to Yarro 
for men to supply their place. Late in the even- 
ing, the governor of this* village returned from fkih 
labour in ^e fields, afid pivtehted vs with com and 
honey. * , 
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Friday r May 28tA. — ^In j-he forenoon, the mosical 
jinfi:!)!)^ of little bells announced the approach of a 
body Of horsemen, who in less than a ^iuute gal- 
loped Up to our hut, and .saluted us one after 
iUiother with a martial air, by .brandishing their 
speam, to our great discomfiture, within a few feet 
of our faces. To display . their horsemanshijf). the 
more effectually, they caused their spirited steeds 
Xo pnrtice. and rear in our presence ; and when they 
im;i^ned we were 4*.onvinced of their abilities, they 
dismounted, to prostrate themselves before us, and 
acquaint us of the welfare of their prince. The 
carriers, whohad arrived from Kiima, had preceded 
them on the road,, and the whole of the men now 
sat down to partake of a little refreshment. It was 
twelve o'clock exactly wl^en we set out on our jour- 
ney, and the day being so far advanced, we ivished 
to ipake all the haste possible, but the weati>er was 
extri^meiy warm, and our horses were hard.l]^ strong 
enough to carry their riders ; so that we were obliged, 
after all, to travel irery slowly. At &se P. M. we 
reached the ruins of a small town. The path was 
through the satn& forest as yesterday ; but this part 
of it is less thickly wooded. At one place we re- 
marked two immensely large trees,, springing up 
almost close together; their mighty trunks and 
branches Avere twisted and firmly clasped round 
each ot^ier, like giants in the act of embracing, and 
presented an appearance highly novel and sipgular* 
Ant-hills were numerous in the road; and a few 
paces from it, we observed, as we ^e along, little 
cone-shapea mud-buildings, erected by the natives 
for the.piirpose of smelting irdn ore, which is found 
in ^bundanpe in different part§ of the country. At 
sunset we arrived at a village called Benikermy^ 
which means, in tlie language of thie people, *f a cun- 
ning man ;" and. found th^e three wpmen wailing 
our arrival with corn and milk from the King of 
Kidma z this was v^mt iicce{^iibie« iot we had be«m 
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without food thirteen honrs.. !We rested at Beni- 
kienny a httle, and fully expected to have slept tl;Lere, 
for the afternoon had been excessively warrai, and 
we w^re all much fatigued. But our armed escort 
were not in the same way of thinking as oarselv^.s, 
and they encouraged us to proceed to another village, 
which they said was at no great distance. We 
therefore quitted Benikenny; yet no village could 
be seen ; ^nd then the escort confessed that they 
had deceived lis, in order that we might arrive at 
Ki^ma before night. The sun had gone down on 
our quitting thq halting-place ; but the moon and 
stars supplied us with a cooler and more agreeable 
light ; and we jourpeyed on through the forest more 
slowly than before. In spite of our/atigue,. we could 
not help admiring the serenity sind feauty of the 
evening, nor be insensible to the delicious fragrance 
shed around from trees and shrubs. The appearanc^e 
of our warlike and romantic escort was also highly 
amusing. They were clad in the fashion of the 
East, and sought their way between the trees on 
our right and left ; but sometimes they fell in our 
rear, and then agam dashed suddenly by us with 
astonishing swiftness, looking as wild as the scenery 

. through which their chargers bounded. The effect 
was rendered more imposing by the reflection of 
thd moonbeams from their polished spears and the 
pieces of silver which are aMxed to their caps, while 
the luminous hrefly appeared in the air liKe rising 
and falling particles of flame< 

• My brother's hofse was unable, from weakness 
and exhaustion, to carry hhn farther than BenikenWy, 
so that he was obliged to walk the remainder of the 
journey to Kidma, which is full six mileis. About 
eight o'clock Kidma appeared befdre us, and in a 
few, minutes we entered the city, and rode directly 
to the king*s house. He came out to receive us 
after we had been 'waiting outside a very short ti^ne, 
and welcomed us with much satisfaction and good- 
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win. He 18 an elderly roan, almost toothless, and 
has a beard as white as wool. We observed no- 
thing, remarkable in his dress or appearance. His 
first question was concerning the health of our sove- 
teisrxi, and his second and last respecting our own 
welfare. He seemed to be etceedingly well pleased 
at seeing me again. We then took our leave, and 
were conducted by one of his slaves to a hut, or 
rather an assembl?^ of huts, adjoining his owp 
residence/. But they were not entirely to our satis^ 
fitction, for many of them had only one aperture in 
each, which was scarcely three feet square ; so that 
we could not get into them excepting on our hands 
and knees* They were, besides, so very close and 
waitn, that we found great diMcUlty in breathing ; 
and we preferred a hut which was cooler and better 
ventilated, though it had the iuconvenience of a 
thoroughfare. No sooner were we securely housed, 
than half a dozen of the king's wives introduced 
themselves with huge calabashes of sour milk, fried 

Eancakes, and beef ^e wed in rice, the first we 
ave yet seen. Various coloured mats of excellent 
workmanship were afterward brought for our use i 
and with thankful hearts and comfortable feelings 
we lay down to rest* 
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. V CHAPTER, VI. 

Kiimii— VMl to tiw Kingi-Woadon Flgura^-Tarro^ Hdt— Bla Ob« 
.ifction to the former Rome to Wowow being ailopted by fbe I'reVH- 
lem— Inntaiice or NaUve Priendithtp-^Mohaniniedsn- PileeCe— TMr 
Character— Tradition oT the Falitahs— Ceremonifia of the Bebna 
MLlah— Celebration oTihe FeniiTal—NatiTe Horse-racing— The Kfaig** 
Sons— FOiaonou^ Lizard — Supentitinn of the Native* -CompartaMi 
betwwa t^e NatiTes of Borxooaad Yanlba— Traita of Cb«ntct«i^ 
Faliiah^Law relating to theoi. 

f^aturday^ May 29^A« — Tirkd with yesterday'* jour- 
j)ey, we lay on our; mats jrather later than usuaU and 
before we had arisen, the king^^s messengers ^iid 
others entered our hut to give us the sahitations of 
the morning. I returpe^d Yarro's compliment by 
calling to see him at his own house, while my 
brother remained at home tatake car^ oftHe goods. 
The natives of the country having a very indilTerent 
reputation for honesty, compels us to keep a watch- 
ful eye over all their actions. A number of mai* 
lams from' Haussa paid us a visit about the middle 
of the day ; but a body of more ignorant M6ham- 
medans, I should suppose, can nowhere be fpund, 
for not one of them, even to their chief, who has a 
yoiithful appearance, understands a word of Arabic. 

Just before sunset, my brother -s^elected a present, 
consisting of the following article's, for the. king, 
viz. six yards of red cloth, a quantity of printed 
cottons, a pair of silver bracelets, a (ooking-glass, 
two pairs of scissors, a knife, two combs, and a 
tobacco-pipe. The vgoods having beeii . properly 
secured, wc repaired with this, present to the king, 
who received it with much apparent satisfaction. 

¥arro professes the Mohammedan faith, yet it is 
easy to perceive the very Slender acquaintance he 
has obtamed of the precepts, of the Koraa, by the 
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confidence which he still places in the relipon of 
hia fiittiera, in placing feiiahes to guard the entrance 
erf" his houses, and adorn their naif-naked walls. 
In one of the huts we observed a stoffl of vety cu- 
rious worlimanship. - TKe forin of ll u nearly square ; 
the two principal sides are each supported 1^ four 
little wooden figures of hien ; and another of^ large 
dimeiiBlons, aeat^d on a clumsy representatiou of a 
hippopotamoa, ia placed betweeu them. These 
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aiiy water excursion, applied for protection from the 
hippopotami and other dan^rs of the river to the 
princlpHl GgiiK, which is represented as mounted oil 
one or those creatures. Thisimportant-personaga 
13 attended by his musicians, and guarded by sol- 



dwn, BoiM armed with muslteta, imd othera wHh 
bowR and arrows, who rurmed the kgs of.the stool. 
In the sketch (p. 'WS), whii^h is about on«-eeventh 
the size of the original, be has been jHnved on the 
top or theetooU that the view or hitD might not be 
intemipted. 

In an inner apartment we discovered Ifdrrd eittfi^ 
alone on butfuio hide»; and we were desired, to 
place ourselves near him< The wftlls or thie apart- 
ment, were adorned with very good priplsr' of our 
most frracious so?ereign Georye the Fourth< his late 
royal brother the Duke of Yorli. Lord Nelson, the 
Duke of Wellington on horsebnck, together with >□ 
officer in the Ught dragoons, ia compainr with a 

Vol. r.— 8 
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smartly dressed and happy^looking English, ^y. 
Opposite to them were huiig horse accoutrements ; 
and on each, side were dirty selraps of paper contain- 
ing select sentences from the Koran* On the flbor 
lay muskets, several handsomely ornamented lances, 
and other weapons, all confusedly heaped |x»gether 
by the side of a. large granite stontv used for pound- 
ing pepper. These were the most striking^ objects 
we observed in the king's hut; adjoining which 
were others, through whose diminutive doors Yar-* 
ro*s wives were straining their -eyes to catch a 
gUmpse of our persons. -^ 

When we sppke of proceeding to Yaoorie by way 
of Woivow and Boossk, the^kin^ objected to our 
visitiDg the former state under any cousideratiout 
alleging that three of the slaved who carried the 
goods for Captain Clapperton had n^ver returned to 
him again, but, had remained at Wowow,^ where 
ttie^ were protected by the governor Mohammed ; 
and that if he should send oUiers with }is to that 
place, they might do the sam<;. He therefore prom- 
ises to send us to B^ossk in four days' time by 
anot^ier road. Independently of the abQve consider- 
ation, the king is highly ancensed against the ruler 
of Wowow for harsh treatment<>f thfe widow Zuma, 
who is his friend and relative, and Who has lately 
fled to Booss^ for the purpiose of claiming Ui6 prp« 
tection of the king of tha^ country^ , 

It is said > that Yarro's father, tlie late king of 
Ki4ma, during his lifetime^ ei\ioye(l the friendship 
of an Arab from -the desert, which was returned 
with equ^l warmth and sincerity.^ A( similarity of 
dispositions and pursuits produced a mutual inter- 
change of kind actions; their friendship became .so 
jrreat, that the king was never happy except when 
m the Arab's company ; and as a.proof of his esteem 
and confidence, he gave him his fayoiirit^ daughter 
in marriage. The fruit of this alliance is the rest- 
less widow Zuma, and hen^e her relationship to th*. 



prcse^U monanch of Kkimft. To retorn to hia 
&ther and the Arab : their friendship lasted until tbe 
deifth of the latter. The king, ho^^ver, was incon- 
solable for his loss, and looked around him in vain 
Car some otie to supply the place of his friend; but 
the ardour of his affections was loo strong, and led 
by thje hope of following his fiieud to another 
world, he committed suicide* This is the tnost 
afifecttng instance of genuine. friendship, and indeed 
the only one,, that has come* to oyr hearing since 
we have >een in the coilntryl Yarro is much 
attached to the widow Zuma; and she wouU) have 
fled hither, instead of going to Boossk, if her inten- 
tioiis had not be^n* suspected, and her aqtions nar- 
rowly watched by the ruler of Wowow. 

Sunday^ May ^M.*— Unwillia^ as we always are 
to b)reak tbe proper obseti'ance of the Sabbath, wp 
were nevertheless compelled this, forenoon to sub- 
mit to the mortification of cleaning and polishing a 
sword and ..pistol, which were sent us for that pur- 
pose by;the king, against the approaching Moham- 
medan festival* Yanro. shortly afterward sent us a 
turkey, ^nd one of his women presented us with a 
rofisted badger, ^ quantity of yams, &^., for the use 
of one of pur' people. This evening the kihg's 
wives unaniniously bestowed a severe reprimand oa 
their Imsband fpr neglecting to offer them a portion 
of a bottle of rum 'which we gave him yesterday ; 
and they scolded so lustily, that the noise was heard 
outbide th^ Wall siurrOuoding their huts, which led 
u6 to' make* the discovery. To appease the indig- 
nation of these ladies,, and to reconcile theni to their 
loss, 1 presented them with a fevb^ds.and some 
other trifles ; but we much doubt, their efficacy.- . . 

i^anday^ May 31«^~^It is supposed that the ruler 
of Wowow Will make war on this state as s66n as 
be shaH be n^ade acquainted with the fact of our 
being in Borgoo without having visited him. Al- 
thoi^h it is. within the dominions of the King of 



Bpossi, who is ricknowledged to be the greatest of 
the sovereign* of Borgoo, Wowow is reported to 
have lately received a body of Nonffi^ horse 'sol-* 
diers, consisting of eight hundred men, which has 
rendered its chief more powei/ul than either of his 
neighbours. These soldiers are the remnant of tbe 
army of Ederesa (the &Wn« of Captain Claj)perton), 
who is the rightful heir to the throne 6f Nouffie; 
they deserted him in his misfortunes, and sought a 
refuge in Wowow from the fury df their successful 
countrymen, leaving their leader to his fate. Shortly 
after my return 'to England, it is reported ^hat 
Magia, who is a yo^iijB:er son of the late King of 
Nouffie, was reinforcea by soldiers from Soceatoo ; 
that he took immediate ajdvantiige of ihe panic Jnto 
which this iifitelligehce had throwii l?is brother, by 
attacking and routing his arihy^ a^d expelling both 
him ^nd them from their native • country. , Ederesa 
was for some time after" a wanderer ; tut at length 
he is j^aid to have found an ^ylum with one of the 
chiefs of a staW near ^the kingdom of Benin, where 
he now resides in tranquillity and retircmentv ^ 

We receive visits almost every hour of the d^y 
from a number of Mohammedan wiUlams residing 
at Kidma, as well as from those merchants who 
formed part of the /fl/JA:fe that accompanied us 
through the forest from Keeshee. The fdrmer seht 
two young boys this afternoon to pray' for iis; in the. 
expectation we believe of obtaining something more 
substs^ntial than thanks for the good that tnight 
result to us from their chstritable remembrance of 
the frailty of bur nature. The boys dropped on 
their knees, and recited the lesson that they ha^ been 
taught without committing a blunder j but afewnecn' 
dies was the only i-ecompense we thought proper to 
make them, so that it is not likely flieir masters^ 
win desire any more prayers to be offered at, the 
shrine of their jpi^ophet for Christians so illiberal and 
imliHikto. Or all tt(o vioee ctf whkh tbes^ Mohan;^ 
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medan priests are goiHy (and by aH accounts they 
are nor h few), slanaer and defunation of character 
appear to be by far the moa^ general. * Ne?er do 
we hear a raallam npesk of liis neighbours in term» 
of common respect. . By his account they are all 
the vilest creatures under the sun, not one escaping 
the lash of his censure. "Avoid that man,? said 
a complacent ami comfortable-looking old Moham* 
medan last nisfht, pointing to one of his companions 
as he quitted, thfj hut (he had just blessed biva in the 
name of AUa), "for, believe me, he will take every 
opportunity of deceiving you ; and if you go so fkr 
as to trnst him with any of your property, he will 
ohoat you of every cowrie." The venerate speaker 
had a quantity of gilt buttons, nearly new, in his 
ppssession, which we had given bin) to sell, for we 
are frequently Obliged to make such shifts for a 
meal, a^id when his mvectire was finished, he arose 
to take his leave : tnit the^ self-r4ghteous priest had 
neglected, in the hurry of discourse, to secure- a 
lew buttons which he had purloined, for as he stood 
up they dropped from the folds of his garment on 
the floor. The man's confusion was immediately 
apparent, but we did not wish to. push him further 
bv increasing his shame, and we ^uflTered him to go 
about his' business, in the bt;lief that the circum- 
stance had wholly escaped our observation. Gilt 
buttons fetch a high price here (from two to three 
hundred cowries each) ; arid as .we have a great 
quantity of them, it is likely that from henceforth 
they will be of ihflnile servn^e to us. Women use 
buttons to ornament their necks, fin^Ts, and wrists; 
and they imagine that the brightest of them are made 
<ifgold. "■ ■ . :■ ^ 

A man arrived*. at the king's house this evening, 
Vi^ith the infbnuation that. Doncassdn, the ex-king of 
HItJssa, has recently retaken no* less than twelve 
towns in that empire from thi& Falltahs, in which 
be was gre^f 8s.iisted bv the sheik of Betooihr 
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The Fal&tahs have a iractition that wlwn Danfodio 
(Bellows iather, and th6. ficst King of Soccatoo) was 
a simple shepherd, he inade a vqw\ to the great 
author of evil, that if he would assist him in subju- 
gating the kingdom of H^ussa, he would be his 
slave fbr ever after. Danfodio^s request, they say, 
was comphed with on his own conditions, but for 
no lohger than thirty years, fefter which the. al>o- 
rigines of the country were to- regain their liberty, 
and re-establish their ancient* laws and institutions. 
The term is now nearly expired, and the Faldtahs 
begin already^ say the H^ussa men, to tremble with 
apprehensions at the prospect of this tradition being 
realised. ' 

Tuesday, June Ist, — ^This is the eve of the ** Bebun 
SMah,^' or " Great Prayer Day," and is generally em- 
ployed by the Mus^iumans in Kidma in maiiag 
preparatiocis for a festival which will cominftiee 
to-nuMrrow, and be continued till the evening of the 
x^xt day. Every one here who possesses the 
means is obliged' to slaughter either a bidldck or 
9heep on the anniversary* of this day f and those 
who may not have money sufficient to procuro a 
^whole bullock or sheep are compelli^d to piprohase 
a portion of the latter, at least, for the purpose of 
showing proper respect and rererence for th^ 
^ Bebun Bldnh." The Mohammedan maHaihs, on 
this occasion, make a practice Of slaughtering the 
isheep which may have been their compai^ioil in their 
peregrinations during the past year, and as soon as 
the bolydays are over, they procure another to sup-* 
ply its plaee« and at the return of the festival, to 
undergo ' a similar fate. The coni{mny of one oC 
these, animals is preferred by the natives to that of 
a dog. ' • 

At sunrise to-morrow, all 'the Mussulmans in Ki- 

dma, with the king at the ip^headi' will repair to a 

convenient spot, about a mile on the road to \Vo>vowy 

. tor th* purpo9*4jf 'puWiHvDerfuntlisg'thi^ir devo* 
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tionsi Presently «fter i^6irnkig from thence, horaw;* 
racing arid other sports wilj? be indi%ed in by all 
classes of the inhabitants, who are already filled 
with joy at the bare anticipation of the diversions. 

A company of eight or ten drummers awoke as 
this morning by the dismal noise of their drums, and 
by the exclamation pf — ^" Tutawa awazhie T' signify- 
ing, " While men I we > wiish you fortune ;" wbick 
was repeated in a high, shrill tone, every minute. 

Last night Kidma was visited by a thunder-storm, 
which continued with dreadful violence for many 
hours ; and the torrents of rain which fell threatened 
to overwhelm Us in our hut. Before we were aware 
of it, the water hajd rushed in at the door, and had 
completely soaked our mats and bedclothes, setting 
every ligfht article in tjie room afloat. After 'much 
trpul^e we Succeeded in draining it off, apd |)fevent- 
ing its farther ingress, when we lighted a large fire 
in the centre pf th6 hut, and laid ourselves down by 
the side of it. to sleep. ■ It also raiped heavily again 
this mbpning; aud.to all appes^ailces the wet^sea-, 
son has at length fairly set in. If this be the case, 
it wilLhe next to impossible to travel much farther; 
and^f^We be fortunate ,;enough to reach Yaoorie, we 
shall be obliged to remain there some time, till the 
roads shall have become sufficiently hard and dry fbi: 
our future progress. We . have only to hope that the 
rains may not be so in<Qessaht at their, commence- 
ment as to render the path to Vkoorie impassable. 

Wednesday^ June 2(rf.^The threatening appearance 
of the weather prevented the Mohakpmedans from 
repairing tQ the spot which they had selected for the 
purpbs^s- oi V de^votion eo early, in the, pioxning as 
they could have wished ; but the clouds having dis- 

Eersed, they had all assembled there between 'the 
ours of, nine and ten. The worshippers arranged 
themselves in. six lilies or 70 ws, the women forming 
the last, and sat down on as many ridges of e^th» 
which h^ a|^ptaK?ntly bi^en thi>orwn up for tbe pinw 
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pose. The chief mallam no sooner b^gran a pniyer, 
than the talking and noise of the multitude imme- 
diately ceased, and the deepest attention seemed to 
be paid by everyone, though the substance of .what 
he said could only be guessed a,U becarise it was in 
Arabic, which none of them imdcrstand. The cjere- 
mony rhiich resembled that which was peiformed at 
BadAgry^ and thiB forms t^hich are generally •prac- 
tised, I believe, on all public reli'gipus meetings in 
Mohammedan countries, such as ablution, prostra- 
tion, &c., were (rt)!§crved on this occasion. The 
king, howevei^, did not rise, as be should have done, 
wben the worshippers stood up, btt satisfied^hiniself , 
by uttering the name of Alia, and by simple prostra- 
tion only. When the usual (oitm of prayer bad been 
gone through, the hjead.mallam placed himself on a 
hillock, and for about five minutes read to the peo- 
ple a few loose pages of the Koran, which he held 
in his hand. Whife thus erigaged, two priests of in- 
ferior order knelt beside him to hold the hem of his 
tobe^ and a third, in the same pojiition, held the 
8kiri» from behind. Afteir he Ymd finished reading, 
the priest descended from the hillock, and with the 
help of his assistants, slaughtered a sheep which 
had been bound and brought to him for sacrifice. 
The blood of .the animal was caught ia a cala- 
bash ; and the king, and the more aevoted of his . 
subjects washed their handa it; it, and sprinkled 
«ome of it oh the-groynd. Tnis <}onclusion of the 
ceremony was announced bythe' discharge of a few 
old muskets ; and with drtmis beating and fifes play- 
ing, the people returned to their respective hoines. 
Most of them wefe smartly dressed in a^U the finer}*^ 
they could procure. About a hundred of the paefi- 
rode oh horseback, with, lances and other weapons 
in their hands, which, with the gay trappings of - 
their horses, gave them « respectable appearjuice. 

In the afternoon, all the inhabitants of the town, 
an4 miaDy from th«i Ultle nlla^es in its neighbottr^ 
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bood, assembled to witness the hofse-racmg, which 
takes place always on the anniversary of the " Bebun 
Salah,^* and to which every onfe had been looking* 
forward with impatience. • Previous- to its com- 
mencement, the^kmg, with his principal attendants, 
rode slowiy round the town, more for' the puri^se 
of receiving the admiration and plaudits of his 
people than to observe where distress more particu- 
larly prevailed, which was his avoweji intention. A 
hint from the chief induced us to attend the course, 
with our pistols, to salute him as he rode by ; and as 
we felt a strong inclination to witness the amuse- 
ments of the day, we were there rather soonier than 
was necessary, which afforded lis, however, a fairer 
opportunity of observing the various groups of peo- 
ple which were flocking to the Si^ene of amusement. 
The race-course was bounded on the north by low 
granite hills ; oh the south by a forest ; and on the 
kijAst and west by tall shady trees, among whieh were 
habitations of the people. Under the shadow of 
these magniflcept trees the spectators were assem- 
bled," and testified their ^ happiness by their noisy 
mirth and animated gestures. When we arrived the 
king had not made his appearance on the course ; 
but' his absence was fully- compensated by the plea- 
sure we .derive^ from watching the anxious and ani- 
mated countenances of the multitude, and in pass- 
ing our opinions on the taste of" the women in the 
choice '^and adjusthient of th^r fancifui and many- 
eoloured dresses. The chiePs vrives and younger 
children sat near us in a group by themselves ; and 
were di^tinguiished from their companions by their 
superior dress. , Manchester clothsOf inferior quality, 
but of theinost showy patterns, and dresses made 
of common English bed-furniture, vrere fastened 
round the waist 6( several sooty maidens, who, for 
the sake qP fluttering a short hour in. tho-gJize of 
their country men, had sacrificed in clothes the earn- 
ingB of k tWelvemonth*^ labour. AU the women had 



t)niaunented their' necks^with strings of beads, and 
their wrists with bracelets of varidus patterns, some 
made of glass beads, some of brass; others pf co]^ 
per, and some again of a mixture of both metals : 
their ankles also wer0. ado)*ned with different sorts 
of rings, of neat Workmanship. ' 

. The distant sound of drums gave ijOtjcie of the 
king's approach, and every eye was immediately di- 
rected to the quarter from whence.he was expected. 
The cavalcade shortly appeared, and four horsemen 
first drew up in front of the chief's house, .which 
was near the centre of the course, and close to thie 
spot where his wives and children and ourselves 
were sitting. Several men, bearing on their heads 
an immense quantity of arrows in huge quivers of 
leopard's skin, came next, followed by two persons, 
who, by. their extraordinary antics and gestures, we 
concluded to be buffoons., These last two were em- 
ployed in throwing sticks into ^the air as they went 
on,, and adroitly catching them in falling, besides 

Ssrforming many whin\sical and ridiculous feats, 
ehind thesn, and Immediately pre<;eding the king, a 
group of little boys, ilearly naked, came dancmg- 
merrily along, flourishing cow^^ tails over thi^ 
heads in all directions. The king rode onwards, 
followed by a number of fine-looking men on hand- 
some steeds; and the motley cavalcade alt drew up 
in front of hisf house, where they awaited his further 
orders without dismounting. This we thought was 
the proper time to give the first salute, so we. ac- 
cordingly fired three . rounds ; apd our example wa« 
immediately follpwed by two soldier8,,with mulcts 
which were niade at least a century and a^half ago. 

Preparations in the niean time had been going on 
for the race, and the horses with their riders made 
their appearance. The men were dressed in caps 
and loose tobes and trousersof every colour ; boots 
of red mqrocco leather, and turbans of whUe and 
Uuepoitom The horses were gaylvcaparivDnei: 
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iMeasts wbm ornamented vnth bright r«d doth and 
tasseb of silk 'and cotton; a lai^e quitted pad of 
neat epilntudeared patchwork was placed under the 
paddle of each ; and Httla chafems, enclosed in red and 
yellow cloth, were attached ta the bridle with, bits 
of tmsjeU 'fhe Arab ^addte ^d stirrup were in com- 
mon use ; and the whole group presented an impos^ 
inir appear»ice. 

l^he sign^ for starttn^ was made,, and Use impa- 
tient Bimnah q)rang forward andsetoffat^a full gal- 
lop. The riders bnsdished their speam, the ^tle 
boys flourished their eows' tttls, the buAxnis pot*- 
fornied their antics, muo^kets were disdm^ged, and 
the chief himself, mounted on the finest^ iwrse on 
thtt.ground, watch^ the progress of the race, white 
tears of delight were starting from his eyes. The 
eon sfaone gk>riottsl^ oA the 'tobes of gf«en, whiter 
Veiiow, blue, and cnmeon, as they Pottered in tlk^ 
breeze; and with the fraeiful cans, the glMteriOe 
spear^s the jingUng of the horses* bah^ the anhnttaa 
looks and warlike bearing of thett riders, i^resented 
• one of the most eictraordinary and leasing sights that 
we have ever witnessed. The race was well oon- 
tested^ and terminated only by the ho'riies being fa- 
tigued and out of breath ; out though every one irao 
emulous; to outstrip his ooropahion, honour a^ fame 
wtBre the only reward of .tlve competiton^. 

A (p^ naked boys, on ponies without saddles, then 
rode over the course, after whieh the second and 
last heat commenced. This was not by any means 
so g6od as the first, owipg to the greatfeir anxiety 
which 'th'^ horsemen evinced to display their skill in 
the use of' the spear and the management. of their 
animals. The king maintained 'hid. seat on hoi^ie* 
back during these amusements, without even once 
<f smoMnting to converse with his \&ives and chil- 
dien, who. were sitting on the ground on eacl^ side 
alhinu ife dreee wasaho>wy Atber th^ii tioh»r 
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8isting of^ a red cap, enveloped in the large folds of 
a white muslin tunban ; two under tobes of blue and 
scarlet cloth, fUid an outer one of White muslin r red 
trousers, and boots of scarlet and yellow leatt^r. 
His horse seemed distressed by the weight of his 
rider, and the various ornaments and trappings with 
which his head, breast, and body were ^decked. 
The chief's eldeist and youngest sons were near his 
women and other children, mounted on two noble- 
looking horses. The eldest of these youths; was 
ftbout eleven years of age. The youngest, bein^ not 
more than three, was held on the back of his animal 
by a male attendant, as he was unable to sit uprurht 
in the saddle without this assistance. The child's 
dress was ill suited to. his age. He wore on his 
head a tight pap of Manchester cotton, but it over^ 
hung the upper part of his face, apd together with 
its ends, which flapped over each cheek, hid nearly 
the whole of his countenance from view ; his tobe 
and trousers were mfide exactly in the same fashion 
as those of a man, ^nd two large belts of blue cot- 
ton, which crossed each oth^r, confined the tobe to 
his body. The little legs of the fchild were fewal* 
loved up in clumsy yelfow boots, big enough for his 
father; and though he was rather pretty^ his whim- 
sical dress gate him altogether so odq an appear- 
ance^ that he might have been taken for apy thing 
but what he real\y^was.. A few of the women on 
the ground by the ^Ide of the king wore large whit^ 
dresses, which covered their persons like a winding- 
sheet. Youny virgins, according to custom^ ap- i 
peared in a s^ate of nudity ; many of them h^ wild 
flowers stuck behind their ears, and strings of beads, 
&c. round their loins ; but want of clothing di^ not 
seem to damp their pleasure in the entertainment,r, 
for they appeared to enter into it with as much zest 
as any of their companions. Of the different col- 
oured tobes worn by the men, none looked so well 
as those o# » deep cxima6it&jkMi on some of tbt 
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horsemen; but the clean white tobesof the Moham- 
medan priests, of whom not less than a hundred 
were present on the occasion, were e^treniely heat 
and becoming. The sport terminaited without the 
shg^htest accident, and the king> dismounting was a 
signal for the people to disperse. , 

We then paid our respects to the chief as usual, 
but our reception was formal and chilling, though 
nothing could nave been more gratifying to him than 
oui* attendance on the ^present occasion. We had 
half a mind to be vexea at this mortifying repulse, 
but consoled ourselves with the reflection that we 
bad no nght to expect any thing more than common 
courtesy and politeness. Besides this, he was sur- 
rounded by the loveliest of his wom^n and the most 
warlike of his subjects, and being a rigid Moham- 
medan when it suits his convenience, he might have 
considered us as the enemies of his religion. To 
have g^hown, therefore, .t6q great familiarity with lis 
in the sight of his people would perhkps have been 
unbecoming the dignity of the CJiief o( Kidnia. 

We -have here endeavoin?ed, to the best of our 
ability, to describe an Africai^ horse-race^ but it is 
impossible to -convey a correct idea of the singular 
and fantastic appearance of the numerous groups of 
neople that met our view on all sides, or to describe 
tneir animation and delight; the martial equipment 
of the soldiers and their noble steeds, and the wild, 
romantic, and overpowering interest of the whole 
mass. Singing and dancing have been kept up all 
night, and the revelle^rs will not think of retiring to 
rest till morning. 

Thur^dai/i June *Sd. — Our hostess js a ^ poor, but- 
kind^ pleasant, and comfortable-looking widow, rather 
stricken in years. , To be sincerely grate/ul for fe- 
vours received is^not in the disposition of her coun- 
try-people generally; yet this pcjor'woman has given 
us an a^ecting instance of this virtue, although bur 
P)n^f»uts toher were so poor «nd triflingy t^ we 
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were almost asliamed to offer them. Thi» little 
specimen of genuine gratitude re|)ays us ^fbr huU"" 
dreds of sour looks ami discontented countenances 
which of late we have been compelled to witness. 

Behind our hut grows a tall and beautiful tree ; on 
the branches and shoots of which reside a whole 
commonwealth of sparrows, in their ingenious pefn- 
dant nests. The constant noise of th^se little crea- 
tures, and the twitteringbf swallows, which rem'ain 
here all the year round,, form our usual morning's 
entertainment. This sparrow i^ a very Ihandsome 
bird, and belongs to a species which at Sierra Leone 
and other places is called the "rice-bird." We are 
also favoured by the visits of turtle-doves and wood- 
pigeons. A few days ago, one of the latter, trust- 
ing too much to the forbearance of our people, ven-^ 
tured into one of their huts, and was there taken and; 
destroyed. The disconsolate mate witnessed the 
act ; he has been lingering about our habitatipns ever 
since, and is wastiiig himself away in mourning the 
loss of his companion. His fidelity has called lorth 
our sympathy, and we do not suffer him to be mo- 
lested.. "^ 

Lizards, in great number and variety, infest the 
walls and roofs of our huts, among which is one of 
a black speciesr, whose bite; is considered fatal.^ 
This reptile is very rare, and' is dreaded by every 
one, not on account of the venomous properties 
which are ascribed to it, so much as from the belief 
that the pei'son who sees one and suffers it to escape 
him will sdon after experience some heavy calamity. 
The natives also believe that if a' black lizard Iw de- 
stroyed as soon as it i» found, fifes are played and 
drums beat in th^ celestial regions, where there is 
great rejoicing at the circtlimstaHce ; and that good 
fortune is suri to be the reward of ^he person who 



* It !• deemed at odious by tbe natiyet as the toad in Enfbmd, or Cbit 
lar«iihi(a ia Italyv which ia alafr a kind of lizard. 
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may rid the worl4 of such a mii8an.ce. We ob» 
served- a lizard yesterday with two taiW, which phe* 
nomenoD, we are told, is not uncommon here^ Othfer 
li2iards, of every. species and colour, are numerous* 

As this is a holyday at Kidnia, ithas beea spent 
Jby its inhabitants in visiting efich other, in walking 
up ^nd down the public places to display their finery» 
or in singing, dancing, and musical parties. Little 
boys and young men hate been on their knees pray- 
ing for us to-day ; and as they were not impertinent, 
but, on the contrary, evinced gentleness and mod- 
esty in their, demeanour, we would not suflfer them 
to leave us without rewarding each with a darning- 
needle. 

We have been detained in Kiima thus long by 
reason, it is alleged, of the holydays; and as to-mor- 
row will be the Mohammedan Sabbath, we shall npt 
be able to. procure carriers till the foUowinff morn- 
ing; We expected, naturally enough, that plenty of 
gc^ provender and a fe^ days' riest would recruit 
Qie strength of our horses ; but, unfortunately, a con- 
trary eflect has been produced. My brother's, more 
especially, has fallen away to a pejrfect skeleton ; 
certsdnly, with the <>xception 6f Rosinante^ no horse, 
eithei* in ancient or modern times* ever presented a 
spectacle more piteous and wo-begone; it i^.quite 
painful even to look at his fleshless oarcate. 
< Friday^, June Uh. — Perhaps no two people ill the 
imiverse, residing so near each other, differ more 
widely in their habits and custom^ ahd eyen in their 
natures, than the natives of Yaririba and Bprgoo. 
The former are perpetually engaged in trading with 
eaqh other from town to. town ; the latter never quit 
thf^ir towns except in case .of war, or whenen^^aged 
in predatory excursions : the former are pusiUani- 
mous and cowardly ; the latter are bold and coura- 
geous, full of spirit and energy, and never seem hap- 
pier than when engaged' in martial exercises: the 
former are g<enerally mild, unassuming, humble, and 
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honest, but cold and^ pasiwonless ; the latter are 
proud and haughty; too vain io be civil, and too 
shrewd to be honest ; yet they appear to understand 
somewhat of the nature o(^ love and the social affec- 
tions ; are warm in their attachments, and keen in 
their resentments. 

The Mng visited us at our hiit this morning, at- 
tended by thiree or four of his younger wives. The 
object of his coming, was to get something from us; 
therefore we considered it no compliment. \ 

Yarro has seen all the articles which we have 
given to his p€ople,^a custom which prevails here as 
well as in Yarrib^ ; Ijut, unlike the monarch of that, 
country, he has converted to his own use those 
among' them with Which he was best pleased. Even 
his brother, who is. a very good young man, and 
wl\o accompanied iis from Keeshee as messenger, 
hus sufferefatrom his sellishhess, haying been de- 

E rived of half the few things we had g\ven hirii for 
is servi^s. ^ . ^ 

The king's eldest son is governor of ^a. town 
through which we shall have to pass on our way to 
Boossa, and it is agreed that he ;shall accompany us 
to that city. It is customary to give the messengers 
a present proportionate to the ^enices thery may 
have rendered us ; and in the course of conyersa- 
tion this morning with the king, he wished to see 
the present it' was our intention to offer his* son. 
This was presently shown him, and he took froip it 
the only piece of cloth which it contained, and 
which we" are unable to replace. He then begged a 
little medicine fot weak eyes ; and n^y brother pre^ 
sented him with a quantity of Epsonr salts and a 
small syringe. Thef king immediately began trying 
experiments on the instrument by spirting water, into 
the faces, of his wives, who did not appear to enjoy 
the diversion so well as himself. After a long: but 
uninteresting convefsation, Yawro took his leavet 
followed by his viomen, and it is not likely that we 

T2 
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•haU see him agab till the tube of ovr departure to* 
0iorrow morning. . \ 

J bave given him ray fowling-piece and a pistol, 
haviiiff promised him this present when I |eft, if I 
should live to return to Ki&ma ; the king has also had 
some of our best new gilt buttons. 

In the eveninff, a very old and respectable Fali- 
tah, the chief of b village at a short distance from 
Kidma, came to see us with several of his people. 
This singular race are dispersed all over the. bor^oo 
territories, where they have resided from time im* 
memorial. 'They are generally styled Foulanie ; but 
although this word is evidently derived from Foulchf 
unci although they speak the same language. and fol* 
low the same pursuits as the Foulahs near Sierra 
T|eolle^ who are supposed to b^ the white Ethiopians 
of Ptolemy and Pliliy, yet they have not the slight-, 
est idea 01 their. brigm, nor of the period when their 
ancestors first emigrated from their native land. Th|5 
Falitahs in Borgoo ibaintain ho intercourse what- 
ever with their Countrymen in Haussa; and in order 
to prevent mischief and disturbances^ from taking 
place, noneoT th^m are permitted) on any considerr^ 
iitipn,to we^r a s word, or carry. about his persoit 
any o/Tensive weapon. - 

A few years ago there stood a village not many 
miles from Kidma, which was inhabited solely by 
emigrants from Nouffie $ but it is said tQ have been 
lately plundered and destroyed, by Yarrows subjects, 
who first' broke faith, with the unfortunate people, 
and afterward made them slaves. * 

The mean state of the thermometer of Fahren- 
heit has been 64 ; theeztremes 7^ and 94 in our l^ut. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PeiMirtiire from Ei4m&— NatiTci; GraUtnde— Vilhi|[« of Kakadingi— Kt- 
uve Dane*— Jotin Lander taken i41~Deftene(f Route-^OrorailieRiyer 
Oiy..^oryof the Palitahs— Enramfmient *^ Torn«do^IIIn«w» of John 
Lander -MexMengera (Vom Coobly with AaMisionbe— Arrival in that 
Town— Reception -Presentt fr6in BOds^A^Mourti Coi'itwall— RecOT- 
•ry of John Lander— Leave Coobly— Rui|M—Towii of Zaiee— Afrival 
at Boosadn^Reception. -^ 

■ ' .^ ■ . •. ' • '. 

8(Uwday^ lufte 5th. — The adieu ot an African 
prince is the most Uncerempnious piece of, business 
in the World ; whatever expressions may be used, 
little regret id felt. Such at least is our ot}mioh, from 
the coolness we have almost invariably experienced 
in paorting from the principal people of the towns aiid 
villages through which we have passed. We were 
on horseback between Beven and eight o'clock this 
morning, having' previously paid our last visit to the 
king^ and taken our farewell of him ; and proceeded 
in good health and spirits through the northern gate- 
way of the city, towards a toV^h called Kakafungi^ 
followed by a -number of the lower-class of. people, 
who sneered at( my brother's horsemanship as, he 
rode by, and clivertecf themselves by laughing heartUy 
at the -sorry appearance of his poor beast. 

We had travelled about half a mile from th« wall 
of Kidma, when looking behind us, We^ Observed a 
great f^t woman running after us at her fqll speed. 
She soon overtook us, almost breathless with, the 
exertion. We then found that the object of her'care 
.was to present us with a bowl of new milk, which 
Bhe had negtected to bring jn time for us to drink be- 
fore we^ set out. . From thte violence of her exer- 
tions, her wl^ole pei^son was throw^i inta the utmost 
disonier. uaaginaUefc This woMan is m ikw jw (il s 
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singer, to the ^ing, aud had supplied us with mitk 
and |)rovi8ions two or three day» before our depart- 
ure, fpr which we gave her a few trifling articles m 
payment ; these, it appears, had produced so Sensi- 
Die an erffect on her, that, when taking leave of us 
last evening, She began to shed tears, and sobbed 
aloud. This was now renewed, and we .were obliged 
to spur on our horses to spare our feelings. We 
were afterward told that the woman's sorrow Was 
only feigned in oiir presence for the purpose of ob- 
taining a reward, and' that she has always an abun- 
dance of tears at command. 

Three or four FaUtah villa^s lay to the right and 
left of our path, one of which is of some extent^ but 
we did not see a single inhabitant belonging to either 
of them. Tlie greater part of the road lay through 
a thickly wooded forest, by the side of a very gentle 
range of hills;. aud excepting k fine plantation of 
yams, which we passed outside the wails of Ki&ma, 
and which belongs to Yarro, We did not see a foot 
of cultivated ground during the whole journey. We 
arrived at Kaka/ungit the halting-place, shortly after 
ten o*clock in the morning. • This town is distant 
frotn KidmaitbQut liine or ten miles ; yet if an opin- 
ion may be formed froln the nature of the path, 
which ts uncommonly narrow, and almost hidden 
with rank grass, the intercourse between the two 
places is. very little. Kakufungi is a straggling, but 
extensive and populous town, ai^ is deliglitfuliy 
situated on an even piece of around. The inhabit- 
ants are so clean and well-behaved, and theirdwell- • 
ings so neat and comfortable, that befbre we had 
Spoken, many words to one of them, we were pre- 
possepised in favour of all. Nor was this^opinion in 
any degree lessened when, after We had been intro- 
duced into a commodious and excellent hut, we re- 
ceived the congratulations of the principal .people. 
They came to us in a body, followed by boys and 
girlSt <^ryiug a poBsettt pf iwo kidsj with miiky^aiid 
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an abandance of pounded corn, and bare .remained 
with us the greater part of the day. 

Late in the evening, when our people were asleep, 
the sound of singing tempted my brother to g6 out 
alone, and he soon discovered a little gn>up of 
thoughtless, happy creatures, amusing themselves 
by dancing in the moonlight to the sound of a large 
drum. He described their dance as being very dit^ 
ferent from that practised in Yarriba; their motions, 
being sometimes swifl and violent, and sometimes 
slow and graceful ; their gestures expressive of mild 
delight rather than vehement passion, and remark- 
able for propriety. They appeared to be singing 
something very comic in recitative, and kept time by 
clapping their hand^. My brother's intrusion was 
of no importance to them, for the party still kept up 
their dance vi^ith as much spirit and^ood>humour as' 
before. In returning homeward he missed his way, 
and wandered among several deserted, empty huts 
and^ yard&fj and others guarded by dogs, before bf 
discovered the right, his total ignorance of the Bor- 
goo language disqualifying him from asking ques- 
tions of the inhabitants. 

Sunday, June 6/A.-^I found my brother in aliigh 
fever this morning, and so ill tliat he was obliged, to 
lie on his mat tiU the carriers were; ready to depart v 
In consequence of the length of the journey tVom 
Kakafungi to'Boossa, and there being no town or^ 
village on the road beyond a few miles' ride from 
hence, the e&rriers were employed till the aftenioon 
in' obtaining provisions sufficient for three or four 
days' consumption. A crowd of people assembled 
round our hUt to take leave of us, by wnom we were 
loudly cheered. My brother was so ill that' he could 
not mount Ms horse without assistance. 

We quitted Kakafungi about two P. M.,.by a path 
which lay in a northerly direction, thi^ougli a perfect 
wilderness, some part of which was more stony and 
teiten than anjr Udng we remember to hare soen 
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The foolmaiics of yarioi:^ wild animals appeared to 
be freshly ifnpriQted in the path ; but we observed 
only a very lew antelopes, which would not suffer 
us to -come near them, but scampered away the mo- 
ihent thev saw us. The few stunted trees that we 
found aflorded us a very indiflferent shelter fi-om the 
heat of the sun, which was almost insufferable ; and 
this, with the^ length of the journey, and the speed 
with which, we were obliged- to travel, greatly in- 
creased my brother's fever. He was occasionally 
obliged to dismount, and lie down on the Aground for 
relief, being lifted off and replaced on his horse by 
our attendants. We saw the sun set behind some 
inagdiflcent clouds, while we had yet a great way to 
go ; and the narrow footpath, which vas here over- 
grown with bushes and rank grass, was hardly dis- 
' cemible by the light of the moon. In the afternoon 
all had been sileat in the forest^ but in the evening 
the jackal, the hyena, and the baboon had forsaken 
their retreats, and mingled their dismal howl with 
the sprightly chirpmg of innumerable insects. 

My brother and } were far behind the rest of the 
party, because he had been unable to keep pace with 
them ; and we discharged a pistpl every now and 
then as a signal to the carriers of our approach. As 
each repqrt echoed through the forest, it was an- 
^ Bwered by the increased howling of wild animals, 

' till at length we gladly saw the gleanrof a large fire, 

and aifrived at the encampment which had been pre- 
pared for us. Here we took possession for the 
night of a few deserted huts, which were falling to 
; decay. A quantity of broken earthenware pots, 

calaba&hes, &c. were lying about, indicating that 
these abodes had been occupied at no very dist^t 
period ; and on the trees which grew near them we 
discovered several immense bufiulo horns^ and those 
of a very large kind of antelope. 
♦ The rivef 0/y, whic|i is said to take jift rise in 
Ash^ntee is at a short tlistance to the northward of 
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our encampment. It appears that not longr ago ibis 
path was much frequented by merchants from the 
interior, trading to. the westwar^J in order to avoid 
paying the accustomed duty on the Wowow road. 
But the cbief of that state threatening to punish 
them if they did hot pass through his city, their own 
interest induced them to conform to his wishes, and 
from that time the route through this forest has been 
entirely deserted, and the poof ferrymen lyho for- 
merly mhabited these huts were thus compelled to 
seek a livelihood elsewhere. . . 

Monday^ June 7/A.;-rThe rest which my brother 
had obtained during the. night seemed to have re- 
vived him, and he appeared in better spirits, wijh an 
abatement of /ever this morning. At, eight A. M.^ 
after bathing, we crossed the (%in a ca4U)e which 
we found tied to a tree. This pretty little river ws^ 
here about forty paces in breadth, and about seven 
or eight feet deep in the middle, but gradually shal- 
lowing to each bahk. It \^ound very rOpiantically 
through the overhanging. woods ; and its current was 
so sluggish, and its surface so smooth, th^t it was 
for some time doubtful which way it rajn* In the 
forenoon we passed near a spot where oi}r guides 
informed us a party, of, F.aUtahs a shprt time ago- 
had murdered twenty of their slaves, .because they 
had not food au^cient foi* their support." The^ 
same Falatahs are already spoken of ^ having tak«n 
possession of a Yarriba town on the borders pf the 
river Moussa. ^Tiey had been despatched by Bello 
ffom Socqatoo to collect the accustomed tribute 
from the towns. of Rakah and Aldrie (in Yarriba); 
but it is said that the inhabitants jof the latter t6wa 
shut their gates against them, and declared them- 
selves in4ependent of the FaJitahs. On the, return, 
of the disappointed party, through Borgoo, th^ King 
of Kij&ma forbade any of his ' people from selling 
them provisions, and thiey were consequently obliged 
to fipi their "wayth^oufth this low and dreary lyil* 
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demefs without food. We renmrked a great many 
holes 'which had been dug bv these unfortunate men 
in the hope of finding a kind Of .wild yam that 
abounds in the forest, besides the remains of fires 
which they had kindled to dress this sc^tv fare. 
No doubt they, had been reduced tp a dreadful ex- 
tremity before they would kill their slaves ; and per- 
haps the number of victims has been greatly exag- 
^rated ; for the natives, their enemies, are fond of 
impressing strangers with the most unfavouralde 
idea ^f their .characters^ and dispositions, so that 
their stories ought to be received vyith caution. We 
observed the skdeton of one of the slaves by the 
wayiside. 

After a long and tiresome journey under a burn- 
ing sun, 'we pitched our tent in the evenipg near a 
small stream. My brother whs very ill, his fever 
having returned with iiicreiised violence V but he 
took no other medicine than a cpmmon soda pow- 
der, as I was fearful of our progress being retted. 
A storm g^athered over our heads a few minutes after 
the t^ht had been fixed^ and presently burst with ter- 
rific violence.' While it lasted we were occupied 
with: the though^ of our (gjrlorn condition. The 
^deafening noise of the thunder as it echoed among 
the hills, the overpowering glare of the lig[htning, 
the torrents of rain, and the violence of the wind 
werd truly awftiU The whole of oor p^ty, amount- 
ing to twenty, were collected u\ the tent for shelter 
from the storm, and iii ispite of the water which ran 
through it, contrived to sleep till morqing. 

Tuesda^l, June ^th. — We were obliged to lie in our 
wet clothes all night, an^ the effects of this were 
visible on my brother this moaning. I endeavoured, 
in vahr, to rally him, but h^ was scarcely able (o 
stand. The tent was packed up in its wet state, and 
tiie carriers h'astetied onwards as fast a^.they eould, 
fbr the provisions were oonstnnedi boA yre were 
■oxiouft to get to <Hur lourpeyVendiiritboirt delay. 
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This proceecis from Pascoe's negligence 'fn haTingr 
obtained only provisions enough for one day instead 
of three. My brother and I lingered behind with 
old Pascoe and another of our men, and proceeded 
on at a very slow ^ce, for our horses were worn 
out with fatigue, and my brother's was quite lame. 
As we advanced he became worse, till at length he 
was completely overcome, and, to prevent railing 
off his borse, dismounted^ and lay down. Tliere 
was ho tree near us that would afford shelter from 
th^ sun; so with the assistance of our people I Ob* 
tained some few branch^s^^ and formea a sort of 
bower^ our horses^ pads answering the purpose of a 
bed. The croaking of fVogs indicated that wate^ 
was not. far distant ; and we -soon procured some. 
During the rest of the day my brother lieeame 
worse, but the coolness of tlie evening appeared to 
revive him a little. Our medicine-chest had been 
sent with the other thitiga ; I despatched Pascoe fqr 
it, but do not expect his return till to-morrow. In 
the meari time 1 went into the wood, and shot the 
only biipd I saw, which was about the size of a spar- 
row. ' With this I i^tumed, made a fire, ai^d pre- 
pared a tittle; ^oup in a half-pint cup, which we had 
reserved for the purpose of getting water from the 
streams, instead of a calabash. The soup was rather 
unsavoury, from want bf salt, nevertheless it was of 
service to mybrothis^; the flesh of the bird I divided 
between myself and my man, as we were both weak 
from wwit of food. We contrived to make-a more 
substantial habitation for my brother in the evening* 
of some stout branches of trees, ^d thatched it with 
long grass;' and tighted large fires round it to keep 
away the wild beasts. But neither of us could* sleep, 
for, independent of his ilbess, we wer^ attacked Irr 
myriads of mosquitoes and buzzihff flies. A pro^K 
ing tig<^r was the only savage animS that approached 
near enough to be seen during the night. , \ 

Wednesday^ Jum 9^— Notwithstaadiog hk bod 

V0L.I/-U 
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njghf srest, my brother had little fever on him this 
morning ; in fact, he ibund himself so much refreshed 
and strengthened as to be able .to go j in search of 
our horses, which had strayed' from ns in the night* 
Havihg, found them, we immediately made the ne- 
cess^ preparations, and proceeded on our journey ; 
and in an hbtir's time we aescried Pascoe approach- 
ing lis with five men, who brought us corn and milk, 
and little cajtes made of pounded CQru and honey. 
The Governor of Cooblyy the town to whiph we were 
going, had also kindly sent i^ a horse and a ham* 
mbck' for. my brother. The, anim^ was to carry my 
brother over some jlvdlets which we should ha^ve' to 
cross, wkose banks were top steep and rugged for 
the hammock-men : to perform that service. He 
thotight himself strong enou^ to dispense with their 
assistance altogether,, but accepted the. horse with 
thankfulness. We all set forward together, ifi good 
spirits about half-past ten in the morning ; and with oc- 
casidnal halting for my brother to jrest himself, we ar- 
rived near Qoobly shortly after sunset, without experi- 
enciiig the extraordinary fatigue we had. anticipated. , 
Outside the town is a vast number qf straggling 
li'alitah hamlets, which are built oo iparshy ground. 
Our attention was attracted by.a vast number of fire* 
files, which were spo^rting over a swamp), and| to- 
gether with numerous little lights from th^ huts of 
the Faldtahs, had a very, pleasing appearance. Du- 
ring the journey we crossed several rivulets, and 
travelled over three or four hills. The, soil on ihe 
latter is scanty and steril, but the valleys^ appeared 
fertile^ T^e exhalations , from decaying vegetable 
substances near Coobly wfere. highly offensive ; and 
the air, being likewise impregnated in many places 
with a strong odour similar to that 6f musk» rendered 
it very disagreeable. ' i 

. Having waited on the governor to thapk him for 
his attention; we were detained but a few moments, 
and without having seen him wq repaired to » hut 
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that was assigned to us, where soon after my hf other 
wiEis seized with a return of the fever, more severe 
than the former. • 

Thursday, June 10th. — 'rtie govemoif sent Us a bowl 
of rice, one of milk, two calabashes oT butter, and a 
fine fat bullock. 1 1 was too anxiously and intently 
employed about my brother to make a returp for his 
present, or tcr bestow my attention on any other 
matter, .and therefore promised to visit hirti to-mor- 
row. I administered ten grajns of calomel to* my 
brother, after which he fell into a kind of stupor and 
an insensibility to surrounding objects. Which did not 
Idavehim till this afternoon, when his reason returned. 
Towards the evening he became wors^, and I ex- 
pected every moment vjras his last. During the 
few ii^tervals he had from delirium he seemed to be 
aware of his danger, and entered into arrangements 
respecting his family concerns. - At this moment mv 
feelings were of too paipful a nature to be clescribed. 
The unhappy fate of m^ late master Captairi Ciap- 
pertan came forcibly to my mind. I hfij foHowed 
liim into this country, where he perished; I had at- 
tended him in his parting moments ; I had performed 
the last mournful o/pce for him which our hature re- 
quires, and the thought that I should have to go 
through the same sad ceremonies for "my brother 
overwhelmed me with grief. 

Friday <, June Wth. — Between eleven and twelve 
last night I rejoiced to find that my brother's illness 
Beamed to take a favourable lUrn, an<i toward^ the 
morning he became tranquil atid free from pain* 

Two messengers arrived f^om Boossit last nighty 
^rid another on horseback this moriiipg,'wilh a quan- 
tity of onions as a present from the queen. They 
were commanded by the king to awaif our departure 
from this town, andf escort us to the city of Boosslty 
whiph is said to be two days*- Journey from Coobly, 
though' we had been given to understand it was'&o 
more than a few hundred yards. ' 
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. The ffoVerndr his* ))een ver^iinportonMe in bit 
desire for my bfoUier to sell him one of t^is pistols ; 
and as we Are in want of nothing so much as a horse, 
he offered it in exchange for. the one my brother rode 
on Wednesday. He would rather have given us a 
boy instead of the horse, but this did notsatisiy us; 
and at last he consented to part with the animal, on 
condition that some trifling articles should be given 
with the, pistol, which wad agreed to, and the bar- 
gain conceded. 

Saturday, Jv^ne 13^A.— My brother'shealth is rapidly 
returniugr An olcl woman applied to our lodgings 
to-day for medicine that would produce ^er an entire 
new siet of teeth ; or, said she, '* If 1 can only be sup- 
plied w^th two large and strong oneis, I shall be sat- 
isfied with them.** . The wqmaa was becoming rather 
impertinent, when I re6ommended* her to procure 
two iron ones from a blacksmith, which so miich 
displeased "her that she went away in a pet The 
governor supplies us every day with abundaace of 
milk and rice. 

Coobly iOi situated oh the slope of a cone-shaped 
mQuntam* with a very broad base ; and maybe pMnly 
distinguished to the Westward at the distance of 
above thirty miles. We hav^ named this mountain, 
after our own country, ilf&urU Cdrmoall. The town 
is fortified by a strong fence, <made bv driving stakes 
firnily into the earth-, ahd {dacing them closely tor 
gether ; but notwithstanding this defende, the FaUi- 
tabs attacked and entered it abou( four years ago; 
since whic^ period, it is said, the governor ha^been 
in the habit of paying an annual tribute to King 
Bellp. The inhabitants grow quantities of rice and 
Qom, thoufifh none of the ^tter is now to be pro- 
cured at $ny price, bWing to the treacheiy and ira^ 
pacity of the Falitahs, who, when they quitted the 
town, pot only carried Aw2^ all the corn that was in 
store, but tore up and destroyed all that was growing 
in the fields. The people, merefore, aire bu^ just re- 
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i covering from the effects'of this maIi<^ious act. Abov^ 
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a thousand Faldtahs, it is conjectured, reside with 
the flocks and herds on the plains near the town of 
Coobiy ; but they are very diiFerenf in their manners 
from their maraudings countrymen, and i^aihtain a 
friendly intercourse with their neighbours. 

Sunday, June 13M. — Last night we were visited by 
a thunder-storm, and the rain entered the roofs of 
our dwellings, and nearly inundated us. My brother's 
health still continues to improve. Although this'is 
w the Sabbath, Lwas oblfged to send Pascoe in the 

! morning to endeavotlr to shoot a Guinea hen, because^ 

J we were unable to procure any description of fowl 

^ from the inhabitants, on religious considerations: 

the old man speedily returned, having been success^ 
[ ful ; great numbers of those birds abounding in the 

J fields and woods near the town. . • 

J Monday, June litk. — The governor's old wife re^ 

turned from Boossli this morning, whither she< had 
I ffone in quest df three female slaves who had fled 

from her about a fortnight since. She has brought 
the fugitives back "with her, and they are now con- 
fined in irons. As soon as she heard of our being 
in the town, the old lady sent us a sheep and a cala^ 
bash of honey, which we accepted ; and she shortly 
afterward paid us a vi^it in person, when we took 
the opportunity of returning her present. The old' ^ 
matron's establishment is separate and distinct from 
that of her husband, the governor, who has not the 
slightest control over it. She is reported to have a 
multitude of slaves, and to be, in other respects, ex- 
tremely oimlent. No one can siirpsr^s the governor 
m benevolence and general .goqd-4iumoui'.. 

Tuesday, June 15M.-*^My brother, by the blessirig 
of God, is now perfectly recovered from an illi^ess 
that had nearly proved fatal to him. At an early- 
hour this morning we paid our jrespects to the hos- 
pitable governor, and quitted the town of Coobiy. , 
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Our route was iti a Aouth-east^rly direction ; and we 
travelted through a thiokTorest, over hills and through 
deep valleys till noon, when we halted for the dav 
amid the ruins of a large town, which, we are toldy 
has recently heen deserted by its inhabitants. Near 
the remains ot a wall we perceived a human sculU 
and. other hones, which had been /bleached white by 
the siin. This circumstance excited in us a desire 
to learn the fate of the former inhabitants of the 
town, and the reason of its present ruinous state* 
One of our messengers soon satisfied oUr curiosity, 
by informing us, that a short time ago the town was 
taken by surprise knd pillaged- by a large party of 
Faldtahs, who put to the sword all that made any 
resistance, and carried the ' remainder , away wito 
theim as slaves. The ruins are very extensive, and 
the population of the town must halve beeh cpnsid^ 
erable. The plain whereon it stood is large, verdant, 
and -eminently beautiful, and' is ornamented 'with 
fine trees. The ruins are at present inhabited by a 
variety of birds, and a largc^ troop of monkey; the 
latter walked away very composedly on hearing the 
report Qf one. of our guns. ! Here one of the horses 
oied; the poor animal had been our fellow-traveller 
from Jenna: another is too we^ to walk witn us a 
mile farther, sq that- we shall be compelled to leave 
him behind, for we^ cannot make up our minds t^ 
destroy him ; and the third, cannot l^re many days* 
The afiection of these poor brutes towards ^each 
other is most extraordinary. , The foossii messen- 
ger rode to a little village at a short distance from 
the rains tl^is afternoon, and returned in about four 
hours with an excellent mare, which he had borrowed 
of the governor for our use. In the .evening we 
pitched the tent ; and our men, with the carri^ 
and messei^ers, having const^ruicted Uttle temporary 
grasa huts for themselves, maide large fires all round 
them, and retired to rest. 
t^«UMis|^ Jiiim ieUk^^k «um on horseback ar* 



ijv«d at oar encampment before eanrise tMe mom- 
ing, and looked round for a minute or two without 
dismounting. He neither explained his intentions, 
nogr even uttered a syllable; but when we wished to 
addr^s him, he galloped off again the same way he 
had corner We rather suppose this horseman tp 
have be^n despatched by the King of B<ioss4 for the 
purine of ascertaining whether or not we were on 
the road, .for we hear ]>e awaits our coming with 
much anxiety. At six A* M. we quitted our en- 
campment among the ruins, and continued our jour* 
ney m excellent spirits^ The country was as woody 
as any which we remember to have seen, and the 
soil, generalljr speaking^ a^ iry and stenl. We 
paMed the ruins of two^or three deserted villages 
which originally stood near the pathway; and 
between nihe and ten in the morning, we ^entered a 
snug, pretty httle town called Zalee, which, in/the 
language of the country, means* ^'thread." This 
town is' surrminded by an exceUent and well-built 
clay wall with turrets, which is by far the best that 
we have anywhere seen, and outside of it is a 
broad and deep moat; Zalee lies ini a rich and ro^ 
mantic valley, formed byia gap in a triple range of 
elevated hills, which run from eastto.west. The 
Falitahs, in hopes of phmder, entered the' town a 
yiear or two since, while the male portion of its in- 
habitants were chiefly at work in the bosh ;^ but the 
women haying given the alarm, they returned to 
their homes in a body, and succeeded in expelling 
the intruders before they had time to do any mis- 
chief. ' 

Tl^e governor sent us a goat, a fowl, a calabash 
of nee;. and a quantity of cpm for the horses. 
S^ee contains about a thousand inhabitants; 

Thursday, June I7th. — At the usual hour this morn- 
ing we were oa horseback, but the tardiness of our 
messengers occasioned som^ little delay after we 
btd gol bijyojid tte wnUii; A hecvy sbowtr luttd 
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for some hours dunn^ the night, which filled the 

eath through the vidleys with water, so that travel*- 
iigwas neither so safh nor pleasant as we have 
(bund it to be.. We saw a surprising number of 
land-crabs on the road; these animals are esteemed 
as excellent eating by the natives. At nine A. M. 
we observed from an eminence the Sugar-loaf 
Mountain, near Wowow, lying to the right of our 
path, which, if we are npt mistaken, was iiamed 
"George the Fourth" by the late Captain Clap- 
perton. One of the guides pointed out two hills on 
our left' which could hardly be distinguished in con- 
sequence of their distance, and informed us that the 
city of Y&oorie stsuids at their biise. Our course 
from Zalee was in a south-easterly direction. 
Shortly after this we ciaune.tb a fine extensive plain, 
on which stood a few venerable and nragnificent 
trees. Numerous herds of antelopes Were Deeding, 
which, on hearing the report of our guns, boundi^ 
over the plain in all directions. FVom hence We 
first beheld the city of BoOss^; it lay directly 
before/us, at the distance pf two or thr^e miles, ^nd 
appeared to be formed of straggling clusters of huts. 
But what was our astonis]iment, on a nearer ap- 
proach, to find Boossa standing on the mainland^ 
and not an island in the Niger, as represented by 
Captain Clapperton ! We could discover nothing 
that '«ould warrant such an assertion. At ten 
o'clock we entered the city by the western gate- 
way, und discharged pur pieces as the signal of our 
arrivals ' 

After having waited a few minutes, we Were intro* 
duced to the king, whohi we found in air interior 
apartment of his residence, in company with the 
midikie, the title bei^towed on hispnncipal wife, or 
queen; They welcomed us to Booi^s^ with every' 
appearance of cordiality. They told us very gravely, 
and with rueful couptenances, that they had both 
been Weojping in the marniug for the death of Cap- 
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tain Clapperton, whose untimely end they wotdd 
neyer cea^e to lament. They might, it is trae, h^ve 
heen thtis engaged ; but as on our entrance we ob- 
served no outward signs of tears, we rather mis« 
trtisted their assertion. Pascoe havihg loitered 
behind, our conversation was limited to a few 
general remarks only ; and haying taken our leave 
of them, we repaired to a hut which had been se- 
lected for us. In the evening, vice and com/with 
several dishes of meat, 'fish, &c., were, sent os' for 
supper. 
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The Widow Zvma^PreMnt to the Klnir— Vfult toi the Nlfcr-Tbe 
King of BooeH and tlie Midi1(ie>-Oh.{eRt of the Miefion exnlsincd— 
The Tobe of Pert recovered— Park's Papers— Booeft dei*crH)ed— Re* 
tonrOM of the Country— One of Pnrk'a Booke diMOYered— Eqnity nT 

. the King— The Hneteiw— Departareflrom feooee^— Kaiplrie— Canoea-^ 
Ennbark on the Niger— Pencription of the River— Village of Sooloo-* 
Socky Bairier-ArrtTai at Yioorie. 

■^ • ■ ■ . 

Frk2ay,/tine 18M.-^Tbe noted widow Zoina visited 
VM to-day without the slightest pretensions to finery 
of any kind, either in her dresci' or ornaments, for 
she was clsid in very humble appariel of country 
cloth. She related to us, with great good-humour, 
her quarrels with her prince, the ruler of Wowow, 
and her consequent flight from that city to escape 
his resentment. It appears, that in order to effect 
this, she was actually obliged t6 climb over the eilv 
wall in the night, and travel on foot to BoossiL, w^ich 
is a very longf journey, and to a woib^n of her size 
must have been an arduous task. She alleged that 
she had done nothing whatever to merit the dis- 
pleasure of the Wowow chief,^ notwithstanding 
which he had robbed her of all her household fuml* 
ture and u number of her slaves. But, from another 
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qtuarter, ^we learn that one of^ her sona hsA com-> 
mitted a theft in the city, for which he would have 
suffered d^ath, if he had not made hid escape with 
his mother, who, it is said, had instigated him to the 
deed. The widow complained sadly of porerty and 
the hardness of the times; she had fought with the 
Yarribeans against Aldrie ; but instead of receiving 
a recompense for her bravery, she had lost half her 
slaves in an engagement, which so disgusted her 
with the military profession that she immediately 
abandoned it and returned home. Yet, in spite of 
aU her losses and misfortunes, she has gained so 
much ill corpulency, that it was with the utmost diffi- 
culty she could squeeze herself into the doorway 
of our hut, although it is by no means small. The 
widow Zuma is a very good-looking, elderly person 
of matronly appearance. Her skin is of a light 
copper colour. ■* . - , 

After the. widow had left us, I carried the presents 
'^^hich had been selected' to the king and queen. 
Each appeared delighted with them, and the former 
more especially was extravagant in expressions of 
admiration aiid thankfulness. A pair of sUver brace- 
lets^ a tobacco-pipe, and a lookingrglass seemed to 
riVet the attention of the king, who could not take 
hts eyes off them for. a full half-hour, so much was 
he pleased with them. 

This morning we visited the far-famed Niger or 
Quarra, which flows by the^city, about a mile from 
our residence, and Were greatly disappointed at the 
appearance of this celebrated river. Black rugged 
rocks rose abruptly from the centre of thcstream, 
causing strong ripples and eddies on it^ surface. It 
is said that a few miles above BoOssIt, the river is 
divided into three branches, by two small fertile 
islands, and that it flows from hence in on^ con- 
tinued stream to Funda. The Niger here,4n itSr 
widest part, is not more than a stone's throw across 
al present. Tlie rock 0|i whiph we sat overlooks 
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the spot where Mr. Park and his associate^* met 
theijr unhappy fate ; we could riot help meditating 
on that circumstance, and on the number of valua- 
ble lives which have beeit sacrificed in attempting to 
explore this'river^ and secretly implored the Almi^ty 
that we might be the humble means of setting at 
rest for ever thp jgreat (question of its couirse and ter- 
mination. 

Saturday, June 19/A. — ^This morning the king^, ac- 
companied by his consort, who is said to be his 
counsellor and only confidant, honoured us with a 
visit at- our hut. They came without any kind of 
state or. ceremony, and were both dressed more 
plainly than many of thieir subjects. The king wore 
a white cotton tobe over another of blue and white, 
a cap of red cloth^, and leathern sandals of the same 
colour. The midikie was clad in a^ common check 
shirt, of Nouffie manufacture ; a plain piece of blue 
cotton was^ fastened round her head, wholly con- 
cealing the hair ;' a larger piece of the same kind 
was thrown over the 1^ shoulder, and a third, tied 
rdi^nd her waist, reached so far as tlie middle of the 
leg. Hejr feet were bare, as were likewise her arms 
up to the elbow ; a brass ring ornamented each great 
toe, and eight silver bracelets each wrist, th^ least 
of them weighing little less than^ a quarter of a 
pound. Besides these ornaments, the queen wore 
a necklace of coral and bits of gold, an^ smaU 
pieces of pipe coral were stuck in. the lobe of each 
ear. 

We had almost forgotten to mention that the 
Sultan of fiornoii is considered the most powerful 
chief of Northern, as the King of Boossk is of 
Western Africa. The queen is the daughter of the 
last and sister of the present ruler of Wowow. * 

The demand for coral has been very great in 
every town of consequence which we have visited* 
All ranks of people appear passionately,, fond of 
wearing it, and it i£i' preferred to* eVery other oma^ 
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nnent whatever. The midikie asked us this morn* 
ing: if we had brought any coral with UH^nd seemed 
rather disappointed, though uot displeased* on being 
answered in the negative. She then pulled out a 
little box, made of sheep-skin, wliich was filled with 
coral beads and little golden trinkets, and renuested 
me to polish the latter for her. We offered her a 
few plated buttons, which we had just before been 
cleaning, and they were accepted with transport; 
but, as their brightness had elicited the admiration 
of her consort, a scramble took place ins to which of 
the two should have them. After a long struts, 
it ended in the triumph of the king, who first chose 
the largest and best for his own use, and then g^ve 
his spouse the remainder, taking care, however, to 
^Ntw her the inside of the. buttons he had selected 
for himself, whiph were tarnished by use, and to 
4isplay those intended for her to the greatest ad< 
vantajgfe. The royal couple were like two great 
children, yet they were each well pleased with their 
own, and expressed their thankfulness with much 
warmth.; 

We imagined that it would have been bad policj 
to have stated the true reason pf our visiting this 
country knowing the jealousy of most of the peo- 
]de with regard to the Niger; and therefore, in an- 
swer to the king^s inquiries, I was Obliged to deceive 
hini witji the assertion that our object. was to go to 
Bornou by way of Yaoorie, requesting at the same 
time a safe; conve3ranci3 through his terfitorj^es. 
This answer satisfied the king, and he promised us 
every assistance ^in his- power. Our visiters, ore- 
mained with us a considerable time, and in the course 
of conversation, one of them observed that they 
had in their possession a tobe which belonged tp a 
white man who bame from the north many years 
a^, and from whom it had been purchased by the 
kmg*s father* W^e expressed great curiosity to see 
thietobey and it waa sent us as ^ preseiit a short 



time after flieir departure. Contrary to our expecbh 
tioDSt ye found it to be made of rirh crimson dam- 
ask, and verr heavy from the immense quantity ot 
gold embroidery with which it waa covered. As the 
time when tlie late king ie said to have pUrclifJsed 
this tobe correaponds ver)' nearly to the supposed 
period ef Mr. Park's death, and as we never heird 
or any other white man having come from ihe north 
HO far south as Booasi, we are inclined to believe it :o 
bepartoflhespoilobtained Tromthe canoe of that ill- 
fa ted traveljer. WhetherMr.Parkwore the tobe him- 
self, which is scarcely probable on account of its 
weight, or whether he intended it as a present to a 
native chief, we are at a loss to determine. At all 
events, the article is a curiosity in itself.; and if wc 
should live to return to England, we shall easily leant 
wlie ther it waa niBde there or not. The chit <■ himself 
has never worn the tobe, nor did his predece. ;or, trom 
a BuperalitiouB fesllng; "besides," observed ' he king, 
" it might excite the cupidity of the neig, bouring 
powers." 

Strnday, June ZOlA. — The king sent a messenger 
'ihis morning to inform us that he was a tailor, and 
that he would thank us for some thread and a few. 
needles for his own private use. By this man he 
likewise sent a muskttt ,for us to repair ; but aa it is 
Sunday, we have declined doing it till to-morrow. 
Eager as we are to obtain even the slighte^ inform- 
ation relative to the unhappy fate of Mr. Park and 
his companions 
their books or f 
[dace, we had al 
from asking an; 
we were appret 
re the king, ant 
Familiarity, -how 
off this impress 
oblong, and go< 
dened to send F 
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message expreseive of the interestv we felt on the 
subject, in common with, all our countrymen ; and 
siyingy that if any books or papers which belonged 
to Mr. Park were yfet in Ws possession, he woulddo 
us a great service by delivering them into our 
hands, or at least by ^nranting us permission to see 
them. To this the kmg returned for answer, that 
when Mr. Park was lost in the Niger, he was a very 
little boy, and that he knew not what had become 
of his enects ; that the deplorable event had occurred 
in the reign ot the late king's predecessor, who 
died shortly after ; and that S\ traces of the white 
nian had b«3en. lost with him. This atnswer disap- 
pointed our hopes, for to us it appeared final and de- 
c|3ive. But in the evening they were again raised 
by a hint from our hos.t, who is the king's drummer, 
and one of the principal men in the country : he as- 
sured us that there was certainly one book at least 
saved from Mr. Park's canoe, which is now in the 
possession of a very poor ip^nin the service of his 
master, to whom it had been intrusted by the late 
kin^ during his last illness. He said, moreover,. that 
if Imt one application Were made to the kin^, on 
any subject whatever, very little was thought of it ; 
but if a second were made, the matter would be con- 
sidered of sufficient importance te demand his whole 
attention, — such being the custom of. the, country. 
The drummer therefore recommended, us to perse- 
vere in our inquiries, for he had no doubt that some- 
thing to our satisfaction would be elicited. At his 
own request, we sent him to the king immediately, 
desiring him to repeat our former statement, and to 
assure the king, that should he be successful in re- 
covering the book we wanted, our monarch would 
reward him. handsomely. He desired the drununer 
to inform us that he would use every exertion, and 
examine the man. who was reported to have the 
white man's book in his possession, at an early hour 
to-morrow. Here tlie matter at present rests. 
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In the afternoon the king came alone to see us* 
and wished to linovr when we were inclined to de- 
part : we answered, that we were quite ready ; that 
we were only waiting his pleasure, and would |riadly 
proceed on our journey whenever he "would give us 
permission. He said, if the King of Ydoorie should 
not haVe a canoe for us by Monday evening, we 
should have the use of one of his own, and that we 
should have liberty to embark on the following morn- 
ing. We thanked him for his kindness, and took the 
opportunity 6f paying him and his spouse a c6mpli- 
ment, which their ^eatment of us has really de- 
served. The king took it in good part, was ex- 
tremely affable ai^d obliging, and qmtted us in an 
excellent humour. 

I have been very unwell during* the last*day op 
two, but am now much better. 

Monday^ June 2lsL — The city of Boossi, as we 
have before observed, consists of a great numl;«r 
of groups or clusters of huts, all within a short dis- 
tance of each other. It is bounded on one side by 
the river Quorra or Niger, and on the other by an 
extensive turreted waH, with moats, forming a com- 
plete semicircle. Notwithstanding, however, its 
natural and artificial defences, Boossk was taken by 
the Faldtahs many years ago ; on which occasion 
its inhabitants fled, with their children and effects, 
to one of those little islands in the Niger which we 
have already mentioned, v But the chiefs of Nikl. 
Wowow, and Kidraa, having been made acquainted 
with the circumstance, assembled together, and hav- 
ing joined their forces with those of Booss^ drove 
the Faldtahs, their cobnmon enemy, into the Niger, 
where maoy of them perished. Since that period 
the city has never beeh invaded, nor threatened with 
attack. The soil of Boossk is, for the most part, 
very fertile, and produces rice, corn, yams, Ae. in 
great abundance. Dowah^ a kind of com, Is ob- 
tained here in the greatest perfection ; it yields Me 
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hundred Ibid, and forms the principal food of the 
inhabitants, both rich and poor* Another variety 
of corn grows here, which has eight ears on a sin- 
^e stem ; the grain is very small and sweet, but it 
IS not cultivated to any extent. The butter-tree 
flourishes in and near the town ; and pakn oil is im- 
ported from Noume ; but the Iktter is only used as 
an article of food, because it is very scarce and 
dear, and is purchased only by the king and a few 
6f the principal inhabitants^ The king and his midi- 
kie have each great numbers of fin^ cattle, but none 
of their subjects are in possession of a single bul- 
lock ; they liave, however, flocks of sheep and goats, 
and obtain immense quantities of fish from t)»3 Ni- 
ger. Very good salt is brought from a salt lake on 
the borders of the river, which is about ten days* 
journey to the northward of this place ; and pepper 
grows in ev^ery part of > -the country. Guinea-fowl, 
pheasants,' partridges, and a variety of aquatic birds 
are found here in the greatest plenty, and have af- 
forded us excellent sport. The natives sometimes 
endeavour to shoot them w^th their arrows, but this 
method of procuring game is at all times very pre- 
carious and difficult \ and two birds onfy have been 
thus killed during several years past. Deer and an- 
telopes also abound near the city; but they are 
timid and shy, and rarely, if ever, caug:ht by the in- 
habitants. I'he fish, with which the river aboundj^ 
so. plentifully, are eaten by all classes of people: 
they are tough, dry, and unsavoury ; yet they form 
part of the daily food of the inhabitants, yrho ap- 
pear exceedingly fpnd of them. 

The Hliussa language is understood by the gene- 
rality of the natives of Borgoo, both young and old, 
almost as well as their mother-tongue,, and it is 
spoken by the majority of them with considerable 
fluency. The government of the country is des- 
potic^; but this unlimited ^power, which is vested in 
tiie monarch* is almost invanably exercised with 
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lenity and fotbearance. All private disputes are 
settled by the king, and he punishes* misdemeanours 
just as his inclination may lead him. It was re- 
ported that the queen raled her husband, and in- 
fluenced his conduct in all matters ; but the affair of 
the buttons shows the rumour to be ill-founded. 
The king's address is superior; and his whole de- 
meanouij in our presence, though mild and unassum- 
ing, displays a gpod deal of natural dignity. He 
sent us a fine turkey this morning, Irhich wasj ac- 
knowledged oh our part by a couple of Guihea-fowl 
and twd brace of partridges, which my brother had 
shot. 

In the afternoon, the king came to see us, fol- 
lowed by a man with a book under his arm, which 
was said to have been picked up in the -Niger after 
the loss of our countryman. It was enveloped [n a 
large cotton cloth, and our hearts beat Wgh with ex- 
pectation as the man was slowly unfolding' it, for by 
its size we guessed it to be Mr. Park's journal j but 
our disappointment and chagrin were great, when,* 
on opening the book, we discovered it to be an old 
nautical publication of the last century. The title- 
page was missing, but its contents were chiefly ta- 
bles df logarithms. It was a thick royal quarto, 
which led us to conjecture that it was a journal ; be- 
tween the leaves we found a few loose papers of 
very little consequence indeed; one of them con- 
tained two or three observations on the height of the' 
water in ^;he Gambia ; one was a tailor's bill' on a 
Mr. Anderson ; and another was addressed to Mr. 
Mungo Park, and contained an invitation "to dinner, 
— the following is a copy of it :— 

* p 

( 

" Mr. and Mrs. Watson would be happy to havd 
the pleasure of Mr. Park's company at dianer 6n 
Tuesday next, at half-past five o'clock. 

** An answer is requested. 

X2 
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The king, at well as the owner of the bo6k, looked 
at greatly mortified a9 ouraeWes, when they were told 
th^ the' one produced was not that of which we 
were in qnest, because the^ reward promised would 
not of course be obtained. As soon as onr curiosity 
had been fully" satisfied, the papers were carefully 
collected and placed again between the leaves, and 
the book as carefully folded in its envelope as be« 
fore, and taken a;way by its owner, who values it as 
much as a household god. . Thus all our hopes of 
obtaining Mr. Park'a -journal or papers, in this city, 
are entirely defeated. The inquiry, on our part, has 
not been prosecuted without much trouble and anx- 
iety, and some little personal sacrifices likewise, 
which, had they been ten times as great, we would 
gladly have made while a single hope remained of 
their being eflectual. 

Tuesday^ June 22k^ — ^When Captain Cla|merton 
was at VVowow on the former expedition, Pascoe 
purchased a slave of the widow Zuma to be his wife, 
but for some reason or other the bargain was not com- 
pleted, and the woman remained with her mistress. 
A part of the purchase-money only was given back 
to Pascoe, and he was obliged to quit the town with 
his master without having had an opportunity of re- 
covering the remainder. The widow's late change 
of residence from Wowow to Boossdk seemed to 
offer a fair, chance for Pascoe to obtain his money, 
and he accordingly made an early application for it ; 
but though she acknowledged the debt, she refused 
payment, on the ground that, as the prince of Wo- 
wow had forcibly obtained possession of the girl in 
question, he had no right whatever to the money. 
Pascoe, unwilling to lose so large a sum, then laid 
the matter before the King of Booss^ for his deci- 
sion; and, in consequence, the* widow has undergone 
two or three examinations, without producing any 
good whatcer. The monarch has declared that he 
sees the juatio^ of his demand, but as the ^voman 
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•bstiaately revises lo pay the debt, he carniot thmk 
of forcing her to do so against .hei inclination. 
Pascoe subsequently offered the whole of the money 
which the widow owed him to the *ing^ provided the 
latter could obtain it But this was altogether re- 
pugnant to the monarch's notions of right and wrong. 
He replied, ** The widow came here to me alone, and 
in distress, to claim my protection, which I granted 
her without hesitation ; it would therefore ill become 
me to break my faith, and turn my back on an ob- 
ject so utterly defenceless and unprotected, by ex- 
acting from her the money of another for my own 
use, in the recovery of which I had previously re- 
fused to interfere. I cannot break my word— lean- 
not grant you your request.'^ . ^ 

It is amusing to discover the shifts to whi(?h the 
people of Boossk and other places have resorted, in 
the hope of obtaining a little present of some sort 
from us. The day after* our arrival here, a man, 
who represented himself as brother to the King of 
Nouffie, sent us a large bowl of dried fish and 
onions; and another individual has sold his only 
tobe, for the purpose of obtaining a little money to 
purchase some bum, which is a fermented liquor ex- 
tracted from the palm-tree and 'the bamboo, and 
which he is about to present to us. , The former of 
these presents was rejected, because such kind of 
things had become, by their frequency, so serious an 
inconvenience, that we h^ve determined to accept 
of nothing for the future in the shape of a gift, ex- 
cept from the chiefs and governors themselves. Yet 
we have repented of our resolution in this instance, 
having been informed yesterday that the pretended 
brother of the King of Nouffie wad not long ago 
taken prisoner by the Fal4tahs, and his only son 
with him, and that they were both sold by them to a 
company of H&ussa' merchants ; that the father had 
redeemed himself from slavery by his own exertions, 
and thathe hadhad recourse to the above expiMUeot 
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of sending^ us a quantity of dried fish smd onions, in 
the expectation of obtaining a little money from us 
towarcls emancipating his son. The poor ipan went 
away quite crest-fallen and unliappy at the ill suc- 
cess of his project, and quitted the city immediately 
after, to visit his enslaved «on, who is at Koolfu^ so 
that wlien we were made acquainted with the cir- 
cumstanoe it was ,too late to relieve him, and we 
very much regretted it. 

Our hostess is an agreeable and good-natured wo« 
man, but she is excessively vain of her person ; so 
much so, indeed, that she ^emplojrs several hours in 
the day in dressing her hadr, which hangs down be- 
low jthe face in tiiree plaited queues, one of them 
from the forehead, and one from each side of the 
head ; after which she affixes oniaments on different 
parts of her body, stains her lips and'teeth a shining 
red colour with hermah (a species of myrtle) ; and 
when all this is done, she admires herself ina broken 
looking-glass which we have given her. This is 
the most whimsical and diverting part of the cere- 
mony i she approaches the glass and retreats froipci 
it again, smiles when she fancies that shelooHs 
pretty; and distorts her features and throws her 
body into all manner of comical attitudes, to Ascer- 
tain which is the most engaging. Although only a 
drummer's wiie, our hostess is considered as a per- 
son of respectability, for her husband's situation is 
one of the most important in the kingdom; and all 
the more respectable fehaales of Borgoo adorn their 
persons in much the same manner as she does, and 
have an almost equal share of affectation and vanity. 
The men sometimes stain their lips and'teeth, and 
finger and toe-nails, like their wives; but this cus- 
tom is by no meai^s general among them. The King 
an ' Queen of Boos«k disregard it altogether. 

Wd brought three horses with us to Coobly from 
Jenna; two of ihem have died from fatigue, and the 
third is in so miserable a statet that he can be of no 
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further service to us. The king paid us a visit this 
afternoon, and informed us that every thing will be 
in readiness for our dep^ure to-morrow. On this 
occasion he presented us with an excellent and 
handsome horse^ which is the more acceptable, as 
we have only one, which we fortunately purcha8e4 
a few days ago from the governor of Coobly. The 
monarch strongly enjoined us to accept of no pro- 
visions, particularly milk and honey, from any per- 
son whatever, excepting the governors of tovms 
through which we may pass, for he was apprehen- 
sive that poison would oe mixed with them. He 
did not ^xplain to us on what grounds he entertained 
his suspicion, but left us to form opr own conjee ' 
tures on his unexpected advice* If we are not mis- 
taken, the king warned Captain Clapperton of a 
similar danger, < 

During the whole course of our journey we have 
nowhere experienced greater kindness, attention, 
and hospitalrty than from the ami^le ruler of thi& 
place, and his no less amiable companion, and we 
shall have occasion to remember their civility to us 
as long as we live. 

Since we have been here the king has given us a 
horse, bullock, sheep, and turkey, which were all 
very valuable ; while our present to him is con- 
siderablv l^ss than that which the King of Kiiusia 
received. 

Wednesday^ June 23d, — ^Last night Boossa was 
visited by a tornado, which did a fittle mischief to 
the town. At an early hour in the morning the king 
and queen paid us a farewell visit, vchen the former 
again cautioned us to beware of poison. We then 
expressed our acknowledgments to both for all their 
favours ; and an hour or two after they had taken 
their departure we rode out of the city, accompanied 
by two horsemen as an escort and a foot-messenger 
to the Sultan of Yiioorie. Not for from the walln 
of Boossk we came to a spot where ihe herds of tiie 
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king and tnidikie wefre grazing : finer cattle can no- 
where be seen ; they are under the care o€ Faldtah 
slaves, because the natkes do not understand their 
management From hence we journeyed along the 
bank9 of the Niger at aii easy pace, owing to the 
hollows in the path, and two hours afterwsi^rd en- 
tered a pleasant little walled town, called Kagogie^ 
where we were desired to halt till to-monrow. The 
town is peopled soleiy by the King of Bouss^^s 
slaves ; and is distant, in a northerly direction, from 
the capital about eight or nine miles. We have been 
sent Mther by land, because. a csinoe could not be 
paddled up the river without the greatest difficulty 
and danger on account of the rocks. The inhabit- 
ants of Kagogie appear to enjoy an easy kind of life. 
The chief part of their time is employed in hus- 
bandry, fislimg, and taking care of the king^s horses ; 
and though but indifferently clad, they all seem well 
fed, coi^tented, and comfortable. 

In the afternoon a young womai^ presented herself 
with a few loose leaves of "Thomson's Seasons," 
which we had thrown away at 'Boossi. She had 
been despatched purposely by the king, her master, 
who imagined that they were valuable to us,'and that 
we had overlooked them in the hurry of departure. 

Even here, in this insignificant and sequestered 
place, the Arabic language is professed to' be taught 
in schools, and boys are put under the tuition of 
men who can only teach them a few very ^lort Mo- 
hamiln^dan prayers, and who do not themselves un- 
derstand a single Arabic character. 

Our nights were spent most unpleasantly at 
Boosskj by reason of the swanns of mosquitoes and 
black ants which infested our dwelling, and whose 
sting is keener than a needle's point ; the latter in- 
sect, in particular, is a great nuisance, and wb are 
toid that there is not a town on the banks of \he 
Niger that is free from either. 

Thursday^ June 24f A.-^Though the governor of 
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Kagogie had been made acquainted with o«r inten- 
tions no less than three days befpre our arrival, yet 
no canoe had been got ready for our u^e ; and this 
morning, when we expected to embark, the "king 
of the canoe," as the person who has the care of it 
is ridiculously styled, informed us with t!he utmost 
unconcern that it was out of repair, and that it wouljl 
riot, be fit for our reception for some hours at least. 
This intelligence was very disagreeable and pro- 
voking ; for we were so anxious to embark on the 
Niger, that the shortest delay was painful to us 
Besides, the appearance of the mornmg foretold a 
hot day, and as we had neither awning nor umbrellas 
to screen us from the burning ?*un, this circumstance 
tended to increase oiir uneasiness. The natives 
have no forethought, and imagine that all men yakie 
time as little as themselves ; every thing is deferred 
till the very last moment, and they look up into 
one's face with wonder when they 9ee one anywise 
impatient. , 

In the course of the foreiloon we repaired to the 
.side of the river, which is about twenty or thirty 
paces from the town, for the purpose of endeavour- 
itig to encdurage and hurry tlje workmen m their 
labour aboiit the canoe. Promises and threats were 
employisd to effect this* object, but the. men would 
neither be coaxed nor intimidated, — they would riot 
overwork themselves, they said, for all the riches in 
our possession ; so that we were obliged to leave 
them, and exercise our patience. The branch of the 
Niger which flows by Kagogie is about a mile in 
width ; but it is rendered so shallow by large sand- 
banks that, except in one very narrow place, a child 
might wade across it without difficulty. Mr. Park 
chose a deeper and safer branch, thoiigh it led to 
the same dangers. 

Our horses were conveyed across from here to 
the opposite side of the river, from whence they wiU 
be taken to Y^rie by iand^ because therqanoes of 
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the natives would be too frail a eonreTance for 
them, 'niese canoes are of great length, but the 
workmanship employed in making and fashioning 
them is'exceedin^y rude and careless. Owing per- 
haps to the wsmt of proper trees of sufficient mag- 
nitode, they are made of two blocks of wood, which 
are sewn together by a thick cord, under which a 
quantity of ^straw is placed, both inside and out, to 
prevent 'the admission of water ;^ but the whole is 
altogether so clnmsily executed, that eve^y oanoe in 
the country is always leaky. 
. About midday, the workmen having finished our' 
eanoe, the luggage was presently put into it, and be- 
tween twelve and' one we embaiked with our peopl^« 
and were launched out into the river. The direc- 
tion of this branch was nearly^eaiaft and west; and 
we proceeded some distance down the stream for 
the purpose of getting into the main branch of the 
Niger, where there is deeper water. This object 
was soon attained, and we fbund it flowing from 
north to south, through a rich and charming: country, 
which seemed to improve in appearance the farther 
we advanced. We were propelled 'at a good rate 
up a channel, which, from half a mile in breadth, 
gradually widened to rather better than a mile.^ 
Beautiful, spreading, and spiry trees adorned the 
country on each side of the river, like a park ; com, 
nearly ripe, waved over the water's edge; larffe 
open villages appeared every half-hour; and heras 
of spotted cattle were observed grazing and enjoying 
the cool of the shade. The appearance of the river 
for several miles was no less enchanting than its 
borders ; it was as smooth as a lake ; canoes, laden 
with sheep and goats, were paddled by women down 
ita almost imperceptible current ; swallows and a 
variety of atjuatic bit*ds were sporting over |ts glassy 
surface, which was ornamented by a munter of 
pretty little islands* 
The hoat of the ^^yc^athw difltosscid lit gllba^jF tfl 
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the approach of evening, i^rhen large sandbanks and 
shallows engaged our attention. A tittle after eight 
P. M. we landed on the pastern bank of the river, not 
far from a small village, where we fixed our tent on 
a plot of rising com, and, having nothing to eat, 
went supperless to rest. 

Fridcty^ June 25M. — ^The most remarkable object 
which we saw on rising this morning was a rugged 
and romantic range of hills, ap|)earing to the east- 
ward of our encampment: it is called Engarskiej 
from a country of the same njme in which the hills 
are situated, and which was formerly an independent 
kingdom, but is now become a province of Y^orie. 
At a little before seven A. M. our canoe was pushed 
off the sandy beach on which it had been secured 
last evening, and propelled down a very narrow 
channel between a large sandbank and the shore. 
This conducted us into the main branch of the, Ni- 
ger, and We again admired its delightful and mag- 
nificent appearance. 

We had proceeded only a few hundred yards when 
the river gradually widened to two miles, and con- 
tinued so as far as the eye could reach. It looked 
very much like an artificial canal; the banks having 
the appearance of a dwarf wall, with vegetation be- 
yond. In most places the water was extremely 
8h:dlow, but in others it was deep enough to^fioat a 
frigate. During the first two hours of the day the 
scenery was as interesting and picturesque as can 
be imag[ined. The banks were literally covered 
with haiitlets and villages ; fine trees, bending under 
the weight of their dark and impenetrable foliage, 
everywhere relieved the eye from the glare of flie 
sun's rays, and, contrasted with the lively verdure 
of the little hills and plains, produced the most 
pleasing effect. Afterward, however, there waft a 
decided change ; the''banks, which befcnre consisted 
of dark earth, day, or sand, were now composed of 
t)laek rugged 'rooks; Jarge 8andt:MsB and islands 
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were scftttered in the rirer, which diverted it into a 
variety of litUe channels, and effectually de8troye4 
its appearance. 

About eleven o'clock, dark cloiids from tiie west 
foretold an approaching storm ; and onr boatmen 
used their utmost exertions in endeavouring to reach 
a village, or some place of security, before it should 
burst upon us ; but in this hope we w^re disap- 
pointed, for in a very few minutes it blew a hurri- 
cane, ^accompanied by thunder and lightning of the 
most awful description, and the rain fell in torrents. 
It became, besides, so daik, that nothing could be 
clearly distinguished at the distance of only a few 
yards. We were wetted to the skin in a moment; 
and our baiioe was in danger of sinking as we came 
abreast of a little fishing viUage, on an island, close 
to the water*fif edge. We jumped on shoiQS as soon 
^ possible, and ran without shoes or ha&s into the 
first hut we came to for protection from the storm. 
I^ere our unlooked-for intrusion frightened away a 
poor woman, who rushed put of the hut as we en- 
tered it ; but we commenced throtring off our difip- 
ping clothes, and displacing a pot of fish which was 
stewing over a few eniring embers, heaped up all 
the dry wood we could find. Not till then did we 
discover that our situation was little better ^than it 
had been in the canoe ; the hut had two large open 
doorways opposite each other, through wmch the 
wind swept the rain, and filled it with pools of water. 
This was too much for us, and 9allying out imme- 
diately, half-dressed, we hurried towards a hut which 
we perceived at a short distance ; but this was no 
better than that which we had ieft,r— all seemed 
alike ; and rushing back again through the pelting 
rain, we regained our deserted hut, and resigned 
ourselves to all its inconveniences. Our people 
shortly afterward came up to us,; quite benumbed 
with cold and wet; and, notwithstanding their dis- 
tress and our cr#h ^cotttfortltM conditicMi, w^ eoold 
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not forbear laughing at their comical ^md raggied ap- 
pearance. Meantime the hostess and her husband, 
with several of the other villagers, summoned up 
resolution enough to visit tds; and by way of a 
peace-ofiferittg, they brou^t with them firewood 
and a small quantity of j^rovisions. This enabled 
us to kindle two large fires in the hut, which, as the 
storm was abating, soon dried up the water ; but we 
were unavoidably obliged io lie down in .damp 
clothes. M^ brother and I sat up during the best 
part of the night, for we found it impossible to sleep, 
not only on account of myriads of mosquitoes, but 
the groaninff and snoring of men, the barking* and 
growling of dogs, an incessant drumming at an 
adjacent village, and the startling roar of a lion, 
which was prowling about our quarters near the 
whole of the night. 

Saturday^ June 26th, — ^The tempest of yesterday 
was succeed^ by^cool evening, and a remarkably 
clear night In the morning, on leaving the vill^e, 
we were followed to the beach by a few of its inhabit- 
ants, and when the canoe was pushed off at seven 
o'clock, they cheered us loudly. These pneople are 
harmless and ^ood-natured, but dirty in their persons ' 
and singular m their manners. Their language is 
different from that spoken at Boossi. Most of the 
yiUages on the islands, as far as Ykoorie, it is said, 
are inhabited by the same race of people, and they 
are also scattered on the banks of the river. The 
women daub their hair with red clay, but they are 
too poor to purchase many personal cAnaments, and 
the men use none whatever. They appear to have 
the necessaries of life in abundani^e ; they are par- 
tial to affriciidture, and cultivate larse portions of 
land wim com« rice, and onions; besides which 
fishing is carried on by them on an extensive scale, 
and numbers of the men go three days* journey up 
the Niger to catch fish. Most of their huts are sup- 
ported on day pillars, which are wonderAil'y small ; 



2M FROM BOOBfUL 

or o;a stone Mbs not more than an inch in ttimkness* 
The walls of the huts are only two or thr^ inches 
in thickness ; but these have no large doorways like 
that which we occupied ; and instead of them, they 
are furnished with a small single aperture near thte 
roof, to which their owners are .obliged to climb ; and 
even then they, cannot enter without, great exertion. • 
These hats approach nearer to the shape of a com- 
mon English oven than any thing else we Imve ever 
seen. Situated between BoDs& .and Ykoorie* ^e 
inhabitants of most of the islands «peak the language; 
of those countries, but they have also one of their 
own,' which, none bitt themselves-' understand : a 
smattering of the Haussa tongue, which they have 
attained, is the only method of communication which 
is adopted in their trading transactions. 

We had passed the islani whereon we slept last 
night but a few minutes, and had just entered into 
the main river, when we came to a spot Where it 
spreads again into branches, and each, channel ^nras 
titerally tilled with dangerous rocks, sandbanks,^and 
low islands Covered with tall rank grass. The ^ 
pearance of them was extremely disheartening. We 
itere conducted up the main branch of the' river, but 
were soon obliged to land with our people in order 
to lighten the canoe, which, ^iter a deal of exertion, 
was lifted over a ridge of rocks into deeper water* 
During the greater part, of the morning, indeed, our 
canoe was continually striking against concealed 
Tock^, or running on hidden sandbanks, but sus* 
tained no apparent damage by the concussion ; the 
only inconvenience we experienced from it was the 
£itiguingone of being obliged to get out and in When«> 
ever it was found necessary. - It therefore ^Jforded 
us Much pleasure to be landed, about two o'clo<ik in 
the afternoon, on the lefk bank of the rivet, for we 
were heartily tired of our morning's work,4Lnd felt 
highly gratified that it was over. 

At a short distance 'from the water's edge the 
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country was thickly studded with clusters of huts, 
which all together are called the village of Sooloo; 
and we took up our quarters in a large one, which is 
nearest l^e landing-place* The inhabitants resem- 
ble very much the islanders ali*eady spoken of; they 
cultivate much land, and catch vast quantities offish ; 
but though they live well, they are clothed very 
indifferently. The only ornaments they wear are 
made of the back-bone of, a certain species of fish, 
which are tied round the loins and otl^er parts of the 
body. Besides corn, &c., the inhabitants also grow 
immense quantities of onions, and they have liarge 
storehouses full of these ready to be exported to 
different parts of the continent. The price of an 
onion here is two cowries ; at Katunga forty, and at 
Badagry they fetch so high a phce as a hundred 
cowries each. 

We were treated this afternoon with much hos- 
pitality by them, and they did all in their power to 
lender our short stay as agreeable as possible. 

Sunday J June 27th. — Bom of us awoke this morn- 
ing rather unwell, which was most likely occasioned 
by our exposure to the tempest of Friday. The old 
chief of the village accompanied us to the water's 
edge when we quitted our hut for the purpose of 
embarking^ and enjoined the ** king of the cano^*' to 
be particularly careful of his charge. ** Careful !" 
answered the man ; *' to be sui*e I will ; do I not 
know that white men are more precious than a boat- 
load of eggs, and require as much care to be taken 
of themi" We entreated the same man a short 
time afterward to be more active and diligent in the 
management of his canoe, for he was rather inclined 
to be lazy, and suffered every one to go before ours ; 
but he replied gravehr, ** Kings do not travel so fast 
as common men; I must convey you along as 
slowly as possible." 

We had heard so unfavourable an account of the 
stata of the river at one particular place which we 
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should have to pdss, ttiat pur people were tiompeHed 
to disembark and walk alonjer the- banks a consider- 
able way, till we had passed it, whei^ we took them in 
again. We found the description to be in nowise 
exaggerated ; it presented a most forbidding appear- 
ance, and yields only to the state of the Niger near 
Boossk in difficulty and danger. On our arriyal at 
this formidable place, we discovered a range of black 
roek^ running directly acrossr the stream, and the 
wateri findipg only one narrow passage, rushed 
through it with great impetuosity^ overturning and 
carrying away every thing in its course. Our flbafc- 
men,with the assist^ceof a number of the natives. 
Who planted themselves on the rocks on each side 
jcfi the only channel, ahd in the stream at the stern 
of the canoe, lifted it by main force into smoother 
and safer water. The last difficulty with respect to 
rocks and sandbai^s was now overcome, aiKl m 'a 
very little time we came to the termination of all the 
islands, after which, it ii^ said, there is not a single 
dangerous place up the Niger, The river here pre- 
sented its noblest appearance ; not a sin^e rock nor 
sandbank was anywhere pei'fteptibie ; its bonders 
resuraecj their beauty, aiMi a strong, refreshing breeae, 
which had blown during the whole of the morning*, 
now gave it the motion of a slightly-agitated sea. 
In the course of the morning we passed two lovely 
little islands, clothed in verdure. Which at a short 
distance looked as, charming as the fabled gardens 
of flesperia ; indeed no spot on earth can excel theili 
in beauty of appearaijce. These islands are in- 
habited by a few individuals. ' 

About eleven A* M. we landed at the Ibot of a 
little village on the east bank of the river, where our 
horses and men had arrived before us. Here a little 
milk was presented to us by aF^fttah in the service 
of the Sultan of Yioorie, and we rested under a large 
tree an hour or two, awa^itin^ the arrival of ckrriers 
from the t^ity of ITaoorie, whd had htfm sent Ibr 
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yesterday by one of the Boodsi messengers thailiad 
charge of our horses. These men arrived at the vil- 
lage between one and two o'clock in the afternoon, 
and we immediately mounted and rode onwards. 

The path was in a N» N. E. direction, and we 
travelled over a steril country, which was gradually 
risingat every step, and abounded plentifully in game. 
The weather was dpjMressively warjrn, and we Were 
obliged to refresli ourselves l^ halting occasionally 
and resting in the shade, Th^ soil, which at first 
was so indUfferent and barren, improved greatly as 
we drew near Ylioorie ; and immense patches of 
land, cultivated with a variety of com, also with rice, 
indigo, cotton, &c., were visilde on. every side. 
Labourers were employed in these plantations, 
attended by a drummer, that they might be excited 
by the soimd of his' instrument to work well and 
briskly. On attaining the summit of a steep bill, we 
rode ov^r^a very narrow pathway, so mUch over^ 
hmig 1^ an impenetrable thorny shrub that there 
was not room for moire than one man to walk. This 
Ijsd us to the waQ of Yioorie, and we entered the 
city through an amazingly strong passage, in which 
was an immense door, covered with plates of irdn* 
rudely fastened to the wood- work. We were almost 
^cxhansted with fatigue on our arrival, insomuch that 
we excused ourselves from visiting and paying our . 
respects to the sultan^ and we were conducted to a 
convenient habitatuHv whidi had been prepared for 
vs. Y^orie is abont eight mileS N. N. £. from the 
«illafe at whidi we lan&d* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Btmarkt on the Ri^wr—lDteUigence of tho Fato of Sir. Paik— Hit Gnu 
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of tbfli Widow Zunta— Application of the Travellers to the King of 
BooasA — Wars in Nouffle— Provinces of I llussa— Detention of the 
Travellers— The Sultan of YiMrie— His Charactei^-FtrewBll Visit. 

With the exception of the dangerous rocks at 
Boossk, we are informed that during our four days' 
passage up the river, we have passed- all the most 
di^ci3t places in it^ neither rocks norsandbanksy it 
is said, l^ing either above Yaoorie, or below Boosslu 
We hav» said nothing of tlie course of the river, 
because it is pretty well understood that this city 
lies nea^rly due north of B6ossll; and also, that not- 
withstanding itsivindings and the number and variety 
of its channels, the Niger or Quorra flows past 
Booss^ in a single undivided channel. In its natural 
bed, when uninterrupted by rocks and "other impedi- 
ments, the river runs at this time of thp year at the 
rate of between one and two miles in^m hotur ; when- 
ever it is obstructed by them, however, the velociW 
of the current is considerably increased. Although 
during the dry seasdn, no communication or inter- 
course i^ maintained by water between BoOssd and 
the countries or states lower down the river, by rea- 
son of the dangerous rocks which have been already 
alluded to more than once ; yet in the wet season, 
after the "^Malca" (or fourteen days' incessant rain) 
has set in, when all the rivers which are diy during 
the remainder of the year pour their overplus into 
the " Great Father of Waters," as -the Niger is em- 
phatically styled, then canoes, it is said, pass to and 
uo between Yaooriey Nouffie, Bodssa* and Fundi. 
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It 10 immediately after the ^ Mal6a,'' also» that the 
Niger, by the depth and velocity of its currept, 
sweeps off the rank grass which springs up annually 
on its borders. Bvery rock and every, low island is 
then completely covere^^, and may be passed over in 
canoes without difficulty, or even apprehension of 
danger. The enterprising Mr. Park must have had 
a thqusand difficulties to overcome in his voyage 
down the Niger. \ It was about- this time of the year 
that he arrived at Yjioorie, and the river, it is said, 
was then about the same height as it is at present. 
The canoemen, who in all probability were his 
slaves, were said to be chained to the canoe, in order 
to prevent their running away ; his pilot was unac- 
quainted with the river any farther, and therefore he 
received his wages here in Ydoorie and returned -to 
his own country ; bM Mr. Park, with a companion, 
and three white bbys^ continued their journey down 
the Niffer, without any person whatever to point out 
^e sa?est channel, or warn them 'o{ their .danger. 
When the accident happened at Booss^ by which 
they lost their live^, it is said they preferred being 
drowned to avoid as they imagined a more dreadful 
death. 

Many years ago, a large boat arrived at Yioorie 
on a trading voyage from Timbuctoo. Having dis- 
posed of their merchandise, the boatmen returned to 
their country l^ land, because they asserted that the 
exertion of worldng their vessel back so great a dis- 
tance against the stream was too n^uch for themt 
and theireft)re they left it behind at Yaborieu 

Monday^ June 28/*.— -This morning we were visited 
by the chief of the Arabs of this city, who (if such a 
title can be used with propriety) is prime ministf^r to 
the sultan. He is a very old man, as dark as a 
native; and was dressed in the coaitume of his coun- 
trymen, which is very becoming. His beard was 
long, and as white as snow, and a singular tuft of 
hair which was directly under the lower lip did not 
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l6ok i)aiieh unlike the tail of a white mouse. Thougiii 
toothless, the old man was yet very communicative 
and intelli^ntr and among other tmn^ he informed 
us that Mr/Paik did not visit the city of Yioorie, hut 
remained in his canoe at the village where we-landed 
yesterday, and despatched a mejssenger in his stead 
to the sjiltan, with a suitable present. Th^is Arab, 
had been sent by the sultan to tne' village 'with pres- 
ents in return,- and by his description of. Mri Park's 
dress, he must have worn the laced tobe that we 
received of the King of Boossa^ and which may 
account for the facihty with which we obtained it, 
as well as the reluctance of the king to enter into 
an explanation of the manner in which his ancestor 
had got possession of it. Mr. Park is stated to have 
been drowned in this same dres&. The. Arab informed 
us, that he had in his possession a cutlass and a 
double-barrelled gun, which was part of Mr. Park'-s 
present to the' sultan. We expressed a wish to look 
at these weapons, a^id they were immediately sent 
for. The gun wto very excellent, and handsomely 
mounted; and we offered our own fowling-piece in 
exchange for it, which was cheerfully agreed to» but 
not till after the saltan's consent had in the first place 
been obtained. . 

Not long after the old Arab had taken his leave of 
us, several of his country-people, of much f^rer com^ 
plexions, came to pay their respects ; and among 
them was a young man named Alt, Who arrived iu 
this city yesterday, in ten days from Soccatpo, having, 
stopped to trade on the road. 

The journey from hence to the city of Soccatoo, 
when no stoppage is made, on the road, may easily be 
accomplished in five days only ; and this is the rdgu- 
iar time the natives take to go there. Koolfu is two 
days' jojjirney fmm Yaoorie. fle represented himself 
as one 6f the Arabs that accompanied Major Denham, 
Captain Clapperton, and their party over the desert 
from MoHrzuk, in Fezzan, to Bornoii. ' 
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liftii night the sultan sent ns a bnllocic, a fine large 
efaeep of a peculiar specie^, the handsomest y^e ever 
saw ; a great quantity of milk, and several hundred 
weight of rice ; and this evening we received a large 
turkey and a bowl of rice from the chief of the Arabs. 

Tuesday f June 2^h, — This evenings by desire^ we 
went to pay our respects to th& sultan.. We soon, 
arrived at Uie {palace, which is a very liarge building, 
or rather a ^up of buildings enclosed by a high 
wdl ; and dismounting, we were presently conducted 
through a low avenue formed by pillard, which was 
as dark as a subterraneous i)a8sage. This led to a 
large square yard, which weentered, and found it to 
communicate with the sultan's ap^ments, by the 
number . of domestics that were hurr3ring about. 
Several people were sitting on the ground, but we 
were obliged to stand a long time, during^ which a 
profound silence was preserved, and no one was 
polite enough to ofifer us a mat to sit on. At length 
we received a summons to advance, and were intro- 
ducedinto.anqther square, very much resembling a 
clean farm-yard. Here we mscovered tHe sultan 
sitting alone in the centre of the square, on a plain 
piece of carpeting, with a pillpw on each side of him, 
and a neat brass pan in front. His appearance was 
not only mean, but absolutely squalid and dirty. He 
is a big-headed, corpulent, and jolly-looking man, 
well stricken in 3rear8 ; and though there is something 
harsh and forbidding in his countenance, yet he was 
generally smiling durinp^ the conference. The con- 
versation commenced in the usual complimentary 
way; and then our obiect in visiting Yaoorie was 
briefly and indirectly hinted at. Wlien we asked 
him whether he did not send a letter to the late Cap- 
tain Clapperton while that officer was at Koolfu, m 
which he had affirmed that be had certain books and 

Eapers in his possession which belonged toMr. Park* 
e appeared very much confused. After thinking 
and hesitaling a good while, he answered with an 
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ftflfeeted langlit "* How do you.tliiftk thiit I codM have 
the books of a person t)mt was lost at Booesd ?^ and 
this was all h^ said on the subject B,e subsequently 
wished to know the reason that Captain Clappertcm 
refused to visit him when he passed through the 
country; but more especially why, after his death, 
I. had not paid him that mark of respect on my return 
to the coast irom Soccatoo. My reply to him was, 
that I, had been told he was the greatest monarch ia 
the country, and therefore 1 shqtlM have felt ashamed 
to have visited him with the triflin'g present which I 
•had to offer, as he might consider it an insult to ^ 
dignity. 'A' frown of disapprobation settled on his 
countenance at hearing this, and he shsurply rejoii^ed, 
that he was perfectly well acquainted with the nature 
and value of the presents which had been made to 
the various chiefs I had visited; but that if I had 
nothing to offer, him, \t was ray duty, and should 
have been my firstcare, to have paid my respects to 
him at Yaoorie. Here the conversation Was abruptly 
ended;' the sultan was more than half-inclined to be 
angry with u^ ; and we were nOt at all sorry to be 
reconducted to the open air. 

Wednesday, June 30^A.— This morning I.carried the 
BuUan-s present to him ; but it was very coldly re- 
ceived. I stated, that by reason of the selfishness 
and bad faith of the chief jat the seaside, and; the 
length of the journey from thence, the pesents we 
had brought from England were nearly all expended; 
ii^somiich that we found it ^ould be impossible to 
reach Bornou without receiving an additional sum)ly 
of goods, which in our present situation we had no 
o^pportunity of obtaining; and that this being. the case, 
we had no other, resource left but to get to the salt 
water, when our wants would be promptly supplied. 
I observed that going down the river in a canoe MpM 
be the easiest and best means of effecting this^jp^i^t, 
to which the sultan replied that the pr|ce of cjcahoe 
would be a hundred dc^rs ; but he was t^uatfaat 
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we had not property enough to purchase one. The 
road overland tpFunda, by way of Koalfu or Guam, 
was then mentioned, and the sultan promised to send 
us thither in two or three days. Here the conversa- 
tion ended, and I tool? 'my leave. • 

The young Arab from Soccatop visited us again 
to*day, and presented us with dried dates which he 
had brougl^t frbm Fezzan, and a quantity of trona. 
Ali is a handsonte and intelligent young man, and is 
extremely open sind connnunicative. But all his good 
qualities areca^t in the shade by a mean and rapacious 
habit of be^ngf which he displays in common with 
his couqti^men who reside here, and which has dis- 
gusted and displeased us more than once. He tells 
us that he is on his way to Aldire in Yarriba with 
goods and horses for sale>; but he is suspected to be 
a spy sent by Bello ta exandine the fortifications and 
ascertain the state of public feeling in the city, With 
intelligence of which he is to return 4;o.him. 

Thursday, July 1st. — Yesterday nothing occurred 
worthy of observation, nor has^ny thing taken place 
to-day which requires more than a passing remark; 
The sultan sent us ten old guns to^ clean and repair 
this morning ; we are pnable to execute the latter 
part oMus commands, but fortunately the mulatto 
who accoinpanied us^om Baddgry is fully competent 
to the task, and in such cases always acts in our 
stead. The sultan sent for Pascoe two hours, after- 
ward, and desired hinr to ask us for medicine to cure 
sore eyest and complaints- in the bowels. We are 
pestered with 6iich applications as these all day long. 
Pascoe embraced theopportunity of making inquiries 
of the sultan concerning the lost papers of Mr. Park, 
aS|We had desired hini ; hut he shook hisThead, and 
would say nothingabout the matter, and immediately 
shifted the conversation to another subject. Tliis 
prince assumes more consequence than any chief or 
monarch that we have yet seen ; he never receives a 
visit but he exacts from the visiter the most humili- 

VOL. I.— Z 
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ating ibrros of address ; and even when the Arabs 
themselves obtain an audience, they are^ obli^d to 
deliver what they h^ve to say to him on their knees* 
Perhaps he expected a similar servile position from 
us, for such his countenance seemed to indi(?ate, but 
whatever might have been his expectation, we had 
no qotion of demeaning o.urselves so grossly in his 
presence. . Since our arrival in this city, my brother 
and I have been very seriously indisposed, as might 
be expected, for the aur is humid and unwholesome, 
beiu^ impregnated with aQ manner of noxious efflu« 
via, trem the swampy nature of the soil At thii; season 
of the year, and the number of large pools of impure 
water which exist more or less in every quarter of 
the town. 

Friday f /ti/y 3<2.-^It is rather unfortunate fqr us 
that so immense a quantity of neeidles was distributed 
through the countiy by the last mission ;. the market 
here is even now compAetely overstocked Svith th(em, 
so that we find it difficult to dispose of ours for a 
quarter of their value. In Varriba and elsewhere it 
was a general practice with us to pay the carriers of 
our luggage with needles only, but here we are 
endeavouring to dispose of them in order to purchase 
provisions for our people. We brought with us from 
England nearly a hundred thousaiid needles, of va- 
rious sizes, and among them was a great quantity of 
^ Whitechapel sharps," warranted *' superfine and not 
to cut in the eye!" Thus highly recommended, ^e 
imaginedj^at these needles must have be^n excellent 
indeed; but what was our surprise some time ago, 
when/a number of them which we had disposed of 
were returned to us With a complaint that they were 
all eyd^ssy thus redeeming, with a vengeance the 
pledge of the manufacturer, that they ^' would not 
cut in tlie eye,^ On an examination afterward, we 
found the same fault with the remainder of the 
♦♦Whitechapel sharps," so that to save t)ur credit we 
nave been obliged to throw them away. Our \Mi 
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and almoist only resource has been in the metal 
buttons attached to our KngUsH clothes. These, 
when polished brightly, ^ook. well, and ^ave com- 
pletely won the people of all ranks, from the sultan 
to the slave, who freely offer three or four hundred 
cowries each for those with silver gilt, and double 
that sum for pne with.gpld gilt; whereas, for a good 
lookihg-glass we can only obtain three hundred 
cowries. Our clothes are nearly all stripped of their 
buttons ; and we now.place our dependence for futiire 
support principally on a. quantity of livery and sol- 
diers' buttons, which are, howevei^, rather dull apd 
dirty, and will require many hours' labour before 
they attain any degree of brightness. 

Sunday t Jtdy 4th. — ^X^^^^^^^ay was barren of inci- 
dent of any kind. T^o-day I visited the sultan to 
make a last.appUcation for Mr. Park's papers. He 
would give no decisive answer; but in the course, 
of the day, he said he would teU the chief of the 
Arabs every thing relative to them, and would sisnd 
him to us With the information. .Accordingly, in 
the afternoon the old man came as commanded ; 
but instead of deliyerinff the expected conimunica- 
Uon, he said that we should certainly inspect the 
books to-morrow ; and in the mean tigio the sultap 
would thank us to sell him some gunpowder, and 
whatever red cloth we might have left. This re- 
finement in begging, or, in other words, this mean 
rapaciousness on the part of the sultan,- was never 
more apparent than in this instance. He had pre- 
viously requested us to sell him a quautity of beads, 
&C.9 to which he expressed a wish that we should 
affix our own price. We did so ; but on applying 
for payment, he has uniformly returned for apsvtrer 
that we had asked too large a sum for those articles. 
Notwithstanding this, we gave the Arab the powder 
and red cloth which he h^ requested in the name 
of his master, with a message that the sultan wa|s at 
liberty to give whatever he thought proper for them. 
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in8tead,'.i6wever, of returning ns the money^he hav 
kept the goods without mailing the slightest aii- 
kno wledghient ; and sent a eunuch in tl^' evening 
to beg- a few needier, which- of- course it would be 
impolitic to refuse. 

Monday, July Sth. — It has rained very heavily 
all day, insomuch that on our parts we could not 
visit the suHan, nor could a messenger come from 
him to us. 

Tuesday J July bthi — ^This foreiioon we sent Pascoe 
with a message to the sultan, that we earnestly 
wished to receive a final and decisive answer with 
regard tb the restoration of Mr. Park's papery which 
we declared to have been the sole ob^t of our 
viedting him, and that it was our desire to quit 
Yaoorie immediately. This bold and to us unusual 
language seemed to. have surprised and startled the 
sultan, and he instantly despsitched the old Arab to 
inform us, that ^^' he declared to God, in the most 
solemn manner, -that he had never had in his pos- 
session, nor seen, any books or papers of the white 
travellers that perished at Boqssd*" The Arab 
likewise assured us that we were at iiberty to pro- 
ceed .on our journey whenever we shoi^d think 
proper. Thus, notwithstanding airthe false hopes 
^i^hich'the sultan artiblly held out to us , that Mr. 
Bark's papers were actually in his possession, his 
letter to Captain Clapperton, which expressly stated 
this to be tne ease, and the pitiful shuffling which 
he has displayed to keep us so long inisuspense 
¥^th respect to any true information, it appears 
then, without doubt, that he has not^ and never has 
had, a single book or paper in the finglish language. 
His only motive for the dastardly conduct he has 
displayed could have been neith^ more nor less 
than the hope of getting us into his power by mis- 
representation and falsehood, .in order to obtain 
some of the European articles which we* had in our 
possession. That the sul^n has succeeded so well 
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w^h tts h$s not been oat fatilt entirely; but even 
now be is by no nieaA» satisfied, nor is it likely tbat 
he will be wbile we rem^n with him. ' It is a satis- 
faction at least for us to know that the long-s€»ught 
papers apre at present nowhere in existence. 
\ Wedfie^day^, JtHy 7th. — 'Yaoc^rie is. a large, flourish- 
itig, and united kingdom. -It is botmded on the east 
by Haussa, on the west by Borgoo, on the north by 
Cubbie^and on the south by the kingdom of Npqffie. 
The crown is hereditary, and the government an ab- 
s6lute* despotism* The former sultan was deposed 
by his subject^, for his violet me^ures and genei^ 
bad conduct ; ^nd the present tuler, who succeeded 
htm, has reigned for the long period pf thirty ^jbe 
year^. The sultan** has^ a strong military force, 
which has sqccessfullV repell^ it is said, the re- 
peated attacks which the ever-restless Falits^s foT 
a number o( years past made c» the city and .king 
dom of Yiaporie'; it is now employed in a remote 
province in .quelling a rising insurrection, occasioned 
partly from the inabiUty of the natives to pay their 
accustomed tribute, and partly from the harsh mea- 
sures adopted by. the * s^ultan to compel them to do 
feo. The city of Yaoorie is of prodigious extent, 
and iseupposed to be as' populous as any other in 
the whole continent, or at least that part of it which 
is visited by the' trading Arabs, Its wall is high and 
very iexeeUent,^thoilgh made of, clay alone, arS may 
be between twenty and thirty miles in circuit ; and 
it has eight vast entrance-gates or, doors, which are 
well fortified after the manner of th^ country. The 
inhabitants manufacture -a very coarse and inferior 
sort of gunpowder, which,, however, is the best and, 
we beheve, the only manufactory of the kind in thi& 
part of the country. ; besides which they make very 
neat saddles, country doth, &c. ; and they girowm- 
digo, tobacco, onions, wheat, and different kinds of 
grain, and vast quantities of rice of superior quality. 
Theinhabitanto have likeMrisehorseSybullock^ygoatsi 

Z2 
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Ac., but notwHhstia&diii^ tfieir indvistrjr 4nd the ad* 
vantages which they eftjoy, they sre very poorty 
cladf have little money, and are perpetually cork* 
plaining bf theip bad cdndition.^ An indifferent 
market i9 held in the city, daily 'under commodious 
8hed9« in which the above articles are ofle^'ed for 
sale. ■ ■ ' '--■•.■■•'• *.••■••': 

The better sort of women, or those that can afford 
time and nioney for the purpose, weai^ their hair 
plated t^ tngisiniously^ and died bltie with. indigo; 
their lips lire likewise Gained yelipw and bhiCyVhich 
gives them an inexpressibly odd appearance; and 
their eyes are blackened with powdered antimony^ 
or' something of4he same nature and properties^ 
which is importi^d from a place-called Jacoha, This 
is in general use, not only here, but iii every ot]>er 
place which i^e have visited. . 

The use of hennah is as^^enefal at Y^kK)ri<^ aft 
elsewhere ; the more bpulent fiemales m^ke useof 
this most beautiful die in profusion; they simpljf 
app^y the pouhded leaves of t^is piani to tiie teeth« 
attd to the finger and toe-nails ; for the latter it is 
made into a kind of poultice/ anj) in the evening is 
put on those parts, and* r^^nains till next morning. 
The poorer sort of females, hQ^evier, from neces^ 
sity, we suppose, rather than froft^' iQciinati|Oh, make 
use of-neitherof these Ornaments to enhance theijr 
natural charms; and, save tattooiiig, -they have no 
personal Embellishments whatever. 
' The sultanas residence^ as weH as the houses of 
many of th^ principal inhabitants of the city, are 
two stoYies in height, having thick and clumsjr stairs 
of clay leading to the upper apartments, wmch are 
rather lofty; and, together with rooms on*' the 
ground-floor, have doorways sufficiently large ' to 
enaUe a person to enter them without putting him<* 
self to the inconvenience of stooping. ^ The pnncipst 
part of the houses are built In the circular or coOzie 
iai^ticin) but tiie inhabiCaiits have a few square ones) 
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and Qie soHan's ^e of na negrular form whatever* 
It may 1i>e oonsidered sofnewhat singular that the 

feneralityof the natives of^estem and Central, 
nd, we believe, also of Northern Africa," moiaten, 
the floors Of their huts and th^ inside of their walls* 
with a solutioii of cow*dung and w^ter, two or three 
times.' a day, or as often as they can find the mate- 
rials." "Thoi;(fl:h dipagreeable to the smell, of a 
European, this K6eps. the interior of a dwelling as 
tjool ^ it is dark*^ We should, have thought that 
Dr. Johnson, from whom this quotation is taken 9 
was speaking of the native dwellings of this psti 
of the world, instead of those of the East Indies,, 
ao exactly does he describe them. 

Between the clpsters or assemblages of huts ijQ 
Yaoorie there is a ^considerable quantity of fertile^ 
lami, which is .left for cattle to graze on, or fbr the 
purposes of husbandry and agriculture.^ 

There is a g^eat variety ^^ trees within the walls 
of the city, consisting pf the' linle, the palm, the 
mi-cadania, and the date ; but tha latter, though it 
appears very, luxuriant, never was known to bear 
fruit. The palm4ree adonis the banks of the Niger^ 
and int-reases in ' quantit]^ the farther we advance 
up the river; yet that variety of it which bears the 
cocoanut is. nowhere to b^ seen, owing* most hkehr, 
to the disU^nce from the sea. . For a reason alre^y 
given in a preceding pdrt of this journal, no proper 
estimation (^an he formed of the number of inhabit- 
ants which Yaoorie contains, but it is surprisingly 
great. . . ' 

Thursday and Friday, July 9th and d^A.— during 
both these days we have been honoured with long 
visits from the sultan's daughters, eldest son, and- 
sistor ; the faces of the former are fapiiliar, because 
vthey come to see us every day. The old Arab also 
visited us on Thursday- motning, to pay his respects, 
according to, his, custom; but when he entered the 
apartment and diacovered the hei>ai^^^^ in eon- 



venation with U8» he seenved' mirprised and dis^ 
pleased, and ifnmedipjtely ordered the^yonngf man to 
qnit the apartment with his suite, which was in- 
stantly obeyed by the prince, without a syllable of , 
complaint or disapprobatfon at this peremptory- 
command. We subsequently desired an elH>lanation 
of snch arbitrary conduct on the part- of the Arab, 
and- he informed us,4n answer, that it was' done in 
order to prevent the . young man from solicitihg us 
for poison, which he might employ in the . destruc-' 
tion of his father^ life^r— so suspicious are the sove- 
reigns of this country of the^ intenti6ns of 6ven their 
.own childreil* . ;^ 

The sultan has sent to inform us that he will be 
occupied three days in writing tb th<e King of Eng- 
land an explanation of his conduct with respect to- 
Mr> Park's papers; and hewoiild therefor^ thank 
us to remain in Y^rie till the expiration, of that 
period. • • 

A fatdJtie^ Which left this city for Koolfu this 
(Friday) morning,. had orders from the sultan to 
return while they were on their journey ; and they 
accordingly re-entered Yaoorie in the afternoon. 
It is reported that the ringleader of the insurgents in 
Engarski^ the province in which the customary 
tribute was refiisied to be paid, left the rebels a short 
time ago to JigHt for themselves, and iSed to the king- 
dom of Nouffie. On hi& arrival he besought the Magia 
to. assist him against the soMiiers of' Yaodrie, and 
succeeded sb far, thai assistance ^vas promised ^him 
by the Nouffie king; butassooii as this news'^had 
reached Engarski, the sultaii*s soldiersr all deserted' 
their posts, and returned to him without delay. 
Both these days the men* have been entering the 
city 5 and they have brought with them only be- 
tween forty and fifty slaves. This is the reason 
that the fatdkie were stopped on their way to 
Koolfu ; and in all probability, if the news be true, 
it will likewise a^ct our jouniey thither. 
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' This evening the war-drum was somided outside 
ihesiiltan^s house; the noise of which is not pecu- 
liarly loud or dissonant, and is a much more cmlized 
kind of sound ^an the startHn^ war-ci^ of the people 
of Yarriba and Borgoo* The sultan has just, sent 
word that' he wishes to. see us to-morrow morning 
concerning the piice of the red cloth which he re- 
cently purchased of us-; and at the -same time he de-^ 
sires to see a specimen of each kind of button in our 
possession, becatise he has a great inclination to 
purchase a quantity, or the whole of them, for the 
use of himself and family. By the man that brought 
us this message he sent us for the first time a hum- 
ber of goora-nuts, alleging,, as an excuse for not 
offering us any before, that he did not imagine that 
Christians liked them. 

Saturday, Jtilp I0th» — Horse-soldiers are continue 
ing to>a:rnve by one and two at a time from Engarski, 
and the dead body of one of their captains has like-i 
Wise been 'brought into the city. This indiridual 
came by hipi deistth in rather a mysterious maiiner» 
insomuch that the public opinion is divided on the 
subject; some saying that he fell by an arrow, and 
others asserting with eoual' confidence that he was 
poisoned by his wife, who, after the consummation 
of her crime, ^ed to the embraces of an Arab who 
had been her lover before her marriage with the de- 
ceased. 

Durin]^ the war, which has continued these four 
months, the loss on the part- of Yioorie has been 
about a half-doeeh men killed, and the slaughter on 
the paA of the rebels, it is said, has been no less. 
This sanguinary contest is a specimen of their war- 
fare, so that there will -never be any great danger of 
depopulatioh from foreign wars or domestic broils. 

The sUltan has b^n shut up in his hbuse all day, 
and wiU not be spoken to, owing to the ill success 
of the Engarski expedition ; but though this curcum- 
stance is puUicIy known, the inhabitants of the city 
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hare ^hown no inclmi^tion to mourn with their sore- 
reififn; oirthe contrary, they hare been employed in 
ms&ing a ^ herka^^ (blessing/ fot the safe return of 
^e warriors, and feasting, rejoicing, and merriment 
were freely indulged in this evening in consequence. 
In the midst of their jollity, however, the people 
were thrown into confusion by a^ rumour that the 
^■clashing of arms was heard' in Koolfu,** or^in other 
wor^s, that preparations were making in that city 
for a ^,eai war ; that Falatahs and NouJfi,e men were 
assembling there from all (.quarters ; and that they 
were on the eve of making a fierce attack either on> 
Wbwow or the metropolis of Engariski; but which 
of these eitiiss is to be devoted to destruction jh> one 
can tell. Groups of people are expressing their 
hopes and fears in whispers in eveiy part of the 
city; '-r • ' • •' . • ^ • 

Sunday f July llf A*— Havingf been sent for, I visited 
the saltan to-day with a piece* of red cloth, two psur 
of scissors, a qu^tity of buttons, and a panister of 
powder. When introduced, I found him cheerful 
and merry, and his*good-huihour cdntinued through- 
put our. interview. ^'He observed that tlie^war which 
was juist terminated had cost him a great deal of 
money, so that he. regretted' his inabiUty to pay so 
large a sum for the articles as I had demandea. At 
leng|;bi aft^r a little civil contention oaboth sides, a 
bargain was made by the sultan's agreeing to give 
twenty-fiye thousand cowries tor., the powder, scis- 
sor^, and red cloth, and two hundred cowries for 
etery little button that we have^ which h^ prefers to 
the larger ones. Four hundred were asl^f but as 
these little buttons- are the commonest sort, and 
have been besides much worn, I did not long hesi^ 
tate in acceding to his terms. In allusion to our de- 
parture, the sultan observed that the path was dan- 
gerous, but when the obstacles should be removed, 
which would doubtless be in a few days, and when 
his letter to the monarch of England should be 
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written, we might qui^the city without further delay, 
for which intefligenoe I thanked him and took my 
leave. ^ 

The sultan seiit us a large ostrich a day or > two 
ago to 16ok at, and subsequently offered to give it to 
us, but as this immense . bird would require two or 
three men to take . care qf him on the road home- 
ward, we declined to take him, and could only thank 
the sultan for his intended kindness. 

Monday, July 13M.-^Nothing of consequence has 
occurred td-^ay in the city. ' The greater part of the 
mojrning was employed in cleaning and polishing the 
buttons promised to the sultan, who nad sent for 
them bpfore they welre finished^ Two or three of 
his. daughters are our daily visiters, and they trifle 
a good deal of their time away ii^ our company. 
They sometimes bring with them a pleasant intoxi- 
cating liqieior caUed ** bpoza** (a kind of beer), which 
they offer us to drink ; but they contrive to get tipsy 
with it themselves. These ladies are occasionally 
80 troublesome, that we are obliged to frighten them 
away with our pistols. 

TSiesday, July \Zth» — The ** great war," for which . 
theie was said to have been such mighty prepara- 
tions in Nouflie, and which caused so much con- 
sternation in' this city an evening or two ago, ^as 
terminated in the capture of a herd of the King of 
Wowow's bullocks near the walls of his town. The 
plunderers^ it is said, were iticited to undertake this 
predatory excursion by the representations of that 
wicked and turbident woman, widow Zuma, through 
the agency of her son, who, since his elopement 
from Wowow, has been residing in some part of 
Nouffie. The widow imagined Ihat she was not 
safe in Booss^ after this ^malicious act, and she left 
that city and fled to a town in the province of En- 
gargki. But the ffovernor refused her his protection 
and sjent hel^ back agam to Booss^ with an escort; 
and the king, in all probabihty, wiU either deliver 
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ber into the hands of the 'monarch of Wowow, in 
i^hiQh case she will lose her head, or he win have 
her severely punished at Bootfs^ ^ . . 

The sultan told us k)-day, in plain and decisive 
terms, that he can send iis neither by way of Koolfti 
nor Giu^rie, because the Falitahs, he .^rms, are in 
both those places. He wishes, however, to be ex- 
pressly understood that it is from nb disinclination 
on his part to send us to either of those places, but 
that his gr^at regard for us will not permit him to 
lead us inta danger. 'Now we know verv well that 
the Falitahs have neither the upper hand at KooUu 
nor Guarie. The natives of the latter state in par- 
ticular not long since cut off the heads of aU the 
Faldtahs that could be found in their 'country, , and 
from that tinie they have enjoyed the most perfect 
independence. The Sultan of Y^oorie said rarther, 
that the best thing he could do was to send us. back 
a^in to Boos^^ and from thence he was sure we 
might have liberty to. go -anywhere. The moment 
we found that this was his intention we returned to 
our house; and, having formed om resolution, we 
instantly despatched one of our men with a message, 
to the King of Boossk, to the. foUoiving effect: — 

''That, nnding our presents insufficient to defhiy 
our expeni^es on the road to'GuSrie.and Bompu, we 
were undj^r the necessity of returning to the salt- 
water to obtain more. That the* chief bf Bad^igry, 
who is governor of that part of the coast at wmCh 
we had landed, had treated us so very ill while v^e 
were with him, that he would detain us in his town 
for the. remainder of our lives if we were to return 
bv the way we had come ; and, by so doing, that we 
should be unable to avpid falling into his power* 
Besides which, the journey thither is so long that we 
should experience the same or even greater incon* 
venience , than if we were to proceed to Bomoii 
through Oatsh^enah. Under these cireumstancei» 
we were extremely desirons of travelling to the 
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salt-water 1:^ a shorter and safer route, and Would 
therefore prefer going by Funda as the easiest mxA 
likeliest means m accomplishing that end. But as 
we had heard that the road to that kingdom by land 
is infested with Fal6tahs who live by plunder and 
violence,' we should feel' infinitely obliged to him'' 
(the King of Boossk), ** if he could either sell or lend 
us a canoe to proceed tHither by water; and if so, 
that we would remunerate hm to the utmost of our 
ability." ^ 

We sent away the messenger this morning on his 
errandr and shaU await his return with considerable 
aniQety. If an unfavourable answer be returned, we 
are resolved, instead of • proceeding to Boossii, to 
proceed on to Guarie, and thence to Funda, as we 
originally intended, whatever may be the conse- 
quence. 

' Wednesday^ July 14th. — ^We were favoured with 
visits this morning from several respectable females, 
the wives and daughters of a number of distinguished 
chiefe, whom they had accompanied to the late war. 
The inhabitants of this place, as well as of many 
other, towns, are of opinion that it is in our power to 
cure every disorder'under the sun. Applications are 
daily maife to us for medicine to cure a variety of 
complaints; and more than one married lady has 
been entreating us to remove the cause of barrenness 
firom ^hemw Other . requests, equally serious and 
equallv absurd, have been made, with' which of course 
it is wholly outi of our power to comply ; but the ap- 
plicants do not readily believe pur assertions, nor 
can we induce or compel them to Jeave our house 
till something in the shape of medicine has been 
given them.. ^ ^ - 

Thursday^ July I5th, — FaJ^tahs; it is said, have 

' pillaged and burnt the city of Engarski, and taken 

Koolfu^ so that the road to Booss^ is also for the 

present denied us. These " setters up and pullers 

down of kinga** for some reason^ are offmded with 

Vol. I.— a a 
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the ma^a, the present monaroh of Noiiffie»aiid have 
detennmed to appoint bin eUer brother, the exiled 
Ederesa, 33 ruler in his stead. Several revolutions 
have already takeii place iii Nouffi^ through the in- 
strumentality of theses ambitious . FaULtsSis, which 
have ^1 terminated in the confusion of the great^ 
part of that distracted country, and to the advance- 
ment of their deadliest foes, who ha^ve now gained a 
' footing in the land. • ' 

We have been repeatedly informed that Ederesa 
succeeded his father in the govemme9t of Nouffie, 
and was acknowledged their legitimate monarch l^ 
the whole nation. A rebellion, however, headed by 
the majB^a {iBderes^'s younger brQther)^ broke out 
shortly after his accessioh ; and to aid his ambitious 
designs upon the hberties. of the people, the former 
niadi a journey to Soccatoo, to request the assist- 
ance of Bello. This wily chief eageiiy seized so 
fair an opportunity of promoting the interests of his 
, country, by medcUin^ with the domestic policy of 
the government of Nouffie ; hia had wisdom enough 
to foresee the advantages which would in all pnK)- 
ability accrue to him by granting the magia his re- 
quest and taking him under his protection ; and he 
immediately reinforced the rebels by a, choice body 
of soldiers. T^s first civil war was not of long con- 
tinuance; Ederesa's army was • defeated by the 
mercenary troops and thfir adherents; the whole 
country was soon overrun and' Subjugated by these 
soldiers; Ederesa was obliged to flee from bis do- 
minions, and the ma^a governed Nouffie in his stead. 
The' chief benefits resulting to Bello from the suc- 
cess of the rebels were a half-yearly tribute, whidh 
the ma^a agreed to pay him in slaves and handsome 
tobes of^ative manufacture; and, what was of more 
conseauence, he. gained a footing for his people in a 
flourisning and ^autiful kingdom, which may be 
styled the granary of this. part of the continent. 

The Faldtsdi soldiers remained in Nouffie to de» 
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i^nd and support the interej^ts of th^ hew king ; but 
the country did not long enjoy peacei and tr^aiquil- 
lity, for the foreigners, observing their influence and 
numbers considerably ^ugmenting^ found Occasion 
to quarrel with the magia, which was the occasion 
of another civil war. Turning f^om him whom 
they had elevated to the throne, they |«called Ede- 
resa, and succeeded, after an ineffectual resistance 
on the part of his brother, in restoring him to the 
dignity, of which they theipselves had so eagerly 
stripped him qnly a short tinie before. ' Ederesa 
sab$equently formed the patriotic and laudable reso- 
lution of expelling these dangerous and intriguing 
strangers from his dominions ; for he was convinced 
that &s country would never be at peace while they 
were suffered to remain in it. No sooner, however; 
did he set about putting this project into execution, 
than his watchful brother raised a party in oppo- 
sition to it, and the Faldtahs of course flew to his 
assistance. The fruit of this combination was the 
total defeat of the king's party, and the reinstitu- 
tion of the magia into his former usurped rights. 
Meantime the Faldtahs increased fast in N(5uflie, 
they inhabited towns which they had liot built, and 
subsisted by the labour of others. • The head of 
their party wa^ a; cousin of Bello, named Mallam 
Dendo, who resided on the banks ^Qf the Niger, in a 
large city pf his own, which is called Rahbd. He 
and the magia divided the sovereignty of the king- 
dom between them till very recently, and remained 
at peace with each other ; but now, they savf there 
lias been a third quarrer, and the Fal^tahs have 
taken possession of .Koolfu, till Ederesa shall have 
been made acquainted vnth the revolution in his 
favour. The magia is too helpless and insignificant 
to offer the slightest resistance to t][iis intended 
change in his estate^ .and is living in ' retirement at 
a town about a day and a half's journey from 
Koolfu. These domestic broils have been very 
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prejudicial to the interests of NouAe, and the teoplr 
greatly lament their misfoitaries. The Fialatahs 
are the only gainers by them; they are now in 
actual possession of more than half of the kingdom, 
and have enslaved a very laree portion of its indus- 
trious populsction. Some of the finest and most 
opulent (H their towns have beeif sacked and ob- 
strove^, and others they have taken for themselves. 
In this distracted state of affairs, Nouffie, whose 
inhabitants, it is everywhere acknowledged, are the 
most ingenious and industrious in all these parts, is 
fast falling to decay, and is become a prey to all 
manner of abuses, and to every species of crime. 

Friday, July 16M.-^Althpugh the Falatahs have 
been so successful in Nouffie, and are gradually 
spreading themselves throughorut the countries 
composing Western Africa, 90 as to be near the sea, 
where it is the great object of their ambition to get, 
they have within this year or two suffered many 
cTefeats, and lost much ground in Haussa, which is 
the scene of their first operations, and they are 
likely to lose much more. The foUo^ng are the 
names of the kingdoms or states wluch form the 
country called Hdussa. With the exception of 
Kotonkora ahd Wombd, they were all conquered by 
banfodid shortly after his first appearance with the 
Fiilatahs; but those marked with an asterisk have 
regained their- independence since his decease. 
That marked with an F. is now in the occupation 
of the conquerors ; and those with F. and Ifi partly 
belong to the Falatahs and partly to the original 
natives. Catsheenah was the head or principal 
sts^te, and .all the others used to pay a small tribute 
to its sovereign. ' 



• 1. CAflheenakF. H. &Kano, F» 

2. Cobble, * 6. Gober, * . 

S. Guftrie, * 7. Kotonkort, Native*, 

i. Ziimfhi. F. H. - 8. Womba, - Natives. 



Catsheenah, the capital of-Hdussa, in the state or 
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IdBgdom of Catsheenah, together w^th an iiisignifi- 
tatkt town, ate the only two placfes at present in the 
possession of the Falaftahsin that country, 8occaF< 
too stands oh the extreme borders oif Cubbie, yet it 
is not considered as bein^ in that province. 

The natives of Guarie lately rose simultaneously, 
and cut off thor oppressors ta a nian, nor has Bello 
yet 4)een afele to revenge their, loss. , 

Zulamee^ and other townis of consideration in 
Zumfra, |iave within these few months been retaken 
from the Falktahs. Properly speaking, the province 
of Kano is in Haussa ; but previous to its conquest 
by the Falatahs, it had, from time immemorial, been 
tributary to Bomou, so that it^is considered by 
many, ^as belonging to tl^iat empirel The inhabitants 
of the city and state of Gober, against which Bello 
was Erecting all his power at the peHod of Captain 
<)lapperton's last visit to Soccatooj have success- 
fully resisted every attack that has been nwde 
against them, and are ^ow enjoying tranquillity 
and independence. Doncassd, who is the present 
kin^ of Catsheenah, re3ides at a place caUed Mantdie. 

Dbncassa is the heir^ditary prince of Haussa, and 
notwithstanding his former misfortunes and reverses, 
he is siiH very powerful, ahd his. strength daily in> 
creates. The sheikh of Bomou assists him with 
men .and horses ; and his son is also with him, fight- 
ing against the common enemy. 'Donoassa, it is 
«aid, can bring no less than forty thousand horse- 
men into theleld at one time. Recently his nrili- 
tary oi^atibhs have been attended with better suc- 
cess ; and Bello, despairing/ of vanquishing him and 
of subjugating the whole of his country, is turning 
his thoughts to the cooqueet of Yarriba. . His sol- 
diers have aJIready spread a panic through that king- 
dom, and frightened the timid natives out of tiVo or 
three of their most important towns, and they vnU 
have very little difficulty in depriving them of the 
whole* It is said that after the rains the Fal&tak 

Aa2 
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tnQnareh will send a strotij^ militair force to com- 
plete the conquest of Y&rriba, ,aiid that experienced 
<:aptains are already nominiated to accompany the 
expedition, tn the mean time Bello is at war with 
Bornou and .some of the states of Hai^ssa; apd 
many thousands of his men, fearing ho law, and 
having no ostensible employment, are pattered 
over the whole face of the country. Tfatey commit 
all sorts' of crimes; they plunder, they bum, they 
tlestroy^ and even murder^ and are not amenable4;o 
any earthly tribunal for their actions. \ 

The boasted good government of Bel}o does not 
extend beyond the precincts of Spccatoo. In other 
partS'Of his empirle the civil department of his ad- 
ministratioifi is most wretchedly conducted, and 
hence the predatory bands of Fal&tahs which aa- 
nually go forth to ravage the country. 

^aturdaiji Svly 17ifA.— The sultana's daughters are 
very liumerous ; and in accordajiee with the usual 
custom of the country, we have been obliged to 
make them a present- of a button, or a string of' 
beads, or some such trifle. Many of theSd ladies 
are not very young, for they have passed the mieri- 
dian of life; but notwithstanding their seniority, 
they .have had l[>itter disputes and quarrels with 
their sisters for the fancied better i^ace which the 
latter have in ouf good graces, and the consequent 
kinder treatment which they have experienced at 
our hands. A breach is thus made in the afTec^ons 
of the royal «isters towards each oth^r, and it may 
be years before domestic harmony is re-establinhed 
among then^-^One or other of these females com- 
plains to if§ W,e^ day of, having been. engaged in 
wrangling or figbfeig with a sister, on the scpre of 
jealousy; and weVare obliged to muster all our 
patience and con^le with U^^m in their little inis* 
Ibrtuties, ,withoi?t, however, having the ability to 
relieve them. The.Arab, who appears td.be the 
saltan^ factotum/ <lame to see us this mominc^ 
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-agreeably to his usual practice ; and with Joy spark- 
ling in his countenance, he informed us that his mas- 
ter had been inquiring for a canoe in which We may- 
return to Gopssa. We wished. to know when the 
sultan would be inclined to give us t)eri:|[ii8sion to 
leave Yaoorie. ** What," saSi he, ** is not the news 
I have told you sufficient for one day ?" 

The Arabs in this place (Yelooirie) and all those 
that have passed through the city since our, arrival in 
it, who have had no connexion whatever with each 
other, have assured us that the Niger flows from a 
place called Musser, (query, Mesr ?) wh^re silks and 
other fine articles are pianufactured, and that the 
natives of that country trade to Timbuctoo in lar^e 
vessels, carrying Uiither their silks and mamifiictures. 

We have neither been able to ascertain the Kuro- 
pean name of Musser^ hor its distance from Tim- 
buctoo ; we can only learn that the space betwee;i 
the two cities is very great indeed. 

In this part of A^nca not the slightest jealousy 
exists iri respect to the Niger or any other jriver, 
for the people ' cheerfully answer ev'efy inquiry 
concerning what they may happen to know of its 
coarse, <&e. 

Sunday, Jufy tSth. — Our man has not yet returned 
from Bdossa, and nothii^ has taken place to-day 
worthy of observation or remarks 

M^nday^ July 19/A«— The premises which we 
occi^py are situated at the northern end^f the city, 
and are the property of one of the sultan's married 
daughters, who, with her famUy, accompanied her 
husband to the late war, and jreturi^d from thence 
only a few days -ago. • 

• They form a Itttle circdar enclosure of huts, one 
of which is two stories high ; and it has the cour 
venience of three smajl yards, in which is good 
stabling for the horses. From the distance of time 
which elapsed after the departure of the sultan's 
warlike daughter to the period of our arrival at 
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Yaoorie, the hotlses had fallen fast to decay, so 
that when we were introdubed into then^ one onr 
two of the toofs were entirely wanting, and the 
i^ain, which fell daily^was freely admitted into all 
the remainder for want of repair, that with two 
stories alone being aa e^tception.- For ^ our own 
comfort, therefore,. we took possession of the upper 
room of this hut, which is a long, • nai^row, and 
gloomy apartment, ha^g a solid clay floor, and 
five or six small apertures, like pigeon-holes, for 
the purpose of admitting li^ht and air. 

As we have been undble, from the almo^ constant 
rain and the marshy nature of the soil of Y&oone, 
to walk abroad, this room has-been, in a great mea- 
sure, our prison, for we have rarely stirred out of it. 
During the ^rst few days and nights after our ar- 
rival we were pretty comfortable, and, «very thing 
considered^ we 4iked. our quarters tolerably well; 
but an envious wind havmg blown a swarm of mos- 
t|uitoes into our apai^rtment, we have ever since been 
deprived of sleep at night. And as if this were not 
an evil sufficiently^nnoying, we are likewise visited 
by myriads of gnats, cockroaches, black ants, &c. ; 
besides a number of bats, which fluttet eVen in our 
faces, and cause iis much uneasiness. Other de- 
scriptions of anim;d» and insects intrude into our 
apartment in the night season, which however do 
not molest us. Under •this pressure • of grievances, 
my brother and I, findii^it impossible to sleep, 
either sit up <^r lie «w3ke, ami employ ourselves m 
doling away the long and wearisome hours of the 
night in chatting about indifferent matters, or in 
reading aloud, by lamplight, some hioral or teligiou^ 
work. As soon as the nght or dawn, of the morning 
penetrates our 4ismal chamber, ^ur torriientors 
cease to molest us, and we generally find this the 
most favouiable time for procuring; ai little sleep. 
But then the' whole world is awake and abroad ; and 
.juunan visiters, whose society is scarcely 4ess4(iter» 
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fble th^n th^ visitation of our nightly companions, 
ndtrude their nhwelcome persons on our sleeping 
moments, and compel us to listen and answer to 
fheir vexatious nonsense. Deprived of our natural 
rest, the day is speht with scarcely more enjoyment 
than the ni^ht ;— we are heavy, languid, peevish, and 
uncomfortswle, and wholly uimt fpr exertion of any 
kind. The happy freedom from such torture as this 
in Old ^h^and can oijly bfe appreciated by those 
who have experience it ; even an hour of suph relief 
now would be worth more than we could' express. 

Thi)3 forenoon odr Boossd messenger returned, 
and, to our unspeakable joy, informed us th^t the 
king had consented to procure for us a canoe to 
proceed to Funda, provided the road by land could 
not be depended on. He candidly stated,* however, 
his inability to protect our persons from insult and 
danger beyond his own territories 5 and that we must 
ftolicit the good-will of the prince of Wowow and 
the other rulers on the banks of the Niger ; and fur- 
ther, that our own ' men aldne must manage the ca- 
noe, because no one at Boossa would be willing, for 
various reasons, to accompany us in this journey. 
We are therefore in a fair waV of accomplishing the 
object of the expedition ; and thotgh ,we are con- 
vinced that we shall b<? beset "^ith dangers from the 
shore, yet v(e are in high spirits, and hiimbly hope 
that, by attending to the necessary precautions, we 
shall be able to overcome them. 

Tuesday, July 20M. — ^The news of the day is very 
agreeable to afl ranks (rf the good people of this city. 
A body of .Faidtahs, amounting to about two hundred 
in, number, which left Koolfu a few days since for 
the purpose of attacking Engarski, or rather the re- 
mains of that "body, returned yesterday rooming to 
that town, having been completely unsuccessful in 
the object of their expedition, Owinjff to the jealousy 
add apprehension of the rebels, it appears, that 
while tney were besieging an insignificant Cumbrie 
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iaum in the ^ve province, a contagions diis^ase 
broke out among them, ahd reduced fifty of their 
number to a 8tat$ of the greatest misery and help^ 
lessness. The remainder, becoming alarmed at this 
frightful disorder, fled lyith the ufmost- precipitation, 
and left their sick and langmd con^panions to the 
mercy of their a enemies, who, however, showed 
them none ; for as soon as they became acquainted 
with the depai'tiure of their besiegers, a number of 
them cam^ out armed, and with savajge coolness de- 
liberately cut Q£f the heads of their helpless and 
prostrate foes,tand immediately despatched, intelli- 
gence of the bloody exploit to the Sultan of YiLooris. 
The road tp Boossit is by this means once more de- 
clared to be open, and we shall leave hence as soon 
as we receive permission. The sultan has not yet 
paid the money he owed us, nor, since the sale of 
the buttons, &c., have' we^ heard a dingle sentence 
ad^ut the matter. Oi^r cowries^ likewise, ^re nearly 
expended ;' and for this fortnight past we have de- 
pended for subsistence on Pascoe^s success in shoot- 
ing. Happily, Oiuinea-fowl pf the most delicious 
flavour, and large doves, Abound here in amazing 
numbers ; and a large species of wild duck, t^sides 
geese, cranes, widgeons, herons, and other aquatic 
Tpwl, are most pjentiftd. ' V 

Wednesday ^ Jvly ^Ist. — £iast night we were visited 
by an awful £md terrible tornado, which lasted for 
two or three hours. It commenced about midnight 
withja gust of wind which threatened to overturn 
our dwelling-houfiie. Never since we have been in 
the country h.ave we heard thunder so loud and tre- 
mendous, nor seen lightning so excessively vivid. 
Oiir hut rocked as if it had b^n shaken by an earth- 
(juake, and we were in momentary apprehension o^ 
its falling with us to the ground; the tempest, how- 
ever, became lesa* and less violent in the midst ;0f- 
our fears, and soOn alter it ceased altogether, anid a 
universal stillness prevailed. . 
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Owing to the wet weather and the. moist state of 
the atmosphere, most of om* friends. the sultan's 
daughters l^ve caught slight colds, and they have 
been very importunate to-<&y in their ehtreaties for 
medicine. We hardly kne^ what to give them 16 
ease their complaints, and we hesitated a good deal 
about complying wijth their wishes ; but as they are 
not very delicate ladie$, being stout withal, and mas- 
culine as Hercules, We at lei^b resolv'ed to risk the 
consequences,' and accordihgly administered to each 
of them a powerful dOse of jalap^ 

The Faldtahs in Nbuffie are thrpwn into' the ut- 
most cQnstematidn by the reported death of their 
chief and leader M^am Dendo, which is said to 
have taken place at ftabba two^ or three days ago. 
The deceased was much, esteemed by Bello, and 
reverenced by his couiiftr3rmen. A successor wiU 
be immediately appointed, to counteract any fresh 
disturbance which may take plape in the countiy. 

*The 9idtan of this place puts off our, departure 
from day to day, and from week to .week, under a 
variety of nonsensical excuses; and we are per- 
suaded that it is his intehtion to detain us here till 
he has drained us of every thing we have. 

Monday f July QQth, — For the la^t'five days my 
brother pas. been laid up with intermittent fever, 
which totally disqualified him from making the 
slightest exertion whatever till this itaoming. The 
sultan continuing, day aftier day,- for so long a. time 
to refuse his permission for us to quit Yaoprie, on 
grounds.the most' inconsistent and contradibtory 
that c^h'be imagined, we :became rather apprehen- 
sive that he wo3d detain us for an m^efinite period 
—much longer indeed than might ' suit T^'^r cpn- 
venience : but to-day, to,our sunf>rise.a»d |)leasure, 
a messenger from the King of Boossa arriv^'d ki this 
city, to ascertain the reason of such unwarrantable 
conduct on the part of the sultaiirand to request our 
immediate release, so that it is supposed we shall 
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leave hence in a day or two at the latest. One of 
the inducements urged by this monarch for onir Imiger 
stay With him is rather whimsical., He has made 
us a present of a quantity of worthless feathers^ 
which he had caused to he plucked from 4he body 
of a live ostrich; and b^cause^ he entertained an 
opinion, that if others were added tb them they 
would altogether form a very acceptable present to 
our gracious sovereign, he Uiformed us that it would 
be necessary we should wait till such time as the 
ostrich should regjuh its plumage, m order for that 
part of it^ bod^ which had not been previously 
plucked to undergQ a similar operation; for tl^ 
weather, he asserted, was much too cold for the bird 
to lose all its feathers at one and the sante time. 
And further tp encourage their, growth, he would 
order that two thousand cowries^ worth of butter 
(about twelve pounds weigbt) should be diligently 
rubbed into the skin of the animal* This money 
has actually heen deducted by the sultan for this ex- 
press purpose from the sum which h^ was indebted 
to us ; becautte, he said, he did not approve of paying 
for the butter from his own pocket/ 

Wh^n a person entertains fear or suepiclcm of the 
intentions of another tovi^ards him, it very commonly 
happens that every little thing which he might have 
heard unfavourable to the character or prejudicial 
to th^ manners of the latter at any fbrmnr period^ 
rises fresh in his memory, though he inigbt have 
taken no notice of it at the time^ and lea& to the 
establishment and confirmation of %si opinion whic^ 
had before been' Unsettled and wavering in his mind. 
This has been very uearly our ease in regard to the 
Sultan of Yaoorie; and owing mo^t likefy to iU 
health, rather than any other cause, we had not only 
come to a conclusion, before tbe arrivkl^of the 
Boossa ambassador, that we were in '* durance vile** 
here, but had conceived a thousand ways and means 
bf making ooreito^fvlvstalyfitim the (^^i Ite 
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Tioknt detention of the six Dahoman messengers 
withm the walls of Yaoohe for ^ whole six months, 
without any cause being assigned for it, has ahready 
been alluded to in Captain Clapperton's last narra* 
tive ; and many similar injurious actions on the part 
of the sultan have been related to us by some or his 
own people. But he has been guilty of more 
treacherous and criminal deeds than these, both to 
native merchants and to Arabs who hav€ visited this 
city for the purposes of trade ; and the following 
story, if it be true, argues very unfavourably for 
the monarch's sentiments of feeling, honesty, and 
justice : — 

An Arab, it is said, arrived here many years affo 
with three camel-loads of merchandise from Tripoli» 
and according to the custom of the country he dis- 
played them all before the Sultan of Yaoorie. His 
admiration of them was very soon raised, and he 
purchased the whole of the Arab's goods on credit. 
The poor merchant made repeated and pressing ap-' 
plications for his moneys but in vain ; and month 
after month, and year after year passed away with- 
out his ever havmg received a farthing, the sultan 
deceiving him with promises continually. The Arab 
became at length very uneasy at the sultan's pre- 
varication, and imagined that he should never re- 
ceive payment ifor his goods. He was, therefore, 
unable to exercise his forbearance any longer, but 
"Was constrained to demand of his creditor the resti- 
tution of his property, or the payment of his debt, 
that he might depart from the city and return to his 
faipily. But the covetous sultan pertinaciously re- 
fused his request, and sent him away with abuse ; 
and the Aiab shortly after died'of a broken heart, or, 
as many say, of poison. He left behind him, how- 
ever, at Yaoorie, his eldest ,son, who had accom- 
panied bis father hither from Fezzan. This person 
the sultan deluded with promises similar to those by 
which his father had been deceived ; and the young 

Vol. L— B b 
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man abode in the city several veiuB, in i\i0 anticipa- 
tion of being able to procure the property which had 
devolved to him on the Arab's decease. He also 
died not long ago, and the boy's uncle (Moussa^ of 
Koolfu), who was employed by Caplain Cla^pertoiit 
is now the only, surviving creditor. He has sent 
several messengers here with the view of having the 
debt cancelled by the sultan ; but up to this day the 
money has never been paid, nor have the Arab's 
camels, nor any part of his property, been restored 
to his surviving relative., 

During our own short stay, even the sulUm has 
been guilty of several petty offences, such as de-. 
fhiuding individuals of small sums, and the like ; 
and one poor fBllow, belonging to a fatitkie from' 
Hkussa, has had the imprudence to let him have 
some of his property, on the faith of his word, in 
return for which he has met with nothing but 
promises and refusals. The sultan did, indeed, com- 
mand him to purchase whatever things he might 
want at the- market, and refer the seller, to him for 
payment ; independent of this, as a mark of hie- 
favour, he sold the merchant one of his own bul^ 
locks, which is however found to be diseased and 
worth nothing. By such mean . subterfuges does 
this great prince procure the property of otherist 
and in this manner does he treat eVery merchant 
that may have occasion to pass through the city. 

All these circumstances conSidere<£ it was with 
much pleasure that we received notice of the Kinr 
of Booss^'s kind interposition in our behalf, whiob 
will at least accelerate our departure ; for thoof^ 
when soberly considered, the behaviour Of the 
Ykoorie monarch towards us has not been oh tlie 
whole unkind, forming a strange compound of gea* 
erosity and meanness, yet he might have bee» 
inclined to detain us here till the only favourable 
moment at which we could descend the Niger slK>iild 
have passedaway, m which case we shoi^ have t» 
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retrace our steps tiie way we have come without 
having accomj^shed the object for which we left 
England. 

We have now only to arrange matters with this 
singular old chieftain, which we foresee will be no 
Very easy task. It is confidently affirmed, that a 
canoe has been prepared for us, and two days 
henoe^ we have Uttle doubt, permission will h^ 
granted for us to leave this city to return to 
BoossL 

Thursday^ July 2^th, — The sultan has been com- 
plaining sadly of poverty these two days, and has 
begged us to accept a female slave of him in lieu of 
the money he owed us, and'Which he has declared 
his inability to pay. We hesitated a good deal at 
first about the matter, but we soon felt convinced it 
would be, useless to ddmur, for the sultan was fixed 
in his determination, and we have taken the. girl, 
who is become Pascoe's wife. This unpleasant 
affiair was not settled till this morning, owing to the 
above cause. 

We brought a quantity of new shillings with us 
from England, which are vastly admired by all 
classes of people here, on account of their shining 
property ; and, while the Spanish dollar sells for 
fifteen hundred powries only, one of these little 
pieces is purchased willingly at a thousand. Each 
of these coins is attached to a ring, and worn on the 
finger of ^ lady as an ornament. 

Yiioorie has been visited with so much rain lately, 
that the com is rotting on the stalk, and it is by no 
means likely that the dry weather wiU commence 
for some time to come. The corn is fully ripe, and 
only wants a little sun to harden the grain in the ear ; 
and ti^e people are sorely lamenting that they can- 
not obtain even thi^. Nevertheless, the rice crops 
loc^ well, and p^mise an abundant harvest ; and 
the onions, of which vast quantities are grown here, 
are also ejq^ected to produce plentifully. At present 
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Yioorie is littlfe better than a comi^ete swamp; and, 
if possible, it will be worse after the tnalc<h which 
. is daily looked for, shall have set in. 

Sunday, August 15^-^This morning the sttltan 
sent a messenger to inform us that we were at lib- 
erty to pay our respects and tj^ke our farewell c^ 
him previous to our departure from the city, which 
we have been assured will take place to-morrow 
\Hthout any further procralstination or delay. Wc 
presently obeyed the summons, for such we con- 
sidered it ; and on our arrival at the sultan^ resi- 
dence, we were introduced into a large, gloomy, 
uncomfortable apartment, wherein the monarch 
generally receives hisihore distinguished visiters. 
A number of naked giiis and boys, his domestics, 
were continuedly passing through it to other parts 
of the building, carrying dirty calabashes in their 
hands ; a quantity of swallows' nests were attached 
to the ceiling' of the room (for neither h^re nor 
elsewhere are these birds ^ver molested)^ and their 
twittering owners, which were flying about in all 
directions, fed their young without interruption, and 
added not a little filthiness to the luiswept and un- 
clean apartment. In the centre and opposite the 
doorway, the ruler of Yioorie was. squatting on a 
platform, which was covered with faded damask, 
and smoking from a pipe of huge dimensions. On 
each side of him was a large pillow ; and behind 
him,' affixed to the wall, was a lar^ square piece of 
ancient-looking figured silk,) vei-ynch and of various 
colours, with a beautiful deep fringe. It was, how- 
ever, a little tarnished, owing to the length of time 
it has been in the sultan's possession. This oi;ice 
splendid and valuable article is said to have been 
brought from the celebrated Musser,* a jdace of 
which every one here speaks in the most rajsturous 
and extravagant terms, llie dress of the sdtan 

r 

*Me$r, as t^ Arabs prononnce tbe -vroid, is the Cairo of BoiopeUWi. 
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corresponded with the dirtiness of the apartment. 
Just before our introduction we had been cautioned 
not to offer to shake hands with him, for that would 
be considered too famihar on our parts, and would 
be rejected by the monarch. Our comphments 
were therefore confined to simple inquiries after his 
health. The conversation during the interview was 
as uninteresting and spiriUess as our conversations 
with other native rulers have always been — a de- 
scri})tion of one being a sample of the whole. The 
most important points were an urgent request on 
the part of the sultan for one of our lancets which 
he had seen, and the promise of a calabash of honey, 
which we received in the evening. We then took 
our leave and returned home. Here ,we were soon 
intruded upon by the sultan's daughters and fjriends, 
who, finding that we were actually to go on the 
morrow, had come to purchase buttons, beg medi- 
cine, and pay their last is^aadssi and we were not 
only subjected to the most wearisome and provoking 
ceremonies in the world during the remainder of 
the Sabbath, but we were likewise compelled to be 
bartering and wrangling with a parcel of noisy 
women till sunset, when^we ungallantly^ drove theoi 
away. 

l)uring our stay at Yiioorie, the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit has ranged from 75 to 04 in our duel- 
ling. 

Bl)3 
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CHAPTER X. 

LetTe YAoorie— Method of watdiing tbe Oorn— The €ainbrie People^ 
Their Treatment-^sieepinff Hiiie and Spetr of ilie Cumbrie^AninB 
at Warrefr—Oaroicasea— Ignorance of the Natives conceminf the 
Courae of the River—Their Ainaaeonenta— Betam to BooasA— Visit to 
Wowow recommeaded— The River oonaalted br tbe Khif of BoonA 
— Kinga of thia City— Scarcity of Proviaiona— Jouxniey to Wowow— 
First uterview with the King. 

Monday, August 3rf. — ^All was hurry, bustte, nOise, 
and confusion at a very early hour in the morning, 
in getting our things ready for starting;' but in spite 
of our exertions we had to wait a long time outside 
our house, after the beasts had been laden, and our 
people hsul their burdens on their heads, for the 
sultan's long-expected letter to our most gracious 
sovereign. A mallam was at length perceived hur- 
rying towards us with it; and after him came, 
mounted on a large bony horse, and extrqmely well 
dressed in the costume of' his country, fhe venerable 
Arab chief to honour us with his company a little 
wav on our journey. - His appearance was stately 
and patriarchal in the extreme. But this crafty old 
man was npt our friend, for he had used us deceit- 
fully, and misrepresented us and our good^ to his 
master ; and we had enjoyed an innocent kind of 
revenge, in administering to him, after repeated ap- 

Elications, a powerful dose of medicine, which, 
armless in its effects, had yet been very trouble- 
some to him. Indeed it was not till we had " jalaped** 
the sultan, his sister, and all the royal family, that 
we were permitted to take our farewell of Ydoorie. 
The city was literally covered with water on our 
passing through it, and the^deep hollows formed by 
the rams were very numerousy and dangerous by 
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being invisible ; nevertheless, with care.and pjatience, 
we sQl got outside the gates in safety. 
, It is pleasant, very pleasant, after an imprison- 
ment of five weeks m a close, dark, and un whole*' 
some chamber, subject to every , kind of inconve- 
nience and much anxiety, to be set at liberty; to 
know and feel that one is free; to adfnire again the 
beauties of God's creation, and enjoy once more the 
cheering freshness of the countiy. It is only in 
health that such feelings can either be excited or 
indulged. Objects evejr so charming are looked xm 
with indifference by an invalid. For our parts, we 
h^d entered Y^oorie in sickness and had suffered 
much in that city; but we left it in all the strength 
and vigour of health. During our residence there, 
the growth of vegetation had been astonishingly 
rapid ; the face of the country wore an aspect en- 
tirely different and improved ; the trees and shrubs 
had put on a greener and lovelier "livery;" the 
grasses, stunted as they were before for want of 
moisture, had sprung up to the surprising height of 
ten or twelve feet ; and the com and rice had grown 
up With no less vigour. 

Owing to the reputed badness of the path, that by 
Which we had entered Yaoorie was r^ected for a 
more northerly one, leading in almost a direct lin^ 
to the river Cubbie. About a mile or two frorh the 
walls of Ydoorie the old Arab stopped suddenly, 
and we imitating his example, he offered up a short 
-though animated Mohammedan prayer for our suc- 
cess, and bidding us an. affectionate farewell, he 
turned his horse about and returned to the city. In 
the anticipation of journeying to Guarie, we had 
purchased an ass of Ali, the .^b ; and this animal, 
as well as the horses, suffered greatly from the at- 
tacks, of a species of large fly, which is to them by 
day what mosquitoes are to mankind by night ; and 
this evil, combined with the ruggedness and ille- 
gality of the road, which was intercepted by deep 



9^ VROM TAOVJOB 

«nd rapid rivulets, caused us mBch delsly and aoaoy* 
ance. About midday we arrived d^ the walls of a 
pretty considerable town, .called Ouada, and halted 
near a jsmali creek of a- river flowing from Cnbbie, 
•and entering the Niger a little lower down. Here, 
as soon as we had taken a slight refreshment, we 
sent our beasts across the Niger to proc^ed by land 
to Booss^, and embarked in two canoes, which were 
each paddled by four men» ' Th^se canoes are about 
eighteen or twenty feet long, and formed from a sin- 
gle log of wood, nnlike thase of Boossa. When 
we got into the main body of the Cubbie river, the 
canoemeh kept us exppsad to the sun for a consid- 
erable time, waiting the arrival of two ccHnpanions, 
because the men with whom we had been supplied 
were unable to manage both canoes by themselves. 
Though we entreated the four men to go a little way 
with u^, or at least to convey us into a cool aod 
shady place, which we pointed out to them, for pro- 
tection from the sun's rays, they would not hearken 
to ps ; we found scoldinjg, threats, and supplication 
to be all equally unavailing; they maintained the 
same calm yet mortifying placidity of countenance, 
than which in such a case nothing can be morp vex- 
ing. At lehgth we were fain to Iwid our peace, and 
patiently resigned ourselves to the inconvenience. 
* The Cubbie river falls into the Niger about foiw 
miles from the creek where we had embarked; and 
on entering the Niger, we found it running from two 
to three miles an hour, and witii trifling labour on 
the part of the canoemen, we could have journeyed 
very rapidly; but though we had taken on board 
their two companions, the whole of them were so 
obstinately indolent, that we tmvelled very dowl^ 
indeed, iasomuch that we did n<H expect to arrive at 
the appointed halting-place for the night. The 
canoes, however, were passing alon^, almost clo^ 
"to the shore, and we saw a woman at the water^ 
/Bdge^ho h|ul a quantity of oh^sapj^ountry beer for 



;' 



TO B0088A. . M7 

Bale, and thinkinff it might animate the men to a 
little more exertion, we pm-chased as much as they 
could drink, which in a few minutes completely 
metamorphosed them. The meekness, innocence, 
and composure of their listless countenances soon 
passed away ; their heavy eyes sparkled with fire 
and animation ; they trembled all over with anxiety 
to display their strength, dexterity, and vigour ; and' 
each being emulous to rival his companion, they 
snatched up theit paddles, and by their united efforts 
the canoes glided through the water with inconceiv- 
able velocity, ev^n to the danger of upsetting. Thus 
we proceeded down the river till the sun had set, and 
the moon was shining beautifully On the water, as we 
drew near to a small Cumbrie village on the borders 
of the^river, where .we landed and pitched our tent. 
The thermometer to-day has varied from 75*^ to 92°. 
Tuesday^ August 3rf.^--Arising at an early hour, we 
shot a partridge and Guinea-fowl, and breakfasted in 
the open air, under the intense scrutiny of a hundred 
bright black eyes ; then, striking our tent, we has- 
tened to the canoes which we had left secured, and 
embarked on the river while it was yet morning, and 
the air cool and pleasant. Though the lowering ap- 
pearance of. the firmament seemed to betoken a vio- 
lent storm, the black clouds dispersed as the sun 
gathered strength, and he burst but on us, an hour 
after our departure, with peculiar heat and splendour. 
O^ all the borders of the numerous branches of 
the river, as well as on its small islands, vast quan- 
tities of com Svere growing ; and it being near the 
time of harvest, it was nearly ripe, and waved over 
the water's edge very prettily. Platforms were 
everywhere erected to the height of, or rather above 
the com, which grows as high as ten or twelve feet. 
People were stationed on these to iscare away the 
numerous flights of small birds, which do great mk- 
chief, and would, without this precaution, destroy 
the hopes of the cultivator. A boy or girl, and in 



■niny cases a woman witti a child at her brctat, and 
eran a whole family toge^r, we oboerved on tha 
platfonns. amusing themaelvea in tins manner, with, 
out the lightest ebade of coTMing- of any'Und to 
abetter them from the fierceneBB of the Htmbeams. 
Standing erect aod motionlee*, many of them looked 
hke slatuea of black marble rather than living hn- 
mai) beings; but others, piulicularly the women,di«- 
regardiug their duty, were indintnously employed in 
plaiting straw, supplying the wants of their children, 
manufacturing mata, dressing provisions, &c. Hi 
order the more effectually to frighteaaway the birds, 
several of the watchers were fumislied with slings 
and etonea, ia the use of which they seem to be very 
ekilful ; besides these, pieces of ixqie were fastened 
from the platform to a tree at some distance, to 
which large calaba^es were suspended, with holes 
in them, throu^ which sUcka were passed, so that 
when the rope is pulled they make a loud clsttenng 
noise. The <calabasheB are aometimea fasten^ 



whole to the. rope, containing about a handful of 
stones, which answer the purpose of matdnganoive 
iriien put inmotionaa well as the sticks. To tbisia 
often added the hallooii^ and screaming of the 
watchers, which is dismal enough to frighten an evil 
spirit, and it rarely fails to produce the deiiied 
effect. 



The inhabitants of many of the liumerotis walled 
towns and open villagi^s on the banks of the Niger, 
and also of the islands, we find, are for the most part 
Cumbrie people — a poor, despised, and abused,- bnt 
industrious and hard-working race. They are. but 
too often oppressed and persecuted by their mor« 
fortunate and powerful neighbours, who affirm that 
they are^ fitted by nature only for slaves, and are 
therefore invariably treated by them as such* 

The Cumbrie also inhabit many parts of H^ssa 
and other countries ; they speak different languages, 
but they have all the same pursuits, superstitipne, 
amusements, and peculiar manners,, to which they 
firmly and scrupulously adhere, both in good 
and bad fortune, in sickness and in health, in free- 
dom arid slavery, at home and in foreign countries, 
notwithstanding the scorn and derision to which it 
subjects them ; and they are known to cherish and 
maintain them to the end of life, with as much per* 
tinacity as the Hebrew does his faith and national 
customs. Inheriting from their ancestors a^aee^ 
fhl, timid, passionless, incurious disposition, they 
fall an easy prey to all who choose to molest them^ 
they bow their necks to the yoke of slavery without 
a murmur, and think it a matter of course ; and per^ 
haps no people in the worid are to be found who are 
less susceptible of intense feeling and the finer emo- 
tions of the human mind, on being stolen away >from 
their favourite amusements and pm'suits, and from 
the bosom of their wives and families!, than these 
Cumbriepeople, who are held in such general dises- 
. teem. Thousands of them reside in the kingdom 
of Ykoorie and its province of Engarski ; and most 
of the slaves in the capital have been taken from 
among them. 

The tribute, or rather rent, which they pay to .1^ 
sultan for the land they cultivate, consists of a quan- 
tity 6f com, about the size of a bundle as much as a 
man can carryi for every plot of land, whether it be 
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laigB or 81112^. When, horwever, the harvest fails, 
they are jit liberty to give a certain number of cow- 
ries in heu of the accustomed duty of com. If 
the poor have no means of paying their rent when 
it becomes dpe, the sultan immediately despatches 
a body of horsemen to their villages, with a com- 
mand to seize and carry away as many of the peo- 
ple as they may think proper. It sometimes happens, 
however, that the sultan of Y^oorie pulls the reins 
of oppression with too tight a hand ; and as cowards, 
when driven to desperation, often give specimens of 
extraordinary courage and resolution, so the negli- 
^nt'and despised Cunibrie, writhing und^r the lash 
of injuries which th^y have never deserved, defend 
themselves with extraordinary determination and 
braveiy, and not unfrequently cpme off victorious 
from the conflict. The benefit which results to them 
from Uiese advantages is an exemption from the 
payment of rent for two or three subsequent years. 
During our residence in Y^oorie, an expedition 
despatched by the sultan for the above purpose re- 
turned unsuccessful from Engarski. The most un- 
favourable trait in the character of the Cumbrie is 
the extreme dirtiness they display in their habits 
generally, from which not one of them j^pears to 
be free. They are generally considered good agri- 
culturists and expert fishermen: they grow abun- 
dance of corn and onions, biit a great part of the 
former is disposed of to the Qatives of Boossi and 
Yioorie, to whose monarchs they are subject. Most 
of thera^ are rather slovenly about .their persons^ and 
make use of few ornaments^ and even these are of 
the commonest description. They bore immense 
holes in the lobe of the ear for the admission of bits 
of fine coloured wood ; and the feoft part of the sep- 
tom of the nose is perforsjited in like ntanner, through 
which is thrust a. long piece of blue glass. When 
tiie females have a mind to appear with unusual 
gmarUMms and effect, a crocodile's tooth . is inserted 
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tiiTOUgh both lipa, andprojei^tBUpwardsas faras the 
neae. These useless, unbecoming,, and singular 
ornaments impart to the countenance an unnatural .. 
and barbarous expression, nliich is very far from 
agreeable, and produces an unpleasant and painful, 
emoiion in the mind of the beholder. In our inter- 
course with the Cuinbrie, they appeared raild, innO-' 
cent, and even amiable in their manners; and they 
behaved to us with all the eivility, boapjt^ity, and 
kitidiieas of their natures, untinclured by insincerity' 
or lukeWarmness. ^ 

The anneied sketch is a representation of the 
sleeping huta of these people [Cumbrie), wbidt we 
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inake«, a^the wet ground, and even jfor protection 
Opm the alligators which' prowl about at night in' 
anarch of .prey. .We were infcwmed of instances 
wjhere these creatures have parried off tnelegs and 
arras o( natives, who ha\e incaiitiouiBly exposed 
themselves to their at^cks.' ^m huts will hold 
^out half a dozen people. Sometimes the pillars 
supporting, the hut are walled rounds h^t this is not 
oiften done, and they generaUy appear as in the 
sketch. / , . . 

The natives frequ0tltly kill the alligators by tneahs 
of a l^eavy spe^-abput ten (eet long, like the sketch. 




One epd is fuhiished with a heavy pec^ of iron-wood 
to give it force, and the other with a sharpk^inted 
barbed ihmi It is. attacKiBd to the bow of thei?- ca- 
noe by a piece of ^ass rope, ^hich is fastened to 
the upper end, and is a forinidable weapon. .A, smaller 
spear of the sariie description is used by these peo- 
ple for killing fish, in which occupation tftey are very 
expert. ■ . '.•.■■.■■ .. . ■ ''^^ " 

As we proceeded dowii the Niger by a difterent 
channel fjcom that by which we had asqende'd. it to 
Yioorie, we had fresh o'pportynitie^ of temarfdwg 
the more striking features on its banks.. The river, 
as might naturally have, been expected is much 
swollen, and its current more impettious than wlieii 
we passed up on our voyage to Yioorie; and many 
of the stones, and rocks which then annoyed us are 
now undeir water, and completely hidden; In the 
earlier part of the evening we landed at a small Cum- 
brie village, and our canoes were puljed upon a sandy 
beach for the night in security. The thermometer 
has been at 95* to*day. 

' W^^npath^, August ith.-^The inhabitants of the 
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village wherein* We slept lasft night had nothing to 
offer us to eat, either then or this mDming^; but we 
had the good fortune to shoot a partridge, and we 
had it dre^fsed for breakfast. But it w't^s, like many 
others, a most unsavoury repast, for we had nothing 
to .eat with il, not even ^ little salt; the -people of 
the village, as w^U as mdu of their countrymen, 
making' use of a quantity, of woodashei^ ihste^id, 
which contain saline particles, because salt is too 
expensive m article for' the^e simple villagers to 
purchase for their jovvp consumption! We had ever}' 
thing conveyed to the canoes at an eatly hour, and 
at seven O'clock A. jV^. we were onCe more upon the 
Ni^er. . The caitbemen, as well as our own people, 
had forecast andcontrivanceertough to supply them- 
selves with a few ears pf Indian torn la?t night, 
which they thought themsqh'es w'ari^anted to pluck 
from a field at no great distance from' their sleieping 
qiiarters; yet all of them complained of hung'er this 
morning, and left the village m a very ill-humour. 
To satisfy their ai^petites, our canoes Were pulled 
on shore repeatedly during the forenoon, fpr the ipnen 
to steal «ome of the copn which* overhung the mai:- 
gln of -the river. They were, however, perceived 
by the more diligent* or the watchers, but they did 
not take any measures to prevent them, because 
they saw that they, were the siiltan's servants, and 
the whole of thei^e have the-pri^lege of stealing as 
much corn from. the Cumbrie as they may have Oc- 
casion for. One poor man had a cahoe laden with 
new born, which was pounqed upPn by these hungT)^ 
plunderers, Who competted its reluctant owner to 
transfer it^ from his canoe into their own, without, 
remunerating him in anywise ftfr the los^ he thus 
sustained. Another iiidividual who happened to be 
in a canoe was chased a considerable distance QoWn 
the river,, under the impression that he had likewise 
com with hinl, the robbers endeayouring to palliate 
their conduct by saying, th^t as the man .pa(id no 
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tribute to. tlW'SuIt^Jif hiis ^e£feets.w?re M all times 
liable to be s€iked. The man, however, exerted aH 
^8 strength, ^ happily succeeded iu/makiiig his 
escape. . ' • 

About nopn we observed a herd -of faldtah cows 
grazing on the baiiks of the river; and in the water 
a Uttle way firom them we saV an inunense croco- 
dile floating on the surface like a long canoe, for 
which it was at ]6Tst mistaken,; and watching ah 
opportunity tp seize one of them and .destroy it by 
dragging it into the river. As soon as he was per- 
ceived by the canoemen, they paddled as softly as 
possible towards liim, intending to wait at a short 
jdistanc^ till the crocodile shbiltd Have accomplished 
his object, when th^ agreed to pull rapidly towards 
the shore ^od reap the fruits of the reptile's amazing^ 
Btren|fth, by scaring hini oflTfrora his prey, or.de- 
stroymghim with harpoons, fptthe skin of a croco- 
dile is not considered impenfetrafile here. Their in- 
tentions, however, were frustrated by the, sudden 
disappearance of ttie crocodile^ whic^^ dive^i the mo» 
ment he .perceived th6 eanoe so. near him, mjaking a 
loud plashing noise, and agitating the water in a re» 
markable manner jin his^ descent. We waited in vain 
for hijm to rise again; . A very short time after this 
the canoemen landed at Warreet which is th^ most 
celebrated marketrtown in the Jdependencjr of En- 
garski, and consists of several clu?tersof hiits en- 
circled by a. -dwarf 6lay wall. The market is at- 
tended- by mii|y thousaiids of people from different 
parts of the country, bqsides Yaoorie, Boossa, and 
Wo wow, yejt nothing peculiar to Engarski is ex- 
. posed for sale in it; and the cheapness at which th^ 
jMTOdnct&ns of the country are dispoised of is most 
likely the principal inducement for buyers to resort to 
Warree. 'Vast numbers of canoeSf filled with peo- • 
pie and goods, were passing from, one side of the 
Niger to the other dixrinjj our hmited stay outside 
the town, und the countenances' of both bpyers and 
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sellers betrayed a very an!?Lioua find busipess-lfte ex* 
pressipn. As soon as our curiosity .was fuljy saJtis- 
fied, we also crossed oyer to the Boossa^side of the 
river, and landed at a sipaJl Availed town.called Gar» 
nicas^k, which is inhabited by the Cumbrie, and situ- 
ated about five miles north of the city of Boossd. 
At no great distance from this plac^, ai\d v^ithin 
sight of it, all the brancties of the Niger' meet tod . 
form a beautiful and magnificent body of w^ter, at 
least seven or eight miles in width ; and it is truly 
astcoiishing what becom^^ of it, foi^ at Booss^. the 
nver is no .tnox;(3 than ,a stone's throw across, and its 
depth is in proportion to its narrowness. But about 
an houi:!s walk froQi thence it again becomes a no« 
ble river, and maintains its width, it is said, even to 
Funda. • This singular factlkvours the (^pinion, that 
a large, portion oi the waters of- ttie Nigj^ is con« 
vey^ by subteitaneous passages from the town of 
Garuicassa to a. iew miles below Boossa. 

Snorljty a£ter our ^ival, wheo we were making 
some allusion to the river to one of the iphabitantty 
a Falitah hearing 918 came forward and made the 
extr^otdi^ary assertion, that instead of running to 
l^unda, it4ook a turn to the eastward, and disem* 
bogued itiself into the lake Tshai} in. Bo^ikmu But 
theories /reapoioting the Niger are even more various 
and contrary ixt thi^ country than the h3rpotheses 
of the learned of Europe on the subject. Scarcely 
two people are to be;^ found that agree in jthe same 
opinion, and tKeir supjKi^itions ar^ not confined to 
the course and termination, but include also t)ie source 
of this nnysterio'^s river ;' yet, with all their talk, it 
is easy to perceive that tbesHatives are all entirely 

ignorant of the matter. '. 

The earlier part of th^ evening, after our arrival 
at Garnicassa; was calm, serene, and delightful i and 
4he .silvery nK>on shone with, unusual resplendence. 
It was a &votiralde t^Aie for the inhabitants, of the 
town to ei\joy themselves ; and accordingly they 
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welre , thus employed in good earnest. $ingingv 
dahqing, and i1iu$ic-j)layiTig are the 'Only'diveitise- 
mehts ^vith which the generality of the Cumbrie 
are aequairtted ; and th6ugh this people zrH even 
more despised than the slothful Hottentots of the 
southern part of th6 continent,— though their right* 
are unheeded and their liberties abused, yet .these 
considerations do not seem to impress them with 
' gloomy reflections ; and they trifle away their lei- 
sure hours in play, with as much^est and thought- 
less jollity'^ though they were the most favoured 
people in the 'wbrld. ' f • . 

A sudden and confused noiaeof merriment awoke' 
me from a ples^sing Jiind of re very in which I was 
indijging in the- moonshine. Indent out instantly 
to ascertain the bause of such^ obstreperous mirth, 
and discovered\jl riumber ^of young ^rls, and mar-! 
ried womeh with children on their backs, daocing, 
shigiiig, romping, and dapping their hands, after the 
manner of the country ; and a group of their' male 
relatives standing beside them as judges and spec- 
tators of their -proceedifigs. A femkle woijld 'springs 
mi(Jc(enlTi>Ort amid her c6mp^nh>ns, and after skip; 
t>ing ana dancing' with great- ahimaffpn till she be. 
came quite exhausted, >yotdd, fall baekwards into tlio 
arms of her assocfates, who, anxiously watching her 
tiiovements, had put themselves into a i^lable atti- 
tude to receive h*r« ■ Another would then supply her 
place, and then another,'tiU ail the lestive party had 
danced in turn ) and this . amusement was kepi xsp 
with 96 much spidt, that screams of laughter and 
Other violeat tokens 6f delight contimied as long «s 
it lasted, if he dance (rf it deserve the name) com- 
ihenced with the whole' of the females, married and 
single. They first formed thomselvegs info a circle, 
howinff fast of each .other's arms> an4 then they 
morved round very slowly without lifting their feet 
from the ;^rqund. ' This exercise seemed to have«oe»« 
djivieneS ^mm nftich es^iti^ti aad ^flkud^ if wb^ 
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m^bt be allowed) to judf^ from the violent and pe- 
ciliar manner in which they shook arid twisted their 
bodies, as well as from the failure of. several of tho 
younger girls> who were obliged tp quit the rhig al- 
most as soon as it was fornted. This sl6whess of 
motion was gradually succeeded' by a sprightlier 
niovement, till they r^n round so swiftly, that the 
circle was suddenly broken, and ^many of the wo- 
men, were tlux)wn with violence (6 the ^ouhd. TUe 
singing, or rather screaming, and clapping of hands, , 
together with other noises, more vociferous and wild 
than these^ were continued till the approach of 
morning, when a ieavy showei:, drove every one 
home. Nothibgt perhaps, in thi? country is more 
capable of producing^ a wild, romantic, aod pleasing 
effect than such a spectacle as this, and at such a' 
time. In front of us lay Uie celebrated Nigier, re- 
flecting froip its unruffled surface the splendid, canopy 

' over our heads, with the radiant, clouds of departing 
^ay. On each side of the river Nature, had scat- 
tered with a lavish hand the most loVely of hi^^r gifti j 
an^ yerdcmt tr^es cast their tall shadows- on the 
water. Almost close to 'the place where, we stood 
was a circle of nake(i savage women, all .black as a 
coal, who were performing the oddest antics ima- 
ginable 5. and" still nearer stood a wild-looking groub 
of their, male companions, resting on their tall 
spears and participating in the frolic; with all their 
hearts. A three-cornered rush or straw hat, having 
a high peak, but withouta brim, was the'^oiily article 
of (hress Worn by these men. .^Itocether, as .we^ 
have already said, the scene was such as tp fill the 
mind With the highest gratification and delight. To 
iis it was irresistibly durmirig, and we contemplated 
it a long time with emotions of the .most pleasing 
description, 

Thursday, August 'StL-^li rained incessantly till 

'between eleven and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, 
xrlm tbs 900 ttade Im appearaike at intervals, aad 
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the weather became fine, Which we ptomptiraTailed 
ourselves of, in pursuing oar jdnmey along the 
bauks of the Niger to Boossk. The path was fiBed 
with water, and broker\Upby the force of ther^ns. 
After an hour's ride ve drew near to the walls of 
the city, and soon arrived at the drumhier^s boose, 
which had been our fortoer residence. Here we 
found the rpi()iki on hetr knees to receive and wel- 
come us back again to Bobssk in the name of the 
king. But XV i^ were not permitted to. ehter and take 
possession of our old apartments, for the queen con- 
ducted us to other huts, which form part of a clus- 
ter inhabited by Faldtahs, and emigrants of both 
sexes from Yarriba and Noufile, who are mostly 
shves to the ki^S^* A quantity of ifiilk ai)d large 
calabashes of. rice and iisn, stewed in palm oil, were 
sent us a few minutes after our arrival; and in the 
evening we w^re visited by the monarch, who said 
he had t^eoo apprehensive that we required a little 
repose and quietness after our journey, and there* 
fore he did not like to intrude on us before. He ex* 
pressed the pleasure be fell an seeing us again, and 
welcomed us with the utmost ccSdiality. The 
midiki, who had accompanied him to our bouse« 
paid us a similar compliment. It has been toh) us 
that the drUmmer'i wife had excited the envy of the 
queen by wearing found her neck a smart jplt but- 
ton which we l\ad given her; and that this is* the 
only reason that we are not allowed -to" occupy our 
former lodgings in her h(^ruse. Yetj to be even with 
her fair rival, the qneen Had extracted from her little 
sheepskin boj;, whereirf they had been confined for- 
a quarter of a centuiy, a smaU number of round and 
fiat golden ornaments,' with wdlch she has adorned* 
her saWe bosom, and thereby totally ecHpsed the 
transitory splendour of the button belonging to the 
drummer's wife. ' ' • 

On our ariival at Boo^li tlie face and hands of 
both my brother and self were vavtch ^oQen and 
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highly inflamed by exposure .to the siin* and this cir- 
cumstance,' simple as it was, excited the' queen's 
syitipathy almost to tears."^ 

Friday, Augy 6th, — In a conversation with the king 
this morning, he.intimated that it would be necessary 
for us to visit Wowow, jirevidus to our going to 
Funda, because the prince of that state, he said, had 
til ready .made war. on Kiima on- our acciount,' and 
captured a few of' its people. The king had been 
induced, from the representations of the midiki, who 
is sister to the chief of WqWow, to urge our taking 
this step; and as we dare not raise objections, we 
have promised to go thither in a day or two, alUiou^h 
we are well aware that the httle present we shall be 
necessitated to offer him^will by no means answer 
his* expectations. The king has himself repeated to 
us the promise which he made to our maij, of fur- 
nishing us with a canoe sufficiently large to contain 
the whole of our people, and oiy-selves, and what- 
ever goods we niay have left ; and in order to bind 
him, to his word, we Ijave^ven him our tent and the 
horse which was lately his own ; so that, 'deprived 
6f these, we shaU not have the means (^f traveUW 
on land,, and shall therefore of necessity be. obliged 
to* proceed by water. To the que^n also, whose in- 
fluence over the mind and actions of her husband is 
unbounded, We have made a present much' greater 
than our means warranted, \yith Which she is more 
than pleased. We hate further endeavoured to win , 
her favour by kindness, compliment, and flattery; 
and these means are fhe most powerful arid efl*ectiv§ 
in the world. The simple-hearted females of this 
country are quite unable to -resist them. Thus far 
every thing is fevourable to our enterprise, yet doubts 
sometjn^es arise in our minds ; and shquld a cano^ 
be denied us after aH that the monarch of this place 
has said, we are determined, when the time draws 
near for our departure, to take a canoe of our own 
accord, and steal away from Boossk by night. " Fald- 
ta)t\s/* said the king to-day with much seriousness. 
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"reside* on eadh side of the river- in considerable 
numbers,' and I begin to f/ear th-dt they will eiKlanger 
youi* personal safety.".^— "But," ans\\;ers Pascoe, 
pur interpreter, *^Eri5flishitien are gods of Xhe waters, 
and no evil can berdl them in boats, even though all 
' Africa, or the' wlkdle world, should fight ^against 
tl^enK? — **fjwili, however,*' -'said the king,, in reply, 
'*go down ^nd ask the becken roiioh ,{d^rk or black 
water, which the Niger is everywhere emphatically 
styled) whether it will be prudent and ^afe for th,e 
wjfiite men to embark oh it or not, anJ I wRl be sure 
to acquaint you and them of my success, be it eood 
or bad." . To-giorVbw morniag,. we- understand, he 
int^ndsr making this singular experiment-; and we 
have only to hop^a that the. Niger may return him, a 
favourable answer to his question* 

Tp-day when we ascertained that it was the -ac- 
tual intention of the king to supply iis with acanoe^ 
we thought p^bper/ to present him, in the name pf 
our sovereign, with oi^e of those beautiful silver 
medals, which were 'cast during the American war, 
for the purp6se of ^istnbiyting among those Indian 
chiefs who were favourable to the English interests. 
A large and valuable chain of the same (netal wiasr 
attached to iti and nothing whipb we had previoitsly 
given the King seenx3d to have pleased him so; much 
as this medarl and-chaiii ; he regarded jt indeed with 
childish admiratiori We. assured him that he might 
' now cpnsidej; himself as the king of England's most 
particular friend, and that , he could not oifer a more' 
grateful return, than by favouring arid assisting us 
in our plan of journeying to the salV water l?y way 
of the Nigen ■ r . .. ,. • 

Saturdfiy<t August 7M.— Just after we had arisen 
Ihis mqrnmg, the king came to us with joy learning 
in his countenance,, and quickly informed us that, 
.according to his promise, he had. been' down to th^ 
Niger, With his maHamoi; priest, and Uiat the result 
of Tils visit was highly fevoutable to our wishes aa 
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well as his own—" "fte riyer haymi^ promised. to cop- 
duct us in safely to its terniinatiom". One of our 
greatest apprehensions is by this means removed. 
Ue likewise observed that the canoes of the, (;hief 
of Wowow were much superior tp his x)v^n, and he 
should therefore request him, to sell. us a large arid 
good ope, made t>f a single trunk, instead of one 
joined in the middle,. which he said would not be 
either so strong or so safe. We thanked him, ^nd 
eiqpressed a desire to purchase such a one as he had 
tecommend^d without delay, that we might hav^ 
time to n\ake whatever .alt<rati6n& we should deem 
.necessary, and {)rocure a mast, awning, saiU dtC. 
Ijefore. ou|: departu?;e. ^ 

Monday, A}igust 9^.— The king toid Pascoe this 
morning* that neither himself uor the mi^ikt had 
tasted animal food for the last three weeks, and that 
if we would make him a presf'nt pf a Guinea-fowl he 
would be greatly pleased, ias he' had been living Upon ^ 
fiA\\ till he was tired of it. This was jocosfely ' 
spoken, and not intended for ouc- ears, as. the king 
subsequently informed us ; but when \\k knew, by 
our compUarioe with his expressed wish, that Pascoe 
had made us acquainted with it, his delicacy was so 
much hurt that he was ashamed to yisit Us for a 
whole day after. 

. The king is one of the. tallest and finctst men in 
the country, as well as oue of the most active and 
industrious, tie is oftentimc^s unwell, Dwing, ac- 
cording to his own at'count. to having, many "y ears 
ago, swaUo>¥ed a quantity of poison, which had been 
administered to him as an excelleiit m<?dicine, byvOne 
who sought his destruction., Other 'chiefs "and 
great men," not only in 'Horgoo> but in every place 
that we l\ave visited, either doze and sleep away 
the greatest part of their lifetime, or spend.it in the 
n|ost childish and frivolous pursuits ;• whereas his 
majesty of Bposs^t when he is not engageld iu pub-' 
lie aifairs, ^usefully empiovs ail his leisure ItioUrs i& 
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irtipeiint^nNibng.tbe dccupatiohsl of liis hdusehcfld and 
making, his pwti clothes. The midiki ai^d he have 
distinct 'ostabiishments, divided fortunes, and sepa- 
rate interests ; , indeed, they appear to have nothing 
in common' with each other, and yet we have never 
seen so -friendly a couple since leaving our native 
country, The mai^ners -of the Africans, too, are 
hostile to thi6 interest and. advanconent 6f woman, 
and she. is t^ery rarely indeed placed on an equality 
with her htisband. Perhaps the prevalence of* p61yg- 
amy, which the rejigibn of the people tolerates, 
whether Mohammedan or pa^an, is one of the chief 
eati6es of the disesteem- in which '.females are gen- 
erally held^ . ' ' \ ' ^ ' 

'I*he kings x}f Booss^, as we haye tfefore had occa- 
sion to ol»ervc^ liave the r.eputation -of being thB" 
greatest monarchs, next to the sovereigns.of Bornou, 
between ^at empire; and the sea ; ^d this enviable 
distinction is acknowledged 6y every rivat chief. 
Yet it cannot be owing either to their power, their, 
state, or th^ir opulence 5 for of all the Borgoo rulers, 
they ^re pethaps the pooi^st and feeblest. The 
superior dignity of. the! kings, of Booss^ and the hon- 
oiir and rfeverence which are universally paid them,* 
have arisen, jt is «aid, from the T6spectabiUty of 
their origin ; for they are believed to be desciendants 
of the oldest family in Africa, which in anciept times*, ' 
long before the introduction of the Mohammtklan re- 
l^on,^ was* the great, head of the fetish ; hence the 
profpund respect which is yet ^bhown them by the 
professorsof the new faith, and thosfe who still cling 
to th^ superstitions of the old, and the ' in^uence 
which they exeicise as f BjT as their name is known. 

Tkiesdayi Augfist'^Wth,—The midiki sends us a 
bowl of bruised cortij boiled in water, which is called 
tuah, twice* a-day. for our people; and the king 
sends daily- a little rice and dried f|sh, sea^otied with 
pepper, saljt, and palm-oil,'f9r biir own consun^ptipQa . 
BQt W6 find this injpiuffidient for out peO|)le, who are 



B0O8SA. S|9 

eight in number, and ourselves ; their appetites are 
extremely keen. Guinea-fowl an4 partridges, wjhieh 
we used to shoot here in great quantities^ and which 
formed the principal part of our food, are; now. pro- 
cured with the greatest difficulty. and ifatigue, owing 
partly to the prevalence .of heavy rdns, which :have 
rendered the cround soft and boggy, and partly to 
the surprising neiffht 9nd stiffiiess of the com^stalkst 
between which these bin^ always shelter ihe'tn- 
selves. We aie^ therefore, often much perplexed 
about the means of procuring a meal. With buttons 
the market, is already overstocked;. they have lost 
all their powers to chatm, beca\i6e those we have 
heretofore sold were of inferior quality) and not new, 
so that thisy begiQ already to lose their pohshed lus^ 
tre, and to look dull and black ; needles are unsale- 
able; we h^ye dispc^d of all-o^r bits of coloured 
cloth, and cbnimon red stuff, tea canisters, powder 
canisftf^rs, and almost every thing indeed that would 
sell, reserving the very few articles of greater value 
which, are left for presents to the different: chiefe 
along the bank8;of the Nigelr. Ampn^ other tribes 
disponed of were several tin-cases; wm<;h contained 
worthies? and topalatable portable soups, &ci These 
wiere labelled With slips oi tin, which, though rather 
dull and dirty, neverthelefi^ af^^acted the admiration 
of many; and we hava been, highly diverted to jBee 
one man in particular walking at l^ge, and i^trutting 
about with " Concentrated Gravy" .stuck' on his 
head in no less than four places. He app^s(red<]ttite 
proud and vain of these ornaments, and was simper* 
mg w}th pleasure wherever h^ went. 

Our men bear fatigue and hunger extremely well^r 
yet when th^y have food in abundance, they eat, or 
rather devour it voraciously. Ope of tiiem, who, has 
the appetite of a horse, but who is himself uncon- 
scious of it, understanding ttiat any thing bitt^ would 
sharpen this propensity, and enable him to consume 
a greater quantity of ftrovisioas, has been in the con- 

VoL. I.— Dd 
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stant habit of swallowing ^he 6ontj^nt8 of everv 
bullock's gall-bladder he could meet with ! Sir siich 
stomaichs as his we have daily to satisfy, if we cau ; 
and having also two wometi (Pascoe^ wives) in our 
train, we think it will be no easy n>atter, at a future 
period, to supply them even with the bare netces- 
saries of life, more especially afkr our embarkation 
in the canoe. ' , 

Wednesday, August llth. — ^By k preyiousT hitima- 
tion 'we prepared ourselves eartv this morning to 
depart for Wowolf^ ; but because the road to that city 
was supposed to be bad, we wer^ obliged to wait on 
horseback by the king's house for a cousiderable 
time, in order that -a. person might be Ibond tp show 
us the most proper path. However* wearied with 
waiting, we left the city without him, and he over- 
took us about three or four hours after ^ehad been 
on our journey. ' The account of the badness of the 
path we soon saw had not been exaggerated; it was 
nlled with holes and pits, and overgit)wn with grass 
so tall that it reached £air above our hcads^ and 
sp^nkled a shower of water on our persons. Thorny 
shrubs tore our' clothes and lacerated our fl€fsh, and 
the branches of decayed trees, which had fallen 
across th^ pathway^ made it every thing but impass- 
able;, while small rivers, rushing along with the im- 
petuosity of a toirrejlt; and their rugged and almost 
perpendicular sides, conduced to render travelling 
pangerous and even dreadful. In crossing a large 
and not very rapid streanir my horse fell with me, but 
my brother's refused to carry him over, and he was 
6bliged to wade through the water, which reached 
above his antipits. The bed of the stream was fitted 
with rocksv against which he struck hims^ sevend 
times, and was thrown down more than. oiicey but 
wiihOut d6ii^ him aiqr injurj^. 

'A fe^ niiles from BoosiBd we orossad in a canoe a 
branch of ^ Niger forming a pret^ littiativer^and 
Tuncin^ neikriy westf and whidi is ^aid to enconpass 
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the w]H>ie of Wowow, arid to fell into the parent ' 
stream below that state. --This is the yiver which 
Captain Ciapperton Was infonmed encircled the city 
and part pf ytline kingdofen of Booss^ whereas it t^es 
q]uite an opposite direction; and where that officer 
supposed it retamed tp the Niger* it dtQtually takes 
its ride. It was likewise told us that this same river 
joins the Oly; and if this be the ease, the principali- 
ties of Kidma and Wowow must form an island of 
themselves; Between one ^d two o'clock Jn^the 
afternoon, ^hen the most difficult part of the journey 
had been accomplished, we halted at a farm belong- . 
ing to th6 King of Boossa,for we >vere all e;xcessively 
fatigued.' Here We were regard with parched corn 
;^d w^er, and refreshed ourselves further with an 
hour'e re«t? and we again set forward with renewecl 
s]nrfts' and additional cheerfulness, and aboyt sunset ' 
entered a ^leasant^iittle village, encompassed with 
flourishing plantations of com and yams, which wad 
situated near Mount Creopge the Fourth. , We slept 
here, and before we retired to rest we made an un- 
sutcessM attempt to procure provisions for our 
famishihg attendants, y^t they had wjsdom enough 
not to forget themselves, for they hiatd' recourse to 
tiieir pld expedient of pilfering Indian- com in the 
night-time; and though a watch was kept by the 
inhabitants, \tho suspected their intentions, yet they 
escaped detection.' Fires were made in our hut, 
which was very large, with branches of trees and a 
larffe trunk, and around these sat our men dressing 
and eating their ill-gotten, food tiH moming; ' In the 
eourse'of the day's journey, we observed traces' of 
lions and elephants.. The latter animals infest the 
woods between Boossd 3nd Wowow in Increctible 
numbers, and by the impressions of their feet en ithe 
pathway, their dize must be prodigious. 

Thursday f August 12M.— As soon ae H was day 
we i^ere again on hoiveback, and after a very feas- 
ant ride over an exc(elleut footway of somewhat 1am 
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Ukan twelve piiles/we entered the city of Wowow 
through the western ehtrajice. ' Here we found our- 
«elVes oa the race*cotkr^e^.aiid by desire we galloped 
«wiftly towsonds the kmg's residence, and fired off a 
«ouple of pistols as:a signal of our arrival. He pres- 
•eatiy caipie out^ to see i^ ; ,but as the messenger from 
Booss^'was not at- hand,, and a^ it is the custom 
never to ^nterinto anjr kind of co^ersation without 
hhn, the o\A chief awaited hiaooitfiog with inuch pa> 
tiepee for more than half an hour, nor could we ap- 
proach, him during .that tkne.^ Indeed, no foreigner 
«s permitted to do sp, whatever may he his rank, 
unless an presence of the representative of the chief 
fr6m whom he last came* A number of well-dressed 
mailams wall^ed before the king on his coming out, 
add a man bearing on his shOuider a heavy sword 
-eame after them ; . and^ast of sQl foU(^w^d a long train 
«f his wives and children, who squatted- themselves 
on the ground and .filled up the ^borway. . In the 
wall on each side of the entrance of the town id a 
large ni^he, in one of which the king stood fixed and 
motionless, with hisiiands dasped under his tobe, 
and supported on his bosom^f and round a pole, which 
had'been placed erect in the- other niche, a naked 
youth had entwined hi^ legs, remaining in breathless 
anxiety to be a spectator of the approaching inter* 
view* No two human beings ever '^^t^ore a more 
striking I'esemblance to litatijies than these; the de- 
ception was indeed idomplete* For ourselves, ^ we 
had. dent our hoirs^s to graze, and sat about a dozen 
paees from the doorway, under alarge tree ; — ^the 
. msdlams were sprawling on the earth between the 
king* and lis; and at a respectful distance on each 
side» groups of the inhabitants had assembled to 
gratify their curiosity^ . 

While the .king remained in the dxnre position, 
without moving a single muscle, and which lasted' 
till our messenger had made his appeanqice, a mng- 
ini^wpfiian drew near the person of her sov^r^gnt 
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and began to exercise her vocation in a tone of voice 
that (Usj^aye^d any thing but sweetness or inelody, 
and so loud and shrill as to. frighten away the birds 
from the trees near the spot. After this salutation 
she fell on her knees, and repeatedly threw handfuls 
of earth over her leit shoulder down her back, &c. 
The Boossd messenger, who had been so anxiously 
expected, at length arrived, ai^ the spell which had 
bound every one to the spot was dissolved in a mp- 
meht/ We were th^n ^onduded to thfi king, an3 
formally introduced to him ; but the grave, ecceatric 
old man shook hands with us without taking them 
from the tobe in which they had been enveloped, or 
even condescending to 16ok in our faces, for he neveir 
makes it a practice to raise his head above a certain 
height; fearing he should' discover the person to 
whpm he may be conversing. gazing full in hisi^oun* 
tenance, to which he has a very] strange but uncon* 
qiierable antipathy^ 'The interview lasted but ^ mo* 
ment, and we were hastily conducted to the house 
which was pocupied by the late Captiiin Clapperton ; 
and here we were sabn visited by a number of the 
principal people of the city. In the course of the 
morning we received a quantity of eggs, milk, yams, 
;wd 9 fat sheep, as a present from the king. 

P-d3 
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CHAPTER XI. 



It'was net till aAer this contest had been coDcluded 
that the king^ mtide his appearance at the lowei end 
of the race-course ; aiid from thence be rode slowly 
towards -the starting-place, preceded by ajnging aiM 
daficing women, who bawled and caperM tefore 
him.' When he came Up to it he was saluted with a 
report from a few gunaand pistols. The king was 
more appropriately attired, or rather bis clothes 
senned to sit more, easily and gracefully on hit per- 
, iwii, thao those of any other prince we have seen. 
His horse .was gayty, if not .richly caparisoned; it 



was a noble beast, and botl^ horoe and irider looked 
extremely well. As he passed us he neither turned 
his head asidfl, nor ^ven honoured us with a single 
glance, from a, desire to make ai^ impression on our 
mindi'by pomp and show; perhaps he thoiight it 
would have been degrading to have given us a fami- 
liar look* ' 

The weather was not so favoun^le as could have 
been wished.; and to thils circumstance was owhiff 
the few horses, comparatively speaking, which had 
been brought tp the sport.. The horses- were rode 
chiefly by little^ boys, one of whom was the kkig*s 
son: when they galloped past their sovereign they 
invariably doffed their caps as a mark of. respect. 
This race was by no means so weU -contested as the 
former, and indeed ^as unworthy of the name ; and 
as soon/ as it was over the king returned to his resi« 
deuce, and his example was presently followed by the 
prince and the other part of his household. But all 
fliese were obliged to return by a di^erent path, be- 
cause it is Against, the rules of etiquette for any one 
of the natives to attend the footsteps of his sovereign 
on the celebration of any public amusement. Af^r 
their departure the music ceased, a^d terminated the 
entertainments of the day. , . 

The king's headnlrummer,' a little NQuffie man, 
came to see us this afternoon. He stated, in answer 
to our inquiries, that the Tshadda (^hary)^ows into 
the Niger at Funda, and a regular intercourse is kept 
up wi£ Uie natives on its banks, for the purposes of. 
trade, by means of very larg6 canoes. The sheikh, 
he said, resided very near the TfAo^iJo, which, in 
Bomou, spreads into a large body of water. H^ fur- 
ther informed us, that canoes, capable of containing 
tve hundted men in each, and having '* thatched 
houses^ in them, aife taken to Bitme (Benin), wUh 
great quantities of Cotton cloths, &c., by his coiln- 
trymen,. who seU, them to the natives; and that 
Fonda is very near the salt-water ; yetthe drummer 
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iq)peax8 to know nothing of an^ river. Wludi runs 
to Bomon. 

This morning I carrieid the few things,, which we 
ha^ brought from Bbossa for that purpose, to the 
king. The monarch appealed well pleased and cheQir* 
fill, and expresfsed himself perfectly satisfied, with 
the present, thoi^gh in a few minutes afterward he 
despatched a messenger to inquire if we had not 
brought any cdral beads with us nrom England. The 
articles fomfiing the present Consisted of two paur 
of silver bracekts, a- piece of coarse muslin, suffi- 
cient for a- ooui)le of turbans, a tobaccorpipe, two 
razors, a new gilt button« two smaU and inferior 
looking-gksses, a cjasp-knife, a pair of scissors, and' 
two combs. In comphance wUh. my request, the 
king informed' me that he would sell us a canoe 
with the greatest pleasure. He was convinced, he 
said, that we shoukl return in safety to our country 
by ^ay of the Niger, which did not coiftain a single 
rock from IngudzhUljgise to* Funda. He had heard 
of the refusal of the prince of Kidma' to send us by 
the road of Wbwow to his friend the King of Boossa, 
and his recommending us a path ihrbugh a dreary 
wilderness, which had eaiused the destruction of aU 
our horses, and in which weoTirsefves had narrowly 
escaped with life. He had Mt for us in that situa- 
tion, and his heart had been touched with grief at 
the recital of our misfortunes. After the rains 
shoi|Id be over, he was determined to resent the 
aflfront which had beefn thus chared him^by the tuler 
of Ki6Ins^ and make him repent his tsmeXtf. It had 
been his intention, he continued, to despatch a body 
of soldiers' for the purpose of escorting us to his city* 
in a4iandsome. and becoming manner, but he had 
been deterred from his' purpose by the information 
which he had received of. our having plenty of gunt 
and ammunition with us, which he feare(d we might 
have employed artist the' escort, under the mis* 
|)9]^9 opmion of its being a b^4 of rpbb^ri^ Jfy 
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Tejoi^ed, however, to see us, b6cau3e it would con- 
vince his neighbours that the white men neither dis- 
liked nor despised him. *' I am no)v. infinitely happy/' 
he concluded, '* for surely I could not have leit the 
world in pea(^e if you had departed from the country 
without having, visited the old king of Wo wow.;' 
When this long e^lmiation was concluded, I was 
permitted to take my leave. Quns weresubseqifei^tly 
^red off in compliment of our arrival ; and the king 
and his wives, elated with joy, padsed the day in 
dancing, laughing^ and singing. . ,r • 

In the evening, several of Uieir daughters favoured 
us with a visit ; and after their departure the mon- 
arches brother and his friend came to pay us ^e 
complimeoits of the day, and salute us in tne country 
fashion. The avaikin xuUikee (king's friend) is a very 
important and,. influential personage in Porgoo and 
other countries, and in point of rank is considered 
the second man in the empire. He trwisacta all' thB 
public business for the king when th& latter is inca- 
pable of attending to % from indisppsition or* any 
other accidental cause. 

Satwrdayi August 14/^— ^Yesterday 'morning a 
aiessengc^r was despatched in haste to InguazhiUigee, 
which is a town 'and f^rry on the bai&s of the' Niger^ 
wheie- the king's boats are kept, to ascertain if a 
larg^ canOe can. be af^propriated to our use, without 
interfering with or intermitting the busineeis of thift 
ferry. He returned at a late hour last mght, so 
Ihat we had no opportur^ of speaking to him; 
hut this morning he informed ;us thatwe*shall be 
abl6 to have the best and most commodious canoe 
in the place,^ because a new canoe had very recently 
been made for the ferry, On account of , the old* one, 
which haB since been recovered,- having drifted 
down the] river. "^Another, individual was sent by 
the king this morning to settle the buainesis about 
the purdhase-money, but he is not expected to re- 
ium firom IhguSj^iUigee till to-morrow. . 
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This day -a long and -gay procession, formed by 
the female followers of flie ancient religion .of the 
country, passed through the town,, walkmg and 
dancing* alternately, with large spreading J)ranches 
of trees in their hands. The priestess, at the time 
we saw her^ had just swallowed f6tish-<water, and 
was carried on the shoulders of one of the devotees, 
who was assistefd by two female companions, sup- 
porting the trembling hands and atras of their mis- 
tress. Her body .was convulse all over, and her 
featurefif shockingly distorted, while she stared wildly 
and vacantly on the troop of enthusiasts and other 
objects whiph surrounded her. The priestess was 
then believed to bel possessed ^th a demon ; indeed, 
to us they all appeared to be soj for not one of them 
seemed in their sobei"senses, ^o indescribably fan^ 
fasiic were their actions, and so unseemly did they 
Report them&elves. A younger woman was like- 
wise bort^e* oil the shoulaers' of a friend, and carried 
along in the «ame manner a§ her mistress ; but she 
was by no means so uncouth a figure, nor was her 
agitation so great as that of the- priestess, by whom, 
she was preceded. The whole of the women form- 
ing thia strange procession might amount to be- 
tween ninetv and a hundred ; ' they were^ clad in 
their **^Jiolyday best ;" thBir motions were regulated 
at times by the sound of drdms and fifes, and, to 
this music they joined their wild shrill voices. They 
were*a;rranged in couples, and with the branches of 
tre'^s shaking in the air, -presented one of the most 
extraordinary and grotesque spectacles tha$ the hu-r 
man mind can conceive. - . - 

The ,Kirip of W^owow is making new roads and 
repairing and widening the old ones leiading to Wd 
from the city .'^ This is -the only instance we hav« 
yet seen wherein even the slightest attention has 
been paid^by a chief to the state of the public path- 
way, during the whole of tl^e joUrneyfronfi Badagry 
to Vlioone ; and the reason Vged l>y ^e ruler of 
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this place for undertaking the business is somewhat 
singular, though shrewd and'jUst ^lf,P says he, 
** an enemy were to come towards my gates with a 
hostile intention, and find the roads t)roken up or 
overgrown with weeds, would they riot say among 
themselves* 'Oh, this King of Wowow is a careless, 
slothful, cowardly governor ; his town contains, bjut 
few inhabitants, for see, the path is green and un- 
trodden by human feet ; let us go and attack it, for 
it will easily fall into our hands P But,** he con- 
tinued, ** should they find it of convenient width, 
smooth, ;and fi«ee from grass, they would imme- 
diately say, / This road is trodden by the< feet. Qf 
many people ; the town must be populous, strong, 
and flourishing, and its monarch watchful and brave ; 
if we venture to make an assault, we foresee that 
we shall be overjjowered and slain ; it is better for 
us all to turn back while We are yet undiscovered 
and unharmed, lest jsome evU fall upon us when it is 
too late to' retreat.*** . : 

Thus the talkative old king argues with his people, 
that they may throw off ^that laziness which is 
natural to them« and be ai^imated to industry and 
labour in the common causes 

A greater ' quantity of yams is cultivated in the 
vicinity of Wowow than is grown in all the other 
principalities of Bprgoo put together. It is a com- 
mon qtiestion on the path when the natives meet a 
stranger, '* What ! are you going to Wowow to eat 
yams 1** And the King of Booss& jocosely observed 
to us in parting, "That after we had tasted of ihe 
yams of his relative, he was apprehensive we should 
be inclined 'to remains l6ng{^r period in Wowow 
than he had proposed, for that they were a powerful 
iiiducement.^ 

Rice and com are also cultivated to an unlimited 
extent here, and- two species of beans, so that the 
necessaries of life are very plentiful and cheap. 
Reaping has conuneliced,.EU]!d the M^et season,, it ici 
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said, is neaii^F over. As in most otb^r pliuses^ in*^ 
di|^ and coUon are yearly produced at Wowow in 
abundance. ' ' 

Sunday y August I6ih. — ^Yesterday and this morning 
I was seized with giddiness of Ithe- bead and 6ther 
symptoms, which' are the usual precursors of. fever 
in this country. We had left. our medicine^hest 
behind at BooSsa; and ^» I was apprehensive that 
I^sbouM be laid.«p in this city, if I ren^ained in it 
longer, my brother agreed with me in opinion that 
it would be advi^ble for me to return without delay 
to Boossa^and leave 'hfan here to settle the business 
respecting the canoe, jkc» I therefore gOt on horse- 
baok as soon is the vertigo had passed awa^, and 
without stopping to bid adieu to . the mng, imme- 
diately departed on my joumeywith two attendants. 
My brother furnished me afterward triththe follow- 
ing account* of the events which fell und^this own 
observation during the time we were ;Sd)8ent from 
each pther. • - 

"A very few minutes after my brother had de- 
parted from WowOw,'.the prince sept me a yoiing 
bullock and a number of yams; and his brother like- 
wise presented me with a quantity of milk, rice, and 
a fatted goat , ' 

** About midday the femal^ w^rshipiyiers pf the 
ancient go^s, who have already been aUuded to, 
performed a second tn^stic^l cer^emony, which is 
enjoined b/ their religion, and afterward paraded 
the streets in the same order as on the former oc- 
casion^ When it was over and the procession had 
dispersed, without intimating their intention, several 
of them paid me a visit attended by musicians with 
drums, !flptes, and guitars, aiid a ^eat number of 
little boys and girls. ■ 1 was sittmg in a ahed outside 
our hut ^t the time, with a sheet spcead before me 
to keep o^ the eyes of the cioious ; and when it was 
pulled up by the priestess herself, Who was fantas^ 
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VieaHy dressed m.man^s apparel^ and when, with hiet 
large rolling ^es, and plurensi^ cotiptenance and 
manner, she performed ner antics before me, utteiw 
ing at the same time a piercing yell,, more dismal 
than a doff's at midnight^ I started and shuddered a 
moment, for I was quite unprepared to witness such 
an 6bject But ^the poor enthusiast had no evil in-> 
tention, for she fell down on l^r knees, gazed ^ 
me with tears in her eyes, anci with a look of ten- 
derness, held out her hand as a token of friendship^ 
tossed me, and then arose and went out to make 
room for her principal attendants, who shrieked like 
her and offered their hand in the same manner. Our 
Boossa messenger, and oth^ individuals, who had 
come in before this most singular method of salutas^ 
tion was ended, subsequently received the benedic- 
tion of the devotees, wnich was bestowed on them 
by the elder of the females. The method of doing 
it was novel and peculiar ; in the first {dace, the man 
was placed in a stooping position, the female then 
twisted his left arm, and pulled it over the back- 
with all her might; it was then let go, to the gseat 
relief of the man ; and she placed both her hands 
on his shoulders, which she~ pressed down with 
great energy, muttering between her tee^ durmg 
the time tl^ blessing which he had sought $ but this 
was so inaudible that it could not be understood^ 
It was not the woman, said the bystanders, but a 
spirit within her that spoke, and that infiuenoed her 
and her companions in aU their actions. So the 
people went away confirmed in this belief, and quite 
hapmr. 

** The religion which these enthusiasts profess^ 
and which was not long since the prevailing reh- 
ffion of the country, is still held in iprei^t reverence 
here ; so much so mdeed, that the king's dBoghters 
we^e early initiated into its mysteries, and invm* 
riably attend the celebration of all its Bxpmlttioas 
rites and ordinaitos ; ia fnu^ the piktteat ' 

Voi^ I.— E e 
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is on^ of them. Their parent also is stiU farocurt 
able towards the religion of his fathers, which is 
Uended with Arab fables and traditions (for the Mo- 
hammedan creed in its purity is unknown here), and 
these form the foundation and superstructure of 
his faith. 

"The priestess and her followers believe in the 
existence of a God, and a heaven wherein he re- 
sides ; that this glorious and almighty Being siiper- 
intends'the destuiies of man in this Ufe, and m a 
future one rewards or punishes him according to his 
deserts. Yet of a hell, or a place .of eternal torment, 
^ey have no idea, whatever. The souls of good 
men, say they, are translated into a tranquil, happy, 
aiid bewitifm region, wherein but one monkey is. 
penpitted to reside, and where they remain for 
ever; whereas the wicked, before they can be 
allowed to participate in so much felicity and ei^py- 
ment, are forced to endure sorrow^ pam, and pun- 
irtunent :— a variety of tortures is in store for tnem»* 
SHch as scourging and beatipg, till it is coDsidered 
sufficient punishment has been inflicted for their 
misdeeds, when they are exalted to a happier state 
of being. 

' ** Others, who waver between the Mohammedan 
religion and the ancient faith, believe that at the 
end of the world a voice will sound from heaven to 
invite all black men to .the world, of bli^s, but that 
these will be too much unconcerned and too lazy 
to embrace the offer; a second voice will then 
proclaim the same invitation to white men, whb 
will spring up with alacrity and transport, and enter 
the celestial regions before them, with book9 in 
their hands. They profess to believe also that 
two men were originally created, one black and Uie 
other, white, from whom the whole world is de- 
scended. , 

" The professors x)f . the ancient • superstitimi sac- 
riftee a Mlock* Ajsheep, ora black goat to their* 
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^▼ihities, bat they shudder at the very idea: of a 
human offering, instead of agreeing with us that 
the world will be destroyed by fire, they suppose 
that its Divine Maker wiU roll it up like aparchmelnt 
scroll, and pat it aside for a future occasion. 

'^ It is somewhat remarkable that in Haussa the 
people have a tradition that the name of our great 
forefather was Adam (pronounced exactly in the same 
manner as we prooiounee the word), tkt Adam^ in 
the same .language, signifies an object when observed 
indistinctly at a distance, bearing the least resem- 
blance to a man. The mother of the human race is 
called Ameeru^oo in Haussa. 

** Monday, August 16M. — ^The mbi'e respectable 
'Classes of society in Wowow and Boossa, after 
their decease, are buried in the yard of the house 
in which they resided when, alive ;- while the people 
in the common walks of life are interred in a spot 
of pn^ound selected for the purpose in a thick wood, 
which is at some distance from the city, and an- 
swering to our own places of burial. The fHends 
of the former, as soon as they are made acquainted 
with his dissolution, resort to his house, aiid make 
lamentation for him for the space of seven dayi^ 
wearing during that period their very worst ap- 
parei. But the relatives of a poor man attend his 
remains to the burying ground, and abide in the 
wood tSl their grief is assuaged and the time of 
mouminir expired. 

"iSi^^amonff free- people is tixceedingiv 
simple, and is attended with little mirth orfestiVB 
recreation of any kind. The intended husband is 
allowed to have nothing to do in the zSur, thoush 
it concerns him so nearly, and 'the parents of the 
girl are equally-^out of the question. When the 
parties become attached to each other, the female 
goes immediately to acquaint her grandmother 9( 
ibe circumstance, and coaxes the old woman to 
give her consent for her to live henceforwaid witii 
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her ioitor, for rile alone has the power of fptiHg 
tiie maiden away. If H happens, bowe? er, that she 
has no grwidn^other, the gin is at liberty to act as 
*he {leases. Several days are always allowed for 
the old woman to reflect and ponder over the whole 
matter in her mind; and th|8 interval is generally 
embnu^ by the man in making her tiiffing present^ 
and doing her other little acts of kindness, in the 
hope of gaining her over to his interests. When 
{^ iree man forms an aflection for a female who is a 
slave, and he has money sufficient for the purpose, 
* he goes to her master, whoever he may be, unbo- 
soms his mind to him, and informs him of his in- 
tention of tsJdng the woman ta wife, if he wM give 
him permission. Should the owner of the girl ap- 
prove of the oonnexioni the suitor pays him twenty- 
thousand cowries for ,his consent to the matcti^ 
though a smaller sum is oftentimes offered and ac* 
cepted ; and the object of his affections from that 
time becomes his spouse. Yet the ohiidrai which 
she may bear him ca^ot be retained by the father, 
but are considered the exclusive property of the 
wife^s master, who lays claim to them and takes 
them away as soon as tiiey are able to run about. 
Nor does the marriage ceremony break the hond» 
of the Woman's slavery, for she is hMe to be caHed 
upon whenever the master thinks proper, when she 
is obliged to serve him in the same manner as if she 
had remained in a single state. The union of slayes 
amoi^ each other depends entirely upon the will 
imd pleasure of their owners. 

**Aman is at liberty tQ return ^his wife to v. her 
parents at any time, and without adducing any rea- 
son fcNT lus dislike and dissatisfaction. \^en this is 
his intention, he treats his spouse with disrtepect and 
mikindness, which she soon understands the mean^ 
injg 0^, and of her own accord she goes back to hex 
friends, and tells them of what has occurred, liifise 
WbseqiieBtly repair iaabod^ to the hudtniQd's hoqae^ 



-«)d qaesticm him in a formal maimer whetlicar it is 
his desire that his wife should continue to ^ide with 
ihem. If so, the connexion is forthwith dissolred, and 
she is again considered in the light of an unmarried 
woman. The children (if any) tiie mother iff l^ jio 
jneans permitted to take along with her, Irat they are 
left behind with their father, who delivers them over 
10 the care of his other women. 
** The Kin^ of Wowow daily inquires after my 

.health, and sends me a quantity of yan^s, milk, and 
eggs, every morning. Although this old chief has 
received a present infinitely smaller than we have 
given, ^y other ruler, yet his treatment of us has 
Seen more generous than that of all of them together. 
His brother, also, and one or two other respectable 
individuals, have been equally kind* and have en- 

. deavoured, all in < their pow^r to render our stay 
among them perfectly a^eeable. They expect 
nothi^ in return for their hospitality, for we have 
nothing but a few needles to offer them, and we 
have told them so again smd again; nevertheless their 

. attention and kindness do not diminish* 

**' Tuesday, August 17M.-r-I was taken extremely 
unwell this morning with an indescribable and. very 
unpleasant sensation in the head, which made me so 
lifeless and stupid that I could scarcely keep my 

, eyes open for the remainder of the day, and obliged 
me to lie on my mat till evening, where I dozed 
away the hourd more uncomfortably than I can 
describe. It is very remarkable that hitherto in the 
evening preceding the day on which we have been 
taken ul we have ever been surprisingly brisk and 

. lively, with an unnatural flow of spirits ; and we are 
80 well aware of this that we always anticipated 
what is sure to follow, when we find ourselves in this 
merry mood, namely, an attack of illness on the 

j ensuing morning. 

^ The messenger sent by the king to procure us a 
canoe is not yet returned fircm IngntehiUigee j 

Eed 
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aAoHmr wdB d^i^tcfaed ^^ter him yesterday, anil 
this morning a third, it is said, has left the town on 
the ^same erratid ; bo at least people have informecL 
us. The object of the itrst of these men is not con- 
fined to his visiting the ferry ; but if he ccyuld not 
meet with a canoe to his satisfaction there, he has 
been desired to proceed farther down the Quorra 
until he should see one that would answer our pur- 
piose# He is also to examine and report the i^peax- 
. ance of a retfofroeks like that at Soossd, which runs 
aeroB* the river helow , Ingu&zkUUgee^* and collect 
moneys and duties owing to his master. It is there- 
fore not much to be wondered at that he is not yet 
returned to Wowow. In the evening one of our 
men arrived from my brother at Boossa; he informed 
me by letter of his convalescence, and of his inten- 
tion of returning to this city yesterday, wMch how- 
ever had been frustrated by desire of the king. The 
letter stated Hirther that thp midiki Would settle witi^ 
her brother^ the prince of Wowow, for the canoe 
which he has promised to sell us; and therefore that 
I was at Uberty to take my leave of him whenever 
I might think proper. Also in the evening I re- 
ceive an intimation from the king to remain in the 
city till his messenger, who is hourly expected, shall 
have returned from the bank&»of the Ni^r. Indeed 
it is more than unlikely, if my present mdisposition 
continue, that I shall be able to undergo the fatigues 
of a journey to Boossa, for a day or two at least ; so 
that this restraint of the king I shall scarcely feel. 
\^* Wednesday, August 18M.-^My curiosity has 
again been highly and perhaps painfully excited by 
hearing to«day that a certain man in tne town was 
knoWn to have had in hii possession i^veral books 
' which he had picked up from the Niger at the period 
of Mr. Park's dissolution. As soon as I had learned 
tbit I instantly sent to the man's hoim to McMlttl 



Ihe truth or falsehood of the niraour, but he hap* 
pened to be from home^ and it wz» not iiSi niriity 
after his return froip the bosh, that I heard, with dis^ 
a|>pointment and sorrow, that the report was indeed 
well founded, but that the books had all been re* 
cently destroyed. The man said he |iad shown 
them to the) Arabs who were in the habit of visiting 
the town, but they could not understand the li^guage 
in which they were written, and merely conjectured 
that their contents related to money matters, and 
were therefore of no kind of use whatever to any one. 
Yet notwithstanding their uselessness, the man is re- 

Eoriedi to have kept the books careflillyconcealed in 
is house til^ the arrival of Captain Clapperton at 
Wo wow, but when he found that this officer made 
no inquiries for sudi booksyhe neglected to pay any 
fturther attention to them, and they were destroyed 
shortly after; or, to use his own words, they ' drop^ 
ped or fell to pieces.' By the description which has 
been ffiven of one of the books alluded to, I am in* 
clined to believe that it must have been eitheir Mr. 
Pfl^'s journal, or a book of manuscripts of some 
sort Thus have all o«r inquiries for the recovery 
of the lost, papers of this traveller ended in disi^ 
pointment : even when we had made almost sure of 
them, and our feelings excite to their highest pitch 
on more than one occasion, we have felt all the bit- 
terness of hope suddenly extinguished. 

** A number of visiters have called to see me to- 
day ; but owing to my indisposition I have been liii^ 
able to remain in a sitting posture longer than a very 
few minutes at a time, and therefore tfa«ie visits 
have been agreeably, short 

" Tkursdm/, Ai^t I9th^-^1 have learned with 
■pme surprise to-daf , that Boossit and Wowow »e 
not considered as bemginthe empire of Borgoo, bift 
that ^y actuaUy form a separale and distinct cooo- 
try» where a different kngn^ge is wpok^sm, and difibr* 
ant miwnwi pfftmL Im pnMpd^ of 8ita»; 
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liowever, is' included by the natives in the fohnet 
country^ but owing to the long-continued and un- 
jceasing intercourse which has been maint'aihed be« 
tween it and Boossa^ S^., the original Borgoo lan- 
guage tias given place to the Boossa and Wowow 
ton^e; and the ci^stoms and amusements of the 
people likewise bear at this time so great a similarity 
to those of their neighbours as not to be distinguished 
from them. Yet a stranger can scarcely fail to re- 
mark a surprising difference between the demeanour 
of the more respectable inhabitants of Ki&ma, fmd 
the behaviour of the same class of people at Boossi 
»ad Wowow. The former are bold, haughty, fierce, 
and rai^ious; the latter are mild, humble, and se- 
date :-rthe for^ier are held in no better light by mer- 
chants and traders than a band of robbers ; whereas 
the latter are respected everywhere, and hdd in high 
reputation for honesty, integrity, and honour. Ki- 
6ma,' it is said, formerly paid a tax to the "King of 
Niki, but now it has sworn allegiance to the Fa- 
Utahs. 

*' The following is a statement of the names of 
the different states which form the extensive country 
called Borgoo. 



l.Niki 


4. Saodero 


- 7. Loogoo 


8. B«oy 


5. Kingka 


8. Pi«mU. 


8.Ki4Bia 


6. Korokoo 


- 



-■ ''These follow in the order of the importance in 
which they are held by the people. Niki pays a 
mnall tribute to the King of BOossa as tin acknow- 
ledgment of his superiority ; Wowow does the same, 
'because,' said an mtelligent man of that city,- ' in 
the beginning of the world the Almighty appointed 
his ancestor monarch of the whole of Western 
Africa.' The present King of BoossIl is, notwith- 
stsmding, too feeble to enfoice pa3rment of this 
tribute : it was originally offered voluntarily, and ft 
lHt4M«ii:ooQtiii)Q#ii iqr cmutesy to the yi m ci A Hm^ 
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IliOQgh Niki and Wowow begin to be iRdifRsrent 
about the matter. -^ . 

**The relative position of tbe five first states of 
Borgoo with respect to each other may be thus ex* 
Ijressed : the letters N, W, S, E, indicating the posi- 
tions of the four cardinal points of the compassl 

^: 

jKinfkaW.— NiU~-B.KiAma , 

a, 

Sttidero. ( 

"iVt^ is seven days' journey nearly west of 
Wowow, and the four atates surrounding it as above 
are each three days' journey from it in the direction 
in which they are placed. 

^Korokoo is sixteen days' journey west of Wowow. 

*^Loogo0 twenty days' journey south-west of 
Wowow. 

" Fundi twenty days' west of Wowow. 

** It is, however, hardly possible for a native of 
Wowow to ^ve the exact situation of a couhtry re- 
mote from his own, when it is considered that he has 
neither a compass, nor indeed 9ny instrument what- 
ever, to assist him in his observations, the sun alone 
being his guide in such cases. It is therefore likely 
enough that the individuals who furnished me with 
the preceding information might have erred, perhaps 
as much as two or tluree points of the compass ; and 
consequently it would be better, instead of east, 
west, north, &c, to read easteny^ westerly^ northr 
erfyi &c. ^ ^ 

** Niki is the largest and most powerful of the 
Borgoo states. Its capital, which is extremely pop* 
ulous, is of the same name, and though unwafied, it 
is of immense extent, and said to be of equal size to 
the city of Y^oorie. Its monarch has a thousand 
horses, which are all his private properhr, and he is, 
in other respects, wei\lthy and affluent. His soldiers, 
(W^ form a good,part of the population of ihe capi* 
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tal, are reputed to be brave, bold» and enterpriekii 
xnen; those on foot have one side of the hefS 
shaved to distinguish them from their feUbw-sitib- 
Jects. These are like the * half-heads' of the Kin^ 
of Pahomey. Niki is almost the only coimtry in 
the* west against which the FaMLtahs have not yet 
dared * to lift the spear/ 

** There is reported to be not less than seventy con- 
sideraUe and important to^s dependent on ti^e 
&tate of Niki, all of which have several smaUer 
towns and villages under their control and manage- 
ment. The chiefs of each .of these lar^e towns pre- 
sent to their sovereign, once in thetr lifetime^ a 
young and- pretty woman to be his wife, by which 
means lus sera^Uo is always kept full. Yet if the 
jgiri fail to win me affections of the king, and she be 
not liked, or if, after she becomes his mistress, any 
fault be found with her, or any personal blemish or 
defect, she is instantly dismissed, and the chief of 
the town from whom she had been received is 
obliged to supply her place by sendihg another ffi^rL 
This is an odd and singular kind of tribute, but it is 
slight, and the inhabitants^ of the 'seventy* pay no 
other. The next state in rank, extent, and im^rt- 
ance to Niki, and the n-eat rival to that country, is 
Buovy which, like the former^ has seventy towns of 
miicn consequence, that acknowledge its supremacy, 
:md pay a tax of ladies to the monarch in somewhat 
thH same inannefr as their neighbours of Niki. There 
is great plenty of horses in the state of Buo^y and 
19 Sandero ; but the states of Kingka, Loegoo, and 
Korokoo are destitute of a single animal of this de- 
scription* With the exception of Loogoo, these 
latter states are said to be excessively poor, and 
their inhabitants to live iii a pitiable state of penury 
and wretchedness ; but the people of Loogoo have 
the necessaries of life in greater abundance, and 
they are enriched by the thousands of merchants 
'vAo trade to Gonja for the goonu-nut, ^Isc., and wM 



THE .WIDOW Z17M4V SON. 7 )9& 

pasa annnaily through their countiy. Their diiel^ 
er king, is the most opulent ruler in the whole of 
Borgoo, having obtained by this means more money 
than, the monarch of Niki or Buoy ever had in hi» 
possession. Fundi was at one time a dependaney 
of Niki, but the natives have recently thrown oflf thi' 
yoke, and formed themselves into an independent, 
power; but with the acquisition of their liberty they 
soon lost the' little sense of right and wrong which 
they once had ; and having no leader for whom they 
eared, and no law which they obeyed, they threw off 
ail manner of restraint, and from robbing each other 
they tunied to plundering the property of their 
Beighbours, and waylaying every unprotected stran- 
ger or traveller that had occasion to pass through 
&eir country. The same unruly, outrageous, and 
turbulent spirit, - and desperate conduct prevail 
among the natires of Pundi to the present time ; and 
similar aets of rapacity and violence are consum- 
mated by them every day, so that their country is 
dreaded and shunned by every one acquainted with 
their character und habits. Even among their bad 
neigj^bours these people are* regarded as the worst • 
in the world ; but perhaps, the fears of strangers and 
enemies cause them to misrepresent and exaggerate- 
the<iepraved manners of the people of Pun£. 

^ This evening the king's first messenger retui^ied 
from InguazhiUigee, and has succeeded in obtaining 
a large new canoe for :0ur use, which it is understood 
will l^ sent up the river to Booss^ as soon as the queen 
shall have paid the purchase-money to h§r bi^other, 
the chief of Wowow. We had much rather bargain 
for itourselves, but the desires of the meddling midiki 
are imperious, and it would not be prudent on our 
part to balk her wishes.— Viery unwell all day. 

" Ffiday^ August 20<A*-rThe widow Zuma has left 
a son at Wowow, who is about thirty years of age,, 
and is suffered to reside, here only because he is at 
vananoe with his captious mother, aod disapproves^ 
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and condemns idl her measures. This yotmg 
has been a constant daily Visiter to me, and bring* 
me occasionally a dish -of pounded yam uid palm-r 
oil, a few ffoora-nuts, or some euch trifle. At our 
request he has busied himself surprisingly in endeay*' 
oaring to procure information respecting the papers 
of Mr. Park. Though nearly blind, Abba (for that 
is his name) is a handsome and ii^telli^rrt young' 
man, of an eauable temper, and of a mild, modestf 
and amiable- oisposition, which has rendered him a 
great favourite with us. From the' information 
with which he has supplied us, we learn thai the 
late King of (Wowow, who was father to the present 
ruler, became possessed of much of Mr. Park's 
property, among which was a great quantity oC 
guns and ammunition, particularly musket-baUs, 
wldch we have seen. Before this monarch's disso- 
lution, he left them to be divided among his sons* 
Abba ascertained yesterday that a large fat woman 
beloiiging to the kmg had a great pillow, which her 
deceased husband hsul snatched, amon^ other thinffSy 
from the Niger, near Booiss^ and with which he 
had fled to Wowow, where he continued to reside 
tilf his death. This pillow, as it is called* had per* 
haps been used for a seat, for it was covered, with 
bullock's hide, and strengthened by ribs of iron ; 
but the covering having been worn into holes with 
age and use, it was yesterday pulled to pieces by 
ite owner, who found it to be stuffed with rags 
and clpth cut into small bits. In the cenb« of the 
pillow, however, to the woman's surprise, she dis« 
covered a little bag of striped satin, and fieeliBg 
something like a book, as^ she says, within it, she 
was afraid to open it herself, but inwsentty sent 
word to Abba or the circumstance, who forthwith 
came and imparted it to me, bringing the UCtle bag 
along with him. On opening it I found a little iron 
frame, round which had been wound, with much in* 
genui^ and care,a great quantity of cotton thiMidr 
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whidh encompaiBsed it perhaps not less than tra 
tiiousand times ; and in consequence of its entsuigled 
state, it was provokingly troublesome to take off. 
Affixed to the httle iron instroment, which is said 
to be a child^s handcuff of forei^ manufacture, and 
underneath the cotton, was ah old manuscript, 
which according^ to Abba's opinion is a native charm. 
But as I mistrusted his knowledge of the Arabic 
language, and doubted his ability to give a proper 
int^retati(m of the contents of the paper, in ipy 
own judgih^nt,^ I was induced to believe, it tcT be 
neither more nor less than a chatm of some kind. 
Therefore I purchased the manuscript, because it 
might be of greater consequence than I imagined, 
aiid because the bag in which it had been enveloped 
vras 6f European satin, and the ink ^ith which it 
had been wntten Very different from that which is 
us^d by the Arabs, resembling our own so closely 
that the difference in the colour of both cannot be 
cKstingnished. We were advised by no jneans to 
intimate to the king the nature of, Abba'? inquiries, 
for the people iare Sn afraid of him, and-declare that 
if he knew of any individual that had secreted ever 
so trifling a part of Mr. Park's property, he' would 
be beheaded without mercy. 

'*I felt considerably better this morning, and 
therefore determined to remain no longer in Wo- 
wow, but to leave as soon as my horse should be 
got ready. Accordingly I went to the king to pay 
My respects and take my farewell of him before 
my departure. I expressed my acknowledgments 
for the good reception and generous hospitality my 
brother and I had experienced from him and his; 
sflbjectsj and then requested permission to take my 
leave. But the monarch was unwilling to iJart with 
me SO' easily, apd detained me in his company 
rather Ictnger than I liked, conversing on matters 
foreign to my purpose. I related to him, at his 
own request, an 'accoani of the power, the riches^ 

Vol. I.— Ff 
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and the gloiy of l^iiglaiid, «md kept him i^, an 
ecstasy and jsilent wonaerment for some time. ^ Is 
aU this true f said the old ms^ to Pascoe, who was 
at my. aide, — "It is true," answered Pascoe, "fo^* I 
have Se^n it,^ — "^ Wonderful people !" said the king. 
We^then chatted for a long time about other things. 
The canoe, he observed, ^ich he had procured for 
us was an excellent one ; he much admired the ap- 
pearance of the horse ^he had often seen me ri(te, 
and said, that as that animal Qould be of no service 
to us on the water, he had no objection to exchange 
his excellent, canoe for him ; and if one should be 
of greater value than the other» he would cheer- 
fully give the difference, in cowries, provided we 
would consent to the same measure if the horse 
was of less value. ' All this I told > him was un- 
doubtedly very fair, but as the midiki herself had 
agreed to take all4he trouble of making the bar- 
gain^ it was useless on qur parts to enter into any 
arrangements with him ; indeed he was candid enough 
to teU me. so, yet he wished to beguUe the time 
away as well as he could, and4ie continued the con- 
versation for no other purpose; whereas I was 
weary of it, and impatient to be gone, for the suq 
was already high^ and the day promised to be op- 
pressively hot.^ ' '■>-''- 

" Before I was suffered to leave him, howiever, 
he endeavoured with energy to impress upon my 
mind the high sepse he entertained of Europeans, 
who were so widely different, he said, from^ the 
Arabs; so much kinder, so much better, so rnuch 
superior in every way, He- loved white men of the 
west, because good fortune was always sure to at- 
tend their footsteps wherever they went ;,^ lands 
which they had visited had been blessed in them; 
and he hkd no doubt that after our departure Wowow 
would be similarly favoured. He would ^pray to 
God, therefore, to prosper us in our undertakings 
and he felt assured that- we sjipuld reaoh our na^ve 
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country, aoid he should 9ee us at Wowow again 
before he died. Thm thanking the old 'king again 
for the various ^kindnesses he had shown ts, and 
likewise for his good wishes, which I rettimed four- 
fold, we shook hands heartily, and having taken niy 
farewell, I rode out of the city. 

''The journey was long and irksome, and the^ 
weather proved, as we had prognosticated, inex- 
pressibly warm ; but at three o'clock in the after- 
noon we entered and halted for awhile under a 
tree at a rural little village imbosomed ii^ mag- 
nificent trees, which is . peopled with en^igrarits 
^m Nouffie, and as' I was exhausted by fati^e, 
and too unwell to travel farther, we agreed to tarry 
liere for the night. The poor harmless villagers, 
loying quiet and tranquillity rather than noi^e and 
<listurbance, fled some few years ago from* the per- 
secutions and exactions of the magia, and ff qm all 
the horrors of a civil war, which was ravaging their 
country like a consuming fire, and desolating all th^ 
most beautiful of her provinces, and sought refuge 
in this peaceftd village, which liesi in one of the 
most sequestered valleys in the world. They have 
now sons and daughters, who seem to enjoy with 
theoL the delights of privacy and retirement which 
they had been so -solicitous to obtain; for here 
these simple blessings are in their fullest perfection. 
They seldom see- the face of a stranger, because 
their h^let is situated at a good distance from the 
TOad-side, and because the way to it from thence is 
dark, difficult, and lonely ; nevertheless a traveller 
sometimes strays to their dwellings, and when that 
is the case they reqeive him with, hospitality, and 
endeavour to make him comfortable by kindness. 
A river flows near the village, which is said to be 
fbll of fish, and this is a sourcf^ of emplo3rment to 
•ome of its inhabitants, and a' advantage to all. 
The men are not onl^r skilful fishermen, hut they 
understand hnfltondry a&well as their peighbours; 
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they oultiTate large quantities of grain, and grow 
' beans, indigo, and yams in abundance. They like- 
vrise ke<^p poultry, and/haYe flocks >f she^ and 
goats ; so that though their dress be poor and mean, 
yet they are rich as regards the necessaries of life, 
and haye the means of enjoying a few of what are 
considered in this country as its luxuries. 

/'In the erening, when the sun was gbing down, 
and when the bifds,^ recovering from the .sultry heat 
of the day, had begun' to warble in the coolness oi 
evening, the elders of the village assembled under 
the spreading branches of a noble tree to spend an 
hour or two in familiar chat, iQ pursuance of their 
common practice. To promote their cheerfulness 
and assist their conversation, large calabashes of 
strong home-brewed beer were placed by the side 
of them* Having swallowed ,two or three large 
draughts, the old men drew close to each otiier,and 
the veheraU^ chronieler of the hamlet, in an under 
tone, started a conversi^tion respecting their guest, 
the fearful white man of the west ; and various and 
horrible were l^e conjectures of each on the caUnir 
balisnpi of his c^untrymeu ; their m3rsteriotts super- 
oatiiral powtsrs, and their partiality for the blood of 
black me^ in particular. Their conversation became 
more serious as the b^er began to opesrate on the 
old men, and as the dusk of evening came on they 
drew still closer together; their legs, which ha4 
before been stretched out carelessly «[nd comfortably 
at fijdl length on the ground, were now g^athered up 
under them ; and every now and then they ventured 
to. look back over their shoulders to steal a glance at 
me, for I was not far off, but this only seemed to 
inspire them with greater fear .than before.- The 
younger natives wer6 about this time returning to 
the village from their usual occupations by the river- 
sid^ and in the fields, and they stopped to join the 
company of the 0I4 men. The latter were almost 
naked, and the 3Foung men and girls were pQr£»cUy 
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S6, as well as th6 children of both sexes which 
had been attracted tp the party, and stood Uatening 
to the tales of horror which were related. One of 
our men had been sitting all the while with them, 
partaking of their beer, and had been siknt till he 
conceived it almost time to retire, when lie endeav- 
oured to undeceive them in regard to their opinion 
of the unnatural propensities of white men, knd to 
overthrow an the visions of bloody adventures 
which they had imbibed in their infancy, and cher- 
ished in their old- age, and which had this evening 
been strengthened almost to realities by my pres- 
ence, assisted by the effects of the beer they had 
drunk. * But their love for the marvellous could not 
80 easily be eradicated from their minds, ahd they 
turned a deaf ear to his remarks. The children 
shunned my hut as if it contained a serpent or a 
scorpion, and one or two of them that met me by 
accident, started, then looked anxiously/ eagerly, 
and entreatingly at me for a moment, as if overcome 
by tensor, and then shrieked aloud and ran away* 

"The elderly men of the village perform Domiam- 
ner of work, but reserve it for thfeir children and 
grandchildren, who labour for -them without reluc- 
tance. The former lounge away, their existence 
chiefly under the large tree abovementiooed, where 
they Maybe seen at aU hours of a fin^ day, sitting 
in a group, the very picture of idolence, ease, peace, 
and comfort, and where they chat awa^ the hours as 
thoughtlessly as if they were to live in this world 
for ever. They have no troubles, no diffictlties, and 
no cares to interrupt their enjoyment \Vith.what 
^mkquillity and happiness does their life pass ^w^ ! 
How smoothly and serenely 4o they go down to nni 
grave! ' 

** Saturday^ August 2Uf.— -We breakfasted eariy 
tins morning on a cold fowl and yam; which was last 
night sent' me by a blacksmith ; t>ut we found it irii- 
pmiUe to teaire tbe^rilb^ as «arly a^ eonld have 
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been wished, owing to a heairy shower wkich wdi 
falling. As soon as th§ rain had ceased we set out 
on our journey. Four men sent by the Kin^r of 
W0WOW9 and three other individuals, among whom 
was his brother, dccompsMiied us to Boossik. foir eye* 
water, which they had induced us to promise them 
by their importunities and solicitations. Another 
maA was in our train, who was the bearer of a pres* 
ent ^om the King of Wo wow to his sister, the 
Queen of jBoossL This present consisted of seven 
or eight yamsi which are just the value of double the 
numl^r of kicbiey potatoes in England ! Thus at* 
tended we journeyed to the river-side, which is only 
a short distance from the village; A large quantity 
of fish }iad just been enclosed, which was anaouncea 
by loud drumming from the fishermen, a^a signal to 
their companions at the hamlet to come and assist in 
securing them» The river ha4>pened to be rather 
shallow, but it was interspersed with dark projecting 
rocks, that would render it impossible for any one to 
proceed even in a canoe either up or down the 
stream vvet we crossed it with little oir nodiffieulty* 
<( We found the road to be overgrown with rank 
g^r^LSS and luxuriant vegetation, apd so intricate, th^ 
we were obliged to travel very slowly,^ and my horse 
stumbled and fell with me repeatedly. . In crossing 
the next river, wh^re there is a ferry, for the first 
time since we h^ve been in Africa we saw a inothmr 
beating her child, v^ry unmercifully* The woman 
was wild with passion, but wie syoceeded in recon« 
ciling her to the object of her cruelty. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock we came in sight of the 
walls of Booss^ ; it was riiining, and one ofxMor men^ 
who hadbeensentbytny brother for that purpose, met 
us on the road with a change of apparel for myself* 
I was irejoiced to find* my broUier perfectly refsovered 
nom his indisposition, and we felt as much pleasure 
ia the meeting as friends^ that had kiig pajrM. OH 
My- entn u ee he wee tasiif eogafed iittwiiif wuf^ 
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rations for our Toy^ge/down the Niger. The King 
of Boossi's messenger is expected &te in a day oic 
two, when we hope and expect that every thing will 
be settled to our saiisfactioo.** 
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CatslMenah and Zaria-^Bfeasorea of the King of BooaaA for the Ai- 
tare aafety of the TraTellera— Artiflees for obtaining Prea^ta fhm 
them-^Preparationa fbr celebrating the Mohammedan FeatiTal— ^he 
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jiChisArriTal— Opinion of Us geiim C(mduci t<lwarda tha Tncrallen. 

Monday, August 23^.— It was the earnest and oft- 
repeated desire of the chief of Wowow, while wo 
resided in his towny that we should return from 
Booss^ and spend the approaching holyday with nimi 
to which we thought proper to accede ; indeed t]ie 
old man had behaved so well to us that we did -not 
like to make him an noffrateful return. But his sis* 
ter, the midiki, is already Jealous qi her brother, be- 
cause, perhaps, we have given him so good a charac- 
ter, and 'she says that she is appnrehensive he may 
procure from us more than she is. willing that he 
should have ; and so she Jias not .only set her hus- 
band's mind stffaiiist the measure, but die has slan* 
dered and defimed the character of her brotfamr to 
08 most shamefully,^ 

This is positively the worst trait in the character 
^ tha (jueea* for in other respects she is an amiaUo» 

igood kind of w<iiwm finwgil' fomopB^vSiapdffOf 
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rather iriore' polished' countries, among the rettso2)<- 
able part of mankind, a mutual interchsSige of benev-* 
olent intentions produces a reciprocity of kind feeli 
ingf and we would hope that the present pf yaiAs 
from her brother would excite the midiki's more 
generous and affectionate ^ntiments for him. Yet 
this despicable vice of slander is ilniversal in Africa ; 
the people all speak ill of each other, from the mon- 
arch to the slave.. We shall npwbe compelled to 
remain in Boo^^' till the period arrives for our final 
departure from the country. . 

Tliis afternoon the expected messenger arrived 
firom ^owow,. with full power to treat with the 
lOidiki for the purchase of pur canoe;, and though 
we are the parlies most concerned in this business^ 
we are allowed to say nothing at all about it. We 
have just learned that ithti bargain h^ be^i ecm- 
cluded r we are to give both our horses for the 
canoe; and if the King of Wo wow should fancy the 
animals to be more than equivalent to th^ value of 
the boat, he ha^ promised to send us the balance, in 
In'oney (cowrieis). This is infinitely better than we 
could have done ourselves ; we should not have con- 
trived matters half so well, for the youngest of the 
horses we had previously made a present of to the 
king of 'Bo6ssli,.but ihost likely, pwing to Pascpe's 
misrepresentation, or misinterpretation, the monarch 
was not made sensible of the circumstance. The 
canoe will be sent here in a day or two, when we 
shall begin to prepare her for the water without de- 
lay. Our men have made ^n attempt to drive the 
bullock which was given ud by the King of W6wow 
from that city to Booss^ no less than four different 
times, but each time the ungovernable and ^forions 
animal has broken itb ropes, gored the people, and 
returned to Wo wow. As we have no means of pre- 
iierving its flesh, ishould we slaugfhter the boUoek be- 
fore we leave, We Intend to sell it herdi if by any 
means it cato belnr^ght into the Uhnu - 
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Tu^sdaVf Augnit 24t?u — ^Accoimts have reached 
Booflsjt of the total discomfiture of the Faldtahs ia 
the kingdoiq of Catsheenah, where, it i$ said, there 
has lately been much fighting t and that eve^ Fa]4^ 
tah has been expelled from the city of Catsheenah, 
which had been occupied by that singular people 
ever since the first successes of their prophet and 
general Danfodio. Doncass^ who is Uie true and 
legitimate King of Hiuss^^ has been solicited to 
quit J(f(^a£/»«,.wherein he hs^ resided for many years, 
and invited to return to his ancient capitaL 

The reverses of the Faldtahs have not ended here, 
fbr the people of the little, but fertile kingdom of 
Zaria, of whidh Zegzeg is the capital, have. also, 
vnth the assistance of the Bomouese, risen against 
their conquerors, defeated them in two or three en- 
gagements, driven out the Faldtahs, and retumedto 
the allegiance of their own native prince, who was 
formerly, and will be ag^n, tributaiy to the sheikh 
of Bomou. Zaria is not in Haussa, but adjoins that 
country ; the natives also have a. difier^nt language 
from the people of Hiussa. It' appears that the 'faith 
and confidence which the Faldtahs had in the pro- 
phetic. misQioh of Danfodio, and which inffisea in 
them a degree of boldness, courage, and impetuosity, 
which is not. natural to their dispositions, has not 
been extended to Bello, his son and, successor, an^ 
to this is attributed the serious reverses and defeats 
which they have lately experienced; for though they, 
considered themselves invincible, they are constitu- 
tionadly as spiritless and cowardly in war, and as In- 
dolent in peace, as the original inhabitant^. 

The sheUchof Bomou has recently i^ued a pro- 
clamation, that no slave» from the interior countries 
^ure to be sent for sale farther west than Wowow, so 
that npne will be sent in fiiture from thence to the 
sea-side. The greatest and most profitaUe market 
for Maves is said to be at TimbuQtoo, whither their 
owners at pretont transport them to scull to the ArtAi«» 
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wHo take them over the deserts Of Zahara and liiby a, 
to resell in the Barbary states. An Arab has in- 
fortned us tiiatraany of hiscduntrymen trade as £ar 
as Turkey in Europe with their slaves, where they 
dispose of them for two hundred and fifty dollars 
each. . ^ , . . 

Wednesday ^ Aiigust SSlfA^ — ^We despatched one of 
our men, named Ibrahim, this morninfi^, to. Coulfd^ 
with our ass, and a quantity of needles to sell. 
With him the- king has sent a mes^eng^er, who has 
been commission»l tQ visit all the tow^s and vil- 
lages on' the Nouffie side of the Quorr^a!,^ far as the 
F^dtah town of Rabbaj and to request their chiefs 
and governors, in the name pf the King of Booss^ 
to suffer us to pass down the river without inquiry 
or molestation. 
. Rabba is reported to be four .days' journey frbm 
hence by water, and seven by land^ It is said to be 
a iQne handsome tpwn, whose inhabitants are rich, 
numerouSi and powerlhl, and that it is embellished 
all round with a vast (juantity of graceful palm-trees. 
Indeed, all the palm-oil which is used in this country 
is brought from thence ; and European salt is bsought 
frbm towns a, little farther down the Niger, so that 
Rabba cannot be a great way from the sea. The 
old .Prince of Wo wow intenos following tjie exam- 
ple of the Idnff of th|s place^ by despatching a mes- 
nen^ir as far down the Yarriba- side of the river as 
he 18 acquainted with. Should any of the chiefs 
be averse to our travelling by water through theur 
territorips, they may have it.in their pbwer to annoy 
us and impede, our progress, but jf the measure 
should please them, t)iey will be able to render us 
the most essential service. The Falatahs. will be 
the most diMcult people to deal with ; they never 
approve of a foreigner or stranger of consequence 
coming into tl^eir dominion^, unless he consent to 
visit t&ir monarch at Soccatoo. We intended pass- 
ing Rs^a.by night, aod so avoid meeting with vsf 
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of itp inKabitaots ; bnt now, as they wffl reeerve. in- 
telligence of the exact p^rioci of our departure from 
BoossiL, and our consequent approaclvto their town, 
it is useless to think Of shunning them. We never 
dreamed of requesting>such a thing from the! king ; 
in fact, it met with our decided disapprobation; Imt 
he woi^d not listen to our objections, and observed 
that no exertion should be spared on his part ta en*' 
sure our safety aoid promote our intentions, which 
he could not promise before he had officially ac« 
qaainte<) the different chiefs on the banks of th^ 
rivor that the white men were under his protection, 
and had setx)ut under his ausjHces, and therefore he 
hoped and believed that our persons would .be re* 
spected, and our property and people held sacred by 
them all. The messenger is not expected to return 
for a fortnight, for the joilmey is lonff and disaj^e- 
able ; but whether we shall be obliged to wait till he 
comes back we have not yet ascertained. ' 

Friday f August ^^A.-r-This forenoon we sent Pas* 
coe*s wife to the king for the favour of a ' little un* 
adulterated salt, because there is such a great quan-^ 
tity of ashes and other spurious ingredients mixed 
up with that which is publicly sold in the market,' 
that we could never eat it with pleasil^re. Both king^ 
and queen embraced the opportunity of admiring the 
shape and beauty of the salt-box, and spoke in rap- 
turous terms of the lustre of its appearance, and the 
inirenuity of its contrivance. " Alia, how Wonder- 
ful V? said they ; "** even the most trifling articles be- 
longing to the white men are fit for the use of the 
mightier kings; Alas ! Alia has given them all the 
glory and riches of the world, and its knowledge, 
and left none whatever for black men !" • 

The king was affected ! he thrust the vessel mto 
the porket of his tobe, smoothed it down with his 
hano, looked melancholy, and said, •* How nicely it 
fits! tv^at a beautiful thing! how convenient it 
would be in travelling.*' He then took it out a^Oy 
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turned it round and round, opened s^ tint it re^ 
peatedly, and ti^en bestowing^ on it a lafit'commenda- 
tij6n, as ontrageonsly as any of the former, it was 
returned to us filled with genuine salt. Who could 
not understand the meaning of all this ? Now this 
handsome salt-ceUai* is of latten, and was formerly 
a common round tinder-box; and because we had 
nothing better for the purpose, we deprived it of the 
candlestick on its cover a short titne ago, and con- 
verted it to its present use^ The tin, moreover^ h^ 
been burnt off from many parts of it, and Pascoe*s 
wife not being an admirer of cleanliness, it has. lost 
n^uch of its original brightness. The king^s enco- 
miums were therefore nothing more than an indi- 
rect and ingenious solicitation of the ai^iide for iiis 
own use^ which was further apparent by desiring the 
woman tp relate to us no part of the conversation 
Uiat had paired between them, or, in other words, 
that she shptdd tell us eVeiy syllable. We could not 
help admiring the delicacy of ihe iingi and sent 
back tii^ tinder-box to him immediately. The 
bearer was rewa^ed handsomely for; her trouble, 
and we received as many thanks as when he ad- 
oepted the silver medal and chain which we had 
offered him. 

It4s by such means as this that, the chiefs and 
rulers of this country, sishamed of making a direct 
api^cation for any thmg ^n our possession to wMch 
they may have taken a fancy, eiideavotu to obtain 
it. . If, however, the hint does not succeed in makiiig 
a visible impression, less delioate measures are 
presently resorted to; and, when ^very other. expe- 
dient fails, they cast aside the reserve and bashfhl- 
' ness which had 'influenced them at first, and express 
l^eir meaning in language which cannot be misunder- 
stood; In this respect the ohiefe and governors are 
aU siUke from Bad^igry to the metropolis of Yioorie. 

Tuesday^ August iln.t-~A messenger with a canoe 
anrived to^lay iiom tke King of Wowow, but it is 
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M vtry small that it is 'wholly iiiadeqpate for our 
tmrpose. This is a most provoking^ circcimstfliic^ 
because a larger canoe must be procured, and this 
"wiU occ^ion much loss of time, ^tween the chief 
of Wowow and his sister, the midiki, we have been 
completely taken in. Boats of a considerable size 
are kept, it is said, at a small town on the banks of 
the Niger, called Lever, and thither we have resolved 
to proceed as soon as the fioossa messienger shall 
have returned from Rabba, and get a canoe prepared 
with as much expedition as possible. The horses 

given in exchange to the prince of Wowow are large, 
andsome, and superior animals, worth in England 
at leaist sixty pounds, and their value here is little 
less; vet tms canoe which has been sent us is 
scarcely worth as many pence. There is ii^nitely 
more difficulty, and greater bustle and discussion, in 
simply purchasing a canoe here, than there would be 
in Europe in drawing up a treaty of peace, or in de- 
termining the boundaries of an empire ; such vast 
importance do the people attach to the most trilling 
matters in the wond. 

A man also arrived in this city to-day from a town 
near Jenna, in YarHba, whither the king had sent 
him some time since. He reports that a vessel has 
lately arrived at Badtory, and by the man*s account 
she » in all probabiBty a slaver, either from the 
Havana or from the Brazils. 

This is the eve of the much-tsOked-of Mohammedan 
festival, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
towns and villages, resolving to e^joy themselves in 
the holydays, are already resorting here in great 
numbers. The disposition of every one ai^ars to 
be softened into good-nature by the bare anticipation 
of the festival, and'joy be^ms from Uieir counte- 
nances. The very dogs, which at other times re- 
ceive unkind treatment, and are always badly used, 
now run about wagging their tails with an air of 
cheerfolness and courage which they astome oatf 
YciL. L— G g 
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Oft such important occaakms as these, for tliey aie 
days of grace and respite to them, poor brutes. Men 
aiid women, elated with the thoughts of the pleasure 
which awaits them to-morrow, are enjoying them- 
selves in .singing and dancing, and ^e seen talking 
and laughing in every corner; while the younger 
children, qmte naked, are as frolicsome as their 
gnuKb(nothers, and are either rolling on the gromid 
or skipping along the turf like " little playiid fawns**^ 
On this extraordinary and momentous occasion a 
bullock nearly half-grown has been, slaughtered by 
the midiki, to supply the wants of the good people 
of Booss^ and those of a great influx of strangers 
and visiters, so fhat every one who can afford it may 
buy and eat. There has been also in the market a 
more thxai usual quantity of com and rice ; indeed 
nothing is wanting to please ;the taste. and satisfy 
the appetite of all, and to render the festivities and 
rejoicings complete. 

A circnmstance, however, occurred this morning 
which threw a damp and chill on the spirits of the 
king, and threatened to turn a day of gayety and en- 
joyment into one of mourning and sorrow. It ap- 
pears that a few weeks since, our quondam host, the 
drummer, was guilty of criminal conversation with 
the wife of the king's eldest .son, who is governor 
of a town a few miles from Booss^ and since the 
afl^r happened, he has not visited the city till to- 
day* Nothing would either Jiave been said or done 
to the drummer by way of censure or punishment, 
if he had not, like rakes of whiter faces^ boasted of 
his gallantry,) and spoken in disrespectM terms of 
his paramour. When this had reached the ears 
of the elderly females of the town, in order to vin- 
dicate the hoiiour of their sex and, chastise the c»> 
lummator, they arose in a body, waylaid the unfor- 
tunate musician, and applied their hands and £sts so 
▼igorbusly to his face and person, tha^ he will re- 
niember the drubbing as long as he fives. On tiia 
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armal of the prmce to-day, be sought the dniiiii»«r 
to slay him, for he felt his character injured and his 
honour tarnished ; and therefore commanded his at- 
tendants to lay violent hands upon him the moment 
they could ftid him. Now the drummer had re- 
corered from the effects of the women's punishment, 
and was' exercising his profession outside the kingf's 
house, totally absorbed in the inspuing music of his 
instrument, when, by the sudden appearance of the 
prince before him, he started as though he had been 
in the folds of a serpent. He was self-convicted, 
-and trembled with fear; he knew and felt that no 
time was to be lost, so uttering a faint cry, he sprang 
from the spot, fled from the presence of liis enemy, 
drum and aU, and ran With astonishing celerity to- 
wards a cornfield, where he endeavoured to elude 
the vigilance of his pursuers. But his instrum^, 
was larflne aOd clumsy, and becoming entangled in the 
•comstalks, he was confused and perplexed, and lost 
much time in casting it from him. Meantime he 
was chased by the prince's servants, who were all 
armed with large heavy bludgeons, and by them he 
was soon overtaken. 'These applied their weapons 
with such sood heart, and so effectually, on the per- 
son of the licentious, sinful drummer, that his head 
was broken, his countenance disfigured, his hands 
and arms rendered powerless, and the other parts 
of his body almost pommeled to a mummy. When 
they were tired of tneir task, the men desisted from 
further punishment ; knd the drummer, covered with 
blood, by the assistance of people that were passing 
near at the time, di-agged his umbs after him to the 
king's house. Here he made a long and grievous 
complaint to his master, who compassionated the 
musician, and was so infuriated against his son, that 
he commanded his servants to behead him instantly. 
The monarch, however, was restrained from repeal 
ing this sanguinary mandate l:y the supplicalioiis of 
Ids principaf pe<^, who had sided with the prince. 
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attiiiowatfomptedtojuttifyhkc<»)^t,uid|tog8tW 
with every woman in the place, more especially his 

own wife, declared that the drummer ricl4y deserved 
the chastisement which He had received. The 
wounded man refu^^d at first to be comforted, but 
he was at length appeased by the condolence and 
encouraging words of the king, who has. made him 
a present <^ a handsome tobe; and thus the affair 
was compromised, and joy again reigned in Boossd* 
Wednesday t September Ist. — Dajr was drawing to a 
close, aqd evei^g fast approaching, when the king 
came out of his residence to show himsedC to his 
people. , He was attended by a number of his head- 
men, with whom he perambulated the town ;, and 
afterward proceeded outside the gates to offer up a 
■h^rt prayer with them^to the gods of his religion* 
for he is 6till'>a pagan, as all his fathers were, though 
he employs Mohammedan priests to pray for his wel- 
fare, and intercede with their prophet in his behalf^ 
a|nreeably to their form of worship. Several mu- 
sicians were in attendance with drums, fifes, and 
lon|^ Arab trumpeted of brass ; these men preceded 
their sovereign, and ^ayed lustily on their instru- 
ments all the while he was returning to his house. 
He shortly came out again, and rode slowly up the 
race-course, attended by people of both sexes most 
uncouthly dressed, singing a^d dancing before him, 
and followed by a party of well-dressed men mounted 
on mettlesome horses, and equipped as if for war. 
On our saluting him, the monarch stopped and sent 
us a goora^nut, whidi, on such an occasion as this, 
is considered as a mark of great condescension, and 
a sign of peculiar favour; and he staid oppo^te ut 
at least ten minutes, to give us a fai^ opportunity of 
admiring his grandeur, and diverting oureelves by- 
thefroticsome gambols of his atten<&nts. Smiling 
at our wonderment, and gratified vnth the respeet 
WFe paid him by discharging our pistols close to htf 
person, he nodded and passed on. The king was 
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BBOimted on a fine handsome gray horse, sumptnously 
caparisoned ; while he himself is a noble and coni^ 
manding figure on horseback, and was dressed ex 
tremely well, in a red cap and large . turban of the 
same colour, a silk damask tobe of green 9iid crim- 
son made full and flowing, red cloth trousers, and 
Arab boots. Groups of well-dressed individuals 
were seated under every tree, with spears, quivers 
of arrows, long bows, and omeunented cows^ tails. 
These latter were flourished sJ}out as the- people 
sang; their owners threw them high into the air, 
and danced at the same time in the most extraor- 
dyiary manner, and flung their limbs^ about as though 
they had been actuated by a 8a]>ematural power. 
Every one was exhilarated and in motion,— ^th 
horseman and footman, woman and child. The 
musicians also, not satisfied by mak;ing the whole 
of Boossk echo with the most grating and outrageous 
sounds conceivable, both 6ung, or rather screamed 
and danced, twisting their mouths, with their exer- 
tions, into all manner of wry and comical shapes. 
The spectacle altogetlier was odd and grotesque be- 
yond description, and such a one could never enter 
mto the dreams or waking visions of a European. 
Guns were fired by the king's followers, and other 
obstreperous and astoundui^ noise's were made by 
the people. Never did we see the kin^ ina happier 
mood ; his satisfaction seemed to be quite complete. 
He smiled graciously on all around him ; and be- 
stowed many an arch and significant look upon us, 
as if he would hare said, '* Can your sovereign boast 
so splendid a retinue as mine, or display so much 
rei^ splendour T 

The ceremony was long: smd fatiguing ; and though* 
the king was screened from the sun's rays by tw« 
large ponderous umbrellas, and though two men 
were standing by, constantly fanning him, yet per- 
4q)iration stood in large drops upon his forehead, and 
M appeared neariy exhausted. After our cuho8ity> 
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hid tieen amply gratified, the king rode awajr, pra^ 
ceded .by his singing and dancing women, his mu- 
sicians, his bowmen, and his spearmen, with all their 
noise and clamour, and instantly began to ms^e 
preparations for a horse-race. The course was 
short, rough, and uneven, and the competition be- 
tween the riders by no means animated. . Indeed, the 
race was of short duration, and very inferior to t|ie 
horse-racinff of either Kidma or Wowpw. The king 
is a graceftu rider, and displayed his horsemanship 
to much advantage by galloping up and down the 
course ; and, owing to lus advantageous stature, his 
appearance was very becomin|;. The sun was th^ 
setting, and as soon as he had^ise^peared the amuse- 
ments ceased. . The people, bo^ strangers and in- 
habitants, were then collected together before the 
king's house, for the purpose of hearing an oration 
from their monarch ; for, in pursuance of an ancient 
and established practice, the Kuig of Boossa anmi* 
ally harangues his people on the celebraticm of this 
(estivaL The sovereign is at least a head taller thaa 
any of his subjects, so that he was a remarkable and 
ooQ^icuotts object to every one of his audience* 
If such a comparison may be ventured on, the com- 
mencement of his speech was in its nature not hq- 
Hke that delivered on the opening of parliament by 
his majesty of Elngliand. 'The King of Boosa began 
by assuiing his people of the inter^ tranquilhty of 
the empire, and of the friendly disposition of foreign 
powers towards him. He then exhorted his hearers 
to attend to the cultivation of the soil, to work dili- 
gently, and live temperately ; and concluded with an 
injunctioh for them all to be abstemious in the use 
of beer. He declared that too much indulgence in 
it was the source of much evil and wretchedness, 
and the cause of most of the quarreb and disturb* 
aoces that had taken place in the city. ^Go; retivs 
to rest soberly and dieerfully,^ saia the kiog, *^aiMl 
do ts I hfty# r^i^Mttited you* when youwiUbt sass» 
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KBOfle to ypur neighbonrs, and win the good opinkm 
muf applause of mankind." The king's Speech lasted 
for three-quarters of an hour. He spoke vehemently 
and with much eloquence ; his language was fprc^ 
and impressive, and his action appropriate and com- 
mandii^; and he dismissed the assembly with a 
graceful and nob)e air. Instead of a sceptre the 
monarch flourished the tuft of a lion's tail. 

While the kii^ was haranguing his subjects, and 
while all of them were listening with respect and 
attention to the precepts of morality and virtue 
ivhich he recommended, two of our own men^ one 
of whom was intoxicated, were fighting and blus- 
tering, «and making a great uproar among the peof^: 
my brothe.r endeavouk-ed to separate them, but aU 
his efforts were unavailing and abortive, and he only 
received severe blows on tne breast for his pains. 
The %ht was observed by the king, who seemed 
distressed and angry, and rode up to the men three 
different times, and commanded them to forbear and 
be quiet, but his interfer^ce was regarded with no 
more respect than my brother's. My broker and I, 
perceiving that the principal of the fellows woul^ 
not be pacified by any other means, save diretelioiis 
that he might immediately be secured. But Uie peo* 
pie of BoossA. are gentle and compassionate in their 
disposition, and they not only regretted that the man 
was to receive punishment, but were aetuall|r afraid 
to come near him, for he was wild as a mipuac^ jEoid 
our own men were obliged to lay hold of him, mid 
attempted to bmd him with ropes. This was no 
easy matter, for he struggled hard ¥rith them ; bat 
after an hour's desperate resistance, they succeeded 
in securing him, and he was subsequently confined 
in irons for the night, much again&tt the wishes ol 
the kiqg and his people. This individual, whose 
aame I forbear to mention, is a mulatto, mid va» 
bom m the British colony of Nova Scotia, fh)m 
whesHM he m^s lemored in his childhood, witii his 
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{yarents, to Sierra Leone. While yet a boy, he was 
sent to aea ; and before he had attained to maturity 
he had filled the different characters of a slave, a 
seaman, a pirate, and the master of a yessel. He 
afterward volunteered into the British navy, and be- 
came a man-of-war's man; but fpr a i^erious misde- 
meanour, he was flogged through the fleet in the 
Miediterranean, and deserted in consequence. We 
found him at Bad^igry, where he had suflbred a fort- 
night's imprisonment, by order of Adooley, for theft. 
Vnien we first saw him, he told us a long and piti* 
ful stoiy, of Ms having been born a British subject, 
but falling sick on board of, a merchatit vessel, 
which was trading on the coast, he was set on shore 
about five years ago by order of his captain, and 
from that timte up to the period of his joining our 
party at Baddgry, he had been a slave to Adooley, 
for the captain had left him to his fate. As we knew 
the man would be extremely useful in a canoe, ta 
the management of which he has been accustomed 
Arom his infancy, and that he also ui^derst^ the 
cleaning and repairing of guns, besides other useful 
matters, and as we likewise believed his artful tale, 
we obtained the consent of the Bsid^igrian chiel^ 
whoi^ slave he was, to part with him, provided we 
would pledge ourselves to bring him back with us in 
safety. In Yarriba we could by no means complain 
of his general conduct; he was always willing to do 
every thing we required of him, and was by hi the 
most diligent and useful man of the party. At 
Bdossk' and at Yfcoorie, however, his evil propensi- 
ties and bad conduct began to display themselves : 
he became idle, drunken, and careiessj and purtoined 
several little articles, which, intrinsicidly, were of 
no value ; but in the reduced $tate of bur finances, 
they were of great consequence to us. Besides 
whichj he is one of the most abandoned creatures 
fti the world; and it was a common practice wiUi 
Um to absent himself from our party several dUfH 
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togetteiTy so that we saw nothing of faim, and when 
he returned, was accompanied by complaints from 
the native women. This man's conduet has given 
us both much uneasiness, anxiety, and apprehension ; 
we scarcely know what to do with mm, he is so 

gro^gate and vicious i we thought of sending him 
ack to Yarriba by^ a party of men who will leave 
hence ibr Keeshee m a day qr two, but they dread 
the thoughts ot his company, and refiise to take him 
along with them for any consideration. He has 
airetuly threatened the hve^ of more than one of 
our men, and they begin to tremble with apprehen« 
mou for their personal safety. In his sober moments 
he is quiet, orderiy, and good-natured ; and it is only 
whennis furious passions are excited by drinking 
that hebeeomes altogether ungovernable, and displays 
all his fiend-like dispNOsition, to the danger of our 
lives. We are likewise apprehensive tibot the na^ 
tives of the country will entertain but a desiMcable 
opinion of us, when they reflect upon the outrajj^eous 
conduct of this man, for his featjares are cast m the 
European mould ; he dresses in the English costume, 
like ourselves; he spes^ our language with readip 
ness, and writes it with facility. 

Th^idaVf September 2(2.-^Yesterday was consid- 
ered as a day of amusement and recreatiott for men 
on horseback only ; but this has been devoted ahnost 
exclusively to dancing and singing, and other trifling 
diversions, which are more generally relished by 
people of all ranks, and of both sexes.' At an eai^ 
hour in the morning, the people of the city, wiui 
musicians in their train, assembled in large groups, 
and continued paradii^the streets all day, ana sing- 
ing and dancing were kept up without inteimission 
till four o'clock in the afternoon. Notiiing could 
surpass the hilarity and general gc>od-humour which 
prevailed among the people during the day. The 
features of every one were animated with'Jcnr. 
Thein was no ordinary mirths for being mtmmy 
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0f a waim-liearted, sanguine disposition,^ ^ey en* 
tered into the sports of the day with a fervency 
which displayed itself in all manner of extraordinary 
tridiKS, gestures, and movements. This was a holy- 
day for all, from the king to the meanest of his suo- 
jects. The old seemed to have fbrgotten their weight 
of years, the young knew no restraint, and those 
who before had talked Of love in secret, now openly 
exchanged with each other 

**Qiiiiw and cranks, end wanton ndlM, 
Nou and beeka, and wreathed sailea.' 

k short relaxation from this tumultuous pastime 
was now obtained by some in making preparations 
for Joining the king's party, which was fast collect* 
ing at his house. Such diversions as theirs, so 
highly exciting arid gratifying, are nevertheless 
wearisome to the strongest frame, and in this sultry 
climate must be particularly so to them. When 
they had all assembled, they presented a singulaiiy 
ffrotesque and ' striking appearance. A cluster of 
between sixty and seventy, Faldtahs, men,- women, 
and children, were some standing and some sitting 
in front of the doorway leading to the interior 
apartments. Their dresses were remarkably clean, 
neat, varied, and becoming; th6 long black hair of the 
women was ing^nibusly and prettily braided, and 
confined in nets and caps; and their flowing gar- 
ments of striped cotton swept along the ground : the 
men wore red caps, loose, white tobes, and fiill trou- 
sers; and their little children were f^easingly blad^ 
and decorated with all the finery and ornaments 
which their parents had been able tol)estow on them. 
These well-looking FaldtsQis formed the most inter- 
esting and a^eable assemblage of the whole ; they 
had l&ewise more vivacity in their looks, and more 
quickness of action, than any of their companion. 
To the right of them, in an enclosure of mud, was 
seated the Queen of Boossit, dressed loosely, though 
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not inelegantlyy in ricli Eng^lish solks, as spectatress 
of the amusements ; behind her were the king's other 
ifnyest and her own female siayes, who were pretty 
nuraerous* They formed also a cleanly, decent 

O inferior omy to the former. On each side of 
Idtahs and behind them was a great number 
of other ^pectators,^f all ranks, many of whom were 
standing, and many sitting on the turf and reclining 
against the trunks of trees. Mpst of the men were 
clad in the Mohammedan costume, with«ap, tobe, and 
trousers; and the majority of the women were 
dressed in neat and durable country-cloths, which 
were carelessly thro^m over the left e^oulder, and 
reached to the ground, leaving the right arm and 
shoulder, and part of the right leg, uncovered. A 
few among them, however, wore common Manches- 
ter cottons, of a large, showy, and vulgar pattern, 
which were infinitely surpassed by their own country 
cloth. 

Although the king had not made his appearance, 
the ynusements were carried on with much anima- 
tion ; and the dancers, iar from being tired, seemed 
to imbibe fresh vigour and renewed activity ; while 
the drummers, eight in number, wi^ a fifer as an 
assistant, continued plajring to them. A man first 
started from the crowd with a bundle of rushes in 
his hand, like a Grerman broom, which he flouridted 
over his head with .inconceivable dexterity. After 
dancing awhile,he was joined by two Falitah women, 
who imitated his actions, and partook of his fflee. 
One of theip held a little girl by the hand; and the 
whole four individuals, man, women, and chikl, con- 
tinued the dancing tUl they were completely fa- 
tigued, when they were succeeded by another party 
of three or four, and then aiother in like manner, so 
that there was not a moment's pause in the danee 
at any time. They kept sood time with the nmsie 
and sinking. But instead of the quick, lively mo- 
tion which is generally observed <m similar occa^ 
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irfoDif ftuB dincen moyed wHI^ a slow tiid men 
mured step, in which thcire wae tiothing un^ecominir 
or improper, and all seemed consistent with the ndes 
of dmcaey. For want of a proper fan, the females 
used neat ronnd mats of various colours ; and it 
alfeffded os no little' entertainment to see them placed 
before tibe montli whenever they wished to hide 
their foees, or attempt to conceal their laughter. 

Meanwhile the king was expected by every <Mie 
with much anxiety and impatience, for as yet he had 
not been present to witness the diversions of his 
peo^te ; and it was not till past four in t^e afternoon 
that lie showed himself from one of his hutis. Hia 
arrival was welcomed by a spirited rally upon the 
drums, while he took his seat on a stool between 
^ qneen^s station and the group of Falitahs, aild 
perceiving us amonflr the crowd, he invited us to 
place ourselves near his person. Several attendants 
who had followed their master stood on each side of 
<him, forming, if it may so be called, a ** guard of 
lunionr.** One of these men held two large bsndles 
of spearB, whose points or barbs were c(mfined in 
caps of burnished brass, on which he rested hie 
head wi^ much solemnity, and with a slight tnclina« 
tion of Ih^ body ; while from his temples was sus- 
pended a huge and enormous hat, made either of 
grass or' rushes, which reached to the ground, and 
covered him like a shield. Others held loose bun- 
^es of spears, fans, and arrows, with the two pro- 
dffiious Arab ^mpets which have before been cas- 
nnly alluded to. Thus attended, the king entered 
into the spirit of the performances with a merry 
h^art, &nd a determination to be pleased with them. 
He appeared to be by far Hie most delighted specta^ 
tor of the whole, and signified his approbation by 
' tttconraging words and ^[lances to those who danced 
fr mtag to mil satisfaction. A cheerfol smile aoi- 
*nated his countenance during the whole time, and 
iWiedJiis foatores to assume anejqvesBion of good« 
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humour vrbit^ it is b particular cuBtotti in hfm never 
to display so fully except on occasions of public 
festivity and enjoyment, though h^ is one of the 
pleasantest and best-tempered men that we have 
met with in Africa. - . 

There was an elderly female who danced alone 
before the king, and by the peculiarity of her looks', 
and her ludicrous and uncommon gestuires, affprded 
us very great amusement; This woman is a tallv 
awkward, masculine, and uncomely figure ; yet she 
endeavoured to look so serious, at the same time 
with so arch a coimtenance^ and with a half<>averted 
glance smiled with so nluch artfubiess and-loying<^ 
kindness x>n her sovereign sind his alttendants, danc- 
ing f at the same time with such- an . eittraoitltnary 
motion of her^ person, that she obtairied tmiversal 
applause. This was a fair challenge to the king; 
and as soon as she liad finished, the monarch iiim« 
self arose and stepped into the ring to display his 
acquirements in the art. Every one stood on his 
le^ out of respect to4heir sovereign, as wdilto 
applaud his dancing as to obtain, a fairer oppor*< 
tunity of beholding his person ; and a great press 
was made by the crowd in consequence, that they 
might gain a better view of him. The king moved 
with much stiffness and statehness, which is at -aU 
times unbecoming in a dance ; but the populace exn 
pressed their admiration of his abilities in shouts of 
joy, and certainlv his attempts to please and amuse 
them de^^rved the full extent of applause. To us* 
however, it does not ai^ar that Nature, which has 
been so bountiful to this beloved monarch in othet 
respects, ha» fitted him for so active an amusement 
as this ; for though his sisse approaches to the ma« 
jestic, though he ¥^alks and rides with equal ease^ 
and thougli the exercise by no jpeans. requires' the 
greatest flexibility of body, his dance, to us at least,' 
was a complete failiure ; for he has a foot which 
may be compared to that Qfadromedwyjspoint o£ 
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rae, aad bb toeis any Ihioff tat <<lig)^aiid £ni* 
U^tio.'' When his first dance, which .w%» much tke 
same as that performed \)y his peopte, was con-' 
eluded, the idng began a second, by imitating^ the 
canter of a native horse when going* to wan ' Thist 
as ma^be supposedf was an inexpressibly odd uui 
widmsical experiment^ but it lasted a i short time 
Only ; for in a very few minutes he disappeared 
ftom-the spectators by cantering' into one of his 
huts, followed by the cheers of ateirationand the 
aodamations of every one present. 

The sun. had now set, aod with the departure of 
^e piince the singing and dancing. ceased for the 
eyeii^; ne vei^theiees all the people psUaently awaited 
his return- to the spot. Jiow^ of all the eelebrated 
dancers in the coimtry, none can excel or equal 
the King of Wowow ui graoe, ekgimoe, and viTa-> 
eity ; and the fame of his skill in this amusemei^ 
which is thought £0 niuoh of in this> country, ia 
gone abroad into all lands; every one, even his 
enemies, acknowledge * his superiority in this p^te 
aeeomplishment; and the envious -and malicions 
are compelled to own that he is without a rival 
from Bornou tq the sea. Yet, notwithstanding 
his renown as a dancer, the chief is a very ag;^d 
man, having a most solemn and forbidding aspect ; 
and though he has evidently, to use a common ex- 
pression, one. foot in the grave, he is as active as 
a b^y, and indulges largely in this his favourite 
amusement every Friday. It was in order Cch^ us to 
witness his elegaht dancing, we have been toid, 
that he pressed us with so mu^h earnestness and 
importunity to spend the holydays at Wowow, 
which we should certaii^y have consented to but 
for the discouragement our project reeeired/ from 
1^ King of Boossi, who was enviousiof his celeb* 
rity, and therefore compelled, rather than enticed 
us to r^nain here, that we might see his personal 
tecOii^shntwits to advk&tagd, witoesf the pu^iti 
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g&y^ty and festivities of his people, and in his iraa* 
gination be struck wHh astonii^ment and admiration 
bt his own perfection in the art of dancing* 

The Boo^sli people did nbt wait lon^ f6r the re* 
appearance of their monarch ; for shortly after he 
came out to them, followed by a^ boy with two 
<ialabashes full of cowries, which were to be dis* 
tribnted amone the. multitude. But fifibt of all the 
king took up a handful, ancjl gave to each of the 
singers, dancers, and mfnsicians that had contributed 
so essentially to his entertainmrent; )nor was the 
tall old woman (brgotten, who had d)aticed slone 
befbre him, for she received a double allowance* 
"We were rather pleased at this, for she i^ our next-- 
door neighbour, a poor old woman, who is very 
tihatty and flippant, and has falleii in loVe with on« 
of our ycmng men, named Antonio; This having 
been d<me to the apparent satisfaction of all parties, 
the remainder of the cowries w;ere scattered by the 
king's own hand among the crowd to be scrambled 
for, which occasioned me most animating and amus^ 
Ing sight that can be conceived. Parents and chil^ 
dren, brothers and sisters, strangers and friends, 
were scrambhtig and tumbling' over each other, 
some on their faces and some on their knees, both 
giving and teceLving cuffs aild kicks in the scuffle i(> 
get at the moiley. This scramble lasted abotit ten 
rhinutes, when the party before the king's house 
-broke up { but the good-nat^ed monarch, to show 
his aiflfection for his subjects, whonl he indeed re- 
gards with as much tenderness as if they were his 
children. Was unwilling to send them to their homes 
without giving them another last treat, so he danced 
isideways half-way up the race-cdurse and back 
again to his residence with much statelinees. Thi6 
wk^ indeed a rdyal attempt ; the midiki smiled with 
delight that she had stick a spouse ; the peo]rie were 
louder than ever in their shouts of apgroba^on ; aU 
wa9 noise, tumtdt, and confusion ; their sovereign 
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more beioved Umoi erer he had been; aad as 
the erening cloeed in* sileiioe was f^ndaaitfy re- 
stored* and the people retired to their hones. This 
was the Itst of the hoMajra, and the prooeedoigs 
of this day have ooodadsd their festiTities. 

Aboat ten o^oloek at nigfat, wheo we were ale^ 
inf on oar mats, we were suddenly awoke by a 
gveat cry oT distress from iDBiunerme ▼<nce8,at^ 
teaded by a horrid clashing and clatteriBg noise, 
which the hour of the nigfat tended to make more 
terrific. Before we had time to recover from oar 
surprisef old Paacoe mshed breathless iato owr hat, 
and ittibrmed us with a treniblin|r voioe that ^ the 
son was dragfing the moon across the heavens." 
Wonderiar wlut could be the meaning of so strange 
aad ridicmotts a story, we ran out of the hut h^ 
dressed* and we dtseovered that the raoon wa« 
toteUv eclipsed. A nnn^r of people were gathered 
together in our yard, in dreadful apprehension tlu^ 
the arorld was at an end, and that this was but the 
^beginning of sorrows*** We learned from tbem 
thai the Mohammedan priests residii^ in the city, 
havmg personified the sun and moon, had told the 
kiog and the people that the eclipse was occasioned 
tlurough the obstinacy and disobedience of the latter 
lumiaary. They said that for a long time pre- 
▼ioudy the moon had been dia|)lea8ed with the path 
the had been compelled to take through the hea- 
vens, because it was Med with thorns and briers, 
and obstructed with a thousand other difficalties ; 
and therefore that, having watched lor a favourable 
opportunity, she had this evening deserted her usual 
track, and eofcered into that of the sun. She had 
not, however, travelled far up the sky* on the for- 
bidden road, before the circumstance was discovered 
by the i»in, who immediately hastened to .her in his 
anger, and panishtsd her dereliction by clothing her in 
daHcness, foiling her baek to her own tenritorie^ 
and forbidding li^ to ehed her light upon the earti 
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This story, whimsical as it may seem, was rec^iv^d 
' .with implicit confidence in it^ truth by the king, and 
^ queen^ and most of the people of Boossk; and the 
[ cause of the noises which we had heard, and which 
' were still continuing with renewed vehemence, was 
^ explained to us by the fact that they were all " assem* 
I bled together in the hope of being able to frighten 
away Sie sun to his proper sphere, and l^ave the 
moon to enlighten the, world, as ,|it other times." 
This is much after the manner c^ many savage 
nations. 

While our informsnt was yet speaking to us, a 
messenger arrived at our yard from the king, to 
tell us the above tale, and with an invitation to 
come to see him immediately. Therefore, slipping 
on the remainder of our clothes, we followed the 
man to the residence of his sovereign from outside 
of which the cries proceeded, and here we found 
the king and his timid partner sitting on the ground* 
Their usual good spirits and cheerful behaviour had 
forsaken them entirely ; both appeared Qverwhelmed 
with apprehension, and trembled at every joint* 
Like all their subjects, in the hurry of fear and the 
suddenness of the alarm, they had come out of their 
dwellings half dressed, the head and legs, and the 
upper part of their persons, being entirely exposed. 
We soon succeeded in quelling their fears, or at 
least in diminishing their apprehension. The kii^g 
then observed, that neither himself nor the oldest 
of his subjects recollected seeing but one eclii>se of 
the moon besides the one he was gazing at; that it 
had occurred exactly when the Faldtahs began to 
be formidable in the country, and that it had fore- 
warned them of all the wars, disaster.s, and calami- 
ties which subsequently took place. 

We had seated ourselves opposite to the king and 
queen, and within two or three feet of them, where 
we could readily observe the moon and the people 
witl^ut in^onveiu^Dce, and f»^ on the conversai* 
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tioh ^t tae same time. If the ro3ral eoople shud- 
dered with terror on beholding the darkened mood, 
we were scarcely less affected by the savage ges* 
tares of those within a few yards of us, and by their 
repeated cries, so wild, so loud, and so piercing, 
that an Indescribable sensation of hor^r stole over 
us, and rendered us almost as nervous as those 
whom We had come to comfort. The earlier part 
of the evening^ had been mild^ serene, and remark- 
ably ^e^ai^; the moon had arisen with uncommon 
lustre, and being at the fuU, her appearance was ex- 
tremely delightful. It was the conclusion of the 
holydays, and many of the people were enjoying 
the delicious coolness of a serene night, and resting 
from the laborious exertions of the day ; but when 
the moon became gradually obscured, fear overcame 
every one. As tl^ eclipse increased, they became 
more terrified. All ran in great distress' to inform 
their sovereign of the circumstance, for there was 
not a single cloud to cause so deep a shadow, and 
ttiey could not comprehend the nature or meaning 
of an eclipse. The king was as easily frightened as 
his pebple, being equally simple and ignorant ; he 
would not therefore suffer them to depart. Num- 
bers sometimes beget courage and confidence, he 
thought; so he commanded them to remain near 
his person, and to do all in their power to restore 
the lost glory of the moon. 

In front of the king's house, and almost' close to 
it, are a few magnitlcent cotton-trees, round which 
the, soil had been freed from grass, &c., for the cele- 
bration of the games. On this spot were th6 terri^ 
fied people assembled, w^ith every instrument capable 
of making a noise which could be procured in the 
whole town. They had formed themselves into a 
large treble circle, and continued running round 
with amazing velocity, crying, shouting, arid groan- 
ing with all their might. They tossed and flung 
thbir heads about, twisted their bodies into aH thto> 
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'Her of contortions, jumped inito the air, stamped 
with their feet on the ground, and flourished their 
hands above their heads. No scene in the romance 
of Robinson Cmsoe wits so wild and savage ai^ this ; 
and a large wood-fire, with a few men spitted and 
roasting before it, was alone wanting to render it 
comi^ete ! Little boys and girls were outside the 
ring, ruiming to and fro, clashing empty calabashes 
against each other, and cr3dng bitterly; groups- of 
mien were blowing on trumpets; which produced a 
liarsh and discordant sound ; some were employed 
in beating old drums; others again were blowing 
on bullocks' horns; and in the short intervals be- 
tween the rapid succession of all these fien4-like 
noises, was heard one more dismal than the rest, 
proceeding from an iron tube, accompanied by the 
clinking of chains. Indeed, every thin^^ that could 
increase the uproar was put in requisition on this 
memorable occasion ; nor did it cease till midnight, 
when the eclipse had passed away. Never have 
we witnessed so extraordinary a scene as this. The 
diminished light, when the eclipse was complete, 
.was just sufficient to enable us to distinguish the 
.yarious groups of people, and contributed in no 
small degree to render the scene ^ill more impos- 
ing. If a European, a stranger to Africa, were to 
be placed on a sudden in the midst of the terror- 
struck peo]:^e, he would imagine himself to be among 
^ legion,, of demons, holding a revel over a fallen 
spirit; so peculiarly unearthly, wild, and horrifying 
was the appearance of the dancing group, and the 
clamour which they made. It was perhaps fortu- 
nate for us that we had an almanac with us, which 
foretold the eclipse ; for although we neglected to 
inform the king of this circumstance, we were yet 
enabled to tell him and his people the exact time 
of its disappearance. This succeeded in some mea* 
sure in suppressing their fears, for they would be- 
lieve any thing we might tell them; and perhaps, 
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also, it hasprocored fornsjtlisttiigreptttatioh ''and 
a name*** " Oh,^' said the king, " there will be sor- 
row and cryiag this night from Wo wow to Yaoorie. 
The people wSl have do one to comlbrt or condole 
with them ; they will fkncy, this eclipse to be the 
harbinger of somi^ing yery dreadful ; and they will 
be in distress and Xrouble till the moon shall have 
regained her bnghtnesa.*^ It was nearly one o'dock 
when we left the king and queen, to return to our 
hut ; every thing was then cahnvand silent, and "we 
lay down to rest in peace. 

tViday^ September 3(/.«^The king's messenger 
-came to us this morning with the intelligence that 
his master had caught cold by exposmg himself tte 
preceding night, aod was confined to his apartment 
with severe pains in the bowels. We have also to 
complain of a siradar indii^sition. One of our 
men who offended sO grossly «t the horse-racing' 
two days, ago has been liberated, ' and sippearis 
ashamed of himself and truly penitent. He promises 
to abstain from drink in future, to deport himself 
aObeiiy and orderly, to lay aside aU thoughts of re- 
venge, and to be ready and willing at all times to 
do any thing which may be required of him. Not- 
withstanding his protestations, however, we are re- 
jsolved to place our guns and amnfinnition bejrond 
his reach, together with all edged instruments what- 
soever ; for heretofore his -temper has been known 
to be sullen, furious, and unforgiving, which may 
yet lead to disastrous consequences, ai3 may involve 
us in difficulties. 

Monday, September 6M.— The man we sfeftt .to 
Ooulf6, a fortnight since, to sell our ass, needles, 
&c., is not yet returned to Boossk, though he has 
exceeded the period we had specified for his absence 
by three or four days. Feanng ttiat something un- 
pleasant may have happened to htm, we this day 
debpatched one of the king's people to Coulfd, fa 
(Mrder to ascertain the cause of his delays and it 
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noUuHg detains him more than a want of sale for 
' 4ik goods, he is to setum instantly with this messen- 

■ ger, rather than put us to inconvenience by a longer 

* «tay in that city. 

^ The Niger is now conij^etely fuH, and in many 

K idaces its batiks are already overflowed, so that it 

1 j^ extremely favourable for our proceeding down 

» the river. With the change in the moon, however, 

k we hav^ had a constant succession of heavy showers, 

I which have compelled us all day long to remain 

1 withiA doors, in a dose, black, and smoky hut ; 

having ithe disadvaittage of damp, dirty walJs, and 
P of being pestered wiU& . myriads of \A&ck and white 

f ants; and so long as the rains continue we shall be 

\ able to take no bther kind of exercise than that of 

( moving round thia misersd)le abode, like prisoners 

I itt a codidemned ceil* It is perhaps fntunate, after 

[ all, that our canoe has not been got xeady so soon 

[ as we had anticipated, for constant exposure to the 

I rains upOB the water, in an open iwat, would be ex^ 

tremely unpleasant. Yet it is time that we should 
leave 3oosa»u for in ^te of the friendship of the king 
and queen, more especially of the latter, which is de- 
clining very fast indeed, their benevolent feelings are 
growing colder eviEiry day; our resources at the 
same time are dimii^shing, rapidly, and wh^i they 
are gone, we know not what we shall do. We now 
receive only a calaba^ of ca^as (a kind of dough or 
paste) from the king once in three days, so that we 
are ciompelled'to eat them,«tt times, either in a state 
of putridity,, or go without ; aod our tnen are half«> 
£Ewushed, nrom the careless inattention, or perhaps 
from the wilful negligence, of the midiki ; we can« 
not, like the chameleoii, live upon air, and we hav^ 
not a single cowrie to spare to purchase provisions. 
Our powder is reduced to a Tcry small quantity, 
and in all probability we have not half so much 
as we shall require on the Niger ; so that for some 
time past we- have relinquished our sporting excur« 
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«ion8 altogethfr, thoc^h tiieseonc^ afToyddd us a^ 
^mple supply of game for the consnmption of ouk* 
whole party. 

Caffas are little cakes made of nieal and watef 
boiled together. There aie several diflferent kinds 
of corn at BooSB^t^ ail of which are alBo ittade into 
caffae. The method of iseparattngf the grain from 
the hosk is In^ cutting the ears from the stalk and 
placing them m a kind of wooden mortar^ in which 
they are subjected to pressure from a h«avy plec^ 
of wood. The whole is then exposed to th^ wind 
on an elevated situation, by which the husk is bkywn 
away. The process of griming the «orn is per jfbr med 
on a large stone slab, with another heavy stone, which 
is worked by the hand. The slab is placed, for the 
s^e &( convenience, in an inclined position, and iil 
BufficienUy large only for the person to perform tho 
operation on Ms knees, and it is one which requires 
no little exertion. Their only m^hod of cooking the 
meal When thus prepared is by bdiling it with wateip 
to the consistency of thick paste, in which State it is 
poured out in small portibns on leaves^ «nd laid by 
for use. 

Wednegdtu/, September Bth, — Messengers from the 
King of Borgoo arrived 'this morning in the city 
from the metropolis of Niki, aeconlpanied by a few 
of the principal merchants of a large fatd^kie, whi<^ 
is now resting at Zalee, a small town about two 
hours' walk to the westward of Booss^ and which 
we passed through on our Journey. These men are 
on their way to the more eastierly parts of the con- 
tinent. They sly here, that about twelve monlhs 
since,' a fat we consisting of an extraordinary num- 
ber of traders, with horses ai>d other beasts of burden* 
laden with merchandise, were travelling through 
Borgoo, on their route to t5onja, whither they were 
going to purchase the goora or kola-nut. They 
were attacked, however, and plundered l^ the fioj- 
dieiB of Niki a;id MilLma» who had laid in ambuah f6t 
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tbem ; and niimnxr says that the princes of those 
ooutitries shared the booty between them. It hap- 
pened that in the train of these merchants, and who 
in fact farmed part of the iiat^e, were six men 
from B00S6&; iand when the news of their disaster 
and enslavement was communicated to their king, 
he is said to have been irritated in the highest de- 
gree, insomuch that he instantly despatched men 
with a peremptory message to the Siiltan of Borgoo, 
to hberate his captured subjects, and restore to them 
their horses and property, or prepare for the qon- 
seqfuences of his resentment in case of a reAisial. 
This message was Ureatjed with cbntemptuo^s in- 
differ^ce by the Niki sovereign, and he returned 
to the mOfiarch of Boois^ a hatnghty and disdainful 
answePr But as soon as ihet latter ifaeanl)itv lljf^s*' 
sembled the priests of the ancient religion o? the 
country of which he is the head, and by their joint 
assistance, it is> said, he made a powerful enchant- 
ment, by which the legs and arms of his enemy 
became entirely useless. The King of Borgoo fina- 
ing himself in this helpless state, and his conscience 
leeproaching hinb with the cause of it, he immedi- 
ately liberated the Booss^ merchants, restored to 
them their horses and property, and forwarded the- 
messengers we^ have already spoken of as having 
arnved to*day frdm Niki, to solicit forgiveness of 
the King of Boossk, for the crime which he had per- 
petrated, and implore that the spell which bound 
and was consuming him might be dissolved forthwith. 
The men came loaded With presents of goora-nuts, 
&c»>- and they have been joyfully received. Perhaps 
the Borgoo monarch hastened to make restitution for 
his offence, not on account of his enchantment, as 
these people imagine, but rather from public and 
political considerations ; for, in consequence of the 
above Quarrel, several of his towns had been taken 
Boasession of by the King of Booss^ which wiil,now 
be abandoned, if the di^erenc^s be amicably adjusted 



87S ABKTVAL Or.A FATAKIB. 

betweeh the pafties^ that their ia^lMtants may b^ 
permitted to return to their farmer allegiance. 'Phe 
King of B0088& was restrained from making further 
conquests in Borgoo only by the interference of the 
King of Wowo w, who represented to him that the re- 
venge he had already taken was more than propor- 
tionate to the offence that had been committed 
against him, and that he ought to rest satisfied 
therewith. The Niki messengers have been treated 
with the greatest respect, aiikd the most generous 
hospitality. 

Like all earthly things, the pleasure and satisfac- 
tion excited by the novelty ^f our persons have 
passed away, and we are no longer either the objects 
of care and attention frdm the king and his midiki, 
or .ofii^uriofBity among the natives. If we stay here 
much longer, this neglect on the part of the former 
will become alarming. No provisions bave been 
sent us to«day, and our wants have been entirely 
lost sight of m the important arrival of these mes» 
sengers from Borgoo. ^11 h«s been joyinconse- 

rnce; music and its usual accompaniments of 
mordant sounds have been going forward since ; 
and bustle and confusion prevail throughout the 
city. Our people alone are sad, for they have no- 
thing to eat. 

Thursday, September 9th, — The fatakie mentioned 
yesterday as being at Zalee on the road to this city 
arrived here this forenoon, preceded by a drummer 
on horseback, as usual, to animate the party by Uie 
sound of his instrument. They entered Boossa one 
by one, which is their usual method of travelling, 
and formed a very long train, the chief merchant of 
the whole bringing up the rear. This company 
consists of about four hundred individuals ; and they 
have a great number of fine horses, a few mules, 
and two hundred asses, to carry their luggage. Their 
chief, and in fact their only, merchandue is* tfa6 
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goora^niit, for which tlieyjiay^s >een to Goaja, a 
I^ace only a few days' jbumey' fr9m Apcra.' 

Gorija was till very recently a province of Ashan^ 
tee, apd inhabited "by a people between whom . and 
the Ashantees there is no manner of difference what- 
ever, the manners, language, religion, '<*nd pursuits 
of both being precisely the ^me. But these goora 
merchants report that- it has lately been, separated 
fromthat empire^ and is now an independent.state. 
They say, th^t , preceding the comni^encemeh^ of 
hostihties between the A^antees and the British at 
Cape Coast Castle, &c., and theiJr iailHes the Fantee^, 
the, former power Requested the assistailce df the 
people , of Gonja iit a premeditat0d attack 'against 
their enemie$, which was objected to on th6 ground 
that the British had not'offendied them, and thereforjB 
they dtsliketl coming to an. open rupture, with our 
•countrymen. Nothing was' said at the time by the 
King of Ashantee concerning the refusal of tliQ men 
of /Gonja to assist him in, the war,; and when his 
subjects returned to Coomassie in.triun^ph, after 
having defeated. apd\slain Sir C. Macarthy, he 
seemed to have forgotten it altogether. F^or some 
time after his total defeat by the British at Capp 
Coast Castle, he was/still silent. But' when he had 
recovered from the wo,an<^s he.had received at this 
sangoihary battle, and the harmony of his subjects 
had been completely restored, he considered that 
then was the mosV proper time for punishing Gonja 
for its disobediende. Fdr' this purpose, say the 
merchants, he assembled, a body of ten thousand 
men, most of whopi were arm0d with «iuskets, and . 
sent them, under the command of chosen captains, 
against the devoted province. But in the mean 
time the people of Gonja had been by.no mei^ 
inactive, for. haying heard of the great preparations 
that were making at Coomawe,* and being een- 
vinced that those pyepars^BS ifvere designed against 
^^ dwn lives "^ ^iiliertie8> tfaey kitaid %^mi di 
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attiadking their invaders and def^fiitinf theit project, 
which succeeded 1o the atmei^t of their wishes, and 
even beyond their cxpectatjtjns. Wlieft they had 
learned from a swift-footed messenger of the depart- 
ure of the Ashaitttee army from Coomassie, and the 
road which they had taken, they stationed large 
bodies of stout well-armed men in ambuscade at 
vatious pjlasces in the bu$h, close ta the pathway, 
and awaited the doming of the ibe^^ While the 
latter wer^ drawing near to GrOnja) not suspecting 
danger of any kind, and straggling about in imagined 
security, the men iq ambush rushed out upon them, 
made a sudden and desperate iattack on their whole 
force at the same mom^nt, which threw the Ashan- 
tees into confusion, and th^ latter, dropping their 
krm^ fled ihto the woods: The carnage is reported 
to have been dreadftil. - The conquerors gathered up 
the arms of their enemiies, supg a song' of victory,* 
and returned in triumph to the city of Gonja. 

The King of Ashantee, according to the accounts 
of ^he merchants, on being informed of this; disas- 
t^HS and unlooked-for event, w^ moreexiaspemtied 
than ever a^nst the successful party, and vowed 
revenge? a^ai^t them, thiBir<3ity^ and their conntiT. 
He therefore^ very shortly after the failure 6f the 
first expedition*, i^ent another army, stronger than 
the former, with a command to destroy the rebel- 
hous city, and annihilate its inhabitants entirely. 
Thid news spr^ consternation, among all classes 
of people in Gonja,and alarmed the'i^trangers that 
had located in the country, insomuch that, on the 
advance of this isecoi]^ formidable army, they could 
n6t command sufficient resolution to go out agaipst 
it, but deserted their dwellings and dispersed them- 
selves through all parts of the adjacent countries, 
till siich time ais their enemies should think proper to 
return to Coomassie. It is almost unnecessary to 
add, that the city'of Odn^a was iet on fiie by tb^ 
^i«htiit4e i^OdiMrsi in pai^8uaai0e of their commabdai 
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aiid «y«ry, bouse in it burnt to ashes. The people, 
howerer, fnncyiag the king's wmth to be sufficiently 
appeased, were b^inniiig to return again from the 
places of their concealment, on the departure i)fthe 
fatakie, and wer^ busily engaged in reconstructing 
theirvhabitations. 

We do not place entire confidence in this tale, for 
alniost every African is guilty of gross exaggera- 
tion in his Statements, and top many of them are 
coniinned liars; so that, after aU, the sdM>ve story 
may onljr hQ founded on fact. ' 

Friday^ SepUniber ^(M;A.-T-£ver since the arrival of 
the Borgoo messengers, nothing else is hea^rd in th^ 
city but music, ^\&k is continued from sunrise to 
Gcmset^ and the long , Arab trumpets are likewise 
•ounded constantly in the middle of the night, the 
Mng taking this whimsical method of displaying his 
eouseqiience and grandeur to the foreigners, whidi 
has amused nsnot a little. The 4ress pi these Bor- 
goo 'men differs but sHghtly from that which is 
worn by tiie people of Boossk and the neighbotiring 
nations. AVe were favoured with a visit from them 
toiday, and their behaviour was . remaiicably deco- 
rous, though at first somewhat reserved. In their 
address l^cy are extr'emely humble ; atnd when th^ 
accost a superior, they prostrate themselves on the 
ground in the most abject and humiliating manner. 
Their chief is an' elderly, quiet, resi)ectabh man, and 
professes Uie Mohamn^an religion. On his en- 
trance into our hut, this forenoon, he had so little 
confidence in himself, and was so timorbus, that he 
could not speak ; he shook like a leaf, and his lips 
also quivered from fear; indeed, the- poor man was 
distressingly agitated,— ^rhaps, he thoi^s^t that we 
were goinr to devour him : but he regained his as- 
surance when he found that such was not our inten 
tion, and in a very few minutes he became chatty, 
agreeable, and comn^unieative. 
We have recdved two messes frbn liie ki»g lately 
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one consisting of a. dish of stowed elephant'^ i!esli» 
and the other 'of the flesh of. a hippopotkn^us, 
which had been caught in the Niger a short, time 
before. The latter was rank and fat, and Dore a 
greater r^semyance to pork than to any other meat 
with which we are acquainted, yet it is considered 
delieate and deliciolis eating. ^ ' 

The method adopted by the natives of destroying 
the elephant is very simple. A latge; hatpoon is 
tjivust into 4;he ground, in the middle of a path which 
they are known to frequent in their nightly ejccur- 
sion^ to the river for water, leaving the ragged 
^points of the instrument above thie ground in ^ ia- 
i^lined position, and conee^ding jthem with straw or 
stubble. The heavy beast, unsuspicious of danger, 
pursues the usual track with his companions; he 
comes in contact with the iiarpopn, whidi ^nteiis 
his iMieast or belly, and 'havi|;ig jio sagacity io draw 
back, the elephant, smarting with pa^, forces him- 
self fprwards with .all his migh^ which causes the 
Weapon to penetrate still more deeply info his body, 
and he thus becomiss a prey to his destroyers. Gon- 
sidering the vast number of ele^h^ts which udhabit 
the woods on ithe banks of the Niger hereabouts, it 
is singular th^ so ffew of thein are annuadly destroyed 
by the natives. Perhaps one rejwoh is the little 
encouragement they receive for their trouble j for 
ihe flesh of these beasts, except when very youngs, 
is almost unsaleable, by reason of its toughness' and 
rancid nature; their teeth also ^e valueless here, no 
use whatesver bdng made of them, 

Saturday^ September llM,-r-Our'eaffS were s^Auted 
just aftfer daybreak this morning ^bj" a dreadful 
noise between' a man and his wife, who were squab- 
bling about some money matters, and, as is. usual Ib 
such cases, they werfe surrounde4 by all their female 
neighbours, whose clatter ^icceeded, if possible, 
their own. They are slaves of the midB^i, and re- 
side in our yard, within"^ a doot or two. of our hut 
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Tke ^luarrel terminate^l in blows and tears, which 
was instantly m^de known to the queen, who com- 
manded the delinquents jto appear before her, and 
having entered into all the circumstances of the cas€^ 
the differences between thehi were adjusted on the 
spot. The woniaa acctised her husband of having 
stolen from the pjace where ishe bad concealed them 
no less than four hundre4 cowries, which was the 
original fcause of the dispute. The . accusation 
cofid not be denied ; and the tftan endeavoured to 
sooth his wife by gentle /words, and bring her into 
good-humoiur by battery, and expressed contritioti 
tor his offence v but this aroused the anger of the 
furious woman, who abused her husband with all 
the' reproacWul epithets she could make use of; 
and though she was blubbering all the while, she 
would have gone a still greater length, if he had 
not stopped her inouth by a severe beating. So 
little tenderness or sociability exists between a mar* 
ried couple, partipularly if they should happen to be 
^aves, that they have nothing in common ; and 
though they, eat aiid sleep in the same hut, they 
seek a separate livelihood. 

Perhaps it would be speaking within compass to 
say that four-fifths of the whole population* not pnly 
in this country, but likewise every other l^ereabouts, 
are slaves. Many of them are permitted to roam at 
large, prqvlded they attend upon their masters when 
cdled upon ; these procure their own subsistence, 
and devote part of their time to the service of their 
owners ; others reside in the house.^ of their mas- 
ters as domestic servants, and are likewise expected 
to contribute towards their oWn support. The 
Queen of. Boossk has a great number of l^alAtah 
slaves ; the men are constantly employed in taking 
care of her herds* and milking the cows, and the 
females dispose of the niilk ; half of the money ob- 
tained by this means the Fal4tahs keep to maintain 
tl^^mselves. Thvis :are the slaves tr^atdd in their 

lis 
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native country: — ^they enjoy much freedom; are 
never overworked; have plenty of leisure time, and 
are rarely punished, and even then but slightly. If 
a slave run away from his master, and is afterward 
taken and broug:ht hack> he is simply confined in 
irons a day or two for his offence ; but he is sold to 
another the. first opportunity. The natives have a 
strong antipathy to flogging, or severe chastisement 
of any kind, and very seldom have recourse to the 
means of punishment which they have in tl^ir 
power to inflict. , ^ 

Sunday ^ September 12?A.-r-0ur man,^vho has been 
expected with some anxiety and apprehension for 
his safety, arrived this afternoon from the city 
of Coulfft, but with very little moiiey indeed, having 
disposed of the ass for less than half its value, zuid 
sold, comparatively speaking, a very small quantity 
of needles. The remainder, which were valued at 
thirty thousand cowries, were stolen from him, he 
asserts, a f6w days before his departure j but we 
etrongly suspect that this is a falsehood, and that 
the feHow has converted them to his own use. Since 
the messenger to Rabba left Boosg^ on his errand, 
we have heard no intelligence whatever concerning 
him; and as every thing is now ripe for our enter- 
prise, we begin to feel impatient and iijneasy at our 
iongj-'and to us unnecessary detention ni this place, 
and the irksomeness of our pr^s^nt dependent situa- 
tion; for we are/ often troubled with painful appre- 
hensions and Burmises, that s<>mething unpleasant 
nuay yet intervene to frustrate our intentions, em- 
barrass us with difficulties, aUd extinguish all our 
anticipations of success. 

The king had not visited us for a fortnight, an^ 
therefore we sent a message to him this forenoon, 
intimating the grieat anxiety we felt to proceed on 
our journey^ and ovct earnest hope that he would 
permit us to do bo immediately, even before the re- 
turn of his messenger from Nbuffie, We cofSK 
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plained that we were destitute of almost every thing ; 
that we were wearied out with repeated disappoint- 
ments, and With having nothing to do for so long a 
time; that our \ health was fast declining, and our 
.life wasting away ; and concluded by assuring him, 
that if we did not quickly return to our country, the 
worst consequiences might ensue, and then what 
would become of his good name ? To this the kirig 
made answer, that it was our future welfare alone 
which h^d induced him to take thos^ measures and 
precautions which he perceived with sorrow we dis- 
approved of and disliked so much; that we did not 
display our wisdom by our inipatience ; and that to 
attempt proceeding down the^ river before the return 
of his ambassador, .would, in his ^opinion, hie not 
otily presumptuous and impropeY, but would like- 
wise be highly injurious to our interests* 

The king promised to come and see us in the 
evening, and talk over the matter with us himself. 
Accordiiig to his promise, therefore* he paid us a 
visit at the time appointed, and recapitulated thai 
which he had before told Pascoe, but added that it 
would be absolutely necessary .for us to knake a 
good present to- the King of NoufRe, and another* to 
the Faldtah Chief of Rabba. He then gave broad 
hints for one] of our pistols, which he admired in the 
usual way ; but as we were not obliged to compre- 
hend his enigmas, and as we cOuld ill spare the 
pistol, we- appeared very stupid,, and would not un- 
derstand his; meaning. The kifig shortly afterward 
took his leave, yet he was by no means angry at 
the failure Of his ingenious device. In respect to 
his recommendation that we should endeavour all 
in our power to make friends of the King of Nouffle 
and the Chief of Rabba, we have nothing left wor- 
thy of their acceptance, and shaH therefore atteinpt 
to shun one of these rulers at least. 

Tuesday, September •\4ih» — ^The same superstitious 
nations and prejudices respecting witches, wizards, 
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iffld iU'Wtshers, And the same belief mDecromai^, 
(Mrevail here «t this day, as were cuirent ia enUgbt- 
ened £ur(^ as recently as the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. The king sent a messenger 
this mprning .to request ike favour of a cou^e of. 
cluirges of powder, stating that two women had ak>- 
scdoded to Focb, which is a toWn on the banks of 
the Niger, h little way below InguazhiUigee, and 
that if it should be found lieoessary, the powder 
might be used to frighten the runagates into a com- 
pliance wiih the wisbes of their pursuers. Jn the 
evening Uie wonien, M^ho had surrendered them^ 
selves at F]oco, landed here from. a. canoe, and were 
imipediately put in conj^ement. We are told that 
these two poor old creatures resided on^ an island a 
litUe way up the Niger, md were lately accused by 
their town's-people of the crime of witchcraft, and 
with two old wizards, their neighbours and friends, 
of ,^* having ecden the sjjirits office indimditdls^^ who 
all are said to have died by this means. The men, 
»iicare of the, persecution and the f^te that awaited 
them should th^y be takerf, succeeded in m^dng 
their escape-as soon as thi^ crime Was laid to their 
chkrge ; but the females were not quite so fortunate, 
for the place of their concedment was made known 
to the kmg, and he caused them to be ap|»rehended, 
as above mentioned. One of the reputed witches is 
a very aged woman, but her companion is not qutt<^ 
80 old. The ^punishment that awaits them is per- 
petual slavery ; whereas, if the men had been cangbt» 
they would have been bmuid hand and foot, and flung 
into the Niger, and there left to perish. AU witches, 
wizards, and ill-wishers are treated in the same 
manner; the punishnient of witches not being so. 
rigorous as that pf their male associates in the black 
art, ih consideration of their sex. The belief in 
their power is v^ry general, and instances of peoi^e 
fancying themselves bewitdied, and suffering from 
their malignant incantations, are bf no meam m* 
common* 
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Saturdai/i September ISth. — ^During the last four 
teen days my brother had been extremely indisposed 
from a slight attack of bilious fever, which has 
brought him to a very low and languid state, inso- 
much that I urged the king on Wednesday to send us 
away, to try if change of air and scene would not 
produce a beneficial effect on his health. The mon- 
arch, after many scruples and much hesitation, at 
length appointed the second day of the moon, that 
being, he pronounced, the happiest and luckiest of 
all days. He^ could not, however, forbear express- 
ing his deep regret at our determination of leaving 
Boossa before the return of his' messenger from 
Nouffie ; it might be detrimental to our personal in- 
terests, and his own reputation would also suffer if 
any thing should befall us on the river, but he had 
already given his word for our departure, and from 
this promise he could not swerve. To-day is the 
second of the, moon, hut the Africans calculate 
upon it as the first only, because they never see that 
orb plainly till the second time of her appearance. 
This afternoon we wished to pay our respects to the 
king, previous to our departuire, which we under- 
stood was to take place to-morrow morning, but to 
our surprise he asserted that the moon would ^not 
be discernible that evening, and therefore that Mon- 
day next will be the day which was jspecifled. The 
moon, however, did shine fairly in sight of all the 
people ; nevertheless we have made no further re- 
mark to the prince on the subject, thinking it might 
confuse and irritate him. 

i^unday, September I9th. — ^Thfs coming we were 
so unlucky as to upset a large bowl of milk, one of 
\vhich We were daily supplied with ftrom the king's 
house. We sent to liave it replenii^ed, because in 
our present circumstances we could ill afford to lose 
so great a luxlury. - Instead of gratifying us in this 
particular, however, he. expressed himself quite 
oveijoyed at the ciFcjumstanee, aiKl asserted that it 
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wai the most happy omen in tl^e world, and that 
ouffhl to consider ourselves as peculiarly favoured 
and fortunate. So we were obligfed to content our- 
selves without breakfast, of which the accident had 
deprived us, because of tl^e superstitious nonsense 
of the monarch. 

Every thing is now got ready for starting. As it 
is not our present intention to call at many inhabited 
places on the banks of the Niger, we have provided 
ourselves with a ffreat quantity of provisions, which 
consists chiefly or three large bags of corn and one 
of beans* We have likewise a couple of fowls and 
two sheep, so that we are of opinion we shall have 
food enough for all hands for three weeks or a month 
lit least. To add to our stock, the.kii^ and midiki 
between them have given us a considerable quantity 
of rice, honey, corn, and onions ; and two large pots 
of vegetable butter, which weigh not less than a 
hundred pounds. 

This aifternoon, to our unspeakable joy, the lonj^-. 
expected and wished-for messenger arrived in this 
cily from RaU^a, accompanied by two messengers 
from the King of Nouffie, one of virhom, a modest- 
loc^ng, respectable young man, is his own son. 
These mien are to be our guides as far as Rabba, 
after we have passed which city, all the Nouffie ter- 
ritory to the southward is under the surveillance of 
Ederesa and his partisans. ^* The magia/* says the 
Boossi ambassador, ** was delighted with the intel- 
ligence that white men were to honour his domin- 
ions witli their presence ;" he showed me the presents 
made him by Ckptain Clapperton three years ago, 
and said a great deal in his favour .and commenda- 
tion. ** And a(t a propf,'' continued the man, '^ of his 
friendly disposition towards you, and his interest in 
your welfare, he has not only sent his son as your 
eompanion and guide, hut he has likewise despatched 
a messenger to every town on the banks of the 
Niger either considerable or unimportantt even a^ 
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&r as Fuoda, iprliicli is beyond tl^e.^mits of thi^ em* 

Eke; and he is commissioiied to acquaint their in- 
abitants of the fact of your intention of proceeding 
down the river, and to desire them to assist you wHh 
their encouragement and support, so far^ it lies in 
their power to do." 

After some little consideration,' we knew not 
whether we ought to fefel pleasure or l-egret, thank- 
fulness or indifereuce, at the arrival of these men, 
and the occasion which brought them hither: at 

E resent we can only foresee that they will be a 
ea,vy burden on our funds ; and as it happens that 
we have the utmost difficulty in the world in support- 
ing ourselves, it will cause us additional trouble, 
expense, and uneasiness^ in providing them with the' 
bare necessaries of life. The king, however, had 
but one feeling on the sul:^ect, and that was unbounded 
delight; he capered around his hut with trans- 
port, when he saw our guides and heard their 
message ; and after a burst of joy, he began to cry 
like a child, his heart was so full. " Now," said he, 
when he had become more composed, " whatever 
may happen to the white men, hiy neighbours can- 
not but acknowledge that I have taken every cafe of 
them, treated them as became a king, and done my 
best to promote their happiness and interests. They 
will not be able," continued the monarch with exult- 
ation, " they dare not have the eflfronetry to cast at 
me a reproach like that which they bestowed upon 
my ancestor. I can now safely intrust the white 
men to the care, protection, and hospitality of a 
neighbouring monarch, who, I aim convinced, if not 
for my sake, at least for his own, will receive and 
entertain them with every ^ mark of distinction and 
kindness. I know and feel that towards them I 
have done my duty, and let my neighbours see tp it 
that they do theirs." And so ne has, for though we 
have been his guests for so long a time, and been 
occasionally not a little troublesome to him with our 



Y, yet we hsre atAnrved notbiag «ither in 
rB'or chtiractBT to condemn, but moiifi, 
, to approve of and admire. His disposi- 
n and ingenuous, and his sentiments caa> 
icere ; no child is more simple, innoc^'Dt, 
and unsuspicious than he. The little we have had 
to complain of is owing to onr detention here longer 
than we wished ; but then/perhaps, we have been 
a little too haety and petulant, and it must lihewiae 
be remembered that, in regard to us, the king's rep- 
utation and honour were at stake, and aftei all he 
javj be perfectly right in hia opinions and conjec- 

This evening an old Mohammedan priest, whose 
countenance seemed to radiate with meekness, sim- 
pUcity, loving-kindness, and good-nature, entered 
our dwelling, and entreated us with earnest impor- 
tunity to give him, before our departm^, a quantity 
of deadly poison, a very small portion of which he 
wished might destroy life in & few moments alter it 
should be taken. The hoary old villain did not besi- 
tate to confess, in confidence, that his motive for 
making this strange request arose from the desire he 
felt to administer the poisonous drug to a neighbour, 
whom he longed to put out of the world, because he 
had done him some slight imaginary wrong. Of 
course we execrated the horrid intention of the man, 
who, rather than listen longer to our reproaches, 
tamed his face and walked away. In the nigbt 
Boossa was visited bya thunder-storm. Duringthe 
time we have been at Boossa, the thermometer has 
ranged between 76 and 93, but it has most generally 
been betwpen Sd aiid 70, and tbe weather very a^ 
pressive. 

nm vt T0i_ I. 
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